Belper Parks
Local Nature Reserve
&
Manor Recreation Ground
Management Plan

Amber Valley Borough Council

1

Belper Parks LNR & Manor Recreation Ground
Amber Valley Borough Council
Management Plan 2018 – 2023

Date Written
November 2006

Document History
Description
Management Plan 2007 - 2012

November 2011

Management Plan 2012 - 2017

January 2018

Management Plan 2018 – 2023

Contact:
Richard Hodgkinson
Open Spaces Officer
Amber Valley Borough Council
Landscapes, Growth & Community Safety
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT
Direct Line Tel: 01773 841320
Main Switch Board: 01773 570222
Website: www.ambervalley.gov.uk
Email: richard.hodgkinson@ambervalley.gov.uk
2

Author (s)
AVBC – Wildlife
Trust – Groundwork
Trust
AVBC – Wildlife
Trust – Groundwork
Trust
AVBC – Wildlife
Trust – Groundwork
Trust

Contents
Page

Executive Summary
Chapter 1. Introduction, background & context
1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0
8.0
9.0
10.0

Introduction & background
Vision
Aims
Site name
Location & size
Site description
Land tenure
Legal factors
Local demographics
History

6
6
6
7
7
8
13
13
14
15

Chapter 2. Where are we now?
11.0
12.0
13.0
14.0
15.0
16.0
17.0
18.0
19.0
20.0

Introduction
The Green Flag Award
A welcoming place
Healthy, safe and secure
Well maintained and clean
Environmental Management
Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage
Community involvement
Marketing and Communication
Management

19
19
19
22
25
26
28
38
41
42

Chapter 3. Where do we want to go?
21.0
22.0
23.0

Introduction
Aims and objectives - Action Plan
Conservation Maintenance

44
44
48

Additional information available to support this document
Site Specific Maintenance Schedules
Site Specific Tree Survey
Site Specific Questionnaire Results
Site Specific Flora Survey
Manor Recreation Ground Buildings Survey
Manor Recreation Ground Play Area Inspection
Education Resource Pack
3

List of figures and tables
Table number
1
2
3
4
5

Page

Title

13
15
23
42
56

Legislation Framework
Population Data
Site Risk Assessment
Previous Expenditure
Ecological Management Schedules

Figure number Page
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

9
36
43
48
49
50
51
52
53
55

Title
Site Plan
Coppice project Plan
Staff Structure
Management Compartment Plan
Compartment 1 Plan
Compartment 5 & 6 Plan
Woodland Compartment Plan
Plantation Plan
Woodland Plan 2
Sampling Matrix

Appendix 1 – Habitat and Species Survey Notes - page 57
Appendix 2 – Wildflower Meadow Creation – The Coppice – page 60
Appendix 3 – Target Condition & Current Status of Habitats - 61
Appendix 4 – Byelaws – Land Drainage and the Environment Agency – page 64
Appendix 5 – Botanical Survey May 2012 – page 65
Appendix 6 – National & Local Context – page 67

4

Executive Summary
Amber Valley Borough Council is committed to providing high quality parks and open
spaces throughout the Borough. In 2011 Amber Valley Borough Council focused
their efforts on ‘Making Everywhere in Amber Valley a Great Place to Live’. Radical
improvements have been carried out to Parks and Open Spaces, which have
enabled Amber Valley Borough Council to apply for Green Flag Awards where
appropriate.
‘Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety’ are led by the ‘Environment’ Portfolio.
The service is responsible for all outside development and provision, which includes
community safety, grounds maintenance, development and facilities management.
In 2017 Amber Valley Borough Council were successful in holding eight Green Flags
with plans to maintain the number of awards thereafter.
The completion of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy in November 2013 gives a
rounded strategic approach, providing the tools necessary to achieve Amber Valley
Borough Councils strategic aims.
Belper Parks and Manor Recreation Ground is on the fringe of the town centre itself
but in the centre of Belper as an area, and can be easily accessed by local people. It
is an important asset to the Council and local community. The Borough Council
works with the local community to ensure this park is developed to its full potential.
This management plan is written as a strategic overview to ensure the Local Nature
Reserve is developed in line with the needs of wildlife balanced with the provision
and expectation of the public. The plan will also enable the Council, and partners to
keep focused on future strategic aims for the LNR and will be updated and amended
annually to reflect developments and changing priorities.
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Chapter 1
Introduction, background & context
1.0 Introduction and background
1.1 Summary of the management plan
This management plan is to be used in conjunction with other corporate documents
as mentioned earlier to ensure the future development of Belper Parks LNR and
Manor Recreation Ground. It is not intended to include sections of supporting
Strategies or Policies within this document, but these documents will be referred to,
and if the reader wishes to gain a greater strategic understanding or detailed survey
information they can do this by accessing Amber Valley Borough Council’s website.
1.2 Format
The plan is set out in three distinct sections, which provide the following:
•
•
•

A general background history of the park and how it fits into the Council’s
policy aims and objectives;
Where the park is currently and an assessment of strengths and weaknesses
following Green Flag judging criteria;
Management needs and future objectives to improve the park including a five
year action plan starting in 2018 and ending in 2022.

1.3 Target audience and usage
Primarily the management plan is to be used by council officers and maintenance
staff to ensure continuous development and improvement and to prevent deviation
from the consultation framework written into the plan. Secondly the plan is for the
wider community for information and for them to be aware of key issues and
development progress.
2.0 Vision
Our vision is to return Belper Parks to a place where its native flora and fauna will
flourish, growing both in number and diversity, and provide a breathing place in the
middle of an increasingly urbanised town for local people and visitors to enjoy their
natural heritage.
3.0 Aims
The future development of the park has come about from Corporate Aims,
‘Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety’s’ objectives and consultation with
Groundwork, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and the wider community, following the basic
Green Flag judging criteria as follows:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To provide a welcoming park for members of the community and
visitors.
To provide a healthy, safe and secure park for all its users.
To achieve a consistently high standard of cleanliness and
maintenance.
To promote and demonstrate environmental sustainability.
To protect and promote the biodiversity, Landscape and site heritage.
To enable community participation and involvement.
To promote the park by maximising marketing and community
opportunities, thus raising the profile.
To ensure effective management and corporate support.

4.0 Site name
In the middle ages, Belper Park was a deer park in a Royal forest called Duffield
Frith. The last deer hunt is thought to have occurred in the 1580’s. Belper Park was
subsequently sold by King Charles I in 1628. The Park was then used for farming
purposes. There were also three areas of woodland known as Great Park, Ladywell
Park and Little Park; this may have given rise to the name Belper Parks.
Manor Recreation Ground is situated on the upper levels of the open space and is
no doubt part of the deer park; however, this area is not designated as a local nature
reserve and is laid out as a recreational facility, adjacent to the ‘Parks Housing
Estate.
5.0 Location & size
Belper Parks is situated in the heart of Belper and occupies just over 21.47 hectares.
The park lies just south of Belper Market Place and can be found on Grid ref SK
353471.
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6.0 Site description
6.1 Background
Belper Parks is one of seven Local Nature Reserves in the Borough of Amber Valley,
four of which are owned by Amber Valley Borough Council, they are:
•
•
•
•

Belper Parks, Belper
Carr Wood, Ripley
Hammersmith Meadows, Ripley
Pennytown Ponds, Somercotes

The remaining 3 are owned by Town or Parish Councils:
•
•
•

Duffield Millennium Meadows, Duffield
Oakerthorpe Local Nature Reserve, Oakerthorpe
Red River Local Nature Reserve, Loscoe

Belper Parks is used daily by residents who enjoy walking, exercising their dogs or
as a route through to the town centre, as a natural playground for local children, and
a place for residents to enjoy being in the countryside, whilst not being far away from
home.
The Parks is also used by local groups for ecology surveys, historical walks, outdoor
games and natural history events. Strong links have been made with schools
established by Groundwork and Borough Council staff.
Manor Recreation Ground is used as an open space for local children to play. The
recreation ground comprising of two football pitches, an equipped play area and
changing facilities which are all used on a regular basis.
The area known as The Fleet is an informal open area with a goal post as a grassed
kick about area.
6.2 Context within green space network
The park is adjacent to the busy town centre of Belper, which has a mix of retail and
commercial premises and is surrounded by an urban mix of housing.
Belper is in the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site; the Parks are just outside
but still within the buffer zone. Belper Town Council have also successfully achieved
a number of awards for the towns entry into both the East Midlands and Britain in
Bloom competitions.
Belper Parks lies less than 20 miles to the South of the Peak District National Park,
and approximately 20 miles to the North of the National Forest.
6.3 Landscape zones
Belper Parks occupies an area of sandstone and gritstone on the mainly west to
north west facing slopes above the Derwent valley. The landscape has been further
shaped by the Coppice Brook, which dissects the north of the site running roughly
8

east to west. There is a steep north facing slope present immediately south of the
brook and a slight to moderate slope on the north side of the brook.

Fig 1 – Site Plan
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The soils are typically acidic in character, but more neutral soils have developed at
the base of slopes and on more level areas across the site. No detailed soil testing
has been carried out to date. The land to the north of Coppice Brook is known to
have been productive pasture in the past. To the south of the brook where the
ground rises steeply, soils are thin, acidic and infertile. At the top of this slope the
ground levels out and soils become more neutral in character.
The variation in soils gives rise to areas of acid grassland and oak – birch – holly
woodland on the slopes. More neutral grassland is widespread across flatter areas
and more neutral woodland vegetation occurs along the boundaries of the site in the
south and within some of the larger woodland stands
closer to the stream. The stream also gives rise to
marshy areas vegetated with alder carr woodland or to
a limited extent open marshy grassland.
6.3.1 Coppice Brook
Coppice Brook rises in Ripley, flowing under the A38 highway into the Far Laund area of Belper and hence to
the Parks. At Sotholes, Heage, the brook passes a
sewerage pumping station owned by Severn-Trent
Water. This very occasionally spills sewerage into the
brook. The brook originates from spring water and
surface rain water. In the Parks, there was a mini oxbow lake which has reached the final stage. The
previous watercourse is now filled with wetland plants
such as rushes and Marsh Marigolds. There was once a ford in the Parks with an
accompanying footbridge. This has since been replaced using stone walling to form a
channel over which a bridge has been installed that is large enough for vehicles to
cross.
After passing under the bridge, water flows out of the Parks and follows a course
along the back of Brookside before entering culverts under the main Derby –
Sheffield railway line and the A6 roadway, before emptying into the River Derwent.
Coppice Brook runs in a V shaped hanging valley, whilst the River Derwent runs in a
U shaped glaciated valley. The underlying rock is Millstone Grit.
6.3.2 The Bridge
A bridge forms the first point of access to the park
from the coppice car park entrance and was
improved significantly in April 2006 with a new
pair of stainless steel railings designed by a local
artist in consultation with users of the bridge and
the children of local primary schools.
Funding for the bridge was obtained from EMDA
through a grant obtained by Groundwork Derby and Derbyshire who also managed
the project; a top up grant was obtained by the Friends Group. Derbyshire County
Council, as the Highway Authority, provided both advice on the construction of the
railings and covered the existing very uneven bridge deck with a smooth tarmac
finish. Text relating to the history of the park is etched into the steel railings.
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6.3.3 The slopes
The steeper slopes of the site form a distinct
landscape feature, which was once dominated by
open grassland vegetation. Today there is a mix of
woodland, shrubs, planted trees, grassland and
brambles and taller herbs present. Most of the
woodland is dominated by oak, but a variety of other
tree species occur as either self-set or planted
individuals.

6.3.4 The Ridge
A fairly flat ridge runs across the site from the east
to the west and here the vegetation is dominated by
species poor neutral grassland, small planted
copses and patches of bracken and rosebay
willowherb bordering more extensive areas of
deciduous woodland or narrow shaws of woodland
that form the site boundaries in the south east.
There are excellent views across the Derwent valley
at various points along the ridge.

6.3.5 Walls
The parks are crisscrossed with network of
traditional dry stone walling, showing field
boundaries from 18th century onwards when the
land was farmed, the majority of these walls have
been robbed out or just fallen over and become
dispersed over time. These walls are an important
feature of the area and sections have been
repaired by Council staff who have been trained
by a registered dry stone wall contractor, the
intention is to carry on repairing sections during
the winter months.

6.3.6 Woodland
The steep slopes are dominated by woodland
which create diverse interest for both wildlife
and visitors to the Parks, some areas are dense
with Holly and others are quite open with stands
of Oak and Birch.
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6.3.7 Recreation
One section of the park has been given over for
recreational use and has two football pitches and
an equipped play area and more recently a fitness trim
trail. The area is known locally as Manor Recreation
Ground.
Also connected to the park is a recreational area that is
accessed from The Fleet, this is an area of open
grassed land consisting of a set of goal posts but is
inadequate for use as an official match site due to its
steep gradient. The recreational sections of the park do not lie within the designation
of the Local Nature Reserve but are part of the overall site.
6.3.8. Poetry Trail
Beth’s Poetry Trail depicts poetry within art, and pieces can be found throughout
Belper, two of which are in the Parks, one has been hand carved in a block of stone
and the other uses brass nails and has been nailed on each riser in the steps up to
the recreation ground.
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7.0 Land tenure
The park is owned by Amber Valley Borough Council, maintained by Landscapes,
Growth and Community Safety Section and managed in conjunction with
Groundwork Creswell, Ashfield & Mansfield through a service level agreement.
Derbyshire County Council is responsible for the maintenance of the Bridge over
Coppice Brook.
Derbyshire County Council as the Highways Authority are responsible for their
statutory duties for the public rights of way, which run through the park.
8.0 Legal factors
8.1 Byelaws
No Byelaws are associated with Belper Parks Local Nature Reserve, although Manor
recreation ground has a set of Byelaws inherited from Belper Urban District Council.
The following legislation also applies: (Enforcement and education relating to the
following legislation is carried out by Community Support Wardens and park staff in
the area or the Police where appropriate)
Legislation
Relevance to green
Responsibility
space
organisation
The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Dog fouling, fines and
Amber Valley Borough
Act 1996.
disposal.
Council.
Crime and Disorder Act
Community safety e.g. Police, Amber Valley
anti-social behaviour
Borough Council and
and ‘sight lines’.
strategic partners.
Occupiers Liability Act
Health & Safety of
Amber Valley Borough
visitors.
Council.
Road Traffic Act (various)
Illegal access by motor Police.
vehicles including
motorbikes and mini
motos.
Environmental Protection
Litter, fly tipping and
Amber Valley Borough
Act (1990)
abandoned vehicles.
Council.
Water Act 1973
The Coppice Brook is
Environment Agency.
marked as a main river
on the main river map.
Clean Neighbourhood and
Litter, fly tipping, dog
Amber Valley Borough
Environment Act 2005
fouling.
Council.
Alcohol Designation Order
Unauthorised
Police.
consumption of alcohol.
Designated LNR
Protects green space.
Amber Valley Borough
Council.
Designated Local Wildlife
Protects areas of
Amber Valley Borough
Site
‘substantive’ nature
Council through the
conservation value
Derbyshire Wildlife Sites
through the planning
Partnership.
system and promotes
awareness of the value
of these sites.
Table 1. Legislative framework
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8.2 Public Rights of Way
There are 5 public rights of way running through the park which include:•
•
•
•
•

Footpath 31 from Newbreck Road
Footpath 98 from Valley View
Footpath 99 from The Fleet
Footpath 109 from Coppice Car Park and Mill Lane
Footpath 126 from Coppice Car Park

These access routes allow residents to cut through the park, from adjacent
residential areas, to access the town centre. In addition to these there are a number
of Informal paths, which run through the park.
8.3 Covenants
There are two covenants currently on the park, one which states that no buildings
shall be erected for the purpose of a public house or club for the sale / storage of
alcohol.
The area to the west corner of the park, known locally as Melbourne’s Field, was
donated to this authority in 2004, by the children of Mr and Mrs Melbourne, and a
covenant was placed stating that the land could not be developed for at least 21
years.
8.4 Designations
Most of the site is designated as a Local Wildlife Site (Ref code AV024). This is a
non-statutory designation used to identify sites of county importance for wildlife.
In January 2004 the site was declared a Local Nature Reserve. This is a statutory
designation conferred on a site by the land owner (AVBC) with the approval of
Natural England.
8.5 Easements
Within Belper Parks there are public utilities which run through and over the land,
there are statutory easements and wayleaves associated with these utilities.
The brook is controlled by the Environment Agency who control development on or
near its banks.
9.0 Local demographics
9.1 Introduction
Belper Parks is located in the heart of Belper which lies within the Borough of Amber
Valley. Below is a breakdown of the population data for the Belper wards.
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9.2 Population Data
Amber Valley Borough Council has a population of 122,309, this figure is based on
the 2011 census. Belper Parks sits in the heart of Belper and falls in to both the
Belper Central and Belper South Electoral Wards.
Local population data for Belper is identified below:
Ward
Belper Central
Belper East
Belper North
Belper South

Male Population
2,627
2,962
2,381
2,749
Total Population of Belper

Table 2 – Population Data

Female
Population
2,711
3,016
2,463
2,914

Total Population
5,338
5,978
4,844
5,663
21,823

9.3 Employment Data
Amber Valley Borough Council has an employment figure of 49,102, these figures
were obtained from the 2011 census and were taken from the National Statistics
website.
9.4 Tourism
In 2010 the Tourism Economic Impact Assessment was carried out and provided key
figures for the number of visitors to the Borough. Figures show that during this
assessment a total of 3.816 million visitors came to the Borough.
Although, there are no official figures showing the number of visitors to Belper Parks,
the park does offer visitors a place to reflect the natural beauty of the historic town of
Belper. Visitors can enjoy woodland walks along with stunning views of the local
landscape.
10.0 History
10.1 In the Beginning
The name "Beaurepaire" is first recorded in 1231, and was the name given to the de
Ferrers hunting lodge in the Parks. In time this became anglicised to Belper, part of
Duffield Frith (Celtic for Forest) and was first mentioned in 1252 when King Henry III
granted William, Earl de Ferrers the right to hunt there.
In 1266 the Earl of Lancaster owned Duffield Frith. The whole area was enclosed
within a fence some 30 miles long. It was subdivided into four administrative areas
known as wards: Duffield or Chevin, Belper, Colebrook and Hulland, the last name
still survives on the modern map. There were further enclosed areas within the
Forest known as parks, which were intended for holding deer and related purposes.
Each park was surrounded by wooden paling fence, designed to keep cattle out but
allow deer to move in and out freely. Belper Park was only a mile in circumference
and seems to have functioned as a breeding ground. It also had the "Great Larder",
where deer were killed and salted for venison, for the whole Frith. The boundary was
roughly kidney shaped.
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Duffield Frith eventually became a Royal Forest in law in 1399 and was administered
by a small army of officials of local nobles and gentry who held their positions as a
favour from the monarch.
During the sixteenth century the park system broke down due to the wars of the
Roses and poaching, and many deer were lost. This resulted in surveys being made,
which provide useful details. The main interests of the monarchs became the ancient
timber and such trees as there were now began to disappear to provide ships to
counter the threat of the Armada. The timber was obtained through a system of
leasing the woods, which harmed the traditional forest economy. In 1587 the affected
landowners and tenants petitioned Queen Elizabeth I to stop this process.
The end of Duffield Frith came in 1632 when the Duchy of Lancaster handed it back
to King Charles the First and he divided it up and "enclosed" it, i.e. converted the
common land into farms. A year after the king was beheaded, parliament decided to
revert Duffield Ward to Common Land. It remained as such until 1786 when most of
the land was finally enclosed.
Belper Park was later subdivided into small fields and unlike all the other parks of
Duffield Frith it was surrounded by a low stone wall, as well as a ridge and ditches.
This wall may date from the time of the deer park, or it may be later, a replacement
for the difficult to maintain wooden palings at a time when wood became expensive
and stone was plentiful.
Manor Farm was established in the old park in 1664. There was another farm, Park
Farm, in the southern section. Each had farmhouses, barns and other outbuildings
not to be confused with the earlier buildings of the old Royal Park. There were rights
of way through the farms and in the Victorian period, as the town population grew,
the old park became very popular as a leisure area. The Ladywell in the Ladywell
Wood was a favourite resort for picnickers. The attractive area around the Coppice
Brook footbridge and ford features on old post cards, and the Coppice itself began to
be used for fairs and big events.
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10.2 Coppice Brook
The Brook itself is steeped in history and runs from Ripley all the way through to the
River Derwent. One of its primary uses in the past was to provide a water source for
the community and was used for a variety of different uses including drinking water
and a route for sewerage. It would have been the source for drinking water for the
deer in the park and probably also carried away the waste products from the Great
Larder. The brook was also used as a source of power.
There is a reference to a fishpond in Belper Park being stocked from the Royal
Hunting Lodge at Clipstone in Nottinghamshire in 1227-31. William De Ferrers, Earl
of Derby, was granted 20 small pike from the pond to be installed in his pond at
Belper. A hundred years later there is a reference to a wall being built around the
pond and providing lead for a water conduit. The cost of the lead suggests
something quite substantial and it may have been the way that fresh water entered
the pond from upstream.
The Lady Well, to the south of the Brook, drained into the Coppice Brook. It is
recorded as " a never failing spring ... gushing from the hillsides through a stone
spout, clear as crystal and falling into a stone trough and thence down a gully into
the brook at the bottom of the ravine."
There were two known water mills and possibly others along the Coppice Brook in
the area of the Parks. The Kings Mill was located alongside Mill Lane and ground
corn.
10.3 Recent History
The park became within Amber Valley Borough Council ownership in 1974 following
the Local Government re-organisation. It was remained as public open space
consisting of the Manor recreation ground, unmaintained countryside areas and
woodland. In the 1980’s an agricultural tenancy ensured some areas were grazed
and managed. This continued until the mid 1990’s.
In 2004 the park, with the exception of the Manor recreation ground and the
recreational area off The Fleet, was designated a Local Nature Reserve with a
partnership of Amber Valley Borough Council, Groundwork Erewash Valley, now
Groundwork Creswell, Ashfield & Mansfield , Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and the
Friends of Belper Parks.
In 2006 the Friends of Belper Parks were awarded a £23,000 grant by the Heritage
Lottery Fund from the Local Heritage Initiative scheme. The Friends employed a
professional archaeologist to survey the site and carry out research and field
investigations in order to discover more about the history of Belper Parks and its
associated features. A full report was produced, and from this the school education
pack was developed.
Belper has its own poetry trail, known as Beth’s Poetry Trail, part of which makes its
way through the Parks. Parts of two poems can be found in the Parks one is in the
form of a carved stone on the walkway from Mill Lane, and the other uses copper
nails on a set of steps which leads off footpath 98.
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In 2010 the Friends of Belper Parks proposed a project to extend the wildflower
meadow below Coppice Car Park, to provide disabled access to the meadow, and
fencing to retain cattle.
The Friends Group were awarded a total of £15,600 in grants from the Awards for All
Big Lottery Fund, the Co-Op Community Fund and the National Communities
Resource Centre/Tudor Trust to progress this project.
Amber Valley Borough Council, the Wildlife Trust and Groundwork developed the
Grazing project in 2013, the need to do this has been brought about by a Cabinet
decision to cease our partnership with the Friends Group from November 2012.
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Chapter 2
Where are we now?
11.0 Introduction
Amber Valley Borough Council has made a commitment to improve parks throughout
the Borough using the Green Flag criteria as a benchmark on quality and
sustainability. For each criteria section, there is a summary and a table identifying
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.
12.0 The Green Flag Award
The Green Flag Award is managed by Keep Britain Tidy. The scheme has been
running for over 20 years and has become a recognised national standard for
publicly accessible parks and open spaces.
It is a quality award recognising well maintained green spaces and encourages high
standards to be achieved and sustained.
The eight judging criteria are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Welcoming Place
Healthy, Safe and Secure
Well Maintained and Clean
Environmental Management
Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage
Community Involvement
Marketing and Communication
Management

13.0 A Welcoming Place
13.1 Welcoming
The main entrance can be found off the Market Place and leads
off from the coppice car park. This information panel gives a brief
history and what species can be found on the Parks.
At the other entrances located on Mill Lane, The
Fleet, New Breck Road and the Parks Estate there
are four notice boards welcoming visitors to the
park.
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There is an information leaflet available which can be found locally in the library and
town Council offices it is also distributed to local pubs and public areas such as
North Mill Museum.
There are brown tourist signs on the main routes within Belper directing the public to
the Parks.
13.2 Good and safe access
The main access to the park leads off the Coppice car park and comprises of railed
steps, which lead down to the area known as the wildflower meadow.
The site is undulating and some areas are difficult to access for people with mobility
problems. Where practicable adjustments have been made to ensure the site has
improved access. The most practical entrance for people with mobility problems is
the access off Mill Lane; the top path is fairly level and well maintained.
Handrails have been installed on the stepped areas
to provide safer access for the less able-bodied, and
extra steps have been installed to reduce the height
of the risers. Steps have also been extended to take
the user onto firmer/level ground leading up to the
recreation ground.
Vehicles other than for maintenance are not
permitted on the site.
There are five public footpaths that cross the site; in addition, there are many other
paths and desire lines that have been created through usage over the years. A
policy of free public access has been adopted since the farm tenancy ended in the
1980’s.
The Derwent Valley Heritage Way, a long distance footpath running the length of the
Derwent Valley, which was created during 2002, runs through the site from north to
south, along one of the existing public footpaths. Other long distance trails in the
area are Amber Valley Routeway 11 and the Derwent Valley Walk. Improvements
have been made in 2008 to the footpath from the Fleet and from the Coppice Car
Park.
13.3 Signage
Signage is provided on each of the four main entrances to
the park and replicates a corporate style throughout the
Borough. Each sign shows the name of the park, a map of
the park, approved / discouraged activities, information
about wildlife and contact details. On leaving the park
visitors are thanked for visiting and asked for any comments
and suggestions.
At the entrance to the park there is an interpretation board
showing a layout of the park with diagrams of the local
wildlife that can be found within the park. Also on this board
is a section for notices.
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13.4 Equal access for all
The park has four main access points, which provide users with differing levels of
access.
The main entrance off the Coppice Car Park has steps with a handrail leading down
into the coppice field. To access the coppice field with pushchairs/wheelchairs there
is limited on-street parking available on New Breck Road, and a level footpath brings
you directly into the field.
Further pedestrian access for wheelchair and pushchair users is provided at Mill
Lane, Melbourne Close, Jubilee Court and Holbrook Road. Limited on street parking
is available on Park Road where Wheelchair/pushchair users can access the Manor
Recreation Ground, but there are no structured pathways at this entrance which
leads straight onto a grassed area.
The changing rooms on the Manor Recreation
Ground have been adapted to comply with the
Disability Discrimination Act. Braille is
provided on the entrance to the changing
rooms to provide assistance for the visually
impaired.
Seating is provided at different locations
throughout the park to enable people to rest
and enjoy the views.
No toilet facilities are provided within the park itself; however, these facilities are
provided just a short walk away on Strutt Street and St Peter’s Church in the Town
Centre which also have access for the disabled.
Strengths
Seating areas.
Good entrance signs and ‘Brown’ signs.
Interpretation sign.
Disabled parking available on the
Coppice Car Park.
Handrails installed with additional steps.
Opportunities
Install signage showing directions to the
town centre (toilets).
Introduce additional seats.

Weaknesses
Limited disabled access throughout the
park.
Equal access for all users.
Disabled access – lack of parking at
other entrances.
Limited seating for size of the park.
Threats
High usage by people walking their
dogs giving potential for dog mess.
Misuse by youths.
Illegal use by Mini-Motor bikes,
motorbikes and horses.
Litter.
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14.0 Healthy, Safe and Secure
Amber Valley Borough Council has a legal responsibility and is committed to
ensuring employees and visitors who visit or work within parks and surrounding
areas can do so safely.
All relevant employees are trained accordingly to carry out specific duties within
parks, there is a lone working policy which staff and volunteers must adhere to and
volunteers are trained and supervised when carrying out volunteering activities such
as litter picks or marshalling on event days.
When an event is planned the public must submit an application form, which is
assessed by Landscape’s before permission is granted.
Where relevant the following assessments and procedures are used when
volunteers or operatives carry out duties or organise events on parks.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Risk Assessments
COSHH Assessments
Safe Working Procedures
Safe chemical storage, application and disposal PA 1-6 (where chemicals are
used)
Specific training and certification – e.g. chainsaw use, playground inspections.
Recognised First Aiders
A regular inspection regime

The Police and our Community Support Wardens regularly patrol the site to deter
nuisance and advise the public on issues such as littering and dog fouling.
There was a spate of arson in Belper and one of these attacks resulted in significant
damage to the blue box section of the changing rooms. The blue box community
building had to be demolished in 2016, which leads to a future opportunity to develop
a new community centre on the site.
In partnership with the Police and Fire Brigade a series of workshops have been
carried out at the local senior school, to educate young people about the dangers of
fire and the consequences of arson, this programme has also been rolled out at
other senior schools within the Borough due to its success at Belper.
14.1 Equipment and facilities
There is a detailed maintenance regime in place to ensure standards within the park
are consistent, however this is altered in respect of grass cutting to improve habitat.
Amber Valley Borough Council operates an out of hours service for emergencies,
which can be accessed through the main switchboard. All contact details are
displayed on the notice boards throughout the site.
14.2 Personal safety
Improvements have been made to the overgrown boundary hedge on the entrance
leading from Mill Lane to improve visibility to make people feel safer when visiting.
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Mayor opening the entranceway to the newly laid hedge entrance

The Community Support Wardens are managed by the Environmental Health
Section who liaise with the Community Safety Team and the Police to tackle antisocial behaviour and low level crime.
General Risk Assessment.
Item

Paths

Trees

Dogs

General Public
Safety

Hazard

Slipping and tripping

Seriousness
of potential
injury
Low

Likelihood of
injury
occurring
Medium

1. Falling
trees/branches
2. Falling from
branches

1. High

1. Low

2. Medium

2. Medium

1. Attack from a dog

1. Medium

1. Medium

2. Contact with dog
mess

2. Medium

2. Medium

1. Visitors becoming
ill or suffering a
minor injury

1. Medium

1. Low

2. Anti-social
behaviour and crime

2. Medium

2. Low

Children’s Play
Area

Injury from playing
equipment

Low

Medium

Events

Public Liability
Issues

Medium

Low

1. High
2. Medium
3. Low

1.Low
2. Medium
3. Low

Brook

1. Drowning
2. Slipping
3. Cuts

Control measures
Paths monitored for
erosion and generally
kept in good order.
Trees are inspected
regularly and
appropriate
maintenance carried
out as necessary
Dog safety is
promoted through the
community warden
scheme and guidance
is given on the
information signage.
Amenities and Town
Centre facility are
adjacent to the site.
Alcohol banned on
site. Police monitored.
The equipment and
installation conform to
current BS standards.
Fortnightly inspections
and an in house
maintenance team
ensure problems are
resolved quickly

Events are monitored
closely through a strict
application process
Solid bridge with
handrail to prevent
people falling in.
The bank is well
stocked with
vegetation making it
difficult for people to
get close to it.

Table 3 - Site risk assessment
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14.3 Dog fouling
The park is used on a regular basis by members of the public to walk their dogs.
Under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act the Council has the power to
issue Fixed Penalty Notices to anyone whose dog is found to be fouling the land.
Enforcement of this law is completed by Community Support Wardens if dog fouling
becomes an issue.
14.4 Provision and quality of facilities
Principle footpaths within the parks are surfaced and levels have been accounted for
with the integration of shallow steps on three of the footpaths.
The Manor Recreation Ground provides two football pitches, a pavilion, an equipped
play area, youth shelter and fitness trim trail. The pavilion is of a good standard with
2 large changing rooms, a referee’s room and a large congregation room. Three
football teams currently use the facilities on a weekly basis.

Although there is no provision of toilet facilities within the park itself, there are
facilities close at hand within the town centre.
Just a short walk away from the coppice car park there are toilet facilities on Strutt
Street, and at St Peter’s Church which are cleansed daily. Other facilities within the
town centre provide residents and visitors with the opportunity to browse in local
shops and to visit places of historical interest such as St. John’s Chapel Heritage
Centre built in the c1250 for the Duffield Frith foresters.
14.5 Promoting Well Being
The parks have regularly organised walks to help people appreciate the parks and its
wildlife and history, and is regularly used by people to walk their dogs.
The site is used by joggers and walkers who use the park in general and utilise the
wider connecting footpath links.
There are breath taking views and
areas to sit and relax, the play area is
well equipped and allows children to
stretch themselves in a safe
environment.
A fitness trim trail was introduced in
2016, funded by Derbyshire County
Council via the Amber Valley Health
Partnership.
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The sports facilities are well used and there is also a freely available 5 a side football
area on the Fleet.
Strengths
Risk Assessments carried out.
Dog enforcement implemented.
Well trained and qualified staff within the
department.
Well used by the local community.
Opportunities
Encourage more interaction with the
community.
Education/Enforcement by the
Community Support Wardens.

Weaknesses
No full time staff on site.
No toilet facilities.

Threats
Used by a minority of residents as a
dumping site.
Vandalism.
Anti-Social behaviour, especially at
night.

15.0 Well maintained and clean
15.1 Litter and waste management
The operational staff completes litter management within the park that includes the
emptying of the dog fouling/Litter bins on a weekly basis. A deep clean litter pick of
the site is carried out after the hay cut and in the Spring before vegetation has
grown. It is also the duty of the operations section to carry out any maintenance on
the park as and when required.
Offensive graffiti is removed within 24 hours, all other graffiti is removed within 5
working days.
15.2 Grounds maintenance and horticulture
Maintenance schedules are followed to ensure grass cutting is undertaken on a
regular basis, as required with careful consideration given to specific areas where
growth is encouraged, amenity grass is cut fortnightly, the habitat areas are cut once
a year, from late August depending on the establishment of the wildflower, selfseeding and the weather, the Coppice meadow is then grazed with a small number
of cattle.
15.3 Building and infrastructure maintenance
The changing rooms are maintained by the Landscapes department and are
regularly inspected and cleaned by contractors who report any damage or faults
present.
15.4 Equipment maintenance
All benches and bins are generic providing the operational staff the opportunity for
quick and easy repairs.
Maintenance on the equipped play area is carried out by fully trained staff who are
also responsible for carrying out monthly operational inspections of the play area.
There is also an independent annual inspection carried out on the play area.
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Strengths
Good standard of benches and bins.
Good standard of grounds
maintenance.
Solid bridge.
Benches and bins are generic.
Vehicular access to the recreation
grounds is good.
Opportunities
Additional furniture

Weaknesses
Vehicle access to the LNR is poor for
the maintenance team, particularly in
the wooded areas.

Threats
Fly tipping
Vandalism

16.0 Environmental Management
16.1 Environmental policies and resource conservation
The Borough Council has developed an Environmental Strategy, which was adopted
by April 2007. There is also and Environmental Partnership consisting of AVBC,
Groundwork Creswell, Ashfield & Mansfield, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and
Derbyshire County Council, linking with local businesses, schools and other
authorities such as the Police.
With reference to Belper Parks the Environmental
Strategy looks at how biodiversity can be
managed
within the park to maintain natural habitats for the
wildlife common to the park.
We procure all our utilities from reduced carbon sources, and have put in a capital
bid to procure LED lights throughout our buildings and lamp columns, this has been
successful in phases, in 2015 funding was provided to retrofit LED lights in the town
hall, indoor market and town centre offices, and the Landscapes depot. Plans to
continue rolling out the upgrade to smaller buildings such as changing rooms and
other buildings in the future.
16.2 Pesticide & Herbicide use
Pesticide and Herbicide usage throughout the Borough is kept to a minimum. This is
more important within a local nature reserve. Where pesticides and herbicide do
have to be used the Borough Council will not purchase any product containing UK
“red list” or EU “black list” chemicals.
Where it becomes necessary to use chemicals care is taken not to allow the product
to enter watercourses, ponds, drains etc. The use of residual chemicals is kept to an
absolute minimum.
Within the local nature reserve any chemical weed control would be by the use of a
bi-active formulation of glyphosate. The exception here being the control of the
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) which has previously established adjacent to
the Coppice Car Park. Treatment is undertaken with applications of triclopyr and bi26

active formulations of glyphosate. Treatment is made on a regular basis until
complete eradication had been achieved.
Any pesticides used are selected and used in accordance with the requirements of
the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Amendments Regulations 2004
(COSHH 2004), the Control of Pesticides Regulations 1986 acts and the Food and
Environment Protection Act (FEPA).
Selective herbicides for control of broad leaved weeds within the sports fields will be
kept to a minimum and only used when absolutely necessary to maintain the area in
condition suitable for play.
16.3 Use of Peat
Peat based products will not be used for landscape works. Wherever possible all
tree planting on this site will use bare-rooted field grown nursery stock. If container
grown specimens have to be used then a peat free or reduced peat growing medium
would be preferred. Tree planting composts and other soil ameliorants will be peat
free.
16.4 Waste minimisation
The meadow cut carried out once a year on the LNR is contracted out; the baled
product is used for animal bedding, which is considered to be the best possible way
of disposing of the grass cuttings.
The Council has also adopted a recycling regime for green waste, by chipping and
mulching on site if possible.
Larger logs are stacked in the woodland and brash is chipped as minor fires have
been a problem in the past.
16.5 Arboricultural and Woodland Management
Our Tree Officer looks after the Borough’s tree stock, trees within Belper Parks are
monitored on a regular basis, to ensure replacement planting and a healthy tree
stock is maintained.
There has been inappropriate tree planting completed in the past but these trees will
be removed on a rolling programme.
Strengths
Development and commitment to the
Environmental Policy and partnership.
Dedicated Arboricultural Officer.
Use of pesticides kept to a minimum.
No Peat used on site
Opportunities

Weaknesses
Lack of capacity within the Arboricultural
Team to develop site specific
management plans.

Threats
Recreational pressure – increase in
walking and cycling.
Flytipping.
17.0 Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage
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Belper lies within the World Heritage Site and is visited by thousands of tourists a
year; the Parks lies just outside this boundary but is still within the buffer zone.
Belper Parks was one of eight parks within the forest of Duffield or Duffield Frith that
belonged to the Duchy of Lancaster. It is believed that the park was once used for
breeding deer and was also used as a holding area before they were slaughtered.
17.1 Heritage Features
As indicated in the History of the Parks the area has a number of archaeological
features. The Friends Group initiated a project in 2006 under the Local Heritage
Initiative (LHI) managed by the Countryside Agency, with funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF). One important objective of the LHI was to make grants available
to volunteers to bring their local history to life for the benefit of the community.
The application was submitted in January 2006 and the offer of a grant was made on
10th April 2006. The approved purpose of the offer was to raise awareness of the
heritage of Belper Parks by involving the local community in archaeological and
archive research. The outputs of the project were to be:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Detailed Historic maps showing the whole site at different periods.
A formal archaeological report.
A "User-friendly" report
Publication of 1000 leaflets.
An exhibition.
A website containing all material from the project.

Pictures showing the digs in 2007 by the community

All of these have now been produced, the project has two reports, the formal one
was produced first and is a factual and professional document, whereas the user
friendly report uses the same information but merges it with wider researches by
volunteers that may include some theories and speculation in order to give an overall
and comprehensive picture.
The Archaeological Research was led by the Consultancy at the University of
Sheffield; in turn this included a contribution by Dr Tom Williamson, a leading
landscape archaeologist, who carried out his own surveys and interpretation of the
features of the area.
The project ended in January 2008. In the latter months volunteer activity continued
and intensified, because the archaeology had raised as many questions as it had
solved, the Friend’s Project Steering Group devoted more resources to research.
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In particular it was clear that further evidence was hidden in the Duchy of Lancaster
records dating back to the 13th Century. These records are available at the National
Archives but are in poor condition, written in minuscule old-fashioned handwriting, in
abbreviated Latin. Fortunately the Friends were able to secure the services of an
expert transcriber and translator, Matt Thompkins.
The primary school children of St Elizabeth’s School, organised by Groundwork
following the Friends specification, also carried out further site work including a tree
survey. The children demonstrated that important survey work was within their
capabilities, despite initial doubts; this research was mainly directed towards the Oak
trees, locations and sizes.
In order to gain more public attention and
involvement an exhibition of all the findings
was arranged as part of the "Medieval fair"
the Friends Group organised with opportunities
for local people to take part in archery and for
children to try out old crafts.
A lecture was given on the project and a guided walk
of the Park was included. This event was very
successful. The exhibition was also on display in the
City of Derby in the popular Industrial Museum located
in the old silk mill between November 3rd and 18th 2007
as a part of their regular exhibition programme.
People can apply for a copy of the reports, other project material and photographs
on CD. Copies have also been deposited with the County Council, the Belper
Historical Society and local libraries.
The Derwent Valley Heritage Way crosses the park and so there are other
opportunities to use the findings in guides associated with that. In addition the more
general leaflet about the LNR has been revised with new historical material and are
also being distributed free of charge.
An education pack has been developed by the Council, which encourages schools to
visit the park and discover the history of the area.
There are a series of dry stone walls throughout
the Parks, some of which could be from Medieval
times, a local dry stone wall expert Steve Clifton
has previously completed volunteer days with
members of public and local business to have a
at rebuilding a dry stone wall within the parks.

17.2 Conservation - Wildlife and Flora
The Derbyshire Wildlife Trust has undertaken a series of ecological surveys of the
Park since the 1980s. In 2002 a comprehensive vegetation survey was undertaken
which helped inform all previous management plan to date. Since then the Park and
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in particular Belper Coppice meadow (Compartment 1), have been the subject of a
variety of animal and plant surveys. In 2011 in order to help inform this revision of
the management plan the whole site was surveyed and plant species recorded along
with descriptions of the habitats (Appendix 1 contains details of this survey including
target notes for features recorded).
Overall the site consists of a mosaic of
different habitats including unimproved
and semi-improved neutral and acidic
grasslands, acid oak woodland, hawthorn
scrub, bramble underscrub and wetland
habitats associated with the stream.
It also includes two recreation grounds
with short mown amenity grasslands.
Early in 2014 the site was awarded the higher level stewardship by Natural England.
17.2.1 Woodlands
The woodlands (present in Compartments 2, 3, 5a, 5b, 7 and 9), are dominated by
pedunculate oak and holly with locally frequent silver birch and sycamore and in
places ash or alder. Other species tend to be less frequent and include the
occasional beech, common lime and rowan. In
general the woodland structure is poorly
developed although in parts there is significant
understorey of holly and hawthorn, with some
elder and field maple. The field layer is typical of
acidic woodland with bluebells, creeping soft
grass, bramble, bracken and other ferns.

There are a number of small woodland
glades that support an acid grassland/heath
community, including wavy hair grass,
tormentil, bilberry and heath bedstraw. Most
of the woodland communities come under
the National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) as W10a Pendunculate Oak
(Quercus robur) –
Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) – Bramble(Rubus fruticosus) woodland or W16 Oak
spp. (Quercus spp.) – Birch spp. (Betula spp.) – Wavy hair grass (Deschampsia
flexuosa). On the southern side of Coppice Brook especially in the east there is a
fairly steep wooded bank that includes a number of mature sycamore, beech and
horse chestnut trees. Elsewhere there are stands of recently planted trees usually
composed of a mixture of field maple, aspen, Norway maple and cherry. Along the
coppice brook small areas of alder carr W7 Alder (Alnus glutinosa) – Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior) – Yellow pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum) woodland.
17.2.2 Woodland edge scrub, underscrub and tall herb
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Around the edges of many of the more established woodland stands a variety of
shrubs like blackthorn and hawthorn have developed, but more often there is a fringe
of bramble underscrub and/or tall herb vegetation composed of bracken, rosebay
willowherb and coarse-leaved grasses. This type of vegetation, though not rich in
plants, is important for nesting and foraging birds as well as many insects and
mammals. It is largely left unmanaged and therefore undisturbed.
17.2.3 Grassland habitats
The grassland areas can be divided into moderately species-rich patches of neutral
to acidic semi-natural grassland, and large areas of rank, rough grassland on soils
that have possibly been improved in the past.
Unimproved neutral and acidic grassland communities are to be found across the
steeper north and north-west facing slopes where soils are relatively thin and across
the base of this slope. They comprise two communities differing quite markedly in
composition. On more neutral soils a relatively rich community characterised by the
grasses sheep’s fescue, crested dog’s-tail, Yorkshire fog and sweet vernal grass and
supporting a diverse range of associate herbs including common knapweed, pignut,
wood anemone, betony, tormentil, lady’s mantle, cat’s-ear and devil’s-bit scabious is
present. This community occupies both the steeper slopes and the base of the slope
and resembles the MG5c Crested Dog’s Tail (Cynosurus cristatus) – Common
Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) grassland, Heath Grass (Danthonia decumbens) subcommunity. The steeper slopes also support a more acidic community characterised
by wavy hair-grass, sheep’s fescue, heath bedstraw, tormentil and sheep’s-sorrel
with occasional patches of bluebell. This grassland type is found within areas of
more dense scrub and woodland and resembles the U2a Wavy Hair-grass
(Deschampsia flexuosa) grassland, Sheep’s Fescue (Festuca ovina) – Common
Bent (Agrostis capillaris) sub-community.
These grassland communities are declining as a
result of lack of management. In some areas
they are becoming coarser grassland swards
and in others they are being colonised by shrubs
and young trees. They have also been
adversely affected by the growth of trees
planted 10 – 15 years ago.
Much of the southern and western part of the site, particularly on the level ground
above the slope, consists of species-poor, rank grassland. It displays greatest affinity
with the MG1 False Oat Grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) grassland and is
characterised by well-developed tussocks of Cock’s-foot interspersed with dense
swards of Yorkshire fog, red fescue, common bent, occasional perennial rye-grass
and rough meadow grass. There are a number of patches in this part of the site
where trees such as rowan, maple and cherry have been planted, probably during
the 1980s.
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The field north of Coppice Brook supported a similar grassland community (with the
exception that the damper areas support meadow-fox-tail and tufted hair-grass).
However, this field has been the subject of a meadow
creation project and now supports the most species
rich area of grassland to be found at the site. This
recreated grassland is heading towards an MG5 type
grassland.
17.2.4 Wetland habitats
The Coppice Brook runs from east to west through the site and at its margins marshy
vegetation with plants like marsh marigold, wild angelica, marsh ragwort, large
bittercress, brooklime and soft rush are present. Along the course of the brook
stream itself a series of sandbanks, shallows, exposed mud, overhangs and small
riffles all add ecological interest.
17.2.5 Flora
The flora associated with Belper Deer Park is characteristic of the soils and geology
of this area and has in places retained considerable diversity and distinctiveness. In
total 155 plant species have been recorded from the site. At least 94 of these plants
are associated with grasslands of one type or another (dry acid and neutral to
marshy), with smaller numbers associated with the woodland. In addition there are
areas of tall herb and underscrub with plants like bramble, rosebay willowherb and
bracken and areas of more disturbed ground where ruderal and opportunist species
like teasel, viper’s bugloss, thistles and hedge mustard may occur. Further diversity
has been added during the creation of a meadow within Compartment 1. This now
supports over 55 species but some of these were sown as part of a nurse crop and
will likely disappear in a few years (e.g. cornflower, corncockle and poppy). Although
an additional 51 species have been added to the list since April 2003 there will still
be further species awaiting discovery.
17.2.6 Fauna
The fauna of Belper Park is undoubtedly under-recorded and the following
assessment is very incomplete, but does at least begin to address this weakness in
our knowledge of the site. Further records may be available from Derby Biological
Records Centre, Derbyshire Ornithological Society and Derby and Nottinghamshire
Entomological Association.
Birds
Casual observations have to date only recorded 20 or so bird species at the Park.
These are typically widespread and common species including many resident birds
like robin, dunnock, wren, blackbird and jay as well as a few migrants like willow
warbler and chiffchaff. Additional species are likely particularly amongst the summer
migrants and possibly winter visitors too. Clearly there is still considerable scope to
develop our knowledge of the bird fauna.
Mammals
The grey squirrel is abundant within the site. No other records held by DWT.
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Amphibians and Reptiles
Whilst there are no records held by DWT, it seems highly likely that both common
frog and common toad are present and there are a few records for slowworm.
Common lizard has never been seen on the site as far as DWT are aware, but this
species is known to occur at Sandbed Lane Recreation Ground, which is not that far
away.
Invertebrates
A total of 154 species of invertebrate have now been recorded at the site as a result
of surveys undertaken by Derek Whitely and Kieron Huston over the past few years.
Whilst clearly still only scratching the surface the records have started to help build a
better picture of the value of the site for invertebrates. Amongst the invertebrates
there is one UK BAP priority species the grass rivulet moth (Perizoma albulata) first
seen on the Coppice meadow in May 2011. There are also two notable B species
(found in < 100 hectads in the British Isles), a gall fly Dioxyna bidentis and a micromoth Glyphipterix forsterella and 21 species classed as Local including the burnet
companion Euclidea glyphica moth, the orchid beetle Dascillus cervinus and the grey
mining bee Andrena cineraria. All six of the common bumblebee species have been
recorded in the new Coppice meadow.
There are official records for 18 species of butterfly present including the Purple
hairstreak a species associated with mature oak trees that is considered fairly local
in Derbyshire. There are no UK BAP priority butterfly species known from the site.
21 species of butterfly have since been identified on site.
30 species of hoverfly have been recorded included three species considered to
have a ‘Local’ distribution nationally and in Derbyshire.
In recent years species distributions have been changing rapidly and some species
formerly considered to be more southern in their distribution are spreading north.
All records are collated and stored at Derbyshire Wildlife Trust as part of the Local
Record Centre Partnership.
17.3 Conservation Management
The nature conservation value of Belper Parks is focused upon the presence of
characteristic and distinctive grassland, woodland and wetland vegetation that forms
an intimate mosaic of habitats that in turn support a diverse range of plants and
animals. The size, position and historic context of the site are also important as they
provide a robust context within which to think about future site management for
wildlife. Although the overall site is of value, there are a number of key features that
are in their own right of recognised nature conservation significance. These are listed
below:1. Semi-natural and often species rich neutral and acid grassland resembling the
UK Biodiversity Action Plan habitats ‘lowland meadow’ and lowland dry acid
grassland’.
2. Ancient semi-natural woodland is a habitat of great importance and value in
the British Isles and though fairly small in extent the oak woodlands present
here make a contribution to the wider woodland landscape of the Derwent
Valley.
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3. Stream, stream margins and associated habitats - as the Coppice brook flows
through the Park it has been allowed to develop a more naturalistic feel and
along the margins wet woodland, swamp and marshy grassland have
developed.
4. Mature trees – although relatively few in number these are an important
feature and may support their own set of species including insects, fungi and
mosses and nesting birds and roosting bats.
The following associated features are also of value, but currently play a more
supporting role.
5. Hawthorn scrub and scattered young oak trees and bramble and bracken
underscrub.
6. Species poor neutral grassland extends across much of the site and whilst it
will support a range of more common invertebrate, mammal and bird species,
its biodiversity will be low in comparison to other more floristically rich areas.
7. Planted trees – there are a variety of planted trees of which most, but not all
are native. Whilst still relatively young < 20 years these planted copses are
becoming increasingly useful to birds.
Since 2003 sympathetic management has been re-introduced to the site and there
have been significant gains made in restoring and creating habitats of nature
conservation interest. This management needs to be maintained in order to retain
and build on these gains.
Grassland management
Lowland dry acid grassland and lowland meadow are both priority habitats identified
in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. These types of grassland have declined
dramatically, locally and nationally, over the past 50 years.
Historically these grassland habitats were probably more extensive at Belper Parks
and maintained by a combination of stock and deer grazing. The cessation of active
management sometime post 1950 has resulted in the development of new areas of
oak woodland and in some areas colonisation by scrub. It is probable that coarser
grassland has also become dominant in many areas.
Although the areas of good quality species-rich grassland are now much reduced on
the site, the steeper slopes in particular remain valuable and a number of distinctive
plant species have been recorded. These include lady’s mantle, rough hawkbit, pill
sedge, devil’s-bit scabious, tormentil, wood anemone and betony.
There is an opportunity now to adopt a bold approach to the management of both the
species rich and species poor grasslands across the site and over the five years of
this management plan to transform these grasslands into species rich neutral
meadows. The success of the meadow creation work within Compartment 1 (see
Appendix 2) and the support and involvement of local people as well as the
management structures already in place make this goal achievable and realistic.
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In general a mowing regime will need to be maintained across much of the site. Over
the past 10 years this has consisted of a single cut between mid August and late
September on the LNR sections of the site. On occasion this cut has been made
either side of these dates due to weather implications. The timing of cuts has
implications for vegetation and grassland invertebrates, but responses of plants and
insects do vary and in practice the optimum cutting period is probably slightly earlier
for plants than for insects and other invertebrates.
When possible the grass should be mown between mid August and mid September.
This will allow most of the plants to flower and set seed and provide nectar sources
into the late summer period for insects (late summer is often a time when nectar
sources disappear from the wider countryside). It should also be more sympathetic
to insects trying to complete their lifecycles within the grasslands. The impact of
mowing on invertebrates, amphibians and small mammals can be reduced
significantly according to Humbert et al (2009). They state the following:“The use of cutter bar mowers (finger or double blade) are recommended over rotary
and flail mowers, because they cause around half as much mortality. When rotary
mowers are used, then the add-on conditioner should be avoided. This applies to all
arthropods, amphibians and small mammals. Cutting height should be set ideally at
10 cm or higher to preserve as much as possible the ground fauna”.
Enhancement
The approach for enhancement on the remainder of the LNR grassland areas has
been to repeat the approach taken with the Coppice meadow and purchase native
seed and then broadcast it onto prepared seedbeds, the advantage of this is it being
less demanding in terms of seed collection and would allow a large amount of seed
to be purchased. The seedbed preparation within these grasslands has been within
small plots to create the best conditions for germination and establishment of
desirable plants. Whilst we could chain harrow entire fields the opportunities for
seeds to establish would probably be lower than at the Coppice (where existing
vegetation was removed using a herbicide). Plug planting small sections has also
proved beneficial.
Maintenance of these areas is to be to continue to cut and collect as a hay crop.
Following this change in approach these areas have been ungraded into the higher
stewardship programme, which now means we will be changing the mowing regime
to just once per annum between mid August and mid September
Grazing the meadow - Cattle
In 2012 the grazing project was the subject of further consultation with local
residents to establish a suitable location for stock proof fencing. Different options for
new location of the fencing was identified on a plan and residents were asked to
identify their preferred choice. Most respondents chose the fence line shown as
Option 2 below, with the fencing contained within the meadow field and therefore this
has been adopted for the completion of the project. The Coppice meadow is now
grazed by cattle between mid-November until the end of January (weather
permitting).
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This is in part due to the issues discussed above with insects, but it is also
considered to be potentially a more sustainable and cheaper management method.
At present the grazing rights are let to a local Highland cattle breeder, who regularly
shows the cattle which makes them very docile.

Fig 2 – Coppice Project plan – cattle grazing

Grass and Woodland Edges
Tall herb, bracken and bramble underscrub
These habitats are not floristically diverse, but they do provide excellent shelter and
nesting opportunities for birds and in the case of bramble and willow herbs do
provide nectar for insects. The retention of these habitats along the edges of the
woodlands, grassland and park boundaries is therefore considered to enhance the
overall biodiversity value for the site and is seen as a desirable objective. In
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situations where tall herb or bramble has encroached upon other habitats of value
such as grassland or woodland field layer there may be a case for clearing the
vegetation and it will be necessary to ensure that further spread of these habitats is
kept in check as necessary to maintain other habitats, this is to be monitored yearly.
Woodland and tree management (including glades)
Lowland mixed deciduous woodland is a priority habitat identified in the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan.
Woodland is known to have been present on the site for several hundred years:
records from the mid 16th century describe oak, birch, hazel and beech on the site,
including the famous ‘Raven Oak’ that stood in the middle of the site for several
hundred years. The woodland today is almost certainly a remnant of this, although
with the exception of a few isolated individuals there are few mature trees and the
woodland structure is poorly developed.
The canopy is dominated by an even aged stand of pedunculate oak with occasional
to frequent sycamore and silver birch. Structurally the woodland is perhaps poorly
developed, but given its history of disturbance and uses this is understandable.
Equally the poor soil conditions combined with the historic land management are
unlikely to result in an especially diverse field layer. However, typical species such
as bluebell, creeping soft grass and various ferns are present.
The woodland is similar in composition and characteristics to other woodlands
located on the Millstone Grit along the Derwent valley, and in comparison is perhaps
notable for the dominance of oak rather than birch. The woodland within
compartments 3a,b and 9a,b differs in composition and character to some extent
from the more oak dominated stands within compartments 6a,b,c and 7.
The woodland vegetation present resembles to some extent the NVC communities
(show reasonable examples of both) W10a and W16.
The management of the woodlands and copses including both self set and plantation
stands should aim to maintain and enhance the key features such as mature trees,
native tree and shrub composition, deadwood, wood-pasture habitat, glades and
woodland structure. The site has a long history as a parkland and maintaining this
aspect of the site through selective retention and management of native trees and
shrubs such as oak and hawthorn within the open landscape of the site is desirable.
At the same time it is important to avoid too much disturbance within the woodland at
any one time.
There is an argument for small scale intervention to reduce the dominance (and
shading) of holly where this directly benefits native trees like oak, ash and silver
birch. There are several oak trees where the lower branches have been completely
enveloped by holly and even a few where the crown development has potentially
been reduced. In recent years small areas of holly have been cleared and these
areas should be monitored to assess the development of a characteristic woodland
field layer and/or tree and shrub regeneration.
In addition some areas currently free of holly (>2m in height) would benefit from
having holly saplings (<2m) removed by pulling.
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One or two areas of the woodlands support fairly crowded stands of young oaks and
again there is a case for very light thinning of these to encourage the better
individuals to flourish.
Several small glades within the woodlands have retained acid grassland vegetation
and it would be beneficial to restore and maintain these. Small grassy glades are
sheltered and can be of value for insects as well as birds and small mammals, this is
to be monitored yearly.
Plantations within the site will be retained as they are now well established and being
used by a variety of birds for nesting. However, they should not be allowed to
expand any further and no additional ornamental tree planting should be undertaken.
Strengths
Rich in historical values.
Strong landscape features.
Strong historical and archaeological
groups interested in the site.
Changing rooms.
Children’s Playground
Local Schools and groups involved in
projects
Opportunities
Install interpretation boards at different
locations throughout the park informing
visitors of the historical value of the
park.
Carry out fauna surveys to determine
habitat improvement.
Ensure woodland management is
beneficial.

Weaknesses
Maintenance of sports pitches could
have an effect on local nature reserve.

Threats
An excessive number of visiting public
having a detrimental impact on the site.
Lack of finance.

18.0 Community involvement
18.1 Community involvement and participation
The Friends of Belper Parks was formed in 2003 and were involved in the
management of the park until November 2012, when it was passed at Amber Valley
Borough Council’s Cabinet meeting as follows:
‘the Council’s relationship with Friends of Belper Parks be terminated with immediate
effect and that the Executive Director (Environmental Services) be authorised to
secure alternative arrangements for involving voluntary groups of local residents,
workers or visitors in the management of the Parks’.
This report can be viewed on our website.
In Summer 2012 Landscape Services carried out extensive community consultation
in the form of questionnaires, the results of which are to inform an action plan for the
Parks, this plan was used to facilitate public workshops throughout 2013, where the
public participated in future ideas for the Parks, and to take part in activity days
throughout the year which are to be organised by Groundwork. This approach
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allowed all members of society to have a say in any fundamental changes on the
Parks, and to be able to freely attend activity days.
The following photographs are a montage of these activities:
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In addition to the work Groundwork do, we have a partnership with a local group
called Corridor Arts who also hold public events in the park, a list of their activities
and a video of events is available on their website at www.corridor-arts.org.uk

Example of Corridor Arts Event

An education pack has been developed using information from the wildlife surveys
and archaeological research, the information was collated by Education students
from Derby University aimed at Key Stage 3 school children, this pack is held at
schools in the area for them to use free of charge as an educational tool.
18.2 Appropriate provision for the community
Belper Parks provides the community with a tranquil place to walk and enjoy the
local countryside with beautiful views. Seating is provided to allow visitors to sit and
take stock of their surroundings.
In addition the playground and recreation facilities provide opportunity for local
residents to take part in both formal and informal recreation and provide
opportunities for social interaction.
The parks are positioned in such a way they provide a convenient short cut between
the town centre and the residential areas, this allows people to take a healthy and
attractive walk to and from town as an alternative to using their cars.
A questionnaire survey was carried out in February 2008 targeting residents
adjacent to the park for their views and opinions on the park; the information gained
from this was the driving force behind improvements carried out up until 2012. A
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second survey was carried out in 2012, to monitor public perception on the
improvements, a third consultation has been carried out in 2015 again to monitor
satisfaction and highlight any areas yet to be improved.
Strengths
Mix of formal and informal spaces
Locally elected members actively
interested in the Parks
Many people use the parks to get
around the town.
Opportunities
Increased seating
Continue user surveys to monitor
customer satisfaction and plan for future
development.

Weaknesses
Less involvement from the less able
bodied due to terrain.

Threats
Budget constraints may affect
community support.

19.0 Marketing and Communication
19.1 Marketing and promotion
The park is well known to local residents, promoted mainly through word of mouth.
AVBC website contains a site-specific page with general information, site location
facilities available and future events.
A leaflet and education pack have been published which is also available in the
public domain. All Belper Schools were given a copy of the education pack following
a teacher training day on the site. The site is featured on the Community
Wildspaces section of Groundwork’s website and is included in numerous other sites
including Natural England’s, Derbyshire Biodiversity and the BBC Breathing Places.
The parks leaflet is also available at the Belper Library, Heritage Centre, and
Derwent Valley Mills Visitors Centre.
Any new developments are promoted in the local press, via the Borough Council
website and through social media.
19.2 Marketing information
Leaflets are available for the public at the Town Centre Office, local library, North Mill
Visitors centre and St John’s Chapel.
Any events or promotions are well publicised through local press, and the Belper
news.
Events and news is also highlighted on the Town and Borough Council’s websites.
Further generic consultation was carried out to inform the Open Space Strategy.
19.3 Education and interpretation
Our service level agreement with Groundwork ensures the LNR is developed with
wildlife and habitat as the main priority, They also arrange visits from Belper Scouts,
Cubs and Beavers to complete mini beast hunts and tree trail walks.
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Groundwork encourage local schools to join in with activities, however staff cuts
have limited their activities to unplanned visits to the parks in smaller class based
visits.
Strengths
Environmental education programme up
and running in schools.
Events organised through Groundwork
Opportunities
Further consultation with the wider
community.

Weaknesses
Too few notice boards within the park
informing public of events.
Too few interpretation panels.
Threats
Lack of central marketing support
within the Council.

20.0 Management
20.1 Finance
Below is a breakdown of financial profile; however the figures for 2017/18 are not
available at this point in time.
Expenditure Type
Building Maintenance
Vandalism
Utility Services
Other
Total

Table 4 . Previous expenditure.

2014/15
£8,290
£0
£352
£1,584
£10,226

2015/16
£3,316
£24
£248
£1,824
£5,412

2016/17
£4,544
£0
£359
£1,680
£6,583

20.3 Maintenance Plan
The maintenance schedule is held in a separate document, which has an easy to
follow maintenance plan.
20.4 Additional Support
The service level agreement (SLA) with Groundwork amounts to 385 hours per
annum designated to be spent working on projects in relation to Local Nature
Reserves. The service level agreement is worth £15,400 per annum split between
the four local nature reserves owned by the Borough.
The service level agreement with the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is worth £5,000 per
annum and at least 20 hours of this allocated time is spent on Belper Parks carrying
out survey work, on site monitoring, supervision and reports.
Community Support Wardens work throughout the Borough and occasionally visit
Belper Parks, either on routine inspection or attending events to promote good
citizenship and dog ownership.
20.5 Personnel
The implementation of the following staff structure from January 2017 has enabled
Amber Valley Borough Council to carry out effective management of Belper Parks.
The dark green colour shows which officers are directly involved at Belper Parks, the
lighter green shows officers who support on occasions.
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Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety Structure
Assistant
Director (L,
G & CS)

Landscape
Maintenance
Manager

Community
Safety
Manager

Community
Safety
Officer

Community
Safety
Officer (temp
1 day p/w)

Trees &
Conservation
Officer

Assistant
Landscape
Maintenance
Manager

Growth &
Town
Centres
Manager

Buildings &
Open
Spaces
Manager

Monitoring
& Support
Officer P/T

Fleet Officer

Economic
Development
Officer

Open
Spaces
Officer

Buildings
Officer

Markets
&Town
Centres
Officer

Parking &
Support
Officer

Assistant
Trees &
Conservation
Officer p/t

Cemeteries
Officer
Community
Safety
Support
Assistant p/t

B & OS
Support
Assistant
(p/t)

Team Leader
Cemeteries

Community Safety Team

Team
Leader
Street
Cleansing

Team Leader
Grounds
Maintenance
(North)

Team Leader
Grounds
Maintenance
(South)

Cleaners

Caretakers/
Relief
Caretakers

Play Safety
Team

Buildings & Open Spaces Team

Landscape Maintenance Team

Growth & Town Centres Team

Fig. 3 - Staff Structure

20.6 Implementation of the management plan
There has been a shift in priorities at Amber Valley, which has enabled a substantial
commitment to improvements to all parks and open spaces on a rolling programme
for the foreseeable future. Capital investment, utilising Section 106 contributions to
their full potential and applying for external funding in a co-ordinated way are all key
approaches to improvement.
Strengths
A dedicated team following the
management plans and pursuing
appropriate funding.
Good community links.
Strong management structure
Opportunities
Improve links with community groups to
target funding.

Weaknesses
Long term decline in parks leading to a
large number to refurbish, which may
cause overstretching of resources.
Threats
Withdrawal of corporate support.
Limited financial resources within the
Landscapes Team.
Government cuts to services.
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Chapter 3
Where do we want to go?
21.0 Introduction
The development of Belper Parks and Manor Recreation Ground have been ongoing
since 2007, at that time a great deal of work was required to improve the park to
make a pleasant place to visit.
From consultation with the wider community and key corporate objectives for parks
and open spaces, the aims and objectives below were formulated in 2007, which
have been updated in 2018 to ensure long term development of the park up to 2023.
22.0 Action plan 2018- 2023
22.1 Introduction
This section sets out the intended actions required to improve Belper Parks over the
next 5 years.
The action plan outlines achievable targets in a realistic time frame, which reflects
the contents of the management plan in line with the expectations of the community.
Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety will implement the action plan, with
support from relevant partners, it is meant as a working document subject to change
and improvement.
The  indicates that the action was completed and in which year.
The + indicates the action is to be done on a cycle.
The T is a one off project/action and this is the target year for completion.
If a project or action was not completed a x will be shown.
If it is blank the task wasn’t required
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Belper Parks Action Plan 2018- 2023
Aim
Welcoming

Description
Maintain brown tourist’s signs on the A6 and on the
Market Place, ensuring they remain visible.
Provide interpretation signs within the park.
Update the information leaflet.
Keep paths free from weed growth and in good condition.
Training for all staff on customer care.
Conduct user and non-user surveys

Estimated
Cost
Officer time

2018



Undertake monthly operational inspections of the
equipped play area and the boundary fences.
Ensure that the Community Support Wardens carry out
regular patrols within the park.
Undertake risk assessments.
Update tree survey and initiate work
Review the maintenance schedules on a yearly basis.
Ensure signage is well maintained
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2019

2020

2021

2022

+

+

+

+

T

£4,000
Officer time
Operative
Time

+



+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+

+
+

Officer time

Healthy, Safe Promote the park as a safe place to take healthy walks,
& Secure
Informal recreation and use of trim trail.

Action Date/Year

+

Groundwork
(GW)/ Active
Places
Operative
Time



+

+

+

+



+

+

+

+

Officer time



+

+

+

+

Officer time



+
+

+

+

+




+
+

+
+

Officer time
Officer Time
Operative
Time

+
+

+
+

Progress

Project slow to progress
funding required
Routine Maintenance
Part of a 4-year
programme
Non-user surveys
completed as part of Open
Spaces Strategy
Walking for health
webpage and leaflet
published. Promote onsite.
Play inspection report
provided as an appendix.

Completed each January
Completed in 2015, Aim to
complete every 3 – 4
years.
Clean and maintain

Action Plan Continued:
Belper Parks Action Plan 2018- 2023
Aim
Description
Sustainability

Estimated
Cost

Monitor waste disposal methods.

Operative
Time

2018



Action Date/Year
2019

2020

2021

2022

+

+

+

+

Ensure that where possible recycled products are used.

Introduce new machinery to reduce emissions and
improve efficiency.

T

£15,000

Introduce carbon footprint reducing installations

Conservation
and Heritage

Ensure that an audit of all tree stock is carried out,
consider replacement planting programme if required.
Ensure tree works are carried out yearly if required.
Ensure that the dry-stone walling is well maintained.
Removal of non-native trees from grassland areas.
Ensure the site is mown appropriately
Install bird-nesting boxes with residents if required.
Clean and monitor use of nesting boxes

Encourage further archaeological surveying
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+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Officer time

recycle green waste on site
or transfer to depot
recycling area.
Use of recycled polyboard
seats to develop additional
seating/ Consider recycled
products for Interpretation.
New fleet bought on a
rolling programme each
year for use by
Landscapes.
Continue light replacement
programme and introduce
additional Solar panels.
Completed in 2015, Aim to
complete every 3 – 4
years.
Large works completed by
contractors, Smaller works
completed in-house.

£1000/
Operative
Time/ GW
Operative
Time
£400 pa



+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+
+
+

+
+

+
+

Groundwork task

£3,075 pa
£100 GW




Maintain fencing.

GW/Wildlife
Trust
Operative
Time
GW/
Volunteers

Maintain the Coppice field for annual grazing cycle

+

Progress

+

Cut and bale

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Action Plan Continued:
Belper Parks Action Plan 2018- 2023
Aim
Description
Community
Involvement

Encourage the community to actively take part in
improvements
Encourage the active involvement of the Community in
the management of the park
Groundwork and Community to apply for funding.
Promote the ecological value of the park through
environmental education.

Management

2018

Action Date/Year
2019

2020

2021

2022

Progress

Officer Time



+

+

+

+

Corridor Arts and
Groundwork activities

Officer Time



+

+

+

+

Groundwork Volunteers
Funding required for
interpretation
Groundwork activities

T

Officer Time
Officer
Time/Ground
work
Groundwork
Officer Time



+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+

+

+
+

Groundwork activities

Ensure information about the park is on the web page.
Ensure the promotional leaflet is updated yearly
Promote walking in the parks

Officer Time

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

Updated as required

Officer Time





Ensure Landscapes applies for capital funds.

Officer Time

+

+

+

+

+

Review financial commitment.
Ensure investment in training and resources is
maintained yearly.

Officer Time



Following improvements
identified in the
consultation.

Ensure the management plan is adhered to and updated.
Full review of management plan in 2023

Officer Time

Host events and activities during LNR week.
Consultation with the wider community.
Marketing

Estimated
Cost

Community

Officer Time
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Officer Time

+



+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

+
+
+

Updated as required
Walking for health
webpage and leaflet
published.

Apprenticeships and
machinery has been
improved annually
Completed annually
Following consultation in
2022.

23.0 Conservation Maintenance & Enhancement
This section is to ensure the future nature conservation value of the parks is protected and
enhanced where appropriate, following detailed survey work carried out by The Wildlife Trust
and Borough Officers.
23.1 Management Objectives and Principles
The next section addresses specific management objectives for different habitat and species
that are found at the site. The management compartments are identified in the plan below.

Fig 4
Management Compartment Plan
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Grassland
Management Objective: To enhance the plant and invertebrate diversity of grasslands
within Belper Parks LNR.
Compartment 1

Fig 5 – Compartment 1 Plan

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Operational objective 1- Control undesirable tall herb species within areas 1a and 1b.
Prescription 1a: Pull creeping thistle, broad-leaved dock and ragwort and if necessary cut back
common nettle and bramble from within the sown meadow areas (late June to early July for
thistles). This is being controlled each season.
Operational objective 2: Either mow the grassland (area 1a and 1b) between mid-August and
mid-September followed by grazing area 1a with cattle between Mid-November and late
January. This is being achieved.
Compartment 5a
Operational objective 3: Maintain the plant diversity of grassland vegetation.
Prescription 3a: Mow mid-August and mid-September and remove/bale cuttings.
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Fig 6 – Compartment 5 & 6 Plan

Compartments 4a, 4b, 8, 11 and 12
Operational objective 4: Increase the plant diversity of grassland within C4a, 4b, 8, 11 and 12.
Prescription 4a: Purchase native seed from approved supplier.and seed June – September for
seeding during September/early October.
Prescription 4b: Prepare oblong plots of approximately 4m2, 9m3 or 16m3 sometime between
September – early October or if necessary in spring. Cut and remove existing vegetation using
a strimmer or mower then prepare a seed bed by scarifying to expose 50% soil using hand tools
or a hired machine, orientate plots across the direction hay making operations.
Prescription 4c: Sow the wild flower seed into prepared plots, then rake and tread seeds in.
Prescription 4d: Mow grasslands between early August and late September.
Prescription 4e: Alter the mowing regime on grassland within C12. Mow in late July and in late
September if necessary. Remove cuttings.
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Fig 7 – Woodland Compartment Plan

Compartment 10a
Operational objective 5: Leave grassland unmanaged, but prevent shrub and tree
establishment.
Woodland management – Compartments 3a, 3b, 5b, 6a, 6b, 6c, 7, 9a, 9b and 10b.
Management objective: Enhance woodlands, copses and plantations for woodland
plants, birds and insects.
Operational objective 6: Enhance woodland structure
Prescription 6a: Retain deadwood and old trees including fallen branches and standing
deadwood where safe to do so.
Prescription 6b: Retain mature trees until unsafe to do so when trees should be made safe, but
retain a ‘snag’ or pollard.
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Prescription 6c: Assisting regeneration of native species by light thinning to promote ‘best’ tree.
Removal to be targeted to maximise benefits to native species, i.e. where sycamore or holly
shades native saplings, or young or established trees C7 (see map).
Prescription 6d: Lightly thin young oaks to best trees in C7 (see map).
Prescription 6e: Assist regeneration of native trees and shrubs by removal of young holly < 2m
in height in C7.
Prescription 6f: Coppice hazel in C9a on a 8 - 12 year rotation.
Prescription 6g: Assess any threat to field layer within C9a (spring) and if necessary cut back
bramble, tall herb and shrubs where it would benefit the field layer.
Prescription 6h: Retain existing plantations and trees, but prevent plantations from spreading.

Fig 8 – Plantation Plan
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Woodland grassland glades and edges
Management objective: Restore grassland glades at identified locations within the site.
Operational objective 7: Restore and subsequently maintain glades
Prescription 7a: Fell trees and shrubs and cut back overhanging branches as well as clearance
of brambles and/or tall herbs within glades present in C6a, 6c and C7.

Fig 9 Woodland Plan 2

Prescription 7b: Maintain species rich grassland along the southern and western edges of
woodland in C6a.
Bramble underscrub and tall herb
Management objective: Maintain bramble underscrub and tall herb vegetation at current
levels to provide habitat for nesting, shelter and food for birds, mammals and insects
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Operational objective 8: Prevent further encroachment of these vegetation types into grassland
areas.
Prescription 8a: Cut back as and when necessary.
Species management
Management objective: Maintain or enhance the site for species of nature conservation
importance.
Operational objective 9: Maintain populations of purple hairstreak
Prescription 9a: Ensure mature oak are retained for purple hairstreaks.
Operational objective 10: Encourage colonisation of Belper Park by the butterfly white-letter
hairstreak.
Prescription 10a: Plant a small number of disease resistant elms in a suitable location to be
agreed following butterfly surveys in summer 2014.
Operational objective 11 : Encourage breeding birds
Prescription 11a: Erect nest boxes for woodland birds, spotted flycatcher and tawny owl.
Operational objective 12: Encourage bats
Prescription 12a: Surveys to establish current bat activity on site.
Surveys and monitoring
See Appendix 3 for details of target and current conditions for habitat and species
features.
Management objective: Ensure that management actions are meeting management
objectives
Operational objective 13: Record management actions
Prescription 13a: Establish a management action spreadsheet for recording when a
management action is started and completed.
Operational objective 14: Monitor the outcome of management actions.
Prescription 14a: Within C1 annually record plant diversity using 2 x 2m quadrats with at least 8
replicates within autumn 2008, spring 2009 and spring 2012 sown areas. Within each quadrat
record the presence of a species and estimate percentage cover.
Prescription 14b: Monitor grassland enhancement plots according to species sown. Survey 1 x
1 m areas within the plots and monitor the spread of species into grassland around the plots
using 1 x 1 m plots (a possible sampling matrix is illustrated below).
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Fig 10 – Sampling Matrix

Prescription 14c: Survey C13 after restoration work to determine extent of establishment of acid
grassland (6 1 x 1 m quadrats).
Prescription 14d: Monitor change in vegetation by survey and photography where holly was
cleared in C7.
Prescription 14e: Monitor use of nest boxes.
Prescription14f: Undertake a breeding bird survey.
Prescription 14g: Undertake an insect survey (focus on bees, hoverflies, butterflies, moths, bugs
and beetles) of C1.
Prescription 14h: Undertake a baseline survey of insects (focus on bees, hoverflies, bugs and
butterflies and day flying moths) using grasslands in C4a, C4b, C8, C11 and C12 prior to
enhancement.
Prescription 14i: Monitor disease resistant elms for white-letter hairstreak
Prescription 14j: Monitor restoration of glades by using photo-monitoring
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Ecological management schedule
Feature
Activity
Grassland Mowing

Grassland Grazing

Grassland Enhancemen
t with wild
flowers

Grassland Survey or
monitoring
Grassland Bramble and
tall herb
clearance
Woodland Thinning

Grassland
glades
Woodland
edge
grassland
Woodland
Species;
birds
Species;
bats
Monitorin
g

Cmpt
1, 4a,
4b,
5a, 8,
11,
12
1

Season
Mid August
to Mid
September

2018
+

2019
+

2020
+

2021
+

2022
+

Mid
November
to Late
January
Autumn
preferable
but spring
O.K

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

June/July

+

+

+

+

+

13

Autumn –
winter

+

+

+

+

+

7

Autumn –
winter
Autumn –
winter

1
(part)
, 4a,
4b, 8
and
11
All

+

Holly
removal <
2m ht
Coppicing

6b, 7,

Scrub/tree
control
Strimming

6a,
6c, 7
6a/4b

Autumn –
winter
Autumn –
winter
September

Survey field
layer
Erect nest
boxes
Bat activity
surveys
Undertaken
monitoring as
necessary

9a

May

All

Autumn –
Spring
Summer

9a

All
All

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
+

+

+
+

+

+

+
+

+
+

Spring Summer

+

Table 5 - Ecological management schedule
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+

+

+

Belper Parks Management Plan Appendices
Appendix 1: 2011 Habitat and species survey notes
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1) This area supports the largest stand of broad-leaved woodland within the site and is
composed of a fairly even-aged stand of pedunculate oak with silver birch, occasional
beech, sycamore and more rarely horse chestnut. Holly is very prominent within the
wood and in places dominates almost to the exclusion of all other shrub and tree species.
However, oak usually retains at least a scattered presence as an emergent tree above
the holly. Towards the top of the wood in the east the oak is younger and quite dense
and appears to be self-thinning. Mature trees are rare, but there is a single veteran beech
tree. Several other trees display some features consistent with veteran trees.
2) A young stand of oak that colonised the slope in the last 50 years.
3) Oak woodland with small areas of acid grassland.
4) Sycamore, horse chestnut, some young oak, rowan, beech and common lime are all
present in this area. The understorey is limited and the filed layer fairly sparse, although
bluebell and bramble are present.
5) Mature beech, horse chestnut, common lime and field maple with alder along the stream.
Hawthorn and wych elm occur.
6) Alder carr with ash.
7) Broad-leaved planted woodland
8) Broad-leaved wood with pedunculate oak, ash, field maple, hawthorn and blackthorn and
some holly. Bramble is locally frequent.
9) Broad-leaved planted woodland
10) Broad-leaved planted woodland; field maple, cherry, rowan, Norway maple and aspen.
11) Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland composed of pedunculate oak, silver birch,
sycamore and holly.
12) Broad-leaved planted woodland; Norway maple, cherry, field maple over coarse-leaved
grasses.
13) Broad-leaved planted woodland; aspen over bracken, rosebay willowherb and bramble.
14) Broad-leaved planted woodland
15) Broad-leaved woodland ‘shaw’ composed of mature pedunculate oak, ash and
sycamore over hazel, blackthorn, hawthorn and elder. There is a good field layer in
places with locally frequent bluebell, greater stitchwort and other species.
16) Broad-leaved woodland
17) Broad-leaved woodland
18) Broad-leaved woodland composed of even aged pedunculate oak and some holly. Fairly
open structure with little understorey. Field layer includes various grasses and bluebell.
19) Small copse with oak and brambles.
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20) Scattered planted trees and self set oaks. Bramble and coarse-leaved grasses beneath.
21) Narrow belt of broad-leaved trees.
22) The Coppice meadow – a species rich meadow has been created within this area since
2007. There are now over 55 plant species present including 21 positive indicators of
‘unimproved’ grasslands. The dominant grasses are Yorkshire fog, sweet vernal grass,
common bent and false-oat grass and the most abundant herbs are yellow rattle,
common knapweed, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, oxeye daisy, meadow crane’s-bill,
common sorrel, tufted vetch, lady’s bedstraw, red clover, meadow buttercup and ribwort
plantain.
23) This is a low lying area of marshy ground that supports various wetland plants including
marsh marigold, meadowsweet, brooklime, marsh ragwort, reed canary grass and wild
angelica. It has not been managed for over 12 years.
24) Bramble underscrub and scattered broad-leaved trees.
25) Tall herb vegetation composed of rosebay willowherb, wild angelica, thistles, hogweed
and bramble.
26) Species poor rough grassland, tall herb and ruderal species occur across this area of
ground. It has been disturbed in recent years by footpath construction and largely left
unmanaged. In 2011 it was cut and it will be restored to a more species rich meadow
during the lifetime of this plan.
27) Species rich neutral meadow composed of sweet vernal grass, common bent, cock’sfoot, red fescue, wavy hair grass and Yorkshire fog with various herbs and sedges like
wood anemone, tormentil, betony, lady’s mantle, common knapweed, common bird’sfoot-trefoil, heath bedstraw, rough hawkbit, great burnet and glaucous sedge.
28) Species poor neutral grassland typically characterised by the grasses cock’s-foot,
Yorkshire fog, red fescue, common bent and sweet vernal grass and herbs such as
common sorrel, dandelion, meadow buttercup and creeping buttercup, ribwort plantain,
yarrow and red and white clovers.
29) Small area of species rich grassland adjacent to the woodland composed of betony ,
common knapweed, devil’s-bit scabious, zigzag clover, yellow rattle and pignut.
30) Small areas of distinctive acid to neutral grassland around the edges of and within the
oak woodland. Grassland composed of wavy hair grass, sheep’s fescue, common bent,
clovers, common bird’s-foot-trefoil, devil’s-bit scabious, pignut, harebell and tormentil.
31) Acid to neutral grassland species poor generally with some areas of more diverse
grassland also present. Appears to be getting more diverse.
32) See (28)
33) Tall herb composed of rosebay willowherb, bramble and bracken.
34) Moderately species rich neutral grassland that is currently mown frequently.
Consequently there is a close sward and flowering is much reduced. A relaxation of the
mowing regime would allow longer flowering and seed set and would be beneficial for
invertebrates as well.
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35) See (28)
36) Rough grassland dominated by cock’s-foot, false oat grass and Yorkshire fog. Bluebells
are present in the spring. This area has not been managed for over 10 years.
37) Rough grassland and ruderals. The ground in this area has been disturbed in recent
years and a small area was sown with wild flowers. Some species such as meadow
vetchling are still present.
38) This open area lies at the top of the wood and is comprised of bramble underscrub, tall
herb, rough grassland and a small area of acid grassland. There are scattered trees
present mostly at the edges, but a single silver birch occurs within the field. Typically
species include the grasses false oat grass, red fescue, cock’s-foot and wavy hair grass
with taller herbs such as rosebay willowherb, common nettle and hogweed. The acid
grassland supports some heath bedstraw and bluebell.
39) This is a small acid grassland glade within the woodland. The grassland is composed of
wavy hair grass, heath bedstraw, mat grass and sheep’s sorrel. It has been invaded by
bramble in recent years and about a third of the area has been lost since 2002.
40) Rosebay willowherb tall herb vegetation.
41) Bracken tall herb.
Appendix 2: Wildflower Meadow Creation at The Coppice
Between 2007 and 2010 a partnership project called Wild About Nature and funded by SITA
Trust and Natural England was led by Groundwork with involvement from Amber Valley
Borough Council, Friends of Belper Parks and Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. This project funded the
creation of lowland meadow grassland habitat over an area of around 1ha at the Coppice Field.
Initially the Partnership established trial plots, which were monitored throughout 2006 and the
summer of 2007. The results (DWT, 2007) were encouraging and provided information on which
plant species would thrive on the site, soil samples were also taken to ensure that phosphate
levels were within acceptable limits.
The first half of the field was prepared and sown in Autumn 2007, there was a good germination
rate and the first cut was taken in September 2008, the second half of the field was to be sown
in Autumn 2008, however the weather was too wet and cold, so this is to be delayed until the
spring of 2009. In 2011/2012 the meadow is to be extended further to the west.
Monitoring surveys undertaken since 2007 confirm that the project has been successful
(Huston, 2009, 2010) at establishing species rich grassland. In 2011 there were over 50 plant
species present including at least 21 positive grassland indicator plant species.
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Appendix 3: Target condition and current status of habitats
Grasslands 1
Compartment 1 (Coppice Meadow)
Since 2007 Compartment 1 has been the subject of a meadow creation project and between
2007 and 2009 has been sown with a grassland wildflower mix. The field has now been
successfully converted to a species rich meadow that has a similar plant diversity to other
species rich grasslands found in Amber Valley. It has also become the largest and most diverse
area of grassland within Belper Parks.
The Target condition is to establish a grassland that supports at least 17 ‘indicator species’ and
that these indicators are well distributed across the site. In total 21 indicators were recorded in
2011.
Negative species such as creeping thistle, spear thistle, broad-leaved dock, bracken and
rosebay willowherb should occur rarely (<5% cover). Common ragwort is a natural component
of grasslands (recorded in half of all grassland sites surveyed by DWT since 1990), but is also a
listed as a agricultural pest. It has increased since 2009 (within the autumn sown area) and
some control may be necessary if it continues to increase.
The condition of compartment 1 in 2011 was unfavourable due to the presence of an area of
negative species. However, it will be relatively easy to control these species and provided that
the diversity of positive indicator remains at 17 or above by end of July 2012 the site should be
considered favourable.
Compartment 5
The grassland within this compartment includes both acid and neutral grassland types. The
main areas of neutral grassland occur at the base of the slope below the recently established
oak wood and above the wood where the ground is flatter. In the slope itself the grassland tends
towards the acid. Species rich areas of grassland occur around the edges of the wood and
within it.


The target condition for the neutral grassland (see vegetation map) is as follows:-

For grassland within Compartment 5b there should be at least 12 positive indicator species
including wood anemone with at least half of these in more than 5 quadrats out of 10.
The target condition for the acid grassland within Compartment 6a, 6c and 7 (see vegetation
map) is one where:


the grassland consists of a sward dominated by fine-leaved grasses including wavy hairgrass, sweet vernal grass, sheep’s fescue and common bent with an associate herbaceous
element that includes heath bedstraw, sheep’s sorrel, field wood-rush and tormentil. In
places common bird’s-foot-trefoil, cat’s-ear and bluebell should be present.

1

The Target condition for grasslands has been determined by using the presence of positive indicator
species. The median value for the number of positive indicators in a semi-natural grassland in the
Derbyshire Peak Fringe area is 20 (n = 97 SE 0.86). The potential number of positive species that could
be present depends upon the size of the field, the heterogeneity of the field, soil characteristics and the
management of the field. For Belper Parks given that some areas are slightly acid and fairly uniform the
target has been reduced to 10 for most areas, but for the Coppice Meadow and areas of long
established areas of species rich grassland the target is determined by reference to existing survey data.
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the grassland is not threatened by the establishment and/or development of trees and
shrubs

Factors affecting the grassland
The establishment of bramble underscrub and tall herbs such as bracken and rosebay
willowherb as well as shrubs and trees including hawthorn, blackthorn and pedunculate oak has
in the past adversely affected the grassland by reducing its extent and shading out many of the
characteristic flowers. This process has been largely checked in recent years through the
implementation of the mowing regime. However, there remain minor problems with small areas
of species rich grassland occurring around the edges of the woodland.
Within Compartment 1 there is a developing problem with creeping thistle and broad-leaved
dock which if left unmanaged could have a negative impact on the diversity of the grassland.
Recreational pressure – grasslands are vulnerable to trampling and locally the steeper slopes
show signs of erosion adjacent to paths. This has been exacerbated by mechanical damage
caused by mowers, motorbikes and a tractor (particularly on the ‘ski’ slope within Compartment
5).
Woodland, trees and plantations
The target condition for the woodland is one where:
•

It is dominated by high forest consisting of native tree species characteristic of the geology
and soil conditions.

•

There is sufficient recruitment to the canopy and sub-canopy of typical tree species such as
pedunculate oak, rowan, ash and silver birch to maintain the woodland and enhance the
structural diversity.

•

There is a characteristic and well established field and shrub layer comprising typical native
species such as bluebell, broad buckler-fern, wavy hair-grass and bilberry together with
holly, hawthorn, rowan and sapling oak and ash in the shrub layer.

•

Fallen and standing deadwood is retained in situ except where there is a threat to public
safety. This also includes the retention of mature trees that may have dead wood attached to
living tissue.

•

Associated features including ‘glades’ within the woodland and transitions to other habitat
types such as underscrub, scrub and grassland continue to occur at the margins of the
wood.

At the present time the condition of the woodland within compartments 3a and b, 6a, b and c
and 7 is considered to be unfavourable due to the following attribute conditions: •

Many of the mature trees are non-native species such sycamore, beech and horse chestnut.

•

In addition several of the existing glades within the woodland are threatened by the
encroachment of shrubs and trees.

•

Oak and other native tree and shrub species are adversely affected in some areas by the
dominance of holly or density of trees.
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Once management starts to the woodlands should move towards an ‘unfavourable
recovering’ status. However, it should be kept in mind that the physical site conditions in terms
of soil pH and nutrient levels are unlikely to favour exceptional diversity either within canopy,
understorey or field layer species.
Mature trees
The trees so far identified are all in favourable condition. The target condition is to ensure that
all mature trees remain in situ and deadwood associated with these trees is retained.
Plantations
The target condition is to maintain the existing stands of planted trees and promote their
continued growth, but prevent any further encroachment into grassland habitats.
Factors affecting the woodlands, plantations and mature trees
Recreational pressure
High use of the site for walking and cycling may result in the following problems: •

noise disturbance (affecting bird population)

•

soil compaction (potentially have a local impact on trees and shrubs)

•

damage to field layer vegetation by direct trampling and gradual widening of paths

It has not as yet been determined whether any of these potential impacts are currently having
any adverse effect on flora and fauna within the woodlands.
Tipping
This is considered to be a potential threat at the south-eastern interface between compartment
7 and residential areas. However, tipping also occurs elsewhere across the site.
Safety issues
Some of the mature trees could potentially be a safety concern if they become diseased,
dieback or suffer some other damage.
Hawthorn scrub, scattered young oak trees and bramble and bracken underscrub (All
especially Compartments 1, 4, 5 and 8)
Target Condition and current status
Scrub, underscrub and tall herb habitat is more prevalent within the site than in the past.
However, so long as this does not further encroach upon grassland habitats it’s presence
should be accepted.
The target condition for this feature will be achieved so long as:•

scrub, underscrub is cleared from grassland glades.

•

underscrub and tall herb communities are maintained at their present extent.
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Appendix 4: Definitions included in Land Drainage Byelaws, Environment Agency.
‘Main river’ means a watercourse which is shown by a distinctive colour on the main river map
of the Authority’s area and includes any structure or appliance for controlling or regulating the
flow of water into, in or out of the channel, being a structure or appliance situated in the channel
or in any part of the banks of the channel (other than a structure or appliance vested in or
controlled by an Internal Drainage Board or the British Waterways Board for the purpose of its
functions as a navigation authority).
‘Main river map’ has the meaning assigned to that expression in paragraph 6 of Schedule 2 to
the Water Act 1973.
Water Act 1973
Paragraph 6 of the Water Act 1973 states; ‘main river map’ means a map of a water authority
area relating to a water authority's land drainage functions- (a) which shows by a distinctive
colour the extent to which any watercourse in that area is to be treated as the main river, or part
of the main river, for the purposes 1930 c. 44. of Part II of the Land Drainage Act 1930, and (b)
which indicates (by a distinctive colour or otherwise) which (if any) of those watercourses are
watercourses designated in a scheme made under section 3 1961 c. 48. of the Land Drainage
Act 1961 (designation of water courses for drainage works in the interests of agriculture).
References
Jean-Yves Humbert, Jaboury Ghazoul, Thomas Walter. (2009) Meadow harvesting techniques
and their impacts on field fauna. Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 130 (2009) 1–8
Huston, K.R. (2007). The Coppice Survey and Monitoring Report. Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.
Project progress report.
Huston, K.R. (2009) Meadow creation at the Coppice, Belper. Survey and Monitoring Report.
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. Project progress report.
Huston, K.R. (2010). Belper Coppice Meadow Creation Progress Report. Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust. Project progress report.

64

Appendix 5 - Walkover botanical survey of C4a, C4b (part), C5a, C8 and C12.
completed on 30th and 31st May 2012.
Introduction
The quality of grassland habitat in the above Compartments has been talked about over recent
years and casual observations made that the productivity of the grass has declined, whilst sward
diversity (including the number of herbs and their cover) has increased. After discussing these
observations with Kieron Huston, he has suggested that a structured walkover survey should be
carried out to quantify the current situation. This survey was carried out to fulfil that request on
30th and 31st May 2012. Ideally the survey would have been carried out laterin the year, but an
indication of the habitat quality is required for consideration in early June.
Method
In each Compartment (see Appendix 1),the presence of herb and grass species was assessed
and recorded ateach of ten representative stops. The area assessed at each stop was
approximately 2m x 2m 2. Abundance scores are based on the methodology described in Natural
England’s Higher Level Stewardship, Farm Environment Plan (FEP) Manual [Third edition, March
2010]. If a species was present at 1 or 2 stops out of 10 = Rare (R); present at 3 or 4 stops out
of 10 = Occasional (O); present at 5 or more stops out of 10 = Frequent (F).
Results
Compartment Average
Frequencies of Lowland Meadow/Acid Grassland
(see Appendix Sp.
No. BAP indicator Species based on 10 stops.
1)
/stop
Pignut (F), Bird’s-foot trefoil (O), Yellow rattle and Meadow
C4a
12
C5a

12

C4b (pt)

10

C8

13

C12

16

vetchling (R), Heath bedstraw (Acid) (R). [Oxeye daisy and
Bluebell also present]
Pignut, Bird’s-foot trefoil, Wood anemone and Tormentil (F),
Knapweed, Betony, Lady’s mantle, Yellow rattle and Bluebell (R).
Pignut and Yellow rattle (F), Knapweed, Betony, Bird’s-foot trefoil
and Tormentil (O), Bluebell (R).
Yellow rattle (F). Some Meadow vetchling outside stops.
Non-BAP herbs include: Common sorrel, Meadow buttercup,
Hogweed, Bush vetch, Red clover (F); Ribwort plantain and
Lesser trefoil (O).
Pignut and Autumn hawk-bit (F); Oxeye daisy and Knapweed (O).

Percentage ground cover from herb species was greatest in C5a, C4b and C12 (typically >30%,
but locally >50%). In C4a and C8 percentage ground cover from herb species is generally low
(<10%), but it does appear to have increased significantly in recent years, and is locally >30%.
In all compartments except C8 and C12, Perennial ryegrass was rare or absent. In C8 it is
frequent, and in C12 occasional. Within the wide pathways (up to 3.5m wide) that are mowed on
a regular basis, ryegrass is more abundant. [Comment: There would be merit in reducing the
width of these pathways to c. 1.5m.]
In all compartments several grass species were noted, and more are likely to show later in the
year. Species recorded include: Sweet vernal, Red fescue, Yorkshire fog, Cocksfoot, Bent
grasses and Meadow grasses (typically frequent) plus Sheep’s fescue (F), Yellow oat grass (O),
Crested Dog’s tail and Quaking grass (R) in one or more compartments.

This assessment area equates to that used during SSSI condition assessments, for FEP assessment, the
standard is usually 1m2.
2
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Conclusion/discussion
There is significant botanical diversity in all compartments, and this is likely to have improved
under the annual “cut and remove” management regime which has been followed for the last 8
or so years. If these compartments were farm fields assessed as part of an HLS application,
C5a, C4b and C12 would probably be considered suitable for option HK6, “Maintenance of
Species Rich Grassland” (habitat “Lowland Meadow, UK BAP Priority Habitat”, G06).
Compartments C4a and C8 would be regarded as having potential for restoration to good
quality G06, possibly (but not necessarily) with addition of seed, either in plots or by overseeding. Topsoil samples would be taken from both and analysed for pH, P, K and Mg, as
target P index should be 0 or 1. This is because experience has shown that successful
restoration to species rich grassland is more likely to be achieved at these low indices. [C4a
very probably has low P index. C8 is however likely to be higher, as it was in the past managed
for two silage cuts per year, with large inputs of organic manures and inorganic fertiliser (info
from local resident who has known Belper Parks for many decades)].
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Appendix 6
1.0 National Context
In developing the Management Plan for Belper Parks it is important to recognise the current
political and policy context Parks and Landscape Managers are operating within. These
national strategic contexts set out the framework and determine the aims and objectives for
future management of parks and open spaces. A number of current policy guidance notes and
publications are relevant and are listed below:
1.1 The Big Society
Community empowerment; Locally led innovation, Community empowered locally on how
services are provided.
1.2 Parks and Green Spaces: Engaging the Community
Published by Greenspace in 2002 as a guide for local authorities outlines the reason for
engaging local communities and encouraging community participation in the management and
development of parks and open spaces. The guide suggests that:
Community engagement is not about reaching an end point but is a dynamic process
requiring high and substantial levels of involvement;
It is important to establish the reason for engaging the community;
Community based activities ought to compliment the aims of the organisation;
Developing site management plans in partnership with the community helps to ensure
ownership.
Linking community groups together as part of a wider supportive umbrella can add more support
to the local authority.
The community have worked in partnership with the Borough Council for many years and have
used their connections to develop an annual programme of events.
1.3 Policy Planning Guidance No17 (PPG17) and Assessing Needs and Opportunities: A
companion guide to PPG17
Originally published by the former Officer of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM, now the
“Communities and Local Government” from May 2006).
The policy planning guidance sets out the policies needed to take into consideration by regional
planning bodies in the preparation of regional planning guidance and by local planning
authorities in the preparation of development plans.
The guide sets out the government objectives for open space and recreation and views firmly in
achieving the following:
•
•
•

Networks of high quality, accessible open spaces, which are economical, and
environmentally sustainable and meet local needs.
An appropriate balance between new and the enhancement of existing open space
provision.
Deliver clarity to the developers in relation to the requirements and expectations of the
local planning authorities.
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Local planning authorities are required to demonstrate that open space and recreation meets
the local demand based upon Accessibility, Quality, Multi functionality, Primary Purpose and
Quantity.
AVBC’s Supplementary Planning Documents give a clear direction to developers of what the
needs and expectations are for Amber Valley.
2.0 Local Strategic Context
This management plan sits alongside the wider strategic context of other Amber Valley Borough
Council Policies and Documents currently in place. The Councils aim is to achieve the
objectives of the strategic framework set out within the following Policies and documents that
are appropriate for Belper Cemetery.
2.1 Corporate Improvement Plan 2017 – 2020
The Corporate Plan sets out the Council’s vision, priorities and long-term outcomes for the
Borough. It also identifies a number of measures by which its performance will be monitored.
The opportunity has also been taken to list key actions and projects for 2017/18 which are
divided between those improving the Borough and those improving the Council.
Our Vision
‘A Borough where people want to live, work, play and invest’
Our Priorities
• be responsive to local residents and businesses and offer value for money services
• contribute to a prosperous and healthy Amber Valley
• help achieve a good quality local environment
Our Values
• Excellent people focus
• Value for money services
• Progressive partnership working
• Decision making of the highest standard
• Sustainability
Priority 2: directs its attention towards achieving a good quality local environment including the
continued commitment to providing Green Flag parks and open Spaces
The long term outcomes to be achieved include:
• A popular and well used recycling and waste collection service
• Safe and attractive cemeteries
• High quality parks and open spaces that meet the needs of local residents and are accessible
to all
• Streets that are clean to the satisfaction of local residents
• Low levels of priority crime types and antisocial behaviour (ASB).
• Reduced incidence of environmental crime
The measures by which our performance will be monitored:
• Percentage of residents satisfied with recycling and waste collection service
• Percentage of residents satisfied with street cleanliness
• Percentage of residents satisfied with parks and open spaces
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• Number of sites awarded Green Flag
• Number of recorded crimes against previous 12-month period
• Number of recorded ASB calls for the service to the Police against previous 12-month period
2.2 Amber Valley Community Safety, Partnership Plan 2016 – 2017
Overall crime has increased by 5% in the latest 12 months, with reductions
primarily in non-dwelling burglaries and shoplifting more than cancelled out by
increases in violent crime.
Somercotes and Riddings Safer Neighbourhood Area (SNT) had the highest
level of crimes. Kilburn SNA saw the largest increase and Belper Town SNA
saw the greatest reduction.
Community issues
Where the results of the 2015 Citizens Panel survey for the respondents in
the Borough area significantly differed from those for the respondents overall,
details are given below:
Amber Valley respondents were more worried about being subject to a
physical attack because of race, age, gender, sexuality, religion or disability
(13% compared to 10% overall) but only a similar level of around 2% felt
these incidents happen very or quite often in their locality.
The Amber Valley Community Safety Partnership has reviewed its previous
priorities relating to crime and community safety and an Action Plan has been
developed to address its identified priorities for 2016 – 2017. A summary of
the priorities is set out below and the Action Plan can be found at Appendix A
below:
Priorities 2016 – 2017
• Anti-Social Behaviour
• Substance Misuse (alcohol and drugs)
• Domestic Violence, Abuse and Sexual Violence
• Safeguarding Adults
• Safeguarding Children
2.3 Environmental Strategy
The Council’s Environmental Strategy has been produced with the aim of improving the quality
of life for people who live and work in the Borough. Local, national and regional strategies have
been taken into account when preparing this document.
The strategy covers a wide range of issues which all have an impact on the environment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate change / energy
Material resources / waste
Physical landscape, including street scene, public spaces
Biodiversity
Air
Water
Soil
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Within the Environmental Strategy three areas have been identified as priorities, they are:
•
•
•

Climate change / energy
Material resources / waste
Physical landscape, including street scene, public spaces

The Landscapes Section led the Physical landscape section of the Strategy and has
incorporated fundamental considerations regarding new developments throughout the Borough,
using Supplementary Planning Documents as the driver.
2.4 Open Space Strategy
The Open Spaces Strategy was adopted in November 2013; it focuses on action plans for
improvement of open space for the whole Borough.
Informs developers and partners of our future intentions to help them match in with our overall
vision for open space, and helps the Council to focus resources accordingly.
2.5 The Play Strategy 2016 - 2021
Play is a vital part of every child's growth and development. Active play promotes an energetic,
healthy lifestyle, and enables children to develop their learning and social skills.
Our aim is that all children living, visiting or going to school in Amber Valley should have access
to good quality play services and facilities. We want to provide a variety of safe and stimulating
play environments, in which children are not only given opportunities to learn but also to have
fun and enjoy themselves!
This Strategy outlines our commitment towards making that a reality.
In preparing the Strategy we have worked in partnership with a number of agencies that are
involved in the provision of services to children in Derbyshire. We have also consulted directly
with children, and their parents and carers, to determine their views on existing and future play
facilities within the Borough.
We will continue to involve local communities in future decision-making around play services to
ensure that the plans we develop are inclusive, and fully meet the needs of children and young
people across Amber Valley.
2.6 The Local Plan
Amber Valley Borough Local Plan was adopted on April 2006 and was prepared in accordance
with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
The Plan sets out the planning policies and proposals for Amber Valley up to the year 2011.
The proposal map indicates that Belper Parks falls within the following criteria:
•
•

A World Heritage Site – Buffer Zone
A Conservation Area
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