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Executive Summary
Amber Valley Borough Council is committed to providing high quality parks and open
spaces throughout the Borough. In 2011 Amber Valley Borough Council focused
their efforts on ‘Making Everywhere in Amber Valley a Great Place to Live’. Radical
improvements have been carried out to Parks and Open Spaces, which have
enabled Amber Valley Borough Council to apply for Green Flag Awards where
appropriate.
‘Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety’ are led by the ‘Environment’ Portfolio.
The service is responsible for all outside development and provision, which includes
community safety, grounds maintenance, development and facilities management.
In 2017 Amber Valley Borough Council were successful in holding eight Green Flags
with plans to maintain the number of awards thereafter.
The completion of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy in November 2013 will give
a rounded strategic approach, giving the tools necessary to achieve Amber Valley
Borough Councils strategic aims.
Belper River Gardens is on the fringe of the town centre but adjacent to Strutts North
Mill, part of the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site, and is easily accessed by
local people, and visitors from around the world, it is an important tourist and
historical asset to the Council and local community; the Borough Council works with
the Friends of Belper River Gardens (The Friends Group) and other partners to
ensure this park is developed to its full potential.
This management plan is written as a strategic overview and also looks outwardly to
the wider environmental, social and economic agendas affecting open space, the
plan will also enable the Council, and partners to keep focused on future strategic
aims for the River Gardens and will update and amend annually to reflect
developments and changing priorities.
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Chapter 1
Introduction, background & context
1.0 Introduction and background
1.1 Summary of management plan
This management plan is to be used in conjunction with other corporate documents
as mentioned earlier to ensure the future development of Belper River Gardens. It is
not intended to include sections of supporting Strategies or Policies within this
document, but these documents will be referred to, and if the reader wishes to gain a
greater strategic understanding or detailed information they can do this by accessing
Amber Valley Borough Council’s website to download the appendices
1.2 Format
The plan is set out in three distinct sections, which provide the following:
•
•
•

A general background history of the park;
Where the park is currently and an assessment of strengths and weaknesses
following Green Flag judging criteria;
Future objectives for improvement of the park in a five year action plan.

1.3 Target audience and usage
The primary users of the management plan will be council officers and maintenance
staff to ensure continuous development and improvement and to prevent deviation
from the consultation framework written into the plan. Furthermore the plan will be
used by the Friends Group and the wider community for information and for them to
understand key issues and development progress.
2.0 Vision
The vision for Belper River Gardens is to protect and promote the important
landscape heritage for future generations to enjoy.
3.0 Aims
The refurbishment and restoration of Belper River Gardens was identified through
the Council’s Corporate Aims, Landscapes objectives and through consultation with
both the Friends Group and with the wider community. All development works have
been undertaken following the Green Flag judging criteria as follows:
•
•
•
•

To provide a welcoming park for members of the community and visitors.
To provide a safe, healthy and secure park for all users.
To achieve a consistently high standard of cleanliness and maintenance.
To promote and demonstrate environmental sustainability.
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•
•
•
•

To protect and promote the heritage and conservation value.
To enable community participation and involvement.
To promote the park by maximising marketing opportunities, thus raising the
profile.
To ensure effective management and corporate support.

4.0 Site Name
The site was known around 1800 as Pickles Meadow when it was flooded due to the
construction of the horseshoe weir. A small island known as River Island was formed
when the weir was raised between 1818 and 1820. This island was originally used
as osier beds to make baskets for use in the adjacent mills.
In 1905 Belper Boating Association gained a lease from Herbert Strutt to use the
river, a boating station was placed on the island, and boats hired out to the public.
This island then formed the basis of the present site, which has been known as the
River Gardens since they were created in 1906.
5.0 Location & Size
Belper River Gardens covers an area of approximately 2.4 hectares and occupies a
secluded position at a junction of the River Derwent, The A6 and the Derby mainline
railway. The Gardens are only a short walk from the centre of the historic Market
Town of Belper and are situated within the Ward of Belper North.
OS Grid Reference SK 346482.
The Address is
Belper River Gardens
Matlock Road
Belper
Derbyshire
DE56 1YD
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6.0 Site Description
6.1 Background
In 1905 George Herbert Strutt after consultation with the Belper Town and Trade
Association donated some land to provide a recreational amenity for the town of
Belper. The park was officially opened on Easter Monday in 1906.
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There are two formal parks in Belper one being Belper River Gardens, which is
owned and managed by Amber Valley Borough Council and the other being the
Memorial Gardens, which are owned and managed by Belper Town Council.
6.2 Context within green space network
The River Gardens are formal Edwardian Gardens that are registered as Grade ll* by
Historic England, the bandstand is listed Grade II independently. The Gardens are
integral to the Strutt legacy and are a feature of the Derwent Valley Mills World
Heritage Site.
6.3 Landscapes Zone
The gardens are small but beautiful with a good mix of landscape features giving a
feeling of intimacy and tranquillity.
6.3.1 Promenade
Built of wooden pilings as part of the
gardens in 1905-6, the promenade along
the front of the gardens was used for
strolling along, launching the boats and
taking in the views of the river. The wooden
pilings were replaced with steel and the
promenade reconstructed in 2009 as part
of the overall refurbishment of the gardens.
6.3.2 Mill Lade
Part of the mill lade was filled in during the
1970’s and used as the location of the play
area, the remaining part is still open water
and provides a picturesque setting at the
back of the gardens.

The play area installed in 2009 is situated at
the far end of the gardens containing a mix
of fixed play equipment, the play features
were developed through consultation with
local children, and the theme for the
play features are based upon the elements
of the World Heritage Site (Mills, machinery,
canal, railway etc.)
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6.3.4 Bandstand
The bandstand is dodecahedron with a timber
balustrade and copper roof, built in 1906 it is a
central feature of the gardens, and is Grade II
listed.
6.3.5 Tea Rooms
The tearooms are currently derelict but are
scheduled for refurbishment; an architect’s
competition was launched in 2010 to develop a new building, from this
competition a design was approved through the planning process in 2013.
Refreshments are currently provided by a concession in the gardens on a
seasonal basis.
The original tearooms were built in
1905 with a heather thatch roof,
within the first season the tearooms
were too small to accommodate the
visitor numbers and the roof leaked,
so an extension was built in the form
of the veranda and a new roof built
and covered with tiles, the tearooms
were reopened in April 1907.

6.3.6 Boating
Boating has been an important feature of the
gardens since 1905 when the first boathouse
was built on the northern end of the Island,
boating became so popular that the boathouse
was moved to its present position and
extended, the boat house is still used today
to house the rowing boats. Boating on
the river is available from May until
September for a small fee; the boats
are moored at a jetty on the promenade.
The boating concession is let out to a
local couple who are passionate about
the gardens, they carry out competitions,
to name the boats and events on the river.
Boating kiosk
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6.3.7 Toilets
The toilet block is a much later addition to the gardens, and is situated in the
car park; they are functional and clean and will be retained for the foreseeable
future. The toilets are open on a timer from 8.00am until 5.00pm or if there is
an event half an hour after the event finishes.
6.3.8 Trees
The gardens retain many of the original trees
of the 1905 layout; during the refurbishment tree
thinning did occur to reduce the density of self-set
trees in some areas to reopen up views of the
river, three trees were lost during reconstruction of
the gardens from root heave and disturbance and
have been replaced. New tree planting has taken
place with species chosen to reflect those used
in the original plantings.

6.3.9 Landscape Features
Flowerbeds
Traditional annual flowerbeds are a
feature at the main entrance and along
the promenade; hanging baskets liven
up the bandstand.
Borders
The borders are a mix of mature shrubs and trees, under planted with
herbaceous perennials and bulbs. The main feature of the gardens are the
false rockeries designed and installed by James Pulham & Sons throughout
the winter of 1906-07, much of which still survives and has been replanted
following the refurbishment.

11

This type of false rockery is commonly
referred to as Pulhamite and is a cement
used as a render applied to a masonry core
or backing structure to produce texture and
colour variation in imitation of natural rock.
It consists of an eminently hydraulic lime or
natural cement binder gauged with sand or
similar aggregate. The height and boldness
of the work were intended to impress by
mimicking stratified rock with bold projections
and recesses, fissures and cracks etc so as
to appear natural. Planting pockets would then be planted with suitable alpine
plants and small shrubs and conifers with woodbine and jasmine falling down
the face from the top.
Poetry Trail
There is a poetry trail around Belper, which
uses a piece of artwork to depict the chosen
poem, there are 22 altogether, 3 of which are
situated in the River Gardens, the Ducks,
Willows and Tiles, the leaflet can be collected
from any public outlet in Belper, or downloaded
from Beth’s Poetry Trail website
www.bethspoetrytrail.co.uk

Boundaries
The river Derwent, the A6 roadway, which is retained by a massive stonewall,
the railway line and the East Mill, bound the Gardens. Entry can be gained
from the A6, and on foot from the North Mill via a foot bridge behind
Chucklebutties.
•
•
•

Environment Agency is responsible for the river, any debris or
flooding issues.
Derbyshire County Council are responsible for the A6 Stone wall
Network Rail are responsible for the land and fence on the upper
level adjacent to the railway line.
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•
•
•

The pay and display car park is owned by Amber Valley Borough
Council, but half is leased to the owners of the East Mill from
Monday – Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm.
The entranceway and upper levels of parking and the footbridge to
Chucklebutties are the responsibility of First Investments who own
the mills.
The main gateway into Amber Valley Borough Council’s section of
the car park was designed by a local metal fabricator and depicts
fish to emulate the river.
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7.0 Land tenure
Belper River Gardens is owned by Amber Valley Borough Council, and is managed
by the Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety Section of the Environmental
Services Department.
8.0 Legal factors
8.1 Byelaws
The garden is covered by specific parks byelaws, which are governed by the
Department for Communities and Local Government which cover opening and
closing times and other basic rules such as horse riding and activities; these can be
viewed at the Borough Councils Legal Department.
However, there is a legislative framework covering Belper River Gardens which
addresses and controls behaviour and activities within public green spaces. The
following legislations are applicable to Belper River Gardens:
Legislation
The Dogs (fouling of land)
Act 1996
Crime and Disorder Act

Relevance
Fines, education
and disposal
Community safety,
nuisance and anti
social behaviour
Disability Discrimination
Access and
Act 1995
participation
Occupiers Liability Act
Health and Safety
for Visitors
Road Traffic Act (various) Illegal access by
motor vehicles
including motorbikes
and mini motos
Environmental Protection
Litter, Fly Tipping
Act 1990
and abandoned
vehicles
Table 1. Legislative framework

Responsibility
AVBC
Police
AVBC
AVBC
Police

AVBC

8.2 Public Rights of Way
There are no recorded Public Rights of Way within Belper River Gardens.
8.3 Covenants
In 1966 the gardens were transferred into public ownership to Belper District Council,
and then in 1974 to Amber Valley Borough Council, on the understanding that the
gardens could be accessed by the public free of charge.

14

8.4 Designations
The following designations are applicable to Belper River Gardens.
Designation
Register of Parks and Gardens of Historic
Interest
Amber Valley Local Plan 2006
Amber Valley Local Plan 2006
Amber Valley Local Plan 2006
Amber Valley Local Plan 2006

Description
Grade II listed (1997)
Upgraded to Grade II* (2013)
Bandstand – Grade II listed structure.
Belper and Milford Conservation Area
Derwent Mills World Heritage Site
Public Open Space

8.5 Easements
There is one easement associated with this park and is associated with Network
Rail, successors to the British Railway Board, to lay, use and maintain 2 x 1inch
water pipes and 2 x 1½ inch gas pipes.
9.0 Local Demographics
9.1 Introduction
The figures in 9.1 – 3 are taken from the 2011 census as presented to the National
Statistics website. The Borough of Amber Valley has a population of 122,309.
Belper River Gardens is located within the Belper North Ward, however, the park
does serve the wider community of Amber Valley and has visitors from all over the
UK and abroad.
9.2 Population Data
Highlighted in the table below is the local population data for the four wards of
Belper:
Ward

Male Population

Female
Population
Belper Central
2,627
2,711
Belper East
2,962
3,016
Belper North
2,381
2,463
Belper South
2,749
2,914
Total Population for Belper
Table 2 - Population Data

Total
Population
5,338
5,978
4,844
5,663
21,823

9.4 Tourism
In 2010 the Tourism Economic Impact Assessment was carried out and provided key
figures for the number of visitors to the Borough. Figures show that during this
assessment a total of 3.816 million visitors came to the Borough. Although, there are
no official figures showing the number of visitors to the gardens, event head counts
have estimated the gardens have at least 18,000 visitors per annum.
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10.0 History
10.1 In the Beginning
In 1905 the Belper Town and
Trade Association put forward
the suggestion that a boating
association be formed as a
recreation amenity of the
town. The local benefactor,
George Herbert Strutt, a direct
descendant of Jedediah Strutt
who built the town’s first
cotton mill, offered his
support.
George Herbert agreed to develop an old osier
bed by the River Derwent. The osiers were
grown in earlier days for making baskets used
in the mills. Within four months the ground
was cleared and a wooden boating stage and
iron boathouse was erected. The facilities
were ceremoniously opened on Wakes
Tuesday in July 1905, when various aquatic
sports were held.

Opening day at the River Gardens 1905

The original tearooms had a heather roof
which reminded the Strutts of their estate
cottages in Scotland, but the roof was
replaced following problems with leaks, and
a veranda was built to make the tearooms
bigger to help accommodate public
demand.

Tearooms in 1905 before the roof was changed to tiles

The success of the venture led to George Herbert financing the development of the
area into gardens and an arboretum. The official opening ceremony took place nine
months later on Easter Monday 1906, when 8,000 people watched a Grand
Fireworks Display. This was followed on Wakes Tuesday by a Grand Venetian Fete,
with decorated boats, a regatta, life saving exhibitions, fairy lights and entertainment
by Belper Pierrots and Belper United Town Band, again attended by thousands who
paid sixpence entrance fee, a considerable sum in those days.

Audrey Barrass, Belper River Gardens, Then & Now
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The tearooms in 1908 with the veranda and tiled roof.

Event 1908

The success of the boating side of the enterprise led to George Herbert Strutt
appointing an experienced boat keeper from the Isle of Skye. He was, John
MacArthur, the great-great-grandfather of the famous yachtswoman Dame Ellen
MacArthur.

Boating in the early years

There is a full Historical appraisal of the Gardens at Appendix 4
10.2 Recent History
In 1974 ownership of Belper River Gardens transferred to Amber Valley Borough
Council, throughout the next 30 years the gardens were well maintained but the
fabric was aged, the softwood tearooms became derelict and the wooden
promenade began to sink into the river.
In 2007 a Parks for People Lottery bid was submitted, but rejected in September
2007 due to the amount of engineering works required to bring the gardens back up
to a usable standard. Amber Valley Borough Council see the River Gardens as an
important historical feature and pledged £250k to the promenade project. This
funding allowed Landscapes and the Friends Group apply for funding elsewhere,
such as Growth Point, Section 106 and the Peoples Millions, a total of £715,000.00
was collected to complete the landscaping project.
A photographic record was taken of the gardens before the restoration began to
ensure the historical integrity was preserved, and to allow Pulhamite Rockeries to be
moved and safely stored, and then returned following the engineering works.
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The following photographs taken in 2008 before the restoration

Play Area which was formally the back water and docks

The upper walk along the A6 wall

Fountain on the front

Central walkway

The whole site is tired but this photo of the
promenade shows the edge slumping
forward towards the river, in total by
450cms.
Promenade looking South
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During 2009 Amber Valley Borough Council carried out essential restoration works at
Belper River Gardens. These works included the following:
Promenade – piling work and reconstruction of the promenade

Kiosk – refurbished to the original design

Mill Lade and A6 wall – refurbished walls, pathways and pulhamite rocks

Utilities being laid for lighting, CCTV and the future tearooms
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Artwork being moved to storage

Large self-set tree stumps being hand dug
out to salvage Pulhamite Rocks

A tree was lost accidentally due to the amount of work undertaken, however this tree
wasn’t part of the original design, but was the weeping willow that looked good
framing the mill lade. Parts of the lade islands were also overgrown with bamboo,
these were removed.
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Chapter 2
Where are we now?
11.0 Introduction
Amber Valley Borough Council have made a commitment to improve parks
throughout the Borough using the Green Flag criteria as a benchmark on quality and
sustainability, for each criteria section there is a summary and a table identifying
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.
12.0 The Green Flag Award
The Green Flag Award is managed by Keep Britain Tidy. The scheme has been
running for over 20 years and has become a recognised national standard for
publicly accessible parks and open spaces.
It is a quality award recognising well maintained green spaces and encourages high
standards to be achieved and sustained.
The eight judging criteria are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Welcoming Place
Healthy, Safe and Secure
Well Maintained and Clean
Environmental Management
Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage
Community Involvement
Marketing and Communication
Management

13.0 A Welcoming Place
13.1 Welcoming
Belper River Gardens is easily located a
short walk from the centre of the busy
market town of Belper, the main gate used
to be a galvanised 5 bar field gate, but
during the refurbishment a new gate was
commissioned to include a side panel to
deter access, the idea of putting golden
fish on the gate and side panel was suggested
by the Friends Group and is a nice addition.
The flowerbeds are planted both during the summer and winter months providing a
splash of colour with summer hanging baskets adorning the bandstand.
The car parks have been resurfaced as well as all the pathways.
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A new feature play area has been installed to encourage visitors, especially children,
to find out about and enjoy the history of Belper, the local cotton mill industry and the
World Heritage Site. This new play area provides a clean and easily maintained
surface all conforming to BSEN standards. Appendix 7

There are 6 interpretation panels in
the play area explaining the history
of the gardens and surrounding mills
which dominate the landscape, this
information was gathered in partnership
with the Friends Group and the World
Heritage Management Team.

Interpretation Panel
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The park has a full time member of staff to promote a feeling of well-being and helps
to support visitors.

There are welcoming boards at the entrance incorporating space for notices etc and
further interpretation of the site is situated throughout the Gardens.
13.2 Good and Safe Access
The entranceways have been resurfaced in
resin-bonded gravel ensuring easy access for
pushchairs and wheel chairs.
Vehicles are not permitted on site other than
to carry out maintenance.
The car park has designated parking for the disabled
13.3 Signage
Site-specific signage is provided on
entering the park on the boathouse wall.
The signage shows the name of the park,
a short history, information about the
Friends Group, information about the
Strutts North Mill Museum and
approved/discouraged activities
and contact details.
On entering the play area further appropriate
signage is provided.
There are also interpretation panels throughout
the site informing the public of the history of the site.
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13.4 Equal Access for All
The pathways within the park are generally level, however, there is one pathway that
is not suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs due to steps, however, parallel
accessible paths exist. Play equipment in the park has elements for both able and
less able-bodied children, and is accessible from the pathway. Benches are
provided throughout the park to sit and rest.
Strengths
Level site with good access points.
Toilets
Benches throughout the site.
Coloured gateways to play area.
Parking on site.

Weaknesses
No wheelchair access into the
bandstand.
Pedestrian access from the A6 needs
improving there is some vehicle and
pedestrian conflict.

Opportunities
Improve access for pedestrians.
Open up the old entranceway in the A6
wall and create a Juliette Balcony.

Threats
Roadway and main entrance from the A6
and Chucklebutties is in private
ownership.

14.0 Healthy, Safe and Secure
Amber Valley Borough Council has a legal responsibility and is committed to
ensuring employees and visitors who visit or work within parks and surrounding
areas can do so safely.
All relevant employees are trained accordingly to carry out specific duties within
parks, and volunteers are trained and supervised when carrying out volunteering
activities such as litter picks or marshalling on event days.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Risk Assessments
COSHH Assessments
Safe Working Procedures
Safe chemical storage, application and disposal PA 1-6 (where chemicals are
used)
Specific training and certification – e.g. chainsaw use, playground inspections.
Recognised First Aiders
A regular inspection regime

14.1 Equipment and facilities
There is a detailed maintenance regime in place to ensure standards within the park
are consistent. (Appendix 2)
•
•

General daily inspection of the park and any issues of vandalism or
maintenance dealt with anything offensive is removed within 24 hours.
Daily inspection of the play area and equipment.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly technical play inspection
Annual independent play inspection
Toilets cleaned daily.
Inspection of the bandstand daily.
Daily inspection of the quayside and boats on a seasonal basis.
Annual general building inspection to include fire extinguishers, PAT, etc
5 year painting programme for buildings and structures.

Amber Valley Borough Council operates an out of hours service for emergencies,
which can be accessed through the main switchboard.
14.2 Dog Fouling
Under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act the Council has the power to
issue Fixed Penalty Notices to anyone found to be allowing their dog to foul the land.
Enforcement of this law is carried out by the Community Support Wardens.
The River Gardens does not suffer from dog nuisance as the gardens aren’t ideally
suited to dog walking.
14.3 Provision and quality of facilities
Park staff are available to assist visitors, the toilets are open daily and the park is
kept well maintained.
The play equipment conforms to all current BSEN standards; bins and benches are
generally uniform and are well maintained.
14.4 Promoting Well Being
The park is regularly used by people to
walk along the promenade, and feed
the ducks and swans, and by the local
work force to take exercise at lunch times.
There are areas to sit and relax, the play
area is well equipped and allows for
children to stretch themselves in a safe
environment.
Boating on the river is encouraged at
reasonable rates.
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14.5 Personal safety
The park has a dedicated parks gardener throughout the year, this ensures problems
are dealt with quickly and allows the public to feel safe and secure.
Trip hazards and open walkways above the mill lade have been improved to prevent
accidents.
CCTV has been installed and is monitored 24/7 by a security company.
Site specific Risk Assessment for Belper River Gardens:
Item

Hazard

Seriousness of
potential injury

Likelihood of
injury
occurring

Paths

1. Slipping and
tripping

Low

River

1. Drowning

High

Low

Pond
Mill Lade
Events

1. Drowning

High

Low

Medium

Low

Children’s
Play Area

1. Injury from
playing on
equipment.

Low

Medium

High

Low

Low

Low

Medium

Low

Trees

1. Public liability
issues.

Falling
branches/trees
Dogs
Fouling
Nuisance
General
Visitors
Public
becoming
Safety
ill/injured
Anti social
behaviour
Table 3 Site Risk Assessment

Medium

Control measures
The paths are kept clean
and are in a good
condition.
The full-time park keeper
monitors use of the
boating facility during
working hours. Boats
are not in use when no
attendant on site.
Lifebuoys available when
the park is staffed.
Attendant on site, good
visibility, edging to water
Events are monitored
closely through a strict
application procedure,
and events guide.
The equipment and
installation conform to
current BS standards.
Daily inspections and an
in house maintenance
team ensure problems
are resolved quickly.
Regular tree surveys and
work carried out
Enforcement, staff
presence, dogs on leads.
Trained Staff on site
Close to local amenities
CCTV

Community Safety Partnership have reports of anti social behaviour ‘requests for
service’ numbers, the trend has shown a reduction to lower or more recently no
‘requests for service’ in or adjacent to the park which has been a trend since the
refurbishment in 2009, this is down from an average of seven per week in 2008//09,
the general complaints were noisy teenagers, graffiti, petty vandalism and theft.
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CCTV and the reopening of the Gardens have increased visitor numbers, which in
turn has pushed out the negative elements in the Gardens.
Strengths
Full time park staff
Risk Assessments carried out.
Dog enforcement implemented
Well trained and qualified staff within the
department.
CCTV
Opportunities
Further encourage local school children
to use the gardens as part of the
curriculum

Weaknesses
Low risk issues with river safety.

Threats
Anti social behaviour at night.
Vandalism of the facilities.

15.0 Well Maintained and Clean
15.1 Litter and waste management
Park staff are responsible for daily inspections and clearing of rubbish and emptying
bins.
15.2 Grounds maintenance and horticulture
Maintenance schedules are followed to ensure borders are well kept and grass
cutting is done regularly. (Appendix 2)
15.3 Building and infrastructure maintenance
On site staff can action minor repairs immediately. Larger problems are made safe
and reported and dealt with as quickly as possible by specialist staff or contractors.
The Tearooms are in a derelict condition but this situation is being actively
progressed by the Borough Council and community so that appropriate facilities can
be restored. (Appendix 5)
15.4 Equipment maintenance
The mill lade and pond are inspected and cleaned when required, the mill lade is
fitted with a pump to ensure algae blooms are kept under control.
The play area is inspected and maintained on a daily basis; equipment replacement
is carried out when required, independent inspections are carried out yearly.
The bandstand is cleaned regularly and inspected daily for any damage.
The boats are checked each morning when in use, they are refurbished each winter,
repainted and repairs made.
The buoyancy aids are checked before each use, and any repairs made or replaced
if worn or damaged.
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Strengths
The site is generally inspected daily.
Good staff presence

Weaknesses
Mechanical sweeper damaging resin
bonding

Opportunities
To increase under planting in bare shrub
areas.

Threats
An ageing workforce limiting
knowledgeable staff in horticulture

16.0 Environmental Management
16.1 Environmental policies and resource conservation
The Borough Council adopted the Environmental Policy in April 2007, there is also
an Environmental Partnership consisting of AVBC, Derby and Derbyshire
Groundwork, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, and Derbyshire County Council, linking with
local businesses, schools and other authorities such as the Police. This can be
viewed on Amber Valley Borough Council website click on the directory E, and then
look under Environmental Protection.
The new policy was launched in April 2007 outlining best practice and giving
practical advice to all on how they can do their bit; this has been delivered to
businesses and organisations throughout Amber Valley.
Landscapes are lead on the Landscape elements within the Strategy, details of how
the Strategy is promoted can be found in Supplementary Planning Documents where
developers and partners are directed to ensure they work to the AVBC ethos on
sustainability.
Corporately the Borough Council purchase utilities from a % of renewable sources;
we also have a rolling programme of retro fitting LED lighting to reduce costs and
emissions, solar panels are also being installed on appropriate roofs.
16.2 Pesticide and Herbicide use
Generally herbicide and pesticide use is kept to a minimum, but are used where
conditions dictate such as in the control of invasive weeds such as Japanese
Knotweed.
On the River Gardens the park keeper generally hand weeds, but in difficult areas
some Glyphosate is used as a spot treatment.
Working parties of the Friends Group do not use any herbicide or pesticide.
Algae growth in the mill lade used to be manually removed from the mill lade and
disposed of to landfill, however in 2010 we started to use Scotts Procrystal Algae
control, a naturally found algae eating bacteria which is harmless to the environment,
fish and plant life are not affected, it is easy to handle (nontoxic) and very cost
affective.
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16.3 Peat use
Amber Valley is using reduced peat products in regards to all annual bedding orders,
and have reduced the order by 50%.
All trees are purchased bare root.
16.4 Waste minimisation
Changes in operational procedure means the Council implementing changes in
green waste management, the River Gardens composts the majority of its green
waste in a skip to be returned to the depot for reuse on shrub beds.
16.5 Arboricultural and woodland management
An Arboricultural Officer maintains the Borough’s tree stock, trees within the river
gardens are monitored every three years, the report can be found at (Appendix 3)
Strengths
Development and commitment to the
Environmental Policy and partnership.
Dedicated Arboricultural Officer
Use of pesticides and herbicides kept to
a minimum.
Commitment to reducing peat use
Opportunities
Persevere with reduced peat products
for bedding

Weaknesses
Mulching of beds is not advised by the
Environment Agency at this location due
to the risk of flooding

Threats
Failure of reduced peat products to
perform.

17.0 Biodiversity, Landscape and Heritage
A Historical Appraisal is at Appendix 4
An Ecological Survey is at Appendix 6
17.1 Natural features, wildlife and flora
The River Gardens hold some high nature conservation value especially along the
river; however, the introduction of any planting has to be carefully considered due to
the Grade II* listing.
The trees, rockeries and A6 walling are a good source of habitat for birds and other
wildlife especially bats; ivy removal is done in stages to limit the impact on wildlife.
The friends group have planted inaccessible areas with native shrubs and wild
flowers to help increase the riverside biodiversity.
There is no evidence of water vole in the gardens due to the lack of grazing for them,
but there are many water birds which migrate down from the
Nature Reserve from further upstream, these include mute swan, canadian goose,
mallard duck, moorhen, heron and pigeon, this has further encourage an
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annual family of Peregrine falcon to nest
on the East Mill, this bird of prey attracts
hundreds of enthusiasts to the gardens
to take photo’s and monitor the breeding
success each year.

The area at the rear of the boat shed has been planted by the Friends Group with
osier willow which is an excellent educational tool for children when the Friends
Group do their event walks, this shows what an osier bed is, and what it was used
for by the mill workers.
17.2 Landscape features
The mature trees and rockeries are a major feature of the area, the walkways are
well used for general relaxation, the planting is traditional and in keeping with this
type of park from the early part of the last century.
The poetry trail pieces are interesting and appropriate in the gardens and link the
gardens to the rest of the town as part of Beth’s Poetry trail.
www.bethspoetrytrail.co.uk

A bronze willow sculpture was installed in Spring
2014, this was funded through The English Arts
Council and Belper was chosen for its final
destination, it will link the modern use of willow
with the osiers beds that were the foundation of
the gardens over 100 years ago, interpretation is
expected to be installed later next year as funding
becomes available. The artist’s name is Rachel
Carter and her work along with a step by step blog
of how she created the willow sculpture can be
seen on her web page at www.rachelcarter.co.uk
This photo shows Rachel Carter with the Borough
Mayor at the unveiling in April 2014.
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17.3 Buildings and structures
The gardens are surrounded by listed properties and are positioned within the
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site; the famous Strutt mills dominate the
landscape.
The bandstand is Grade II listed and the gardens are registered as Historical Parks
and Garden Grade II*.
17.4 Swiss Tearooms
During the restoration the funding was primarily spent on the engineering elements
of the gardens and infrastructure, funding for the Tearooms was more difficult to
obtain and is being dealt with as a separate project.
Early in 2011 Amber Valley Borough Council launched an architect’s competition,
which proved to be a huge success both in the quality of the submissions and the
amount of submissions received. The public were involved with choosing their
favourite and was taken into consideration by the judging panel.
There were six panellists, who chose a short list of designs, and the final 6 designers
presented their drawings and concepts to the panel before a final architect was
chosen, which was by McNeil, Beechey O’Neill Architects as shown below.
Since this concept design the architect was
officially appointed to work with the
historical constraints of the site, English
Heritage’s guidance, the public’s input and
the World Heritage Technical Panels views,
from this the architects have worked up a
final design which received Planning
Permission in 2013 and can be viewed on
the website www.ambervalley.gov.uk using
reference code AVA/2013/0877 in the ‘view
a planning application’ bar.
Since then the design was evaluated and found to need funds of more than
£600,000 which is more than the original brief estimate of £400,000. The Borough
Council are finding it difficult to allocate this investment due to the recent financial
constraints.
In February 2015 the Borough Council made a request to community leaders in
Belper to create a community group dedicated to pushing this project forward. This
group has successfully formed and has appointed a body of volunteers with
professional skills, such as a local architect, accountant, and business professionals
to create a Community Interest Company.
The borough council is considering a new design, subject to planning permission and
consultation to provide additional options to develop the project in the future.
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Strengths
Strong local community enthusiastic in
developing the historic and
environmental interest in the park.
Good links with the adjacent Strutts
North Mill museum.
Set within the DVMWHS
Opportunities
The local school could become involved
in bird and bat box making and
monitoring.

Weaknesses
Buildings are vulnerable due to their age
and style.
Lack of Local Government funds
Charitable funding for a new building is
limited
Threats
Capital Funding for the Tearooms
Viability of the replacement tea rooms

18.0 Community Involvement
18.1 Community involvement and participation
The River Gardens have had a long standing Friends Group who organise events,
historical walks and talks, shrub and herbaceous planting, and have been key in the
refurbishment of the gardens, carrying out important research and gathering public
opinion.

Friends group planting the borders

Friends group walk and talk

The Group have encouraged children
to be involved with choosing the play
equipment, and raised the required funding
of £50,000.00, they developed the design brief
which incorporated the historical elements.

Official play area opening

This work with children formed the basis for a local school to become involved in
design a bedding scheme in the gardens, this has proved popular with children as
they come into the gardens to plant the design, and they get to use the play area in
school time.
Belper Town Council and the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Coordinator,
supported by the Friends Group, organise and run events in the gardens, which
attract thousands of visitors to the area. In the summer months the main events are
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the Larks in the Park, which are regular Sunday band concerts, details can be found
on the Belper Town Council website www.belpertowncouncil.gov.uk

Other events are the annual well dressing, a revival from the Victorian times and
very popular in Derbyshire.
The 2015 theme chosen by the Friends Group was Alice in Wonderland to celebrate
150 years.
This traditional artwork is set in clay, then dried flowers and other natural materials
are used to create the picture, these are done by various community groups in the
area and displayed at an event day in the gardens.

Friends group members creating the panel

The final design at the gardens

Discovery Days are funded by the County Council, Belper Town Council and
supported by the Borough Council and Friends Group, through the World Heritage
Site coordinator, they run through October each year and are events to celebrate the
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World Heritage corridor which the River Gardens are part of, details of these events
and a leaflet can be found at www.derwentvalleymills.org
Allotment Plot
Summer 2015 the school took a break from designing the flower bed so the Friends
Group could use the main feature bed near the entrance for a one off special project,
which was to remind people of when the river gardens were used as allotments in
1915 as part of the war effort to feed the country.

The interpretation also let people know that Belper was the first town to have
dedicated allotments for its workers, the graphics for the interpretation were drawn
by an AVBC officer, and the bed was planted and maintained by volunteers from the
Friends Group and Belper Gardening Association, at the end of the season the
vegetables were harvested and given away to visitors to the gardens.

Friends group and Gardening Club setting out the allotment plot

The group meet at least 6 times per year and have a well-functioning committee; the
meetings are also attended by Officers from AVBC and the World Heritage Site
coordinator, their website has details of meeting dates, events and volunteering
opportunities www.friendsbrg.btik.com.
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New Projects
New Projects for the group from 2015 was to introduce climbing rocks in the play
area, this is for young children to have an alternative to climb on other than the
Pulhamite rockeries, this is to help preserve the original rockeries, but will also give
additional interest in the play area extending the play enjoyment and adding a
different element. A successful funding bid helped the group raise funds to introduce
the boulder, which can be played upon within the play area.
The Friends Group are also surveying the gardens from old photographs and
carrying out onsite investigation to try and find the sunken Pulhamite and old
walkways, they are starting on the Serpentine Walkway, once the survey work is
complete a restoration project will be initiated.
Fundraising
The friends group were key to obtaining the funding for the play area, they applied to
the Peoples Millions for £50,000.00 contribution to the £90,000.00 cost of the play
area, the most important factor in the design brief was play to reflect the history of
the gardens and surrounding area, the chosen design was selected by the friends
group following the extensive public consultation and workshops with local children.
The themes were transport, canal and rail, cotton, waterpower and interpretation.
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18.2 Appropriate provision for the community
The gardens offers the community a wide range of facilities including a well equipped
play area, which is a dog free area, formal seating, a bandstand, boating on the river
and lovely garden walks.
In 2007/08, extensive consultation was carried out with residents, the Friends Group,
local businesses and partner organisations to inform the refurbishment process.
Since then further consultation has been carried out by the friends group on site
during events, the main feedback is positive about the gardens and the
refurbishment, however, the derelict tearooms remain a serious concern for the
public.
Consultation
The onsite gardener keeps a visitors book which is placed on a table outside the
boathouse in summer, people fill this in and make comments about their visit, this
gives us an idea about where people visit from and what they think of their visit as
shown in the table below:
Number
30 people
13 people
92 people
7 people
3 people
1 person
2 people
2 people
1 person

From
Belper
Amber Valley Area
UK
Europe
Africa
USA
Dubai
Australia
New Zealand

Every comment said their visit was lovely, peaceful, beautiful place, well maintained.
6 added the comment that tearooms were required.
Strengths
Proactive Friends Group.
Excellent range of facilities.
Facilities for all age groups.

Weaknesses
Misuse of the area out of hours.
Limited knowledge of user numbers.

Opportunities
Links could be forged with children from
other schools

Threats
Loss of the Friends group
Loss of World Heritage status, (due to
external factors).
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19.0 Marketing and Communication
19.1 Marketing and promotion
The Gardens are widely promoted by the Friends Group, the North Mill Museum and
the World Heritage Partnership, through word of mouth, the Discovery Days
Calendar of Events, advertising and through the education delivered in the Museum.
AVBC has a web site with site-specific information.
The group develop an event leaflet each year about the gardens; this is available to
view in the notice board, on the web site and in the Council Office reception areas.
Events in the gardens are advertised in the local press and websites, we also keep
external websites updated such as http://www.letsgobritain.co.uk/venue/belper-rivergardens.
19.3 Education and interpretation
Strutts North Mill Museum provide educational activities, walks and talks about
Belper’s Mills, historic sites and the River Gardens for the public and school parties
on a regular basis.
The Borough Council liaise with the local schools to carry out walks and talks about
the history of the site and nature and wildlife, the talks are carried out in the
bandstand.
The World Heritage Partnership promotes the Derwent Valley, and organises events
every year at the River Gardens through their Discovery Days event.
Strengths
Vibrant local support for the gardens
Knowledgeable park keeper
Consistent events diary throughout the
summer
Good partnership links with the Friends
Group, Strutts North Mill Museum and
the World Heritage partnership.
Opportunities
A Marketing Strategy could be developed
for all AVBC Parks.

Weaknesses
Little information on user numbers

Threats
Lack of central marketing support within
the council.

20.0 Management
20.1 Finance
Below is a breakdown of the financial profile; however the figures for 2017/18 are not
available at this point in time.
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Expenditure Type
Building Maintenance
Vandalism
Utility Services
Other

2014/15
£4,057
£230
£2,644
£257

2015/16
£5,490
£61
£2,067
£2,193

2016/17
£5,296
£849
£2,502
£3,096

Total

£7,188

£9,811

£11,745

Table 4. Previous expenditure.

Grounds Maintenance is carried out by 1 full time operative, any specialist work is
carried out by contractors which are shown above.
20.2 Capital Expenditure
2008/09
£415,883

2009/10
£250,000

2010/11
£50,000

2013/14
£50,000

2014/15
£25,000

Total
£790,000

2014/15 – refurbishment of the bandstand, replacement of the lost copper roof and
finial and repainting.
20.3 Personnel
The implementation of the following staff structure from January 2017 has enabled
Amber Valley Borough Council to carry out effective management of Belper River
Gardens. The dark green colour shows which officers are directly involved at Belper
River Gardens, the lighter green shows officers who support on occasions.
Landscapes, Growth and Community Safety Structure
Assistant
Director (L,
G & CS)

Landscape
Maintenance
Manager

Community
Safety
Manager

Community
Safety
Officer

Community
Safety
Officer (temp
1 day p/w)

Trees &
Conservatio
n Officer

Assistant
Landscape
Maintenance
Manager

Growth &
Town
Centres
Manager

Buildings &
Open
Spaces
Manager

Monitoring
& Support
Officer P/T

Fleet Officer

Economic
Development
Officer

Open
Spaces
Officer

Buildings
Officer

Markets
&Town
Centres
Officer

Parking &
Support
Officer

Assistant
Trees &
Conservation
Officer p/t

Cemeteries
Officer
Community
Safety
Support
Assistant p/t

B & OS
Support
Assistant
(p/t)

Team Leader
Cemeteries

Community Safety Team

Team
Leader
Street
Cleansing

Team Leader
Grounds
Maintenance
(North)

Team Leader
Grounds
Maintenance
(South)

Cleaners

Caretakers/
Relief
Caretakers

Play Safety
Team

Buildings & Open Spaces Team

Landscape Maintenance Team

Fig. 1 - Staff Structure
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Growth & Town Centres Team

20.4 Implementation of the management plan
There has been a shift in priorities at Amber Valley, which has enabled a substantial
commitment to improvements to all parks and open spaces on a rolling programme
for the foreseeable future. Capital investment, utilising Section 106 contributions to
their full potential and applying for external funding in a co-ordinated way are all key
approaches to improvement.
Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

A dedicated team following the management
plans and pursuing appropriate funding.
Strong community links.

Improve links with community groups to
target funding.

Long term decline of parks leading to high
numbers needing refurbishment.
Government cutbacks leading to Officer
shortfalls to support community groups and
lead projects.
Withdrawal of corporate support
Limited financial resources within the
Landscape Development team
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Chapter 3
Where do we want to go?
21.0 Action Plan 2015 - 2020
21.1 Introduction
This section sets out the intended actions and improvements required in the gardens
over next 5 years.
The action plan outlines achievable targets in a realistic time frame, which reflect the
contents of the management plan in line with the expectations of the community.
Landscape Growth and Community Safety will implement the action plan, with
support from the Friends Group and other relevant partners, it is meant as a working
document subject to change and improvement.
The  indicates that the action was completed and in which year.
The + indicates the action is to be done on a cycle.
The T is a one off project/action and this is the target year for completion.
If a project or action was not completed a x will be shown.
If it is blank the task wasn’t required
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Action Plan 2015- 2020
Aim
Well
Maintained
and Clean

Sustainable

Conservation

and Heritage

Description

Estimated
Cost

Ensure full time operative is based on site

2015

2016

2017

2018









+







+

Continue to promote positive liaison with the community
and the Community Support Wardens
Ensure the tree stock is kept in good order

Officer Time



Officer Time

Restock planted areas
Repaint furniture and buildings

£2,000





Introduce schemes to reduce emissions such as LED

£3,000

Introduce new machinery to reduce emissions and
improve efficiency throughout the Borough

£15,000 pa

Renovate Serpentine walkway

£10,000

£2,500
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Action Date/Year

2019

+
+







Due to cuts, this could be
under threat.
Due to cuts, this could be
under threat.
Surveys carried out, remedial
works done if required

FG replanted areas

Done on a 5 year programme

T



Progress

+

T

For buildings and outdoor
lights

Source funding with Friends
Group

Action Plan continued
Community

Management

Attend at least two meetings of the Friends Group per
year, and support as necessary
Encourage new membership to the group
Friends group to apply for funding to improve play

Officer Time



Friend Group



Consultation with the wider community and partners.

Officer/FG

Build a new tearooms with community support

£400K

Ensure Landscapes continue to apply for capital funds.

Officer Time



Ensure investment in training and resources is
maintained yearly
Ensure the management plan is adhered to and updated

Operational



Carry out public consultation to inform the new plan
Ensure management plan is fully reviewed

Officer Time
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Officer Time

Officer Time
Officer Time





+

+

Due to cuts, this could be
under threat.

2 new members in 2015



T
T

Applied for £12K for play
rocks in 2015
Tearooms consultation
2016
More funding required







+

Bandstand refurbishment
done in 2015. Serpentine walk
funding required
Apprenticeships are running
successfully







+

Updated as events and
circumstances change

+
+

2020

22.0 Monitoring and Evaluation
The Gardens management plan will be regularly reviewed using the process below:
Annual Review

The review will be done by the Open Spaces Officer and
presented to the Friends Group for comments and ideas for the
following years. Any aims, which were not completed, will be
moved to subsequent years accordingly

Revisions

New strategies and policies may affect the management plan
during the course of the five years; these will be incorporated
into the action plan if relevant.

Review
A fundamental review will be taken in year five (2020), All partners and stakeholders
will be consulted. A thorough investigation will be made to evaluate whether
objectives were met.
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Appendix 1
1.0 National Context
In developing the Management Plan for Belper River Gardens it is important to
recognise the current political and policy context Parks and Landscape Managers
are operating within. These national strategic contexts set out the framework and
determine the aims and objectives for future management of parks and open spaces.
A number of current policy guidance notes and publications are relevant and are
listed below:
1.1 The Big Society
Community empowerment; Locally led innovation, Community empowered locally on
how services are provided.
1.2 Developing Accessible Play Space
A good practice guide published by the former Officer of the Deputy Prime Minister
(ODPM, now the “Communities and Local Government” from May 2006). It is
recognised that all children make life development through the social and emotional
skills of play. The introduction of the Disabled Discrimination Act of 1995 led the
guide to understand that each child can be different and that a child’s life
development through access to play is key. The guide’s recommendation is to make
the developer concentrate on making the environment fit for the child.
During 2009 the Friends of Belper River Gardens successfully applied for funding to
provide a new play area. The Friends of Belper River Gardens and AVBC have
ensured the play area refurbishment has taken into consideration the needs of
children with physical limitations, and have provided level access. The play area has
also been designed to reflect local heritage.
1.3 Parks and Green Spaces: Engaging the Community
Published by Greenspace in 2002 as a guide for local authorities outlines the reason
for engaging local communities and encouraging community participation in the
management and development of parks and open spaces. The guide suggests that:
Community engagement is not about reaching an end point but is a dynamic
process requiring high and substantial levels of involvement;
It is important to establish the reason for engaging the community;
Community based activities ought to compliment the aims of the organisation;
Developing site management plans in partnership with the community helps to
ensure ownership.
Linking community groups together as part of a wider supportive umbrella can add
more support to the local authority.
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AVBC have achieved this by regularly attending the groups meetings to submit
project ideas, once the group are happy with the project idea, it is pushed forward
with their help and support.
The Friends of Belper River Gardens have worked in partnership with the Borough
Council for many years and have used their connections with the local community to
undertake consultation to ascertain the needs and requirements of the local
community on various issues relating to the park.
1.4 Policy Planning Guidance No17 (PPG17) and Assessing Needs and
Opportunities: A companion guide to PPG17
Originally published by the former Officer of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM, now
the “Communities and Local Government” from May 2006).
The policy planning guidance sets out the policies needed to take into consideration
by regional planning bodies in the preparation of regional planning guidance and by
local planning authorities in the preparation of development plans.
The guide sets out the government objectives for open space and recreation and
views firmly in achieving the following:
•
•
•

Networks of high quality, accessible open spaces, which are economical, and
environmentally sustainable and meet local needs.
An appropriate balance between new and the enhancement of existing open
space provision.
Deliver clarity to the developers in relation to the requirements and
expectations of the local planning authorities.

Local planning authorities are required to demonstrate that open space and
recreation meets the local demand based upon Accessibility, Quality, Multi
functionality, Primary Purpose and Quantity.
AVBC’s Supplementary Planning Documents give a clear direction to developers of
what the needs and expectations are for Amber Valley.
2.0 Local Strategic Context
This management plan sits alongside the wider strategic context of other Amber
Valley Borough Council Policies and Documents currently in place. The Councils
aim is to achieve the objectives of the strategic framework set out within the following
Policies and documents that are appropriate for Belper River Gardens.
2.1 Corporate Improvement Plan 2017 – 2020
The Corporate Plan sets out the Council’s vision, priorities and long-term outcomes
for the Borough. It also identifies a number of measures by which its performance
will be monitored. The opportunity has also been taken to list key actions and
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projects for 2017/18 which are divided between those improving the Borough and
those improving the Council.
Our Vision
‘A Borough where people want to live, work, play and invest’
Our Priorities
• be responsive to local residents and businesses and offer value for money services
• contribute to a prosperous and healthy Amber Valley
• help achieve a good quality local environment
Our Values
• Excellent people focus
• Value for money services
• Progressive partnership working
• Decision making of the highest standard
• Sustainability
Priority 2: directs its attention towards achieving a good quality local environment
including the continued commitment to providing Green Flag parks and open Spaces
The long term outcomes to be achieved include:
• A popular and well used recycling and waste collection service
• Safe and attractive cemeteries
• High quality parks and open spaces that meet the needs of local residents and are
accessible to all
• Streets that are clean to the satisfaction of local residents
• Low levels of priority crime types and antisocial behaviour (ASB).
• Reduced incidence of environmental crime
The measures by which our performance will be monitored:
• Percentage of residents satisfied with recycling and waste collection service
• Percentage of residents satisfied with street cleanliness
• Percentage of residents satisfied with parks and open spaces
• Number of sites awarded Green Flag
• Number of recorded crimes against previous 12-month period
• Number of recorded ASB calls for the service to the Police against previous 12month period
2.2 Amber Valley Community Safety, Partnership Plan 2016 – 2017
Overall crime has increased by 5% in the latest 12 months, with reductions
primarily in non-dwelling burglaries and shoplifting more than cancelled out by
increases in violent crime.
Somercotes and Riddings Safer Neighbourhood Area (SNT) had the highest
level of crimes. Kilburn SNA saw the largest increase and Belper Town SNA
saw the greatest reduction.
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Community issues
Where the results of the 2015 Citizens Panel survey for the respondents in
the Borough area significantly differed from those for the respondents overall,
details are given below:
Amber Valley respondents were more worried about being subject to a
physical attack because of race, age, gender, sexuality, religion or disability
(13% compared to 10% overall) but only a similar level of around 2% felt
these incidents happen very or quite often in their locality.
The Amber Valley Community Safety Partnership has reviewed its previous
priorities relating to crime and community safety and an Action Plan has been
developed to address its identified priorities for 2016 – 2017. A summary of
the priorities is set out below and the Action Plan can be found at Appendix A
below:
Priorities 2016 – 2017
• Anti-Social Behaviour
• Substance Misuse (alcohol and drugs)
• Domestic Violence, Abuse and Sexual Violence
• Safeguarding Adults
• Safeguarding Children
2.3 Environmental Strategy
The Council’s Environmental Strategy has been produced with the aim of improving
the quality of life for people who live and work in the Borough. Local, national and
regional strategies have been taken into account when preparing this document.
The strategy covers a wide range of issues which all have an impact on the
environment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate change / energy
Material resources / waste
Physical landscape, including street scene, public spaces
Biodiversity
Air
Water
Soil

Within the Environmental Strategy three areas have been identified as priorities, they
are:
•
•
•

Climate change / energy
Material resources / waste
Physical landscape, including street scene, public spaces

48

The Landscapes Section led the Physical landscape section of the Strategy and has
incorporated fundamental considerations in regard to new developments throughout
the Borough, using Supplementary Planning Documents as the driver.
2.4 Open Space Strategy
The Open Spaces Strategy was adopted in November 2013; it focuses on action
plans for improvement of open space for the whole Borough.
Informs developers and partners of our future intentions to help them match in with
our overall vision for open space, and helps the Council to focus resources
accordingly.
2.5 The Local Plan
Amber Valley Borough Local Plan was adopted on April 2006 and was prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
The Plan sets out the planning policies and proposals for Amber Valley up to the
year 2011.
The proposal map indicates that Belper River Gardens falls within the following
criteria:
•
•
•

A World Heritage Site
A Conservation Area
A Flood Plain

2.6 The Play Strategy 2016 - 2021
Play is a vital part of every child's growth and development. Active play promotes an
energetic, healthy lifestyle, and enables children to develop their learning and social
skills.
Our aim is that all children living, visiting or going to school in Amber Valley should
have access to good quality play services and facilities. We want to provide a variety
of safe and stimulating play environments, in which children are not only given
opportunities to learn but also to have fun and enjoy themselves!
This Strategy outlines our commitment towards making that a reality.
In preparing the Strategy we have worked in partnership with a number of agencies
that are involved in the provision of services to children in Derbyshire. We have also
consulted directly with children, and their parents and carers, to determine their
views on existing and future play facilities within the Borough.
We will continue to involve local communities in future decision-making around play
services to ensure that the plans we develop are inclusive, and fully meet the needs
of children and young people across Amber Valley.
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2.7 Service Development Process
Aim
Obtain baseline
information on all parks
using the Green Flag
criteria
Ensure all open spaces
are accessible, clean
and well maintained
Ensure the publics
needs are met in the
provision of parks and
open spaces
Maximise Revenue

Objective
Continue to undertake
site audits. Assess
funding requirements to
enable these to be
brought up to an
appropriate standard.
Two parks upgraded in
the next three years.
DDA assessments
undertaken
Ensure comprehensive
consultation with the
public, partners and
stakeholders
Develop a fees and
charges policy through
consultation.
Investigate concessions
on parks.

Success/End outcome
A rolling program of
development

Obtain at least 9 green
flags by 2016
Implementation of a
Parks and Open Spaces
Strategy
As above.

Table 1. Proposed aims & objectives that will contribute to the continued development of
Belper River Gardens.
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