APPENDIX 7
The Five Character Areas
i)The settlement along the A52 in which the report describes the prominence of the
cottages running east from Church Lane.

Cottages along the A52 within the Conservation area

They are described as having “different widths and heights but a unified character due to
the use of the same building materials”. The North West side of the A52 is also described,
“where the distinctive Meynell House stands with symmetrical ranges on either side with a
central carriage arch and unifying string course and Gothic feature windows” (para 5.4).
Reference is also made to the wide pavement along the A52.

Meynell house with listed “range” on its west side. The newly-constructed development
on the East side of Meynell house is just visible
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ii) Church Lane by the Church with a “far more rural character area, with detached houses
clustered around the church. The road boundaries are formed of old drystone and brick
walls, topped with deciduous hedgerows and covered in ivy. The properties before the
church on both sides of the road are late 20th century detached two-storey houses and
substantial dormer bungalows, but they retain a traditional feel through the use of brick and
Staffordshire tiles, with white-painted joinery, and by virtue of being set behind much older
boundary walls, in mature gardens. The church itself, of course, is a pivotal landmark

View along Church Lane from A52 showing Church Lych gate.
A view from the Church through the Lych Gate shows modern development behind hedge
View looking back towards A52 showing boundary treatment

iii) Heading west of the Church along Church Lane, “the character loosens a little, with the
open field and pond of Pools Close, overlooked by the substantial three-storey Georgian
Langley House. The farm buildings of Langley House Farm define the edge of the lane, with a
long run of brick-built byres, with diaper-pattern ventilators under the eaves”. Continuing
along Church Lane, “the character of large detached, high-status dwellings and farms is a
reminder of the mediaeval form of the settlement..... The Red House and the Homestead
are particularly notable, substantial dwellings in landscaped grounds, which extend
southwards, perhaps reflecting the extent of the crofts associated with the yeoman farmers’
houses in the 17th century”
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Langley House. Farm Buildings along Church Lane. The red House from Church Lane

The homestead viewed from Church Lane

iv) Further west along Church Lane there is “a return to smaller dwellings with a workers’
cottages feel. The terrace at numbers 9-13 historically included a public house, whilst
behind it was a small Methodist Chapel. The hamlet retains the sense of a ‘community
within a community’ here. The cottages on the north side of Church Lane are detached or
semi-detached with attractive front gardens. Built of the same materials as their older
neighbours, some incorporate Victorian detailing such as front porches and ornamental
barge boards to their gables and dormer windows. The single storey outbuilding at the
junction of the bridleway known as Burrows Fields Road (from the historic
open ‘Burras Field’) was at one time a wheelwright’s, and the 1881 Ordnance Survey
indicates a ‘smithy’ on the opposite side of the lane here. The final cluster of workers’
cottages along Church Lane, at the Green, lies outside the Conservation Area. At the time of
designation, they were considered to “lack architectural and historic interest” such that
their “inclusion would undermine the historic importance of the Conservation Area as a
whole”. Today we might recognise the contribution these dwellings make to the ‘story’ of
mediaeval Kirk Langley, being constructed on the edge of the village green. They are clearly
marked on the 1837 Enclosure map, along with Morley’s Footway, along which they were
built”.
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7-11 Church Lane and the old wheelwrights

“From this point, the character of Kirk Langley becomes very agricultural, with the
Conservation Area embracing Green Foot Farm to the south and its sheep pastureland. The
Area boundary follows the hedgerowed ancient field boundaries of the mediaeval village
running broadly parallel to Church Lane to the south”.
The conservation area report also points out that although not within the Conservation Area
boundary, the row of cottages at The Green would now be regarded as important within the
historical context of the village.
v) Langley Hall and outlying farms
“To the north of Church Lane, the Conservation Area includes the former open fields dating
from at least the 17th century and other isolated farms, including Gate House Farm and
New House Farm on either side of the A52 to the north of the village. Further north,
Langley Hall stands in its own grounds, (the ‘Little Park’,recorded in 1641, associated with
the Duke of Newcastle’s deer park to the north12), forming a small hamlet with Barn Croft
and Hall Farm. Fields north of Flagshaw Lane are included within the Conservation Area
boundary on account of their archaeological interest, being the site of the mediaeval
Meynell Langley village. Lodge Farm, a substantial early 17th century sandstone farmhouse
looking into Crow Wood, is likely to be on the site of the ancient parker’s lodge, on the edge
of the deer park”.

Lodge farm from Flagshaw Lane.
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Langley Hall
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