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Introduction
Amber Valley Borough Council maintains 6 cemeteries. The Landscape Services Section of Operations has
the responsibility to manage these cemeteries. For information and advice contact:
Sue Beresford, Cemeteries Officer
Tel:

01773 841565

Fax:

01773 841539

Email:

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
cemetery@ambervalley.gov.uk
sue.beresford@ambervalley.gov.uk

The above telephone number is available during the office hours of 8.30am to 5.00pm. Alternatively you may
contact the section in writing at this address:
Amber Valley Borough Council
Operations
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT
This booklet contains the guidelines relating to the Borough Council’s cemeteries.
The Council reserves the right to amend or add to any of the guidelines at any time.
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Charter for the Bereaved

In the year 2000, Amber Valley Borough
Council adopted the Charter for the Bereaved.
The Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium
Management (ICCM) produced the Charter to
improve the services offered to the bereaved.
The Charter defines the rights of every individual
who experiences bereavement and is intended to
set standards of service and improve choice.
The Council is committed to following the ‘33
rights’ identified in the Charter and are continually
seeking to improve the burial service for all its
users.
The Charter ‘rights’ are available to view on
request at the Town Hall, Ripley.
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Where are the Cemeteries?

Belper Cemetery
Matlock Road, Broadholme, Belper, Derbyshire, DE56 2JE
Ripley Cemetery
Cemetery Lane, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 SHY
Heanor Cemetery
IIkeston Road, Marlpool, Heanor, Derbyshire, DE75 7BP
Alfreton Cemetery
Rodgers Lane, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 7FF
Leabrooks Cemetery
Cemetery Lane, Leabrooks, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 1LD
Crosshill Cemetery
(burials only for re-open graves)
Crosshill, Codnor, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 9SQ
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Alfreton Cemetery
General Information

Location

Rodgers Lane, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 7FF

Site

Small town centre cemetery, easily accessible.

History

Opened as a cemetery in 1891.

Opening Hours

Weekdays
Weekends

Gates open from 8.00am until sunset with vehicle access.
Pedestrian access only.

Parking

Weekdays
Weekends

Limited parking only.
Pedestrian access only.

Chapel

Used as an Historical Centre.

Facilities

Toilets, water, water containers, seating (see map overleaf).

Cemetery Records

Viewing available at the Town Hall, Ripley, contact the cemetery office to arrange.
(See below for contact details).

Burials

Sections:
• Main — all sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• Garden of Remembrance
• Infant plots
(All sections refer to map).
New single 5’ plots and double 7’ graves, re-open graves and burial/scattering of
cremated remains are available.

Memorials

All headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the
Cemetery Office. Memorial approval forms are available from the Council or
through a Council approved Memorial Mason.

Cemetery Office
Contact Information

Sue Beresford          Cemeteries Officer          01773 841565

Address

Amber Valley Borough Council
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Email

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
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Belper Cemetery
General Information

Location

Matlock Road, Broadholme, Belper, Derbyshire, DE56 2JE

Site

Set on a steep incline with clay soil, overlooking the Derbyshire countryside.

History

Originally created as an arboricultural site, opening as a cemetery in 1859.

Opening Hours

Weekdays
Weekends

Gates open from 8.00am until sunset with vehicle access.
Pedestrian access only.

Parking

Weekdays

Parking available in front of the Chapel, some limited parking
within the cemetery (see map).
Disabled access only contact the Cemetery Office for further
information.

Weekends
Facilities

Toilets, water, water containers, seating (see map).

Cemetery Records

Viewing available at the cemetery, contact the Cemetery Office to arrange.
(See below for contact details).

Burials

Sections:
• Main — all sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• Extension — all new sections within the main area of the cemetery are
lawned
• Woodland
• Infants
• Garden of Remembrance
(All sections refer to map).
New single 5’ plots and double 7’ graves, re-open graves and burial/scattering of
cremated remains are available.

Memorials

All headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the
Cemetery Office. Memorial approval forms are available from the Council or
through a Council approved Memorial Mason.

Cemetery Office
Contact Information

Sue Beresford          Cemeteries Officer          01773 841565

Address

Amber Valley Borough Council
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Email

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
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Heanor Cemetery
General Information

Location

IIkeston Road, Marlpool, Heanor, Derbyshire, DE75 7BP

Site

Attractive cemetery with an avenue of lime trees planted in Victorian times.
Pleasant small chapel available for services.

History

Opened as a cemetery in 1858.

Opening Hours

Weekdays
Weekends

Gates open from 8.00am until sunset with vehicle access.
Pedestrian access only.

Parking

Weekdays
Weekends

Parking available in front of the Chapel and main drive.
Pedestrian access only.

Extension area vehicle access for funerals and maintenance only.
Chapel

Available for services, seating approx 45 with access for wheelchair users.

Facilities

Water, water containers, seating (see map overleaf).

Cemetery Records

Viewing available at the cemetery, contact the Cemetery Office to arrange.
(See below for contact details).

Burials

Sections
• Main — all sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• Extension
• Infants
• Garden of Remembrance
(All sections refer to map).
New single 5’ plots and double 7’ graves, re-open graves and burial/scattering of
cremated remains are available.

Memorials

All headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the
Cemetery Office. Memorial approval forms are available from the Council or
through a Council approved Memorial Mason.

Cemetery Office
Contact Information

Sue Beresford          Cemeteries Officer          01773 841565

Address

Amber Valley Borough Council
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Email

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
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Leabrooks Cemetery
General Information

Location

Cemetery Lane, Leabrooks, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 1LD

Site

Easily accessible small cemetery with pleasant chapel. Attractive pine trees and
shrub beds in Spring.

History

Opened as a cemetery in 1895.

Opening Hours

Weekdays
Weekends

Gates open from 8.00am until sunset with vehicle access.
Pedestrian access only.

Parking

Weekdays
Weekends

Limited parking available.
Pedestrian access only.

Chapel

Available for services, seating approx 44 with access for wheelchair users.

Facilities

Toilets, water, water containers, seating (see map overleaf).

Cemetery Records

Viewing available at the Town Hall, Ripley, contact the cemetery office to
arrange. (See below for contact details).

Burials

Sections
• Main — all sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• All new sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• Infants
• Garden of Remembrance
(All sections refer to map).
New single 5’ plots and double 7’ graves, re-open graves and burial/scattering of
cremated remains are available.

Memorials

All headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the
Cemetery Office. Memorial approval forms are available from the Council or
through a Council approved Memorial Mason.

Cemetery Office
Contact Information

Sue Beresford          Cemeteries Officer          01773 841565

Address

Amber Valley Borough Council
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Email

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
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Ripley Cemetery
General Information

Location

Cemetery Lane, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 8HT

Site

Small pleasant cemetery. Easily accessible, with attractive trees and shrubs.

History

Opened as a cemetery in 1858.

Opening Hours

Weekdays
Weekends

Gates open from 8.00am until sunset with vehicle access.
Pedestrian access only.

Parking

Weekdays
Weekends

Parking very limited.
Pedestrian access only.

Facilities

Toilets, water, water containers, seating (see map overleaf).

Cemetery Records

Contact the Cemetery Office to arrange. (See contact details below).

Burials

Sections:
• Main — all sections within the main area of the cemetery are lawned
• Extension
• Infants
• Garden of Remembrance
(All sections refer to map).
New single and ‘side by side’ 5 foot plots, re-open graves and burial/scattering of
cremated remains are available.

Memorials

All headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the
Cemetery Office. Memorial approval forms are available from the Council or
through a Council approved Memorial Mason.

Cemetery Office
Contact Information

Sue Beresford          Cemeteries Officer          01773 841565

Address

Amber Valley Borough Council
Town Hall
Ripley
Derbyshire
DE5 3BT

Email

enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
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What Service does the Council
Provide?

The Council will:
•	Dig all graves and garden of remembrance plots for
excavation and backfill and reinstate after burial. Turf or
seed when the ground has settled (weather permitting)
•	Carry out a rolling programme of grave maintenance
including risk assessments, levelling and reseeding/turf
within all 6 cemeteries
•	Carry out maintenance of cemetery grounds to the specified
standard, this will include cutting of boundary hedges and
cutting of all grassed areas including grass on graves
•	Clean all public toilets regularly and empty litter baskets
weekly
•	Remove floral tributes 2 weeks after the burial unless
otherwise requested by the family, Christmas wreaths will
be removed in late February
•	Maintain flower beds to provide attractive floral displays all
year round
•	Keep accurate records of all deceased, interments, grave
locations and owners
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Guidelines to Burials
General Information

1.0 Times of Burials
Monday — Friday
Saturday

9.30am – 3.00pm (from 12.00 noon Monday for full burial)
9.30am – 12.00 noon

2.0 Visiting Hours
The cemeteries are open from 8.00am until sunset.

3.0 Dogs
Dogs must be kept on a lead in all areas of the cemeteries. Owners are responsible for cleaning up dog
fouling.

4.0 Vehicles
Some cemeteries have vehicle restrictions. Please see individual cemetery information in this booklet or
contact the Cemeteries Officer at the Town Hall for further information.

5.0 Water
Water and containers are available at fixed points within the cemetery (see maps and notice board). During
severe weather conditions standpipes could be out of use, contact the Town Hall Office for information.

6.0 Notice of Interment
The Notice of Interment must be arranged by contacting the Cemeteries Officer. The interment form
should be returned to the Town Hall, Ripley at least 48 hours before the funeral (excluding weekends/
Bank Holidays). To arrange an interment within a vault five working days notice is necessary. To request
the re-opening of a grave the deed is required or if the deed is not available a Statutory Declaration must
be completed before a solicitor (form 2c). These procedures are also applicable to the burial of ashes with
the exception of requests to re-open Garden of Remembrance plots prior to year 2000, these plots do not
have ownership rights.

7.0 Chapels
 hapels are available for services at Heanor and Leabrooks at an additional cost. If a service is to be held
C
in one of the chapels this should be requested by telephone and also indicated on the interment form.
CD music is available on request or the family can make alternative arrangements with approval from the
Council. Leabrooks Chapel seats approximately 50 people and Heanor approximately 40 people.

8.0 Fees
Invoices will be raised for burials, interment of ashes, purchase of graves and memorials on a monthly
basis.
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9.0 Disposal Certificate
No interment shall take place without the Disposal Certificate being presented to the cemetery staff prior
to the burial or the cremation certificate for the interment of ashes.

10.0 Burials Within Graves
Grave Types
 ll graves within the Council’s cemeteries are maintained as traditional lawned areas with the exception
A
of the woodland site at Belper. Each cemetery offers a choice of burial type (see specific cemetery site
plan for details). At the time of arranging the first interment the depth of the grave is determined: for 2 (7′)
for 1 (5′) or in exceptional circumstances for 3 (9′). Any special requests should be made known at the
time of arranging the funeral prior to the excavation i.e. placing of soil box etc. the Council will try and
accommodate where possible.
	Excavation and Preparation of Graves
 he correct outside measurement of the coffin including handles must be specified on the interment form
T
provided. The Council will add on any extra measurement that is necessary. The grave will be excavated
and shored up and the area greened with artificial grass. Lowering straps will be laid out prior to the funeral
arriving and putlogs are available on request.
 raves will be filled in immediately after the cortege has left the cemetery and any floral tributes placed on
G
the grave. Floral tributes will be removed after approximately 14 days unless otherwise arranged with the
family.
During excavation of a grave it may be necessary for the soil box to be placed on the adjacent grave. The
Council will make every effort to inform families of the situation and reinstate the grave after burial. A risk
assessment of the area will also be carried out. If a memorial fails a safety check within the working area,
this memorial will be made safe either by using a temporary support or laying flat. The Council will inform
the owner where possible either by letter or placing a notice on the grave. It is the owner’s responsibility to
re-instate this memorial to the required standards.
What we allow
In the first 6 months after the burial has taken place relatives can leave floral tributes, a temporary wooden
cross will also be allowed on the grave. All other materials must be approved by the Council, no edging,
fencing, stone or log surrounds, kerb sets or gravel, glass, slate, chippings, trees or large shrubs will be
allowed on graves apart from the re-fixing of existing fixtures. The Council reserves the right to remove any
of the above if, in their opinion, it is necessary to do so. The Council will maintain the grave by topping up
when necessary, seeding or turf laying and grass cutting. If the family wish to keep the grave as a garden
an approved garden permit is required. For further information see ‘Garden Permit Application’ Leaflet
enclosed.
The Council advises that a headstone should not be placed on a grave for at least 6 months after a burial
has taken place. This will allow for the ground to settle and reduce movement of the headstone. If a
concrete plinth system is in place, (Ripley, Heanor and Leabrooks cemeteries) memorials can be erected
immediately. Wooden crosses are a temporary memorial and must be removed when a permanent fixture
is erected. For further information refer to ‘A Guide to Memorial Procedures’ Leaflet enclosed.
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Ashes — Graves
 ermission must be obtained from the Cemeteries Officer to inter or scatter ashes in a grave. Six caskets
P
can be interred in a grave, the Council will place the ashes centrally within the grave unless specific
instructions are made on the interment form. Once interred, ashes cannot be disturbed unless a Home
Office Licence and/or a Bishops faculty are obtained. Consequently future burials cannot take place if an
ashes casket has been placed in the grave area.
Gardens on Graves
 n option is available to keep a garden on a grave in preference to the grave being maintained by the
A
Council. If the family decide to accept this option the grave is their responsibility to maintain. For more
information refer to the ‘Garden Permit Application’ leaflet enclosed. On approval the request is officially
recorded, the cemetery operatives are informed and a permit issued to the owner of the grave. The
responsibility for maintenance passes to the owner, it is necessary for the owner to confirm they wish to
continue with the permit on a yearly basis.
Deed of Exclusive Rights
 deed of exclusive rights for a period of 50 years will be issued for all new burials. This is a legal document
A
and must be kept safe, as an original deed cannot be re-issued. The deed gives the owner the inclusive
use of the grave for burials and also the right to erect a memorial on the grave subject to the Cemetery
Guidelines. It is necessary, if the deed has been lost, to sign and complete a Statutory Declaration form
before a solicitor or commissioner for oaths if a grave has to be re-opened. For further information refer to
the ‘Exclusive Rights of Burial’ leaflet enclosed.

11.0 Burial/Scatter of Ashes in the Garden of Remembrance
Cremated remains may be scattered or buried in the Garden of Remembrance, upon application to the
Cemeteries Officer. All applications must be accompanied with a certificate from the Crematorium.
Ashes — Garden of Remembrance
 plot of 450mm x 450mm (17 3/4″ x 17 3/4″) is available within all cemeteries (see enclosed location
A
details). This area will accommodate 2 caskets and a memorial.
Deeds
A deed of exclusive rights for a period of 50 years will be issued for all new Garden of Remembrance Plots.
This is a legal document and must be kept safe an original deed cannot be re-issued. The deed gives the
owner the inclusive use of the plot and also gives the right to erect a memorial subject to the cemetery
guidelines.
 lease note that deeds were not issued for Garden of Remembrance Plots until year 2000, consequently
P
prior to this plots were not purchased.

12.0 Memorial and Inscriptions — Graves
 ll masons must be registered to work within Amber Valley Borough Council cemeteries. This registration
A
ensures that all work carried out by the mason is to a standard and complies with the Cemetery Guidelines.
To register on the scheme please contact the Cemeteries Officer. An approved registered mason must only
carry out the installation of memorials installed in accordance with the most recent edition of the NAMM
Code of Working Practices.
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Memorial Application
 ll headstones, memorials and inscriptions are subject to approval from the Cemeteries Officer. Memorial
A
Application approval forms are available from the Council and a copy of every inscription; measurements of
the memorial and a drawing of the proposed monument to be erected should be submitted. All applications
must be fully completed with correct measurements and returned to the Cemeteries Officer. The owner
of the grave must sign the application form before it can be processed. If the deed is not available, or the
original owner is not able to sign an Application for Memorial statutory declaration form must be completed
by the owner or next of kin and signed by a solicitor. A permit for approval of installation is issued. Memorial
works must not be carried out until the mason has received this permit.
	
All memorials must be installed to the National Association of Memorial Masons approved anchor system
(NAMM). Any memorials that do not comply with the approved NAMM fixing system may be removed and
result in action being taken against the installer.
Memorials, vases, plaques and their inscriptions are only permitted on purchased grave plots.
All headstones must have the appropriate grave number engraved into the base.
Memorials on Graves — Measurements

The
maximum height of the headstone shall not exceed 1 metre (3′ 3″) inclusive of base. The width shall
not exceed 920mm (36″) the width of the grave space. Please note the depth of the headstone base must
not exceed 451mm (18’’) when on the plinth.
No more than one vase shall be placed on a grave, this must be placed immediately in front of the
headstone and shall not exceed 300mm x 300mm (12″ x 12″). All vases must be approved and have a
permit prior to placing the memorial on the grave. Glass vases, plastic urns or bottles are not to be placed
on any grave. The Cemeteries Officer can remove these items at any time. (Refer to diagram for further
details).
General Information
When memorials are removed from graves to enable the opening of the grave to take place, all monumental
masonry and other debris should be removed from site. Any debris left on site will be removed by the
Council who will charge for this work.
All memorials that are removed must be re-installed using the NAMM approved fixing system. Periodically
memorial works will be checked and possibly dismantled for inspection. The Council will not be responsible
for any criminal damage to memorials. Any incidents of criminal damage or theft will be reported to the
Police.

13.0 Memorials on Garden of Remembrance plots
In the Garden of Remembrance one memorial and one vase only will be accepted per plot. All new plots
within the Garden of Remembrance will be provided with a concrete slab, 445mm x 445mm (17 3/4″ x
17 3/4″), memorials must not exceed 431mm x 431mm (17″ x 17″) except in Ripley Cemetery which must
not exceed 419mm x 419mm (16 1/2’’ x 16 1/2’’). Memorials are allowed to exceed 350mm in height (13
3/4″) but no greater than 457mm (18″) these will be charged at a higher rate and will not be classed as
a vase. All memorials must be approved and have a permit prior to placing on the plot. The plot must be
purchased before memorials can be erected. Glass vases, plastic urns and bottles are not to be placed on
any plot. The Cemeteries Officer will remove these items. (Refer to diagram for further details).
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Memorial works
 asonary works must not be carried out within the cemetery unless a permit has been issued and an
M
appointment made at least 2 days in advance.

14.0 Risk Assessments
Amber Valley Borough Council has a Duty of Care under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 to ensure
the safety of their employees and all members of the public who use their cemeteries. The risk associated
with unstable memorials cannot be ignored consequently a continuing programme of assessment will
be carried out. All assessments will be carried out by trained staff and follow a recognised method of
recording.
If a memorial becomes high risk, the memorial will be made safe in the most appropriate manner and every
reasonable effort will be made to contact the owner.
 he memorial must be reinstated to a NAMM approved system and installation work carried out by a
T
registered mason. This work will be guaranteed for 30 years. Any enquiries and contact should be made
through the Cemeteries Officer at the Town Hall, Ripley.
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15.0 Woodland Burials
Grave Design
 he woodland graves will be assigned a number and carefully
T
recorded on site plans individually numbered. The number will
be cast in metal and set in concrete at ground level to mark each
grave. This will ensure that the graves can always be found as
the trees grow and the undergrowth develops. Please note that
each grave is a single plot for one burial only, however adjacent
plots may be purchased for a spouse or partner.

Planting
 fter a number of burials, and at the appropriate time of year, small trees of native species (e.g. oak,
A
beech, birch) will be planted within the area and bluebells and wild flower seeds will be sown. Gradually
over the years, a natural woodland will develop.
Coffins and Containers
Preferably burials should take place in a biodegradable coffin, shroud or other appropriate container. This
is not a requirement, standard coffins used by funeral directors may be used. If natural wood coffins are
used they should be made from wood obtained from managed forests. All of these should be available
from your funeral director. A homemade coffin or container may be used. Cremated remains can also be
buried or scattered in this area. Advice is available by contacting the Cemeteries Officer at the Town Hall,
Ripley.
Maintaining the Area
 he woodland burial area will be managed for the development of the trees and the benefit of wildlife.
T
Horticultural chemicals will not be used, except where a serious noxious weed develops. This would only
involve spot treatment, a policy endorsed by the Woodland Trust. It must be appreciated that the ‘formal,
neat and tidy’ appearance of our other cemeteries would not apply to this burial area.
Funeral Arrangements
 raves will not be reserved for people of specific religions and the
G
dead of varying faiths will be buried in the same area. It will be the
individual’s decision as to whether they arrange a religious service, a
secular service or to have no service at all.
Memorials



 o memorials are permitted within the woodland area, however there
N
is the facility to place memorials plaques on a site just outside the
boundary. Please contact the Cemeteries Officer for further advice.
Deeds
 deed of ownership will be prepared and issued, covering a period of
A
50 years.
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Quick Reference Guide
Floral tributes and a wooden cross are allowed in the first 6 months. (Crosses are a
temporary memorial and must be removed when a headstone is erected).
The grave area 1524mm x 762mm (5′ 0″ x 2′ 6″) will be levelled and seeded when the
ground has settled, generally after a period of 6 months.
The grave can be maintained as a garden. Garden Permits are available on request,
contact the Cemeteries Officer on 01773 841565.
No trees, large shrubs and plants, fences, gravel or surrounds of any type are allowed
on or near the grave area.
All grave and garden of remembrance plots must be purchased prior to the installation
of a memorial. All permanent memorials must be approved prior to fixing
Headstones must not exceed 1 metre (3′ 3″) in height from ground level and must not be
greater in width than 920mm (36″)
If a headstone is erected on the grave only 1 additional vase maximum 300mm x 300mm
(12″ x 12″) can be placed on the plot. This must be immediately in front of the headstone
and not placed in the middle or end of the grave.
Memorials must not exceed 431mm x 431mm (17″ x 17″) on the concrete slab provided on
the Garden of Remembrance plot of 445mm x 445mm (17 3/4″ x 17 3/4″), the execption
is Ripley Cemetery which must not exceed 419mm x 419mm (16 1/2’’ x 16 1/2’’). We
allow memorials to exceed 350mm (13 3/4″) in height but no greater than 457mm (18″),
these will be charged at a higher rate and will not be classed as a vase.
Risk assessments will be carried out within all cemeteries. If a memorial is found to be
unstable it will be made safe immediately, it is the responsibility of the owner to have the
memorial repaired. Headstones have to be installed by a registered mason.
During the re-opening of an existing grave it may be necessary for the soil box to be
placed on an adjacent grave. This grave will be reinstated after the burial has taken
place.
Prior to the excavation of a grave it will be necessary to carry out a memorial risk
assessment of the immediate area. If a headstone is found to be unsafe it will be lowered
immediately.

25

Memorial —
Graves
Maximun size of
headstone.

1000mm
39’’

Maximun size of vase if
headstone present on
grave.

920mm
36’’

508mm
20’’

300mm
12’’

300mm
12’’
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300mm
12’’

Memorial —
Garden of Remembrance
Maximun size of
headstone.
Except in Ripley Cemetery
which must not exceed
419mm x 419mm
(16 1/2’’ x 16 1/2’’).

541mm
18’’

Upto 349mm classed as
vase, upto 451mm (18’’)
charged as headstone.

431mm
17’’

431mm
17’’

349mm
13 3/4’’

300mm
12’’

300mm
12’’
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Amber Valley Borough Council, Operations,
Town Hall, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 3BT
Sue Beresford, Cemeteries Officer
Tel:
01773 841565
Fax:
01773 841539
Email: enquiry@ambervalley.gov.uk
cemetery@ambervalley.gov.uk
sue.beresford@ambervalley.gov.uk

