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1

Introduction

1.1

This report

1.1.1

This screening report has been prepared to determine whether the Quarndon
Neighbourhood Development Plan 2018 – 2033 (NDP) should be subject to a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European
Directive 2001/42/EC (SEA Directive) and the Environmental Assessment of Plans
and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations) or a Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA) in accordance with the European Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats
Directive) and the European Directive 2009/147/EC (Birds Directive).

1.1.2

This report screens the March 2018 Parish of Quarndon Neighbourhood
Development Plan 2018 – 2033 Revision v.08. Policies proposed in the NDP are
summarised in Appendix A.

1.2

The Quarndon Neighbourhood Development Plan

1.2.1

The NDP has been produced by a Steering Group of volunteers on behalf of
Quarndon Parish Council.

The Plan has been prepared to ensure future

development is appropriate to the location, scale and style of the Parish.

1.2.2

Following a Housing Needs Assessment1, the NDP recognises the need for the
Parish to build 36 dwellings over the period 2018 – 2033. However, due to the
constraints discussed in Chapter 2, the village’s low settlement hierarchy and
limited capacities, it was deemed suitable for “more limited” housing
development to occur within the Parish, with an average of one to two dwellings
built per annum, reducing the total dwellings to be built over the plan period to
15 - 30 homes.

AECOM (2018) Quarndon Parish Council Housing Needs Assessment. Available at: http://quarndonnp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Quarndon-HNA-Final.pdf
1
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1.2.3

The NDP’s vision statement is to ‘Retain the rural character and the sense of
community within Quarndon Parish, protecting and enhancing our natural
environment, built environment and the setting of Kedleston Hall, whilst providing
homes and facilities to meet the needs of our Community and local businesses’.

1.2.4

The NDP sets out twelve objectives to deliver the vision:

1)

Retain the rural character of the village of Quarndon as a settlement distinct
from the city of Derby;

2)

Encourage well-designed, sustainable, safe, housing development
appropriate to the needs of the community in Quarndon Parish;

3)

Protect and enhance the historical environment, Quarndon’s links with
Kedleston Hall, Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings;

4)

Protect the setting of Kedleston Hall Registered Park and Gardens;

5)

Protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and corridors in the
Parish;

6)

Require developments to provide appropriate facilities within the Parish to
benefit their residents and the local community;

7)

Protect, develop and enhance community facilities and public open spaces
in the Parish;

8)

Ensure development does not increase potential flooding;

9)

Support existing and new small businesses appropriate to the rural
environment; encourage facilities for working from home;

10) Encourage and facilitate cycling and walking in the Parish;
11) Reduce the impact of motor traffic; improve public transport connections
and parking facilities in the Parish; and
12) Encourage domestic renewable energy installations of a scale and design
appropriate to their location and setting.
1.2.5

In order to achieve each objective, the NDP proposes 23 policies, listed in
Appendix A.
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1.3

The Parish of Quarndon

1.3.1

The Parish is located in Derbyshire, approximately 5km north of the City of Derby.
Along with the city, the Parish shares boundaries with Mackworth, Kedleston,
Weston Underwood, Windley and Duffield parishes. It is part of the ‘South West
Parishes’ in the Amber Valley borough.

1.3.2

Quarndon is a rural Parish and is widely celebrated for its rural character of open
fields and abundant trees and hedgerows.

1.3.3

In total there are currently 400 homes and 1000 residents within the Parish. The
majority of the dwellings are situated within the Quarndon village boundary. In
2000, 40 new homes were built in the southern tip of the Parish (Somme Road
and Poppyfields Meadow) outside of the village.

1.3.4

Facilities within the Parish are limited, but the Parish is situated close to the city of
Derby and the A38, thereby providing good access to services and amenities.
Overall, it’s convenient location and rural setting makes Quarndon Parish an
appealing place to live.

1.4

Relationship with the Local Plan

1.4.1

The NDP is a land-use plan, prepared for town and country planning purposes. It
sets out a framework for future development consents within the Quarndon Parish.
Once adopted, the NDP will form part of the framework for planning in Amber
Valley borough, along with the Local Plan and other development plan documents
and supplementary planning documents.

1.4.2

The NDP sets out a series of policies that, once made, will be used to guide
development and help to determine future planning applications. This important
legal position means that it has to regard national planning policy and to be in
‘general conformity’ with the strategic planning policies set out in the Amber
Valley Local Plan2.

Amber Valley Borough Council (2018) Amber Valley Submission Local Plan
http://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=d1aa8dbff4b24c3d8470013a949519c9
2
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1.4.3

Neighbourhood Plans are smaller in geographic scale than Core Strategies and
Local Plans, and serve to add further detailed policies and proposals to these
documents.

1.4.4

The Amber Valley Local Plan states that “housing development will be permitted
on land within the built framework of Quarndon, providing the development is in
the form of infilling of small gaps within existing groups of houses”.

1.4.5

Quarndon village is classified as an ‘other village’ in the settlement hierarchy
presented in Policy SS3 of the Amber Valley Borough Council (AVBC) Submission
Local Plan and is therefore an area “suitable for only a limited amount of growth”.
Policy H2 of the AVBC Submission Local Plan permits housing development in
Other Villages and Settlements, including Quarndon.

Figure 1.1: Location of Quarndon Parish.
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2

SEA Screening Process

2.1

Strategic Environmental Assessment screening

2.1.1

The SEA Directive was transposed into English law by the SEA Regulations.
Detailed guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government
publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment
Directive’ (ODPM, 2005) and Paragraph 009 of the Planning Practice Guidance
(PPG) ‘Neighbourhood Planning’ section.

2.1.2

SEA seeks to ensure that environmental considerations are part of the process of
preparing certain plans and programmes. The objective of the Directive is to
provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the
integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of
plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development, by
ensuring that, in accordance with the Directive, an environmental assessment is
carried out of certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant
effects on the environment.

2.1.3

The process for determining whether or not an SEA is required is called screening.
In order to screen, it is necessary to determine if a plan will have significant
environmental effects using the criteria set out in Annex II of the SEA Directive
and Schedule I of the SEA Regulations. A determination cannot be made until
the three statutory consultation bodies have been consulted: the Environment
Agency, Natural England and Historic England.

2.1.4

Within 28 days of its determination, the local planning authority, by virtue of its
legal responsibility for NDPs, must publish a statement, setting out its decision. If
they determine that an SEA is not required, the statement must include the
reasons for this.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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2.2

The screening process

2.2.1

The Localism Act requires NDPs to be in general conformity with the strategic
policies of the adopted development plan for the local area. In this instance, the
plan must be in general conformity with the Amber Valley Local Plan.

2.2.2

Paragraph 009 of the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) ‘Neighbourhood
Planning’ section states:
‘Where a neighbourhood plan is brought forward before an up-to-date Local
Plan is in place the qualifying body and the local planning authority should
discuss and aim to agree the relationship between policies in:
•

the emerging neighbourhood plan

•

the emerging Local Plan

•

the adopted development plan

with appropriate regard to national policy and guidance’.
2.2.3

Figure 2.1 presents a diagram prepared by the ODPM (2005). This shows the
application of the SEA process to plans and programmes.

The sequential

approach in the flow diagram can be used to screen the Quarndon NDP.

2.2.4

Table 2.1 uses the questions presented in Figure 2.1 to establish whether there is
a need for SEA for the Quarndon NDP.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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3

Figure 2.1: Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes .

ODPM (2005) A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive

3
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Table 2.1: Establishing whether there is a need for SEA
Stage

Y/N

Reason

Is the PP (plan or programme) subject to

The plan constitutes an NDP, which will be subject

preparation and/or adoption by a national,

to independent examination and brought into legal

regional or local authority OR prepared by an
authority for adoption through a legislative

Yes

force if it receives 50% or more affirmative votes at
referendum. The NDP would form part of the
statutory development plan for Amber Valley.

procedure by Parliament or Government? (Art.
2(a))
Is the PP required by legislative, regulatory or

Communities and neighbourhoods have a right to

administrative provisions? (Art. 2(a))

produce an NDP, however it is not required by
No

legislative, regulatory or administrative bodies. If
the NDP is adopted it would become part of the
statutory development plan, meaning it should
continue to be screened under the SEA Directive.

Is the PP prepared for agriculture, forestry,

The NDP is a land-use plan and sets the framework

fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste

for future development consents within the

management, water management,

Quarndon Neighbourhood area.

telecommunications, tourism, town and
country planning or land use, AND does it set

No

However, the NDP is unlikely to set a framework for
consent of projects in Annex 1 of the EIA Directive.

a framework for future development consent
of projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA
Directive? (Art 3.2(a))
Will the PP, in view of its likely effect on sites,
require an assessment for future development
under Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive?

See Chapter 3
No

(Art. 3.2 (b))
Does the PP set the framework for future
development consent of projects (not just
projects in Annexes to eth EIA Directive)? (Art

The NDP does set the framework for future
Yes

development consent of projects.

3.4)
Is it likely to have a significant effect on the
environment? (Art. 3.5)

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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2.3

Relevance to the SEA Directive

2.3.1

Question 8 within the ODPM guidance (see Figure 2.1) refers to whether the NDP
would have a significant effect on the environment. The criteria from Annex II of
the SEA Directive and Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations (2004) can be used to consider the relevance of the plan
to the SEA Directive. Sections 2.5 - 2.12 consider the likely environmental effects
of the Plan.

Table 2.2: Quarndon NDP and the SEA Directive
Criteria (from Annex II of SEA Directive and
Schedule I of Regulations)

Response

The characteristics of plans and programmes
(a) the degree to which the plan or programme sets

The NDP is prepared for town and country planning

a framework for projects and other activities, either

and will form a part of the development

with regard to the location, nature, size and

management framework for Quarndon Parish.

operating conditions or by allocating resources
(b) the degree to which the plan or programme

The NDP must be in general conformity with the

influences other plans and programmes including

strategic planning policies set out in the Amber

those in a hierarchy

Valley Local Plan and the National Planning Policy
Framework.

(c) the relevance of the plan or programme for the

The NDP porposes policies to protect the natural

integration of environmental considerations in

and built environment.

particular with a view to promoting sustainable
development
(d) environmental problems relevant to the plan or
programme

Sensitive international heritage assets near the
Parish.

(e) the relevance of the plan or programme for the

The NDP is a land-use plan and sets the framework

implementation of Community legislation on the

for future development consents within the

environment (for example, plans and programmes

Quarndon NDP area.

linked to waste management or water protection)

It also sets out policies which planning applications
within the NDP area will need to adhere to.

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected
(a) the probability, duration, frequency and

Section 2.4 – 2.12.

reversibility of the effects
(b) the cumulative nature of the effects

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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(c) the transboundary nature of the effects

The NDP is not expected to give rise to any
significant transboundary environmental effects.

(d) the risks to human health or the environment (for

There are no anticipated risks from the NDP on

example, due to accidents)

human health.

(e) the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects

The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects

(geographical area and size of the population likely

outlined in (a) are not thought to extend further than

to be affected)

the plan area although cumulative impacts of small
scale setting change around Kedleston hall may be
anticipated.

(f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be

Section 2.4 – 2.12.

affected due to:
(i) special natural characteristics or cultural
heritage
(ii) exceeded environmental quality standards or
limit values
(iii) intensive land-use
(g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a

Section 2.4 – 2.12.

recognised national, Community or international
protection status

2.4

Determination of likely significant effects

2.4.1

It is not the purpose of a screening report to appraise policies as the
Environmental Report element of the SEA process would deliver this function.
Screening is undertaken at the beginning of the plan making process so that the
SEA can influence from the start rather than from a perspective of retro-fitting or
halfway through a process.

2.4.2

A summary of baseline conditions and an assessment of the potential effects of
the NDP against each of the topics set out in Annex I (f) of the SEA Directive is
presented in the following sections.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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2.5

Biodiversity, flora and fauna

2.5.1

The nearest European protected site is the Peak District Dales, situated
approximately 14km to the northwest of the Parish. There are no designated
ecological sites within Quarndon Parish, but the Parish is situated adjacent to
Kedleston Park Site of Special Scientific Importance (SSSI) to the west and
Allestree Park Local Nature Reserve (LNR) to the east, shown in Figure 2.2.

2.5.2

SSSI Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) allow for a rapid initial assessment of the potential
risks posed by development proposals. They define zones around each SSSI site
which reflect the particular sensitives of the features for which it is notified and
indicate the types of development which could potentially have adverse impacts.
The Parish falls within the IRZ for Kedleston Park SSSI. However, the NDP does
not propose development of a scale or type which would be likely to impact the
SSSI.

2.5.3

Allestree Park LNR is adjacent to south east of Quarndon village. The LNR is the
largest in Derbyshire, hosting priority species including great crested newts,
brown hares and harvest mice. There is no land available adjacent to the LNR
where housing development could occur, in large part because of the extent of
the Green Belt as well as existing development. Future development would not
be expected to be situated adjacent to the LNR and an adverse impact caused
by the construction or occupation of new development, delivered through the
NDP, would be expected to have a negligible impact on the LNR. Negligible
impacts on Burley Wood, the stand of Ancient Woodland situated just north of
the village, are also expected on this basis.

2.5.4

Policy QEN1 will help to ensure that new development will conserve and enhance,
and not degrade, ecological and environmental features in the area.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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Figure 2.2: Ecological features in and around Quarndon Parish.
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2.6

Population and human health

2.6.1

Quarndon is approximately 5km and a 15 minute via public transport from the
centre of Derby, which offers good access to shops and services. Within the Parish
there is no shop, post office, GP surgery or dentist. The nearest GP surgery is
approximately 2km away in Derby. There is a primary school in the village, but
the nearest secondary school is outside the Parish, just over 1km away.

2.6.2

Policy QCLE2 aims to ensure new development creates no adverse impacts on
existing village facilities and new facilities will be encouraged so long as they do
not adversely impact the local environment, road capacity and safety, or the
amenities of nearby properties. The proposed development in the NDP will not
be expected to significantly increase pressure on the capacity of facilities.

2.6.3

Policies under the ‘Spatial Strategy’ objective will help to ensure development
meets local needs through sustainable growth. The Housing Needs Assessment
carried out by AECOM in 20184 concluded that the unconstrained housing need
for the period of 2018 – 2033 in the Parish is 36 dwellings, an average of 2.4
dwellings per annum (dpa). However, the NDP proposes1 to 2 dwellings per year
over the Plan period. The reduced number of dwellings proposed under the NDP
is considered to be likely to lead to adverse impacts.

2.6.4

The NDP has designated two Local Green Spaces which must be maintained and
not harmed through development. Access to public greenspaces is significantly
positive for the long term mental and physical well-being of local residents. Any
development adjacent to these spaces must present no adverse impacts under
Policy QCLE1.

4

AECOM (2018) Quarndon Parish Council Housing Needs Assessment. Available at: http://quarndonnp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Quarndon-HNA-Final.pdf
Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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2.7

Transport and accessibility

2.7.1

Whilst not an Annex 1(f) topic in itself, transport and accessibility interacts with a
number of the topics such as population and human health, material assets and
climatic factors. There is a maximum 30 minute walk from one side of the village
to the other, so it is likely that any development proposed within the current
village boundary would be within walking distance to the majority of the village
services.

2.7.2

The nearest shopping centre is 5km away in Derby, and although there are
infrequent public transport options within Quarndon Parish, there are daily bus
services into Derby. There is no railway station within the Parish, the nearest being
Duffield train station, approximately 3km away.

Derby train station is

approximately 6km away and provides services to areas across the country.

2.7.3

The majority of residents in Quarndon rely on private cars. The infrequent bus
services and unsafe access to bus stops forces many to commute via car. With
around half of the pupils that attend the primary school living outside the village,
traffic congestion is at peak around school drop-off/ pick-up times. Policy QE6
aims to ensure all new development provides parking proportionate to the size of
the dwelling, provides electric car charging points and avoids adverse impacts on
capacity and safety of Quarndon’s roads.

2.7.4

The poor safety of roads also leads to a reduction in use of pedestrian and cycling
routes in the Parish. Policy QIN1 seeks to ensure that new development will
encourage the enhancement of roadside paths to promote pedestrian access and
reduce traffic.

2.7.5

The NDP would be likely to have no adverse impacts on transport and
accessibility. Some positive impacts are expected, as described above.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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2.8

Soil, water and air

2.8.1

Figure 2.3 shows the Agricultural Land Class (ALC) for Quarndon, which comprises
Grade 2, 3 and 4 land. The village is predominantly Grade 3 land. Policies QSS1
and QH1 aim to ensure development is focussed within the existing village
boundary as infill. Consequently, development is likely to be directed towards
Grade 3 ALC land, which could potentially be some of the Parishes most versatile
soils in agricultural terms. Soil loss will be likely to be negligible, although, as the
NDP does not allocate specific sites for new housing, it is not possible to quantify.

2.8.2

There are no major roads within the Parish boundary and therefore there is limited
air, noise or light pollution associated with roads and road transport. The NDP
will not alter this.

2.8.3

A tributary of Markeaton Brook runs through the Parish (see Figure 2.4). There
are no areas within the village prone to fluvial flooding, with only the banks of
Merkeaton Brook in the southwest of the Parish in Flood Zone 3. The flood risk
does affect residents living in Somme Road and Poppyfields Meadow but Policy
QH2 helps to ensure that no further development is located in these areas.

2.8.4

There is minimal risk of surface water flooding within Quarndon Parish. Policy
QCLE4 aims to ensure that proposed development will ensure effective
sustainable drainage systems (SUDs) are in place, as much of the Parish’s housing
is built on sloping ground.

2.8.5

It is considered to be likely that there will be no adverse impacts on air or water
resources as a result of the NDP. A loss of versatile and fertile soils as a result of
proposals in the NDP is considered to be likely.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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Figure 2.3: Agricultural Land Class of Quarndon Parish.

Figure 2.4: River and flood zones in Quarndon Parish.
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2.9

Climatic factors

2.9.1

Policy QRE1 aims to support the use of renewable and low-carbon energy
development, such as domestic roof-mounted solar or water-heating panels, as
long as the installations do not adversely impact the rural character of the Parish.

2.9.2

Policy QCLE1 seeks to ensure the retention of the designated Local Green Spaces
which may result in benefits that can help climate change adaptation, such as
carbon dioxide uptake and storage.

2.9.3

Quarndon is limited in terms of sustainable transport options, which leaves
residents highly dependable on their cars to access services, facilities and
employment. The number of proposed dwellings is at most 30, and therefore the
NDP will be likely to have a negligible impact on climatic factors.

2.10

Material assets

2.10.1

The material assets topic considers social, physical and environmental
infrastructure. This sub-section should be read alongside ‘Population and human
health’, which details some health and social infrastructure implications of the
NDP; ‘Climatic factors’, which considers transport infrastructure in terms of
sustainable transport; ‘Soil, water and air’, which considers water infrastructure
and agricultural land classification; and the ‘Biodiversity, flora and fauna’ subsection, which considers environmental infrastructure.

Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council

17

SEA of the Quarndon NDP: Screening Report

May 2018

LC-368_Quarndon_SEA_Screening_3_100518JE.docx

2.10.2

Employment within the Parish is limited to the local school or catering and
hospitality within the hotel, pub and tearoom. A high proportion of Quarndon
residents commute to nearby Derby for work. The 2011 census calculated that
7.8% of residents work from home5.

Policy QCLE4 aims to encourage the

redevelopment of existing building for small local business use. However, there
is little focus on the encouraging of business and employment growth within the
Parish due to the potential for alteration of its rural character and the prioritisation
of using land and existing building for residential rather than employment
purposes.

2.10.3

An adverse impact on the material assets topic is considered to be unlikely.

2.11

Cultural heritage (including architectural and archaeological features)

2.11.1

There are several nationally important heritage assets near the Parish of
Quarndon. However, it is considered that development proposed in the NDP is
of a type, scale and location which means adverse impacts on sensitive heritage
assets will be avoided. Each asset will be addressed in the following paragraphs.

2.11.2

The eastern border of the Parish is adjacent to the buffer zone of Derwent Valley
Mills World Heritage Site, a series of 18th and 19th century cotton mills and
industrial landscape covering over 4 million hectares (see Figure 2.5).

All

development proposed in the NDP will be situated outside this buffer zone and
no adverse impacts on the World Heritage Site would be anticipated.

2011 Census: Quarndon Economic Activity Profile
https://observatory.derbyshire.gov.uk/IAS/Custom/Resources/Census/Profiles_2011/economic_profile/Parish/A
mber_Valley/Quarndon.pdf
5
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2.11.3

The western perimeter of the parish sits adjacent to Kedleston Hall Registered
Park and Garden (RPG), an 18th century mansion and associated parkland, with a
limited portion of the RPG extending into the parish (see Figure 2.6).

No

development proposed in the NDP will be situated within the RPG. However, the
NDP rightly recognises the importance of preserving the setting of the RPG and
refers to the Amber Valley Local Plan, adopted in 2006, which provides a map of
the setting (see Figure 2.7).

2.11.4

The setting of the RPG is considered to extend into the southern portion of
Quarndon village. The village and parish of Quarndon play an essential role in
preserving the rural character of the setting of the RPG, in large part by distinctly
separating the RPG from Derby, and it is therefore necessary for the NDP to
ensure that this rural character will not be compromised by future development
(either due to individual site developments or the cumulative impacts of all
development in-combination with other plans and projects).

2.11.5

It is important to establish the quantity, type and distribution of future
development within the village, and whether this may potentially have an adverse
impact on the setting of the RPG. This is made somewhat complicated by the fact
that the NDP proposes 15 – 30 new homes over the next 15 years without
allocating specific sites for development.

2.11.6

Whilst the NDP does not allocate specific sites for development, it does limit the
potential locations for new housing as per the following:

•

New homes will only be supported on infill sites within the inset of the
village; and

•

Development in the Green Belt will not be supported.
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2.11.7

The restrictions on where new development in the Parish will be supported
essentially means that future development will only arise on infill sites within the
inset of the village (see Figure 2.8). There is a relatively small area of the village
where new housing may potentially be built and which is also considered to be
part of the setting of Kedleston Hall RPG. Most of this area is along Church Road,
which runs north to south through the village. Local topography, and in particular
Cannon Hill, means that houses along Church Road are predominantly not
viewable from the RPG. Any new houses along this road would therefore be
unlikely to be viewable from most locations within the RPG.

2.11.8

Overall, it is not possible to rule out a very limited portion of future development
in the village being situated in a location which is either viewable from the RPG,
or which alters the rural character of the parish and thereby diminishes the distinct
separation between Derby and the RPG.

Given the very limited scale of

development, and that it would be situated within an existing urban area of a
similar type of development, it is considered to be unlikely but ultimately
uncertain whether this could constitute a ‘significant effect’ on heritage.

2.11.9

To ensure no significant effects arise, the NDP addresses these concerns and
proposes the following policies which would be expected to ensure adverse
impacts on the Kedleston Hall RPG, as well as the rural nature of the local
landscape character, are avoided and mitigated:

•

Policy QSS2: New development in the setting of Kedleston Hall RPG, and
conservation Area, will only be considered for approval where:
-

It is very limited scale and does not compromise the open character of
the landscape, other significant features of the setting, or views into/out
of the RPG; and

-

It comprises uses that support the community use of the landscape or
the operation of the Kedleston historic estate; and

-

It causes no significant harm to the setting of the Kedleston RPG.

-

Para 8.2.3.2 clarifies that: This policy enables limited (defined as no
more than one or two small buildings) development within the setting of
Kedleston RPG and Conservation Area, where such development does
not compromise the setting of these heritage assets and supports
community use of the landscape and/or operation of the Kedleston
historic estate. Where the land also falls within the Green Belt, any
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proposed development would also be subject to national and local
Green Belt policies.
•

Policy QSS1: Limited new housing infill development will be permitted in
the area of the village of Quarndon inset from Green Belt where such
proposals comply with the Quarndon Neighbourhood Plan housing policies
- infill development will not be permitted in the areas of the village of
Quarndon that are in Green Belt outside of the inset area;

•

Policy QSS4: The separation of the village of Quarndon from the Derby
urban area and from Duffield will be preserved by retaining or extending the
existing Green Belt boundaries to ensure no loss of existing Green Belt
within the Parish and strengthening of the Green Belt area as appropriate.

2.11.10

Page 63 of the NDP provides further detail on the role of Quarndon in the setting
of the RPG. The NDP also refers to an assessment being prepared by National
Trust on the setting of the RPG. Overall, it is considered that the NDP proposes
well evidenced and robust policies which will ensure that a significant effect on
Kedleston Hall RPG is avoided.

2.11.11

There are ten Listed buildings in the Parish, one of which is Grade II* and the rest
Grade II. The majority of the Listed Buildings are within the village of Quarndon
(see Figure 2.7). The strategy and development management policies proposed
in the NDP are such that future housing will be situated adjacent to or surrounded
by existing housing and will be of a scale, type and design which is in keeping
with the current character. Adverse impacts on the setting or character of the
Listed Buildings would therefore not be expected, particularly as Policy QEN2 of
the NDP states: “Designated Conservation Areas, historic heritage assets, listed
buildings, monuments and their settings, will be conserved and enhanced for their
historic significance and their importance to local distinctiveness, character and
sense of place.”

2.11.12

Overall, it is concluded that a significant effect on cultural heritage can be
objectively ruled out at this stage due to the scale, type, and location of
development proposed in the NDP as well as the avoiding and mitigating impact
of the proposed development management policies.
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Figure 2.5: Historic assets in and around Quarndon Parish.
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Figure 2.6: Quarndon Conservation Areas designated in the NDP.

Figure 2.7: Kedleston RPG (pink lines) and the setting of Kedleston RPG (yellow) as defined by AVBC (2006
Local Plan)
Lepus Consulting for Amber Valley Borough Council
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Figure 2.8: This map focusses on the village of Quarndon, shown here in white and surrounded on the south,
west and north perimeters by Green Belt. Future development will only be permitted on infill sites within this
white area.

2.12

Landscape

2.12.1

The Parish is split between two National Character Areas (NCAs); the Derbyshire
Peak Fringe and Lower Derwent NCA and the Needwood and South Derbyshire.
Over the 15 year NDP period, a maximum of 15 – 30 new homes will be situated
within the village. As the new homes will be of a scale, type and design which is
in accordance with the existing village character, a significant effect on landscape
can be objectively ruled out at this stage.
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3

HRA Screening Process

3.1

Habitats Regulations Assessment screening

3.1.1

HRA screening is a requirement of Regulation 102 of the Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations 20106.

3.1.2

HRA considers the potential adverse impacts of plans and projects on designated
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), classified Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
and listed Ramsar sites. This is in accordance with the Habitats Directive7 and the
Birds Directive8. SACs, SPAs and Ramsar sites are collectively known as the Natura
2000 network.

3.1.3

Should a development, plan or project be considered likely to have a significant
impact on a Natura 2000 site, the HRA proceeds to an Appropriate Assessment.
If likely significant effects cannot be avoided, mitigated or compensated to the
extent that the conservation status of the EU site will not be undermined, the HRA
proceeds to Imperative Reasons of Overriding Interest (IROPI).

3.2

Determination of likely significant effects

3.2.1

The nearest Natura 2000 site to Quarndon Parish is the Peak District Dales SAC,
located approximately 14km northwest. The development and policies proposed
within the NDP are unlikely to impact on the SAC in any way. Based on the
available information, a significant impact of the NDP on any Natura 2000 site can
be objectively ruled out at this stage.

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. Available at:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/490/regulation/102/made
7
EU Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora
8
EU Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of wild birds
6
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4

Conclusions

4.1

SEA Screening outcome

4.1.1

This screening report has explored the potential effects of the proposed
Quarndon NDP with a view to determining whether an environmental assessment
is required under the SEA Directive.

4.1.2

In accordance with topics cited in Annex 1(f) of the SEA directive, significant
effects on the environment are not expected to occur as a result of the NDP.

4.1.3

It is recommended that the Quarndon Neighbourhood Development Plan should
be screened out of the SEA process.

4.2

HRA Screening outcome

4.2.1

This screening report has explored the potential effects of the proposed
Quarndon NDP with a view to determining whether a habitats regulations
assessment is required.

4.2.2

It is recommended that the Quarndon Neighbourhood Development Plan should
be screened out of the HRA process.

4.3

Next steps

4.3.1

This report is subject to consultations with Natural England, Environment Agency
and Historic England. Their comments are presented in Appendix B.
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Appendix A: Quarndon NDP Policies
Strategic Objective

Spatial Strategy

Housing Location,
Design and Character

Community, Leisure and
Employment
Renewable Energy
Rural Character, Heritage
Assets and Environment

Infrastructure

Policy Code

Policy Name

QSS1

Housing Need and Provision for Development

QSS2

Setting of Kedleston RPG and Conservation Area

QSS3

Reuse of Redundant Buildings in Open Countryside/ Green Belt

QSS4

Green Belt Boundaries

QH1

Housing Development within the village of Quarndon

QH2

Housing Development on Somme Road and Poppyfields Meadow

QH3

Design and Built Character

QH4

Housing mix for new development

QH5

Provision for the Elderly

QH6

Transport and Parking

QCLE1

Local Green Space

QCLE2

Community Facilities

QCLE3

Retail and Rural Services

QCLE4

Reuse of Buildings for Employment Purposes

QRE1

Renewable Energy

QEN1

Natural Features

QEN2

Historical/Heritage Assets

QEN3

Views

QEN4

Dark Skies

QIN1

Walking in the Parish

QIN2

Countryside Footpaths and Bridleways

QIN3

Cycling in the Parish

QIN4

High Speed Connectivity

Appendix B: Consultation Responses

EAST MIDLANDS OFFICE

Mr Joseph Evans
Lepus Consulting Ltd
1 Bath Street
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire
GL50 1YE

Direct Dial: 01604 735460
Our ref: PL00404162
25 May 2018

Dear Mr Evans
RE: QUARNDON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - SCREENING OPINION REQUEST
Thank you for your consultation and the request for a Screening Opinion in respect of
the Quarndon Neighbourhood Plan.
For the purposes of consultations on SEA Screening Opinions, Historic England
confines its advice to the question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the
environment?” in respect of our area of concern, cultural heritage. Our comments are
based on the information supplied with the screening request.
On the basis of the information supplied and in the context of the criteria set out in
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’
Directive], Historic England is of the view that the preparation of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment is not likely to be required.
The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account
before the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to
undertake a SEA, please note that Historic England has published guidance on
Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic
Environment that is relevant to both local and neighbourhood planning and available
at:
<https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-andstrategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/>
Should it be concluded that, overall, a SEA will be required for the Plan, Historic
England would be pleased to discuss the scope of the assessment in relation to the
historic environment in due course.
Notwithstanding the conclusions above it is noted that the NP sets out provisions for
designated heritage assets only, and all heritage assets including archaeology and
non-designated assets should be considered in order to meet the requirements of the
NPPF.
2nd Floor, WINDSOR HOUSE, CLIFTONVILLE, NORTHAMPTON, NN1 5BE
Telephone 01604 735460
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act. 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All
information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA
or EIR applies.

EAST MIDLANDS OFFICE

I hope that this information is of use to you at this time. Should you have any queries,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely,

Rosamund Worrall
Historic Environment Planning Adviser
Rosamund.Worrall@HistoricEngland.org.uk

2nd Floor, WINDSOR HOUSE, CLIFTONVILLE, NORTHAMPTON, NN1 5BE
Telephone 01604 735460
HistoricEngland.org.uk
Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act. 2000 (FOIA) and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). All
information held by the organisation will be accessible in response to an information request, unless one of the exemptions in the FOIA
or EIR applies.

Date:
Our ref:

05 June 2018
246557

Joseph Evans
Senior Environmental Consultant
Lepus Consulting Ltd
BY EMAIL ONLY

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Joseph
Planning consultation: Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report of the Quarndon Neighbourhood
Plan.
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 11/05/2018
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby
contributing to sustainable development.
Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening
We welcome the production of this SEA Screening report. Natural England notes and concurs with the screening
outcome i.e. that no SEA is required.
Further guidance on deciding whether the proposals are likely to have significant environmental effects and the
requirements for consulting Natural England on SEA are set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance.
Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening
Natural England notes the screening process applied to this Neighbourhood plan. We agree with the Council’s
conclusion of no likely significant effect upon European designated sites

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any queries
please do not hesitate to contact us.
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Felicity Bingham on 02082
256387. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
Yours sincerely
Felicity Bingham
Sustainable Development Advisor
East Midlands Team
felicity.bingham@naturalengland.org.uk
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