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1. Introduction
This screening report determines whether or not the Idridgehay & Alton and
Ashleyhay Neighbourhood Development Plan require a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA), and/or a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance
with the European Directive 2001/42/EC, and the requirements of the Conservation
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended in 2012).
2. Relationship to other plans and programmes
Once made the Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the development plan for
Amber Valley. The policy framework once made will not work in isolation. The
Neighbourhood Development Plan will work alongside the adopted Local Plan
policies at the time it is made.
The Neighbourhood Plan must have regard to national policy (National Planning
Policy Framework); be in general conformity with the strategic policies in the adopted
Local Plan; must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and
meet EU Obligations and Human Rights requirements.
The current adopted Local Plan for the area is the Amber Valley Borough Local Plan
Adopted 2006 although Amber Valley Borough Council is currently preparing a new
plan for the Borough. This will be developed in two parts; Local Plan Part 1 Core
Strategy and Part 2 Site Allocations and Development Management Policies
Document. The preparation of the Local Plan Part 1 Core Strategy is well advanced
and it sets out the overall vision, strategic objectives, spatial strategy and strategic
planning policies for the Borough to 2028. Several of the policies within the existing
Amber Valley Borough Local Plan are saved and to be retained alongside the Local
Plan Part 1 Core Strategy until such time that they are to be replaced by Part 2 Site
Allocations and Development Management Policies Document. Preparation of Part 2
is anticipated to begin early 2015.
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3. Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Legislative Background
and Methodology
European Directive 2011/42/EC requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA Directive) to be carried out for certain plans and programmes to assess their
effects on the environment.
Neighbourhood Development Plans fall within the scope of legislation. They are a
plan as defined by Article 3(2) of the SEA regulations and Regulation 5 paragraph 2
of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
However, Neighbourhood Plans are land use planning documents prepared at the
local level to determine land use in a small area.
Under Article 3(2) of the SEA Directive and Regulation 5 paragraph 6 of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is only required for documents that determine land
use in small areas at the local level where it is considered that they are likely to have
‘significant environmental effects’. This is carried out through a screening
determination.
4. Screening methodology
The role of the screening exercise is to determine whether the effect of the
implementation of a plan or programme is likely to have a significant effect on the
environment.
The criteria for assessing whether a plan or programme is likely to have a significant
environmental effect are set out in Annex II of the SEA Directive and Schedule 2 of
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
The assessment criteria used to determine whether a plan or programme will have
significant environmental effects are separated into two categories:
• Those relating to the characteristics of the plan; and
• Those relating to the characteristics of the plan’s effects and of the area likely to
be affected
A key part of the Neighbourhood Plan screening had been to consider the context of
its preparation and its interaction with the emerging Local Plan Part 1 Core Strategy
for Amber Valley.
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5. Summary of Plan
Table 1: Details of Neighbourhood Plan
Name of Neighbourhood Plan
Geographic Coverage of Plan

Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay
Neighbourhood Development Plan
The parishes of Idridgehay & Alton and
Ashleyhay.
The neighbourhood area is rural in nature with
dispersed settlements throughout with the
closest service centre being Wirksworth. The
area has a population of 393, 275 in Idridgehay
& Alton and 118 in Ashleyhay with a total of 169
households.
There are a number of constraints which cover
the neighbourhood area, these being:-

Key topics/scope of Plan

Key Objectives

• Special Landscape Area which blankets the
majority of the area
• Idridgehay Conservation Area
• 36 Listed Buildings
• 1 Site of Special Scientific Interest
• 1 Regionally Important Geological Site
• 12 Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation
• 2 Tree Preservation Orders (single trees)
• 2 Blanket Tree Preservation Orders
The Plan contains the following themes:
• Landscape
• Housing Development
• Business Development
• Environment
• Sustainable Development
• Community
Objectives for the Neighbourhood Area:
• Protect and enhance the special and valued
landscape, scenic beauty and traditional
architecture.
• To allow limited small-scale housing
development to sustain a vibrant rural
community.
• To retain a variety of house types and sizes to
encourage a balanced community
• To promote high quality and sustainable
design
• To support appropriate sustainable smallscale enterprises providing benefit to the local
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•
•
•
•

•

community whilst protecting the intrinsic
character and distinctiveness of the area.
To protect and enhance the natural
environment and encourage biodiversity
To retain the qualities of tranquility and dark
skies associated with the area
To support the use of domestic scale
renewable energy
To improve the safety and well being of the
residents by introducing highway
modifications and walking routes
To develop community facilities
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6. Assessment
1. Assessment of the significant environmental effects of the Idrigehay &Alton and
Ashleyhay Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan
Characteristics of the
Significant
Summary of Significant Effects
Plan
Environment
Effect?
The degree to which the
plan or programme sets
a framework for projects
and other activities,
either with regard to the
location, nature, size
and operating
conditions or by
allocating resources

No

The degree to which the
plan or programme
influences other plans
and programmes
including those in a
hierarchy

No

The Neighbourhood plan will be the lowest level of
planing policy for the area. It has to be in general
conformity with strategic policies of the adopted Local
Plan and must contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development. It will therefore have limited
influence over changing the policies in the plans at the
higher level or lead to the development of further plans
below it.

The relevance of the
plan or programme for
the integration of
environmental
considerations in
particular with a view to
promting sustainable
development

No

The Neighbourhood Plan is required under legislation
to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. This is one of the basic condition tests.
Whether this basic condition is met will be tested
during the examination of the Neighbourhood Plan.
However, the framework for the promotion of
sustainable development is set by the Government’s
Strategy for Sustainable Development, the National
Planning Policy Framework and the policies in the
adopted and emerging Local Plan’s for the borough.
The Neighbourhood Plan will have limited influence
over changing the sustainable development policies in
the plans and policies at the higher strategic level.

The Neighbourhood Plan is a local level land use
planning document to determine land use in a small
area. Once made, it will work within the planning policy
framework of the Local Plan for the borough.
The Neighbourhood Plan will provide a local planning
policy framework for Idridgehay & Alton and
Ashleyhay. It is required to be in general conformity
with the strategic policies of the adopted Local Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan will not impact on the
strategic location, nature, size and operating
conditions of new development over and above that
set by current adopted Local Plan or emerging Local
Plan for the borough. It will however provide local level
guidance within the strategic framework on the nature
of development in the Neighbourhood Area should be
brought forward and the mitigation and enhancement
measures required in order to minimise impacts. The
Neighbourhood Plan policies will work alongside the
strategic policies in the development plan; other
development management measures and
environmental protection legislation.
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The relevance of the
plan or programme for
the integration of
environmental
considerations in
particular with a view to
promting sustainable
development

No

The Neighbourhood Plan is required under legislation
to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. This is one of the basic condition tests.
Whether this basic condition is met will be tested
during the examination of the Neighbourhood Plan.
However, the framework for the promotion of
sustainable development is set by the Government’s
Strategy for Sustainable Development, the National
Planning Policy Framework and the policies in the
adopted and emerging Local Plan’s for the borough.
The Neighbourhood Plan will have limited influence
over changing the sustainable development policies in
the plans and policies at the higher strategic level.

What are the
environmental problems
relevant to the plan or
programme?

No

The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the
Local Plan Part One Core Strategy is a
comprehensive overview of the issues in Amber
Valley. There are no specific additional environmental
problems identified for the Idridgehay & Alton and
Ashleyhay area.

The relevance of the
plan or programme for
the implementation of
Community legislation
on the environment (e.g.
plans and programmes
linked to wastemanagement or water
protection)

No

The Neighbourhood Development Plan will have no
direct role in the delivery of community legislation on
the environment. It does include policies on these
matters.
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2. Charactersistics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard in
particular to:
The probability,
duration, frequency and
reversibility of the
effects

No

The Neighbourhood Plan will be used in the decision
making process and resultant development is likely to
have an impact on the environment. The impacts will
vary but implementation of the policies and proposals
in the Neighbourhood Plan are likely to be small-scale
without significant impact.

The cumulative nature of
the effects of the Plan

No

The Neighbourhood Plan is not allocating any sites for
future development and the policies should be in
general conformity with the strategic policies.

The trans-boundary
nature of the effects of
the Plan

No

There are not expected to be any significant transboundary effects.

The risks to human
health or the
environment (e.g due to
accidents)

No

There are no significant risks to human health.

The magnitude and
spatial extent of the
effects (geographical
area and size of the
population likely to be
affected) by the Plan.

No

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the parishes of
Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay, therefore it is local
and at a small scale.

The value and
vulnerability of the area
likely to be affected by
the Plan due to:

No

It is not possible to thoroughly assess the effects on
natural characterists or cultural heritage at this stage.
The area is rural in nature with dispersed settlements
with a wealth of biodiversity and natural habitats, any
proposed development may have an impact on the
environment however the policies within the
neighbourhood plan seek to protect and enhance
these aspects.

-

Special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

-

Exceeded
environmental quality
standards or limit
values; or

No

The neighbourhood plan is not expected to exceed
environmental quality standards or limit values.

-

Intensive land use

No

The neighbourhood plan is not allocating and sites for
future development

The effects of the Plan
on areas or landscapes
which have recognised
national, community or
international protection
status.

No

The Special Landscape Area (SLA) blankets the
neighbourhood area and there are a number of Sites
of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC),
Regionally Important Geographical Sites (SIGS), a Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) to the north of the
area and also a Conservation Area at Idridgehay. The
plan is not allocating any sites for development and the
policies within it look to enhance and protect the
distinctive landscape charactersistics.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Report

Page 9

The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a planning document to
ascertain whether a full SEA is required.
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The table below shows the assessment of whether the Neighbourhood Plan will
require a full SEA. The questions below are drawn from the diagram above which
sets out how the SEA Directive should be applied.
Stage
1. Is the PP (plan or programme) subject to
preparation and/or adoption by a national,
regional or local authority OR prepared by
an authority for adoption through a
legislative procedure by Parliament or
Government? (Art. 2(a))

2. Is the PP required by legislative,
regulatory or administrative provisions? (Art.
2 (a))

3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture,
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry,
transport, waste management,
telecommunications, tourism, town and
country planning or land use, AND does it
set a framework for future development
consent of projects in Annexes I and II to
the EIA Directive? (Art. 3.2 (a))
4. Will the PP, in view of its likely effect on
sites, require an assessment for future
development under Article 6 or 7 of the
Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2 (b))

5. Does the PP determine the use of small
areas at local level, OR is it a minor
modification of a PP subject to Art. 3.2?
(Art. 3.3)

Y/N

Yes

No

No

No

No

6. Does the PP set the framework for future
development consent of projects (not just
projects in annexes to the EIA Directive)?
(Art.3.4)
Yes
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Reason
The Neighbourhood
Development Plan once
independently assessed and
subject to referendum, needs
to be formally adopted by the
Local Planning Authority to be
brought into force.
The Plan is being undertaken
voluntarily by the Parish
Council in accordance with
the provisions set out in the
Localism Act 2011.
The Plan has been prepared
for town and country planning
purposes however it sets a
framework for future
development consent but not
for projects in Annexes I and II
to the EIA Directive (Art. 3.(a))

The closest Special Areas of
Conservation and Special
Protected Areas are outside of
the Borough and the effects
on these sites are not
considered to be significant.
The Neighbourhood Plan
does not allocate any sites for
land use and it is not a minor
modification.
When adopted,
Neighbourhood Plans will be
statutory planning documents.
They will form part of the
Local Development
Framework and so will have
significant weight in planning
decisions. The responsibility
for development consent will
remain with the Local
Authority.
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7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve the
national defence or civil emergency, OR is it
a financial or budget PP, OR is it cofinanced by structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art. 3.8, 3.9)
8. Is it likely to have a significant effect on
the environment? (Art. 3.5)

N/A
No

No

The Neighbourhood Plan
must be prepared in
conformity with the Core
Strategy. The development of
the Core Strategy was subject
to a detailed SA which
complied with European
Directive 2001/42/EC the
Strategic.

7. Screening Outcome
As a result of the assessment, it is unlikely there will be any significant environmental
effects arising from the Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood
Development Plan that were not covered in the Sustainability Appraisal of the Core
Strategy. As such, the Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood
Development Plan will not require a full SEA to be undertaken.
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8. Habitats Regulations
Legislative Background
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended in 2012)
transpose the requirement of the European Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC into UK
law. The Habitats Directive and Regulations afford protection to plants, animals and
habitats that are rare and vulnerable in a European context.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a systematic process through which the
performance of a plan or project can be assessed for its likely impact on the integrity
of a European Site. European Sites, also referred to a Natura 2000 sites, consist of
Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC); Potential
Special Protection Areas and candidate Special Areas of Conservation (pSPA and
cSAC); and listed or proposed Ramsar sites.
Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states: ‘Any plan or project not directly
connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a
significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans and
projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in
view of the site’s conservation objectives’.
The first stage of HRA is to screen a plan or programme to identify if there are likely
to be any significant effects on Natura 2000 sites. This will indicate whether a full
Appropriate Assessment is required. The regulations require that the impact and
effects of any land use plan being assessed are considered in combination with
other plans and projects that may also be affecting the relevant European site(s).
Context
There are no European sites that occur within the neighbourhood area or Amber
Valley Borough. The closest sites to the Borough are:
•
•
•
•
•

Peak District Dales SAC;
South Pennine Moors SAC;
Peak District Moors (South Pennine Moors Phase 1) SPA;
Gang Mines SAC; and
Bees Nest and Green Clay Pits SAC

These sites are shown on Figure 1
Conclusion
The Habitats Regulation Assessment that was carried out for the Amber Valley draft
Core Strategy concluded that there would be no impacts other than recreational
pressure and disturbance and that other effects, such as reduced air quality or
changed in water availability, were scoped out of the assessment.
In relation to recreational pressure, it was concluded that the scale of development
proposed in the emerging Local Plan Part 1 Core Strategy, alone and in combination
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Report
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with other plans and projects, was unlikely to have a significant effect on the
European Sites identified and were screened out of the Assessment.
It is considered that as the Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood
Development Plan would not lead to the allocation of additional housing sites and the
requirements of the policies do not go beyond those contained in the emerging Local
Plan Part 1 Core Strategy the Neighbourhood Development Plan would not therefore
require an Appropriate Assessment.
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Peak District Moors
(South Pennine Moors Phase 1)

Figure 1: Plan Showing European Designated Site
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Taylor,Amie
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Doughty, Naomi <naomi.doughty@environment-agency.gov.uk>
23 July 2014 15:29
Taylor,Amie
RE: Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA
Regulations)

Hi Amy,
Many thanks for your e-mail. Please accept this as acknowledgement of receipt. As discussed, the Environment
Agency does not comment on screening requests and therefore has no comments to make.
Kindest regards
Naomi
Naomi Doughty
Planning Specialist (Derbyshire)
Sustainable Places Team
 0115 846 2662 / 07880 055307
 naomi.doughty@environment-agency.gov.uk
 Environment Agency, Trentside Offices, Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5BR

Did you know our web content has moved to www.gov.uk/environment-agency

From: Taylor,Amie [mailto:Amie.Taylor@ambervalley.gov.uk]
Sent: 23 July 2014 14:42
To: Doughty, Naomi
Subject: Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations)
Dear Naomi,
Please find attached a letter inviting you to make comments on the screening determination of the Idridgehay &
Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood Plan.
Kind Regards

Amie Taylor | Planning Assistant
Amber Valley Borough Council
Planning and Regeneration | Town Hall, Market Place, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 3BT
Email: amie.taylor@ambervalley.gov.uk | Telephone: 01773 841583 Ext 1583
www.ambervalley.gov.uk
Making a Difference for Amber Valley

1

This email is private. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return, destroying the email
without disclosing or relying upon it. We may by law have to disclose this email. We monitor both sent and received
emails. The attachments are opened at your own risk.
This message has been scanned and no issues discovered.

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you
have received this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it
and do not copy it to anyone else.
We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check
any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the
Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and
attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by
someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.
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Date:
19 August 2014
Our ref: 127392
Your ref:

Amie Taylor
Amber Valley
Planning and Regeneration
Ripley, Derbyshire
DE5 3BT
BY EMAIL ONLY; amie.taylor@ambervalley.gov.uk
Customer Services
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Ms Taylor
Planning consultation: Strategic Environmental Assessment -Screening Report Of the
Idridgehay and Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood Development Plan
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 23 July 2014.
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Strategic Environmental Assessment / Sustainability Appraisal
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated
sites, landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely
to be significant environmental effects from the proposed Neighbourhood plan.
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by
the policies within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected
species are likely to be affected.
Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental
issues that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or
habitats, local wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape
advisers, local record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and
biodiversity receptors that may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is
necessary.
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the
environmental assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible
authority seek our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third
party appeal against any screening decision you may make.
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We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Sally Maguire on
03000602110. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation
please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

Yours sincerely

Sally Maguire MRTPI
Lead Adviser
On behalf of East Midlands Area
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Taylor,Amie
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Searson, Claire <Claire.Searson@english-heritage.org.uk>
22 August 2014 14:46
Taylor,Amie
FW: Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA
Regulations)

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Dear Aimie,
Thank you for your email regarding the SEA screening for Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay
Neighbourhood Plan.
I can confirm that we are minded to agree that no SEA is required. We would always, however,
encourage the Parish to undertake a 'light touch' SA process in order to fully test out the policies
and proposals contained within the Plan.
Kind Regards,
Claire
Claire Searson | Historic Environment Planning Adviser |
Direct Line: 01777 860072 (Mon, Weds-Fri) 01604 735447 (Tues Only)
Mobile phone: 07917 596058
English Heritage | East Midlands | 44 Derngate |
Northampton | NN1 1UH
www.english-heritage.org.uk

From: Taylor,Amie [mailto:Amie.Taylor@ambervalley.gov.uk]
Sent: 23 July 2014 14:20
To: East Midlands
Subject: Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations)

Dear Sir/Madam,
Please find attached a letter inviting you to make comments on the screening determination of Idridgehay &
Alton and Ashleyhay Neighbourhood Plan.
Kind Regards

Amie Taylor | Planning Assistant
Amber Valley Borough Council
Planning and Regeneration | Town Hall, Market Place, Ripley, Derbyshire, DE5 3BT
Email: amie.taylor@ambervalley.gov.uk | Telephone: 01773 841583 Ext 1583
www.ambervalley.gov.uk

Making a Difference for Amber Valley

This email is private. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return, destroying the
email without disclosing or relying upon it. We may by law have to disclose this email. We monitor both
sent and received emails. The attachments are opened at your own risk.
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views
of English Heritage unless specifically stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your
system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act
1

in reliance on it. Any information sent to English Heritage may become publicly available.
Portico: your gateway to information on sites in the National Heritage Collection; have a look and tell us
what you think.
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/portico/
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