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1: Introduction
Introduction and Scope
1.1

In July 2016, Amber Valley Borough Council commissioned naa to review the 2013 Sports
Playing Pitch Strategy and produce a new document for the period 2017 - 2020. This new
document therefore sets out the strategic direction and site specific priorities for the
future delivery of sports facilities across the Borough for this period.

1.2

As with the previous strategy, the assessment considers the need for sports pitches up to
2028. This links with the timescales of the emerging Amber Valley Borough Local Plan. The
actions associated with the document are valid up to 2020, but they also will be
reviewed after this date in order to determine strategic priorities up to 2028. Processes for
the review will be outlined in the strategy document.
Strategic Vision

1.3

1.4

The existing Sports Playing Pitch Assessment and Strategy has successfully driven
improvement and investment into the sporting infrastructure across the Borough.
Successes include;
•

investment in the quality of cricket grounds across the Borough, in particular
drainage and pavilion improvements;

•

improvement of the amount of capacity available to cricket clubs through the
creation of second grounds;

•

ongoing work seeking to build capacity for rugby union clubs;

•

the creation of a new 3g AGP at Belper Leisure Centre; and

•

an improved balance between supply and demand for football.

This assessment seeks to understand how things have changed and the impact that this
has on the actions set out in the 2013 document. Most importantly, it seeks to build upon
the successes of the previous document and to deliver the sporting vision for the
Borough up to 2028. The vision for the strategy remains the same, specifically;
The strategy seeks to support the Council and its partners in the creation of:
'An accessible, high quality and sustainable network of sports pitches and other outdoor
sports facilities which provides and promotes local opportunities for participation by all
residents at all levels of play from grassroots to elite'.

1.5

1.6

To achieve this strategic vision, the strategy seeks to ensure that;
•

the amount of pitches is sufficient to meet current and future need;

•

the quality of pitches meets current and future need; and

•

the network of facilities supports increasing participation and sustainable club
development.

It considers the adequacy of provision for football, cricket, rugby and hockey.
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Key Drivers
1.7

1.8

1.9

The 2013 strategy document highlighted the importance of ongoing monitoring and
updating of the strategy document to ensure that it remains representative of current
and projected future need. This refresh of the 2013 document is therefore required to;
•

take account of the changing methodologies for the evaluation of the adequacy
of sports playing pitches;

•

understand any changes in the supply of playing pitches and demand for playing
pitches and the impact that this may have on the actions that are required; and

•

take account of the challenging financial climate.

Specifically, it seeks to;
•

provide an understanding of the adequacy of playing fields in each area of the
Borough both at the current time and projecting forwards as the population grows
and its profile changes;

•

guide the creation of a network of playing pitches that will both support the
current and future population and promote increased physical activity amongst
the Boroughs residents;

•

inform both strategic and site specific decision making on the need for new and
enhanced pitch provision both now, and in future years;

•

support the creation of appropriate policy within the Local Plan to protect playing
fields and provide new pitches where they are required; and

•

guide a strategic and innovative approach to the delivery of playing pitches and
sports facilities linking with local, regional and National Governing Body priorities
and in the context of the challenging financial environment.

This document is the assessment report. It summarises the key issues arising from the
assessment of facilities for cricket, hockey, football and rugby and informs the
preparation of the strategy document (under separate cover). For each of the sports
covered, it aims to;
•

summarise the current supply of facilities and the characteristics of the pitch stock;

•

outline current demand for facilities and evaluate projected demand up to 2028;

•

evaluate the overall adequacy of provision to meet current and projected future
demand; and

•

identify the key issues for the Amber Valley Borough Sports Playing Pitch Strategy to
address.

1.10 The strategy document will build on the issues identified and set out strategic priorities
and actions for delivery.
1.11 The remainder of this assessment report is set out as follows;

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

2

•

Section 2 – Methodology - this section sets out the methodology undertaken

•

Section 3 – Strategic Context - this section summarises the key issues in the Borough
relating to demographics and local policy drivers and the facility implications

•

Section 4 – Cricket - this section outlines the current picture for cricket and
evaluates the adequacy of existing provision to meet current and projected future
demand

•

Section 5 – Hockey - this section outlines the current picture for hockey and
evaluates the adequacy of existing provision to meet current and projected future
demand

•

Section 6 – Football - this section outlines the current picture for football and
evaluates the adequacy of existing provision to meet current and projected future
demand

•

Section 7 – Rugby - this section outlines the current picture for rugby and evaluates
the adequacy of existing provision to meet current and projected future demand

•

Section 8 – Summary and Conclusions - this section summarises the key issues
arising in the analysis of sport specific needs and outlines the key areas that need
to be addressed within the strategy document.
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2: Methodology
Introduction
2.1

This section summarises the methodology that has been used in the preparation of this
assessment report and the strategy document that is under separate cover.

2.2

The strategy has been produced in line with ‘Playing Pitch Guidance, An approach to
Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy (Sport England 2013). This
methodology supersedes Towards a Level Playing Fields (Sport England 2001) which was
used to produce the previous Sports Playing Pitch Strategy for Amber Valley Borough
Council.

2.3

Figure 2.1 summarises the stages of this methodology. This assessment report represents
steps 1 – 6 while the strategy document will include recommendations and actions.
Figure 2.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach

Geographical Analysis
2.4

The assessment covers the area within the local authority boundaries of the Amber Valley
Borough. To fully understand patterns of supply and demand, provision is analysed at both
a Borough wide level and also within five Neighbourhood Areas.

2.5

Site specific issues are also considered. Table 2.1 sets out the wards in each area.
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Table 2.1: Geographical Areas of Amber Valley
Geographical Area

Alfreton
Belper
Heanor

Population
(2015 mid
year
estimates)
27,795
33,143
33,836

Ripley
21,542
Western Parishes
Amber Valley
Borough

7753

Wards

Alfreton, Ironville and Riddings, Somercotes, Swanwick,
Wingfield
Belper Central, Belper East, Belper North, Belper South,
Duffield, Kilburn, Denby and Holbrook
Codnor and Waingroves, Heanor and Loscoe, Heanor
East, Heanor West, Langley Mill and Aldercar, Shipley
Park, Horsley and Horsley Woodhouse
Heage and Ambergate, Denby part of Kilburn wards,
Ripley, Ripley and Marehay
Alport, Crich, South West Parishes

124,069

*Note in line with previous study, the Kilburn, Denby and Holbrook ward has been split into
neighbourhood areas.
Steps 2 and 3 – Gather Supply and Demand Information and Views
Supply
2.6

The data collection process included a full audit of pitches across Amber Valley using the
2013 data as a base. For each site, the following information was collected;
•
•
•
•
•
•

site name, location, ownership and management type
number and type of pitches and outdoor sports facilities
accessibility of pitches to the community
overall quality of pitches and ancillary facilities (including maintenance regimes)
level of protection and security of tenure
views of users and providers.

Demand
2.7

To evaluate the demand for pitches, the following information was collated;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2.8

number of sports clubs and teams and their match and training requirements
casual and other demand
educational demand
displaced demand (i.e. teams wishing to play within the Borough but unable to)
latent demand
future demand (including club and team aspirations for development as well as
National Governing Body priorities and targets)
user views and experiences, including trends and changes in demand.

The following tasks were undertaken to compile the above supply and demand data;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

analyzing the existing audit information, including the previous Sports Playing Pitch
Strategy and the Sport England Active Places tool
reviewing NGB data on pitches, outdoor sports facilities and local participation
full review of local league websites, fixture lists and pitch booking records
use of available technical quality assessment reports
undertaking non technical site visits
consultation with schools
postal and e mail consultation with Parish Councils
a full programme of consultation with sports clubs and league secretaries
face to face and telephone discussions with NGBs to discuss key issues and priorities
face to face consultations with Amber Valley Borough Council officers.

Steps 4, 5 and 6 – Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views
2.9

The supply and demand information collated has been used, in line with the Sport
England methodology, to;
•
•
•

understand the situation at individual sites;
develop the current and projected future pictures for each sport; and
identify the key findings and issues that need to be addressed.

2.10 Figure 2.2 overleaf, extracted directly from the guidance (Sport England 2013), provides
further detail of the issues explored during analysis of the adequacy of provision.
Steps 6 - 10 Develop the Strategy and Deliver the Strategy and Keep it Up to Date and
Robust
2.11 The strategy document will use the issues identified to set out a strategic framework for the
provision of pitches. This will be developed using the 2013 document as a base. All
previous recommendations will be reviewed to determine their ongoing validity and new
recommendations and actions will be developed. Recommendations and priorities will
be developed following scenario testing and in conjunction with key stakeholders (both
internal to the Council and external).
This Assessment
2.12 The remainder of this assessment therefore provides an overview of each sport in the
Borough and provides the evidence behind the issues presented in the strategy
document. Significant changes arising between the evidence collated in 2013 and 2017
are also discussed.
2.13 To inform the analysis of the current and projected future picture for each sport, Section 3
briefly summarises the strategic context, as well as the demographic profile (both current
and future).
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Figure 2.2: Overview of the Assessment Process
Understand
the situation at
2.1
2.2individual sites

An overview for each site available to the community
should be developed consisting of:
1. A comparison between the amount of play a site
can accommodate with how much play takes place
there;
2. Whether there is any spare capacity during the peak
period for relevant pitch types;
3. The key issues with, and views of, the provision at the
site.

2.3
Develop
the current
2.4
picture
of provision
2.5
2.6

Site overviews should be used to help understand:

Develop the future
picture of provision

The current picture of provision and the future demand
information from Stage B should be used to help
understand:

1. The situation across all sites available to the
community;
2. The situation across only those sites with secured
community use;
3. The nature and extent of play taking place at sites
with unsecured community use;
4. The nature and extent of any displaced, unmet and
latent demand;
5. Key issues raised with the adequacy of provision;
6. The situation at any priority sites.

1. How population change will affect the demand for
provision;
2. How participation targets and current/future trends
may affect the demand for provision;
3. Whether there are any particular sports clubs or sites
where demand is likely to increase;
4. How any forthcoming changes in supply may affect
the adequacy of provision to meet demand.

Identify the key findings
and issues

The current and future pictures of provision, along with
the site overviews, should be used to answer the
following questions:
1. What are the main characteristics of the current and
future supply of and demand for provision?
2. Is there enough accessible and secured community
use provision to meet current and future demand?
3. Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality
and appropriately managed?
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3: Strategic Context
Introduction
3.1

This section briefly summarises the key policies that impact upon the preparation of this
assessment and strategy and provides an overview of the demographics of the Borough
and the impact that this has on demand for pitch sports and outdoor sports facilities. It
provides an overview only - sport specific issues are discussed in Sections 4 - 9.
Strategic Context
National Level

3.2

At a national level, there are several key policies that impact upon the preparation of this
Playing Pitch and outdoor sports facilities assessment. Many of these have been updated
since the previous document in 2013.

3.3

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) clearly establishes the requirement that
local plans ensure that there is proper provision of community and cultural facilities to
meet local needs. The NPPF’s expectations for the development of local planning policy
for sport and physical activity/recreation is set out in paragraphs 73 and 74 which require
there to be a sound evidence base underpinning policy and its application. Paragraph 73
indicates that;
‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make
an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies
should be based on robust and up to date assessments of the needs for open space,
sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The assessments should
identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space,
sports and recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments
should be used to determine what open space, sports and recreational provision is
required.’

3.4

Paragraph 74 states that;
‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields,
should not be built on unless:
•

an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space,
buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or

•

the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent
or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or

•

the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for
which clearly outweigh the loss.

3.5

The preparation of this playing pitch assessment and strategy will help to ensure that
Amber Valley Borough Council is able to deliver upon the requirements of this national
policy.

3.6

Sport England has been a statutory consultee on planning applications affecting playing
pitches since 1996 and has a long established policy of retention, which is the precursor to
the National Planning Policy Framework guidance above. Sport England also advises that
informed decisions on playing pitch matters require all local authorities to have an up to
date assessment of need and a strategy emanating from this. Sport England recommend
that a strategy is monitored and updated annually and refreshed every three years. This
AVBC: PPS Assessment Report
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assessment will support the Council in implementing a robust strategic approach to the
delivery of pitches. Sport England’s National Strategy – (2011/12 – 2014/15) and Youth and
Community Strategy (2012 – 2017) both underpin this playing pitch assessment.
3.7

3.8

Focusing specifically on sport, most of the National Governing Bodies have facility
strategies setting out the requirements for their sport as follows;
•

The Football Association
Development (2015 - 2019)

-

National

Game

Strategy for

Participation

and

•

Cricket Unleashed –Strategic Plan (2016)

•

The Rugby Football Union National Facilities Strategy (2013 – 2017)

•

The National Hockey Facility Strategy – The Right Facilities in the Right Places (2012).

Appendix A summarises the key principles of each of these strategic documents.
Local Policy Context

3.9

The preparation of this Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Facility Strategy also impacts
upon, or is informed by, a number of key local documents. These are briefly summarised in
Table 3.1.
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Table 3.1: Key Strategic Documents in Amber Valley
Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

The Corporate Plan sets out the Council’s vision, priorities and long term
outcomes for the Borough. It also identifies a number of measures by
which its performance will be monitored. Priorities are set out under the
following headings;

This playing pitch strategy will support the Council in the
delivery of the Corporate Plan as it will contribute towards
the achievement of many of the measurable goals both
in terms of strategic priorities and also site specific
priorities set out within the document.

•

A prosperous and healthy Amber Valley

•

Responsive value for money services

•

A good quality local environment

Indicators that the above priorities will be measured by include several
directly relating to the goals of this playing pitch strategy and
assessment. These include;
Amber
Valley
Borough
Corporate
Improvement Plan
(2016 - 2019)

•

% of residents who regularly participate in sport and active
recreation, as measured by the Sport England Active People
Survey

•

% of residents who regularly participate in formal sport, as
measured by Sport England Active People Survey

•

The % of residents satisfied with parks and open spaces.

The document also identifies key projects that the Council aspires to
complete over the course of the plan. It highlights the importance of
updating the existing playing pitch strategy, but also sets the following
priorities of direct relevance to this assessment;
•

Deliver a sustainable new sports pavilion and associated facilities
at Greenwich Park, Ripley

•

Secure a sustainable business and management model for the
Heanor Town Ground.

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

10

Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

Amber Valley Borough Council resolved in January 2016 to prepare a
new Local Plan, with a target of adoption by March 2018. When
complete, this will replace the existing adopted local plan (2006). Until
this point in time, policies from the local plan have been saved. Those
impacting the provision of playing pitches in the Borough include;

This sports facility strategy will update the evidence used
to inform the local plan and provide continuing
information on the importance of outdoor sports facilities,
and the priorities for future investment and protection. It
will help to shape the policies that will be adopted and
ensure that the changing context of demand for sport
and recreation is taken into account.

LC1: The Borough Council will seek to secure, through Section 106
Agreements, the provision of or financial contributions towards outdoor
playing space in all new housing developments.

Amber
Borough
Plan

Valley
Local

LC3: Planning permission for development which would result in the loss
of playing fields, parks and informal open space, including those areas
shown on the Proposals Map, will only be granted if either: - a) it can be
demonstrated that there is no demand for their continued use either
currently or in the foreseeable future, or that they will be replaced by
alternative facilities, at least as accessible to current and potential new
users, and at least equivalent in terms of size, usefulness, attractiveness
and quality, or b) the proposals would not harm their individual
character and function.

The impact of the proposed housing growth will be taken
into account in order to ensure that there are enough
facilities and that they are in the right place to meet
current and projected future demand.

LC6: Planning permission will be granted for the provision of new leisure
facilities, or the extension of existing facilities, providing that:- a) in rural
areas, the proposals are either within or immediately adjoining existing
villages, are well linked to the existing footpath network and of an
appropriate scale and design which reflects the character of the village
and the surrounding countryside b) where the proposals relate to land
adjoining the River Derwent or River Erewash, they would preserve or
enhance the character of the riverside environment c) where the
proposals relate to the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and
Buffer Zone, the proposals satisfy the criteria in policy EN29.

Ripley
Neighbourhood
Plan 2014 - 2028

The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to articulate a clear vision for how the
town of Ripley will grow and develop up to 2028. With specific regards
to open and green space, the plan seeks to;

1. To protect and enhance the character and quality of the

The updated Sports Playing Pitch Strategy will seek to take
into account the principles of the Ripley Neighbourhood
plan and the policies that are outlined, ensuring
consistency with the aspirations of the residents of the
town.

environment of the area;
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Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

2. To protect the area from inappropriate development;
3. To safeguard important open areas within and around the town
and surrounding settlements within the Township;

4. To designate appropriate areas as Local Green Spaces;
5. To enhance existing public open spaces and seek to ensure more
public open spaces are provided within new housing
developments;

6. To protect and enhance the network of public footpaths,
bridleways and cycle paths; and

7. To protect and enhance the biodiversity interests of the area.
Also of relevance, the plan seeks to;

1. Enhance and extend the range of community facilities in the area;
and

2. Ensure the provision of new or extended community facilities is in
proportion to the scale of new housing development.

Policies included in the plan that specifically impact on the provision of
playing fields include;
Policy OS2; Development resulting in the loss of existing or planned
recreation facilities and other formal open spaces will not be permitted
unless the applicant can demonstrate or provide:
•

An assessment which clearly demonstrates that the open space or
land is surplus to requirements; or

•

The development is for an alternative sports and recreation facility
and the applicant can demonstrate a need for such a facility
which clearly outweighs the loss; or
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Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

•

For the replacement of the facility with another of equal or better
standard in a location that affords accessibility to the local
community; or

•

Makes provision for other community benefits that would
demonstrably outweigh the loss of the facility.

Policy EMP 2 indicates that: EMP2 New Employment Sites.
With the exception of the football ground, the car parking and access
associated with it, land at the Butterley Brick site is allocated for
redevelopment for a new sports hub, new employment and business
development.
As above, Amber Valley Borough Council resolved in January 2016 to
prepare a new Local Plan, with a target of adoption by March 2018.
When complete, this will replace the existing adopted local plan (2006).
Policies currently in draft form that will be impacted upon by this
assessment include:

Still in draft form, these policies will be informed by the
development of this Playing Pitch Strategy. The playing
pitch strategy will also aid the implementation of these
policies.

Policy IN4 Green Infrastructure and open space, including public
open space will be protected and provided as an integral part of
development proposals, where appropriate;
Draft Local
(2017)

Plan

•

A strategic approach to the delivery, protection and
enhancement of Green Infrastructure will be taken by the Borough
Council working with partners to establish a network of Green
Infrastructure corridors and assets

•

Development proposals will need to ensure that:-

existing and potential Green Infrastructure corridors and
assets are protected and enhanced, giving priority to the
location of new or enhanced strategic Green Infrastructure in
locations for new residential development, the strategic
corridors of the River Derwent, the River Erewash, disused
transport routes and the Derbyshire Greenway network

-

the Strategic Green Infrastructure network is enhanced (either

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report
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Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

on site or off site or through contributions as appropriate)
-

links to and between the Green Infrastructure network are
provided to increase access, especially in areas of identified
deficit, for recreational and non-motorised commuting
purposes, and to allow for the migration of species.

New or enhanced Green Infrastructure corridors and assets should be as
inclusive as possible and look to make provision for more than one of
the following:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Access to employment and leisure facilities, Green Infrastructure
corridors and assets, and the countryside
Physical activity and well-being opportunities for local residents
such as formal sports provision
Educational resource for local residents
Biodiversity opportunities
Tackling and adapting to climate change
Enhancement of landscape character
Protection or enhancement of heritage assets and their setting
Opportunities for sustainable leisure and tourism
The enhancement of existing park facilities.

Existing open space, sports and recreational land, including playing
fields, should not be built upon unless:•
•
•

An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the
open space, buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or
The loss resulting from the proposed development would be
replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of the quantity
and quality in a suitable location; or
The development is for alternative sports and recreational
provision, the needs for which clearly outweigh the loss.

Sport and Recreational Open Spaces
Policy IN5 Residential development proposals will be expected to make
an appropriate contribution to open space, in line with the following

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report
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Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

principles:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Providing suitable and appropriate, on-site open space (or an
equivalent contribution towards off-site provision)
Providing well designed and accessible open space and sports
facilities (including children’s play space and parks) that meet the
needs of the proposal and the wider community
Having due regard to the most up to date Amber Valley Parks &
Open Spaces Strategy, Sports Playing Pitch Strategy and Play
Strategy, as well as the Sport England Facilities Planning Model
Ensuring that open space shall be accessible to all users including
those with impaired mobility
Well linked to the local footpath/cycleway network and sited on
land suitable for the purpose
Maximises opportunities for natural surveillance, and be
compatible with the principles of community safety and crime
prevention
Be suitably equipped to meet the Borough Council’s specification
Be of a design that is easy and economical to maintain
Seeking (as appropriate)
-

-

developer contributions for offsite provision in line with the
cost of laying out the facilities on site;
new provision (where adopted) accompanied by a financial
contribution by way of a commuted sum equivalent to the
cost of maintenance for a period of 23.5 years; and
ensuring that developments that provide private sports and
recreation facilities enter into a community use agreement to
promote and allow access by local communities.

The Council will support designation of Local Green Space through
Neighbourhood Plans where the space has a special character and
significance to the local community by virtue of its beauty, historic
significance, recreational value or wildlife value.
Idridgehay, Alton
and
Ashleyhay
Neighbourhood
Plan

The plans sets out a vision that;
Idridgehay & Alton and Ashleyhay will continue to be a thriving and
attractive rural area. Its special landscape, flora, fauna and traditional
architecture will have been protected and enhanced and will continue
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Document details

Description of main content

Key Implications for Sports Playing Pitch Strategy

to be valued by residents, visitors and business. It will have a lively, mixed
age community providing people with a high quality place to live and
work.
With specific regards to sport, the document indicates that there is a
playing field within then neighbourhood area, and this is administered
by the Parish Council for Fields in Trust, successor to the Playing Fields
Association. However, it is rarely used as access by foot from the village
is difficult and there are no on-site facilities.
Policy C1 of the plan seeks to support developments that would bring
into use a suitable site for use as a playing field. Discussions with Fields in
Trust with regards the existing site are ongoing.
A SHLAA identifies sites with the potential for housing and if they are
achievable, deliverable and developable.
Strategic Housing
Land Availability
Assessment (2013)

The inclusion of any site in a SHLAA does not imply that planning
permission for housing would be granted except for those sites which
already have planning approval or which are allocated for housing in
an adopted local plan.
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3.10 Analysis of the key strategic drivers set out in Table 3.1 therefore demonstrates how the
provision of playing fields can contribute towards the wider strategic aims across Amber
Valley.
Demographic and Participation Profile
3.11 An understanding of the character of an area, population trends and overall participation
in sport underpins the evaluation of the adequacy of outdoor sports facilities in later
sections. It provides an important context for the provision of outdoor sports facilities and
can significantly influence the amount and type of demand for sporting activities, as well
as the challenges associated with providing an adequate supply.
Demographic Context
3.12 The demographic context is central to determining current and future need for outdoor
sports facilities.
3.13 The 2013 Sports Playing Pitch Strategy used the 2011 census statistics for the Borough,
which indicated that the overall population of Amber Valley Borough was just over
122,000.
3.14 The Mid-2015 Population Estimates for 2015 Wards in England and Wales (the most up to
date source now available at a local level reveal that the population has now increased
to 124,069. Table 2.1 revealed the spread of this population across the Borough and
indicates that the majority of people reside in or around one of the four main towns Alfreton, Belper, Heanor and Ripley. This suggests that demand for sports facilities will be
concentrated in these areas.
3.15 Sport England produces local sports profile tools. These are available in full at
http://localsportprofile.sportengland.org. They are derived from the Mid - Year Population
Estimates 2015 and for Amber Valley, reveal that;
•

reflecting the figures used in this assessment, there has been a small increase in
population since 2013. This followed a slight decline in the total number of people in
the Borough between 2010 and 2013

•

Amber Valley has a population more skewed towards the middle ages than both
the East Midlands and England averages. While the proportion of residents in 2016
aged 16- 19 was lower, the proportion of people categorised as 35 - 64 was higher.
The number of people of pensionable age was slightly lower than average
proportions. This suggests that there may be a reasonable propensity to participate
in adult sport

•

the population of Amber Valley is largely White or White British (99%) indicating that
there are much lower levels of diversity than in the East Midlands (91% White British)
and nationally (87%). This may impact the type and location of facilities that are
required and should be taken into account when evaluating the need for outdoor
sports facilities

•

there are some areas of the Borough falling within the 20% most deprived of all areas
in the country, however deprivation overall is lower than the England averages.
Deprivation is greatest in the more densely populated eastern side of the Borough
and to a lesser extent in the centre around Belper. Local access to outdoor sports
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facilities may be particularly important for residents in these areas and cost of facility
use may also be particularly sensitive.
Future Population Growth
3.16 To ensure that there are sufficient facilities in the right place to meet projected future (as
well as current) need, analysis of projected changes to the population profile also forms a
key component of facility requirements for outdoor sports facilities.
3.17 The most accurate population projections currently available in Amber Valley are the 2014
based Subnational Population Projections. These indicate that population is likely to grow
to 132,000 by 2028.
3.18 Table 3.2 briefly summarises the population projections and provides an indication of how
the overall profile of the Borough may change, using the age spread recorded in the
current mid year ward estimates as a base.
Table 3.2: Population Projections (Subnational Population Estimates Supplied by Amber
Valley Borough Council)

Age Group

Current Population
(2015 Mid Year Ward
Estimates)

Future Population (2014
Subnational Population
Projections)

0-4

6403

6.700

5-9

6660

7.000

10-14

6475

6.900

15-19

6917

6.800

20-24

6571

5.700

25-29

6628

6.400

30-34

6801

7.600

35-39

6801

8.200

40-44

8618

7.800

45-49

9814

7.700

50-54

9632

7.500

55-59

8446

9.500

60-64

7902

9.900

65-69

8802

8.900

70-74

6478

7.600

75-79

4588

6.900

80-84

3219

6.000

85-89

2043

3.200

90+

1271

2.100

Total

124069

132,400

3.19 Briefly, Table 3.2 reveals that;
•

the population is projected to increase by circa 6% up to 2026;
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•

growth is expected to continue in most age groups. A slight decline is however
expected in age groups 15 - 29 and 40 - 44. This could have significant implications
for demand for sports pitches, as it is these age groups that are amongst those with
the highest propensity to participate; and

•

the proportion of increases in population is generally higher in the older age groups.
Increasing numbers of older residents are likely to have a lower impact on demand
for sports pitches, as fewer people of this age play. In reality, the higher proportion of
older residents to younger residents is likely to mean that the number of people that
are wishing to use sports pitches may reduce or remain static.

3.20 Population projections therefore suggest that despite an overall increase in population,
the number of residents in active age groups is more static and demand for outdoor sports
facilities is likely to remain similar. The changing profile of the population may however
influence changing patterns of demand. This will be factored into calculations on future
need.
Sports Participation Profile
3.21 In Active People Survey (APS) October 2005 (APS1) some 32.2% of the Amber Valley adult
population participated at least once a week in moderate intensity activity for 30 minutes
duration. In APS 10 (2015- 16) the rate of adult participation has increased further, having
increased to 37.1%. This is higher than both the East Midlands and England averages.
Demand has however fluctuated over this time period.
•

analysis demonstrates that the highest growth has been in the number of female
residents participating, with significant growth evident between the 2005 /06 surveys
(28.8%) and the figures in 2015 / 2016 (37.3%). Male participation has remained
relatively static; and

•

like participation, club membership has fluctuated, but figures demonstrate that this
is currently lower than both England and East Midlands averages.

3.22 In terms of the profile of sports participation, based on the Sport England market
segmentation analysis (Further detail of the key segments are provided in the appendix)
this shows that:
•

the highest proportions of people fall within the categories of Philip, Roger and Joy
and Elsie and Arnold. None of these segments are high participants in pitch sports;

•

the proportion of people falling within segments where there is a higher than
average rate of sports participation is lower than England and West Midlands
averages. This suggests that the population of Amber Valley has a lower propensity
to participate based on its population profile;

•

many of the more populated segments have lower participation levels and prefer
irregular recreational play as opposed to team based activity or training aimed at
improving standards of play. Motivations for sport and physical activity are
improving personal health and family based activity. Barriers are lack of time and
motivation; and

•

the most popular activities in Amber Valley are gym/keep fit, cycling and swimming.
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Summary
Context - Summary and Key issues
•

The key issues arising from analysis of the context and issues for this playing pitch
assessment in Amber Valley are therefore;
−

the preparation of the assessment will contribute directly to the national
and local policy agenda, providing foundations for the Amber Valley Local
Plan as well as supporting the delivery of key objectives of the corporate
plan;

−

demographically, the population of Amber Valley has increased since the
2013 strategy and this is projected to increase further (by up to 6%) up to
2028;

−

the demographic profile of the Amber Valley Borough however means that
the propensity to participate in pitch sports is lower than average, with a
more middle aged and ageing population. The number of people in key
age groups for adult sports is projected to decline by 2028 and this is likely
to impact upon the number and type of facilities required;

−

despite this, active people surveys demonstrate growth in the number of
people playing sport at least once per week and current figures are above
both England and East Midlands averages. The highest growth has been in
the number of female residents participating, with significant increases
evident between the 2005 /06 surveys (28.8%) and the figures in 2015 / 2016
(37.3%). Male participation has remained relatively static; and

−

like participation, club membership has fluctuated, but figures demonstrate
that this is currently lower than both England and East Midlands averages.
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4: Cricket
Introduction
4.1

This section evaluates the adequacy of pitches for cricket and provides;
•
•
•
•

an overview of the supply and demand for cricket pitches
an understanding of activity at individual sites in the Borough
a picture of the adequacy of current provision; and
the future picture of provision for cricket.

Pitch Supply
4.2

4.3

There are 28 cricket pitches across Amber Valley Borough and these pitches are located
at 24 sites. Table 4.1 overleaf summarises the cricket pitches in the Borough by area and
by ownership type. It indicates that;
•

the majority of pitches are owned and managed by clubs highlighting the ongoing
importance of the voluntary sector for cricket;

•

although providing a significantly lower number of pitches than the club sector,
Amber Valley Borough Council is an important provider of cricket pitches,
particularly in Alfreton; and

•

the stock of pitches at school sites is limited and all are non-turf only.

The stock of pitches remains similar to 2013, with the key changes being;
•

overall, there are fewer cricket pitches in the Borough;

•

there has been a reduction in the number of cricket pitches owned by Amber Valley
Borough Council following the closure of Charles Hill Playing Fields;

•

despite the overall reduction in pitches, Denby CC have developed an extra pitch
on their site. South Wingfield CC are also in the process of creating an additional
pitch and this will be available for the 2017 season; and

•

the grass pitch at David Nieper School (formerly Alfreton Grange School) has closed
for construction work. It is anticipated that this will however open again following the
completion of works as the provision of cricket is included within the planning
permission.
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Table 4.1: Cricket Pitches in Amber Valley

Area

Alfreton

Belper

Heanor

AVBC
Owned

Parish
Council

3

1

2

1

School

1

0

Crays Hill Park, Riddings Park, Alfreton
4 pitches, 4 Park (operate under a long-lease), South
Wingfield Cricket Club
sites

1

Belper Meadows, Eyes Meadow Playing
Fields, The Packhorse Ground,
6 pitches, 5 Whitemoor Recreation Ground, Belper
School and Sixth Form Centre
sites

1

Stainsby Hall Cricket Club, Heanor Town
Ground, Shipley Hall Cricket Club,
Codnor Miners Welfare, Langley Mill
6 pitches, 6 United Cricket Club, Heanor Gate
Science College
sites

2

Greenwich Park, Marehay Cricket Club,
Denby Cricket Club, Ambergate Cricket
8 pitches, 6 Club, Ripley Academy, John Flamsteed
sites
Community School

2

4

1

Pitch Sites

Club /
Private
(included
secured
leases)

5

Ripley
Western
Parishes
Total

4

6

2

0

16

4

Total

Quarndon Cricket Club, Mugginton
4 pitches, 3 Cricket Club, GB Barrington Playing
Fields (Kirk Langley Cricket Club)
sites
28 pitches ,
24 sites

Community Access and Security of Tenure
4.4

All pitches provided by the Council, Parish Councils and clubs are available for community
access. No issues were identified with the leases held by any clubs and most have 25 years
remaining or more.

4.5

In contrast, there is currently no formal secured community access available to cricket
pitches on any of the school sites except Ripley Academy, which has a non turf wicket
only. Amber Valley Borough Council and Derbyshire County Council have seen control of
access to school sites diminish in recent years following the conversion of many schools to
Academies. As a result, facilities at school sites are not necessarily being maximised for the
benefit of the community and this remains a big issue across sport in the Amber Valley
Borough.

4.6

The cricket pitch that was formerly available at David Nieper School is currently not
available due to construction works, but it is thought that there will be a community use
agreement for the new pitch once work is complete.
Spatial distribution of Cricket Pitches

4.7

The distribution of cricket pitches across the Borough are well dispersed and that almost all
residents in the Borough have good access to a local cricket facility.
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Pitch Quality
4.8

The quality of cricket pitches is a key component of pitch provision. It is such a key part of
the sport that the Derbyshire Cricket League produce grounds assessments for each pitch
used, ensuring that sites are fit for purpose and that any issues with the overall pitch
quality, the wicket, or the outfield are identified. If pitches and associated ancillary
provision are not up to the required quality standards, this can lead to relegation from the
league and / or loss of promotion.

4.9

The 2013 PPS indicated that the quality of cricket pitches across the Borough was high,
with all sites able to accommodate the standard of cricket that was being played on
them. Since the completion of the 2013 PPS, almost all clubs have sought to improve their
grounds further. Improvements made are detailed in Table 4.2, which clearly
demonstrates that some significant investment has been made into cricket in the Borough
and that improvements have taken place in all areas of Amber Valley.
Table 4.2: Improvements made to Cricket Grounds since previous PPS
Area

Site

Improvements Made
New fence ,new changing rooms, new umpires room
comprehensive modifications to buildings.

Alfreton CC

Cosmetic improvements. Site continues to be managed
as a partnership approach between Club and Council.

Swanwick Hall CC

Alfreton

South Wingfield CC
Belper meadows CC
Duffield CC

Belper

Belper Amateurs CC
Codnor CC

Langley Mill United CC
Shipley Hall CC
Marehay CC
Ambergate CC
Ripley
Western

Denby CC
Kirk Langley CC

New electronic scoreboard, new seating, completed
/repainted fencing, new boundary rope.
Creation of second ground and replaced practice nets.
New practice nets.
Additional drains on outfield.
Painted the score box, sightscreen repairs, fence repairs,
painting.

Heanor town CC

Heanor

Started new square in adjacent field, upgraded all
facilities, repaired and replaced nets and surface and
resurfaced driveway, new gates and storage for
equipment.

New site screens and boundary rope.
Added 3 mobile covers, scorebox and machine shed,
added upstairs changing to improve social facilities.
Some drainage work and net improvements.
Improved machinery and investment in ground.
Improvements to drainage, new score boxes, improved
fencing, more seating.
Disabled ramp to pavilion.
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Area
Parishes

Site
Mugginton CC
Quarndon CC

Improvements Made
Tea room extension built, covers, new pitch mower.
Refurbished net facility, new pavilion on second pitch
new sight screen.

Non-Technical Site Visits
4.10 Non - technical assessment matrices provided as part of the Playing Pitch Methodology
provide a standardised basic overview of the facilities available and the quality of
facilities on the site. They provide a view at a point in time, but to present a full picture of
quality, the findings need to be triangulated with other sources of evidence. The
assessments cannot be compared from 2013 as the new methodology requires the use of
a different matrix.
4.11 Site visits undertaken reveal that reflecting the investment that has been made, the quality
of cricket facilities in Amber Valley remains standard to good, with scores ranging from
75% (standard) to 98% good. Overall, 64% of pitches achieved a rating of good. The key
issues arising from site visits are that;
•

all operational sites are functional and generally suitable for the level of play that
they are required to sustain. There is however a slight hierarchy of provision, with
smaller clubs and second and third grounds of a lower standard than those facilities
owned and managed by larger clubs. Sites in AVBC ownership and management
are also notably of slightly lower standard than private facilities;

•

some sites are also used for informal recreation, which can offer a conflict of interest
and cause issues with dog fouling and damage to the surface. This is evident on
several sites, although few clubs cite this as a significant problem;

•

there is scope to improve the maintenance procedures applied to some sites, with
evidence of weed infestation in both the outfields and the squares. Some sites would
also benefit from decompaction and earthquaking, particularly those that are on a
clay base and therefore struggle with cracking during dry weather and drainage
during wet weather;

•

almost all outfields have uneven patches but the quality of squares on the whole is
good;

•

while new non turf wickets have been installed on several sites, many either do not
have a non turf wicket or have only a facility of poor quality; and

•

the availability and quality of outdoor training facilities is also limited at some sites.
Training facilities are important in promoting junior development, as well as in
ensuring that teams are able to practice without impacting on the match squares.

4.12 Site specific issues are recorded in Table 4.3.
Club Consultation
4.13 Consultation was carried out with all clubs playing league cricket in Amber Valley.
Reflecting the findings of site visits and the findings of the 2013 PPS, quality was again
perceived positively and the majority of clubs are satisfied with provision. Chart 4.1 reveals
that a high proportion of clubs consider their ground to be good.
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4.14 Cricket in Amber Valley continues to thrive both in terms of participation, but also in facility
development and partnership working. There are strong foundations in place for senior
and junior cricket and there remains a strong culture of knowledge and information
sharing.
Chart 4.1: Perceived Quality of Cricket Pitches

4.15 Site specific issues are recorded in Table 4.3, but the key issues emerging with regards to
quality were;
•

a greater number of clubs indicate that pitches have improved in quality than
consider there to have been deterioration. Most improvement is attributed to
specific, targeted investment by the provider;

•

despite the high quality, most clubs identify areas for improvement. These range
from ground works (drainage) to maintenance improvements and machinery.
Several clubs believe that limited social facilities are restricting club development;

•

drainage was the most commonly identified issue relating to ground conditions, with
several clubs highlighting the need for investment in further drainage works.
Drainage was also the key issue identified in 2013, suggesting that these issues
continue. Many clubs have previously undertaken drainage works with limited
success potentially due to the clay base on which grounds are built;

•

the impact that rabbits and badgers have on the preparation of the ground was
widely noted, with this issue experienced across the Borough;

•

some clubs highlight the issues caused by informal recreational use on their site,
while the impact of sharing with football clubs on the condition of the outfield is also
noted; and

•

a lack of non turf wickets / training facilities are identified as a key area for
improvement for many clubs.

4.16 Ambergate CC were the only club to identify an issue with their site (in this instance the
size of the outfield) that is inhibiting their progression in the league.
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Site Specific Issues
4.17 Building upon the general findings, Table 4.2 summarises the site specific quality issues
identified. It is based upon the triangulation of evidence from clubs, providers, nontechnical site visits and local league feedback.
4.18 It draws upon the key areas of cricket provision highlighted by the England and Wales
Cricket Board, specifically components of pitch quality, pitch maintenance, pitch quality
and the provision of appropriate pavilions and training facilities. Cricket Board research
indicates that the components of sustainability are social / economic and environmental
and that all elements are central to building a successful cricket club.
4.19 Table 4.3 summarises only the quality issues identified at grass pitch sites. All school sites
contain non turf wickets only. The quality of all of these facilities is poor and in need of
repair.
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Table 4.3: Quality of Cricket Facilities available for community use across Amber Valley
Area

Alfreton

Alfreton

Alfreton

Site

Alfreton Park
(Alfreton CC)

Craighall
Park
(Swanwick
Hall CC)

Riddings Park
(Riddings
CC)

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Non Turf Wicket

Practice Nets

Key Priority Issues

Yes - good
condition but
beginning to show
small amount of
wear. Even.

Practice nets
included on
site. Club
believe
training
facilities
beyond
current
boundary are
required.

Club currently working on
provision of new perimeter
fence. Damage caused by
badgers and security of
changing
accommodation are main
priorities.

Mobile training
nets on site but
quality limited
and require
improvement.

Provision of non turf wicket.

Pitch on a slight
slope. Club
indicate some
areas of
unevenness and
damage to surface
from badgers.

Well maintained with
no evidence of
weeds in sward.

Good condition.
Comprehensive
modifications to
building over last 3
years including new
changing and umpires
rooms. Security of
changing rooms
remains an issue for
club.

Quality adequate
although some
weeds exist on
outfield. Two
boundaries drawn
to differentiate
between senior
and junior cricket.

Weeds in outfield and
some damage to
surface. Site is
however publically
accessible which
presents challenges in
the maintenance of
fine turf.
Maintenance split
between club and
Council and
undertaken as
partnership
approach.

Club indicate that
pavilion is adequate
but social facilities are
restrictive. Have made
cosmetic
improvements in last
three years.

None provided.
This is a priority for
the club.

Slightly uneven
although grass
coverage
acceptable and
length good.

Some weeds evident
on outfield. Public
park setting means
high quality
maintenance is
challenging, with
cricket users
competing with
recreational activities
(dog walking etc).

Changing pavilion
acceptable condition.

Yes, although
some rips to
surface evident.
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Area

Alfreton

Belper

Belper
Belper

Site

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

South
Wingfield CC

First team pitch
good but slightly
undulating and
some drainage
issues at bottom of
slope. Second pitch
requires further
work - currently
undulating areas
on both outfield
and wicket.

Eyes
Meadow(Duf
field CC)

Pitch quality good
but some
undulations in
pitch. The second
pitch is open to
recreational use
and dog walkers.

Some evidence of
fairy ring on site requires investigation
and addressing.

Christchurch
(Belper
Meadows
CC)

Pitch quality good
overall. Outfield
slightly sloping in
parts and some
issues with flooding
due to location on
flood plain. Club
also express
concerns over
rabbits.

Well maintained with
good grass cover and
length. No weeds
evident at time of site
visit.

Packhorse
ground
(Belper

Site suffers from
drainage issues.
Some undulation

Club believe that
more investment is
required in the

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Non Turf Wicket

Practice Nets

Key Priority Issues

Good quality pavilion
but requires extension
to enable use of
second ground as only
two rooms currently
available.

Requires
refurbishment to
ensure it can be
used for training
and to open
potential to use for
competitive
fixtures.

Mobile nets
available but
require quality
upgrade.

Completion of works to
second ground. Pavilion
requires additional
changing (and potentially
social facilities) to ensure
that second ground can
be used. Training nets also
require upgrade
imminently.

Two storey pavilion
although only two
changing rooms. Club
indicate that pavilion
improvements to
social facilities are
long term priority, the
structure of the
facilities is relatively
poor.

One non turf
wicket provided.

Replaced
within the last
three years.

Social facilities, address
fairy ring.

Pavilion requires
general maintenance
and updating.

No non turf wicket
provided.

Training nets
provided but
starting to lift in
parts and in
need of
refurbishment.

Club consider improved
equipment and updating
of existing site to be key
priorities.

Pavilion adequate but
considered priority for
club, particularly

Non turf wicket
provided and
appears relatively
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Area

Belper

Heanor

Heanor

Heanor

Site

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Non Turf Wicket

Amateurs
CC)

evident on site.

square. Site visits also
identify some rabbit
damage and some
issues with drainage
are experienced.

condition of away
changing rooms.

new.

pavilion.

None available.

None
available.

Undulation on square and
outfield. Weeds. Would
require pavilion if to be
used for play in higher level
adult leagues.

No non turf wicket
provided.

No training
nets - club cite
provision of
double bay
training nets as
priority.

Lack of training facilities
means overreliance of
grass. No none turf wicket
or practice nets.

Yes in good
condition.

Yes, one
mobile training
net. Club
indicate further
training nets
are one of their
priorities.

Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground

Some weeds
evident and
outfield and square
undulating and
uneven, Site suffers
from impact of
informal use.

Goose Lane
(Codnor CC)

Drainage recently
installed but
outfield remains
slightly uneven.
Outfield on slight
slope.

The Field
(Shipley Hall
CC)

The Town
Ground
(Heanor
Town CC)

In good condition,
although club
believe some
levelling of outfield
is required.
Pitch shared with
football, which
currently takes
priority. Outfield is
uneven and bare in
parts due to heavy
football use. Square
well maintained
but evidence of
poor drainage as

Removal of weeds
required. Evidence of
maintenance and
repair work
undertaken on square
and outfield.

None available.

Facilities newly
developed three years
ago. Good condition.

Well maintained and
club have recently
invested in machinery
shed.

Recently extended, in
acceptable condition
although internally is
tired.

Challenges of sharing
pitch with football
mean that extensive
maintenance will be
required if pitch is to
provide decent
playing surface for
cricket next season.

Adequate but slightly
shabby. Cricket club
changing
accommodation used
for football storage.

No non turf wicket.
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Area

Site

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Non Turf Wicket

Practice Nets

Key Priority Issues

wickets are on clay
and cracking.

Heanor

Heanor

Ripley

Ripley

Johns Road
Ground
(Stainsby Hall
CC)

Slight slope on
outfield but good
cut and grass
coverage. Club
identify some
uneven bounce on
the square.

Langley Mill
United CC

Some uneven
areas on outfield
and site suffers from
drainage issues,
which club see as a
priority to resolve.

Flooding causes issues
for maintenance.

Maryfield
Ground(Mare
hay CC)

Facilities good but
some evidence of
undulation. Site
based on clay and
evidence of
cracking and poor
drainage. May
benefit from
vertidraining and
earthquaking.

May benefit from
vertidraining and
earthquaking to
alleviate compaction.

Site open access
and suffers from
dog foul and
vandalism.
Maintenance has
improved but some
weeds evident.
Pitch on clay and
cracking (requires
earthquaking /

Maintenance has
improved but site
requires further
maintenance to bring
up to quality.
Impacted by the
challenges of
providing cricket
within a publically

Greenwich
Park
(Butterley
United CC)

Some weeds present
on outfield.

Two storey with
adequate changing
but tired.

No non turf wicket.

Training nets
provided.

Maintenance of site,
changing
accommodation longer
term. No non turf wicket.

Changing facilities
and social facilities are
good.

Non turf wicket has
been patched
and in need of
refurbishment in
short term.

No practice
lanes or nets.

Drainage of outfield.

Two changing rooms
and in adequate
condition.

No non turf wicket
- former non turf
wicket is beyond
repair.

Some practice
lanes and one
mobile net but
require
attention.

Site requires drainage. Also
lack of non turf wicket and
training facilities require
improvement.

Pavilion in poor
condition.

Requires major
repair - surface is
full of holes and of
limited value.

No training
nets provided key priority.

Improvements to pavilion
and non turf wicket,
provision of practice nets
and ongoing improvement
to square and outfield.
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Area

Ripley

Ripley

Western
parishes

Site

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

vertidraining).

accessible venue.

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Hurt Arms
(Ambergate
CC)

Some drainage
issues. Club have
been told ground is
too small for
promotion within
the league and are
appealing. Ground
well presented and
even.

Recent investment in
machinery has
improved quality.

Copperyard
(Denby CC)

Some issues with
vandalism and dog
fouling / litter. Site
suffers from poor
drainage in parts
despite recent
improvements.
Slightly undulating
in parts of outfield
but square good
overall but clear
heavy use. 3rd team
ground cannot be
used when some
games are in
progress on the first
pitch due to
league regulations.

Evidence of
significant
maintenance
including repair to
wickets. Some
potential issues with
vandalism

Good and large
pavilion. Contains only
4 changing rooms but
there are three pitches
on site.

Clear evidence of
maintenance and
repairs to wicket, club
have focused on
improving this.
Outfield uneven in
parts.

Toilets in poor
condition and require
improvement. No bar
due to conditions on
lease.

GB Barrington
PF (Kirk
Langley CC)

Some evidence of
rabbits and uneven
outfield. Some trip
hazards on outfield
due to use also for
football. Open
access means dog
fouling and

Adequate to good
but club finances
impacted by
condition on lease
that prohibits sale of
food and drink.

Non Turf Wicket

Practice Nets

Key Priority Issues

Requires
replacement.

Training nets
appear new
but club
indicate that
they require
mobile net
cage.

Replacement of non turf
wicket, drainage.

Provided on 2 of
the three pitches.

4 artificial
practice lanes
but some
weeds and
moss growing
and in need of
attention.

Drainage improvements
still required to set.
Attention to practice lanes.

None provided.

None
provided.

Training facilities and non
turf wicket. Improvement
to ground and pavilion.
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Area

Site

Pitch Quality

Maintenance

Ancillary Facilities and
Comments

Non Turf Wicket

Practice Nets

One non turf
wicket provided adequate quality.

Two lane
training net in
good
condition.

No non turf wicket.

One training
net but
possibly not up
to
specification.

Key Priority Issues

damage.

Western
parishes

Western
parishes

The Common
(Quarndon
CC)

Some rabbit
damage and
second pitch has
small square. Some
issues with dog
fouling and
damage to
surface.

Well maintained site
with no clear issues
identified.

Sam Heath
Ground(Mug
gington CC)

Some uneven
patches on outfield
and evidence of
wicket cracking
and dry. Some
rabbit droppings.

Maintenance has
improved but club
cite further machinery
(outfield mower) as
key priority. Watering
and rolling required.

Club currently working
towards investment
into social elements of
pavilion. Changing
adequate but pavilion
overall limited.

Pavilion with 2
changing rooms.
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Demand
4.20 The 2013 playing pitch strategy identified 133 teams, including Kwik Cricket, which were
primarily male (58) and junior boys (64) teams.
4.21 At that time, 38% of cricket clubs reported an increase on membership from the previous
season and just one club had experienced decline. Concerns were however raised about
the longevity of smaller clubs, with a clear trend towards membership of larger clubs that
have better facilities and a greater sporting offer.
4.22 Table 4.4 reveals that participation in cricket has remained relatively static in the period
since the 2013 PPS, and all clubs in existence at that time remain so today. While there has
been an overall decline in the number of junior cricket teams, this is largely offset by the
increase in teams playing Kwik Cricket (and reflecting the changing ways that junior
cricket is played). It is also clear that the concerns over the sustainability of clubs have
reduced. Only Kirk Langley CC, Heanor CC and Riddings CC now do not have at least
one junior team.
4.23 Geographically, while participation in Heanor and Ripley has grown, clubs in Alfreton and
Belper have either remained static or declined. Ambergate CC, Kirk Langley CC,
Quarndon Hall CC and Swanwick Hall CC all report declining participation. Participation
in 2016 is set out in Table 4.4.
Table 4.4: Demand for Cricket
Adult

Kwik

Percentage of Total
Teams

12

7

3

Belper

8

13

4

Trend Since 2013
Junior participation much lower almost halved
Junior participation lower by
circa 25%. Adult participation
marginally increased

Heanor

13

12

5

Participation consistent

24%

Ripley
Western
Parishes

16

14

4

Participation increased

27%

7

6

1

Participation static

11%

56

52

17

Alfreton

Junior

18%
20%

4.24 In addition to teams in the above table, there are 6 teams playing friendly cricket within
Amber Valley. These teams are all located in Ripley and the Western Parishes but this
represents a slight decline on teams identified in 2013. Derbyshire County 2nd X1 also play
some fixtures within the Borough.
4.25 There is only one team from outside of the Borough commuting in to Amber Valley. The
third team from Darley Abbey CC, who are based close to Derby City Centre, travel to
Duffield CC to use facilities at peak time.
4.26 Since the previous PPS, Last Man Stands, a shorter form of the game run globally as a
franchise, now runs in Derby City, with overspill activity taking place at Denby CC. Some
clubs within Amber Valley Borough also participate in this activity.

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

33

Leagues
4.27 Patterns of participation have not changed since the 2013 PPS, with all formal clubs
playing at least one team within the Derbyshire Cricket League. This means that there is
high demand for adult cricket at peak time (Saturday afternoon) although there is some
flexibility to amend fixtures within this league when no other grounds are available. Clubs
also continue to participate in;
•

Derbyshire Women’s Leagues: there is now just one female team in the Borough

•

Mansfield and District Sunday Cricket League: This league covers the
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and South Yorkshire area. It plays on a Sunday,
meaning that teams participating in this league are not competing with the
Derbyshire Cricket League for access to cricket grounds

•

Notts and Derby Border League: The majority of junior cricket teams participate in
the Notts and Derby Border League. Fixtures take place primarily midweek

•

Derby and District Youth Cricket League: The Derby and District Youth Cricket
league runs competition for age groups U11 up to U17 and fixtures primarily take
place midweek

•

Some clubs also travel to play in the Erewash Youth League.

Displaced Demand
4.28 There are some teams travelling from their home ground to play fixtures, all due to a lack
of available pitches at the home ground at peak time. These are;
•

Stainsby Hall CC - displaced outside of the Borough to Little Eaton CC;

•

South Wingfield CC - third team displaced to Clay Cross CC;

•

Marehay CC - playing within the Borough at Muggington CC; and

•

Alfreton Park CC - playing outside of the Borough at Sharley Park.

4.29 These teams are considered to be displaced, with all indicating that they are not currently
playing at their preferred venue. Levels of displacement are similar to those found in 2013
although a couple of clubs have since developed their own second grounds and no
longer travel.
4.30 Darley Abbey CC 3rd X1 (Derby City) are the only team from outside the Borough
considered to be displaced into it (playing at Eyes Meadow).
Training Needs
4.31 The England and Wales Cricket Board highlight the importance of clubs having access to
appropriate training facilities – this is particularly important for clubs trying to develop junior
sections, as juniors tend to gravitate towards high quality training facilities and a
developmental environment.
4.32 Clubs primarily use indoor training facilities during the winter months, with The Gateway
Centre (Derby) and Derby College, Broomfield Hall Campus being the most popular
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venues. Some clubs also use Tibshelf Community School, Aldercar High School , Kirk Hallam
Community Academy and Derby College, Mackworth Campus. Clubs are therefore
travelling outside of the Borough to access facilities but few concerns were raised
regarding this issue during consultation for this assessment. Indoor facilities however remain
a concern for the Derbyshire Cricket Board and they have historically been problematic
for clubs.
4.33 As highlighted, facilities for training outdoors vary, with teams using facilities informally or
on their grass square due to the lack of artificial wickets and training nets at the club base,
while others have good facilities.
Casual Demand
4.34 In addition to demand from formal clubs, there is some informal use of cricket pitches for
recreation - including dog walking. The majority of this use occurs on the outfield and
while it does not add wear and tear to the wickets, it does cause some quality issues
including undulations and damage to the surface.
4.35 Informal use can be particularly challenging on sites with dual functionality as public
recreation grounds.
Educational Demand
4.36 Provision of facilities for cricket in schools is much lower than for other sports.
4.37 The provision of high quality cricket coaching in both primary and secondary schools is
however a priority for the Derbyshire Cricket Board, as is the creation of club school links.
The Chance to Shine programme does not require formal cricket pitches, but can take
place indoors or out, looks to generate interest in cricket in schools and to link this greater
increase with membership at club level. This may lead to demands for cricket provision in
schools longer term as well as to growth in participation across the Borough.
4.38 Interschool participation in cricket is much lower than football, but there is evidence of
interschool competition, with Heanor Gate School, Aldercar School and Ripley Academy
participating in U13 boys cricket, and Ecclesbourne School, Heanor Gate and Aldercar
Schools playing girls cricket at U15 level.
Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views
4.39 The adequacy of facilities for cricket is measured by comparing the amount of wickets
available against the level of use of these wickets. This differs from the methodology used
to undertake the 2013 assessment (based on Towards a Level Playing Field) which focused
on peak day participation using average patterns of play. The overall picture for cricket is
presented firstly at a site specific level and then compiled to present a neighbourhood
area and Boroughwide position.
4.40 For cricket, unlike other pitch sports, the capacity of a pitch is measured on a seasonal
basis (as opposed to weekly) and is primarily determined by the number and quality of
wickets on a pitch. Play is rotated throughout the season across the wickets to reduce
wear and allow for repair.
4.41 As a guide, the ECB suggests that a good quality wicket should be able to take;
•

5 matches per season per grass wicket (adults);
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•

7 matches per season per grass wicket (juniors);

•

60 matches per season per non turf wicket (adults); and

•

80 matches per season per non turf wicket (juniors).

4.42 Demand is therefore measured in terms of the number of home games that each team
will play per season. A small amount of play takes place on non-turf wickets (currently Last
Man Stands and Junior Cricket). For junior cricket, non-turf wickets are currently used when
weather is poor. Where non turf wickets are used, this has been recorded and the impact
of using the grass wicket is also discussed. Full details of the teams using non turf wickets
can be found in Appendix E.
Demand at Peak Time
4.43 While use of the wicket across the season is important, the majority of adult demand is
from teams playing in the Derbyshire County Cricket League on a Saturday afternoon
(although there is a small amount of flexibility to host matches on a Sunday where ground
availability dictates) and the availability of pitches at this time has therefore also been
considered. Junior teams and friendly teams generally play across the week when pitches
are available and so access to facilities on a specific day is less important. Higher numbers
of junior teams can however restrict the use of facilities by Sunday and midweek teams, as
well as use of facilities for training, therefore having a knock on effect to the adult game.
This may also impact in future years if the growth of the midweek game (for example Last
Man Stands) continues.
Situation at Individual Sites
4.44 Table 4.5 provides an overview of site specific activity for each of the pitches that offer
community use in Amber Valley. It also highlights other issues that have arisen in relation to
each site and summarises the information relating to quality that was presented in Table
4.3. It clearly indicates that;
•

all facilities offering community use are used at least once per week;

•

there is very little spare capacity available on a peak time (Saturday PM); and

•

most sites are at or nearing capacity, however many sites are able to
accommodate a little more play based upon the capacity of existing squares.

4.45 This broadly reflects the findings of the 2013 SPPS, which revealed that while provision was
close to capacity at peak time, there were sufficient pitches in each area of the Borough
with the exception of Alfreton. It was also noted at this time that several clubs had recently
developed second pitches at their home ground, which had positively impacted upon
the supply in the local area. Further clubs now have 2 pitches in 2016.
4.46 Analysis of current activity does however disguise the issues of displaced demand, where
teams have been forced to travel to alternative grounds to access appropriate facilities
due to a lack of capacity at their own site. This will be returned to later however it is clear
that in some instances, the removal of access to school sites (sites that were available in
2013), as well as the growth of some clubs that were single team clubs in 2013 has
exacerbated this problem.
4.47 The key findings relating to the adequacy of cricket provision across Amber Valley
Borough at a site specific level are therefore;
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•

there are five sites that are overplayed - Hurt Arms (Ambergate CC), GB Barrington
Playing Fields (Kirk Langley CC) , Langley Mill United (all have small squares), The
Field - Shipley Hall CC and South Wingfield CC (both have high levels of use). South
Wingfield CC are currently in the process of creating a second ground which is due
to open next season;

•

the majority of sites can sustain further play across the season. Only Greenwich Park
(Butterley United CC) and Alfreton Park CC are played to the level the site can
sustain without overplay;

•

Whitemoor Recreation Ground receives relatively little play. This site is used as an
overspill facility only for Denby CC. While there are three pitches at Denby CC, there
are restrictions as to the use of all three at one time (outfield size and location as well
as availability of ancillary facilities) and the pitch at Whitemoor is therefore required
to ensure that games can go ahead as needed;

•

Alfreton CC, Duffield CC, Belper Amateurs CC and Shipley Hall CC control use of
their grass pitches by using non turf wickets for junior play. Non turf wickets are also
used for friendlies and Last Man Stands at Denby CC;

•

while use of the grass square is managed by some clubs using non turf wickets,
several clubs are lacking in training facilities (no non turf wickets or nets or facilities in
poor condition) and therefore there is perhaps greater pressures on the existing
square than initially appears. This is evident at Ambergate CC, Belper Meadows CC,
Codnor CC, GB Barrington Playing Fields, Langley Mill United CC, Maryfield Ground
(Marehay CC), Riddings CC, Sam Heath Playing Fields (Muggington CC), South
Wingfield CC and Crayshill Park (Swanwick Hall CC). This is particularly critical at sites
that are already at capacity taking into account just competitive fixtures (GB
Barrington Playing Fields, Langley Mill United Cricket Club, South Wingfield CC) as it
exacerbates pressures further; and

•

while across the season there is scope for a small amount of additional play,
capacity is much more restricted at peak time. Denby CC and Swanwick Hall CC
(Crayshill Park) are the only sites that are able to accommodate an additional
team, but as noted there are constraints around the use of the facilities at Denby
and in reality their fifth team is already travelling to Whitemoor Recreation Ground.
Teams from South Wingfield CC, Marehay CC, Alfreton CC and Stainsby Hall CC are
already displaced. There is no further capacity at Duffield CC, but one slot here is
filled by Darley Abbey CC, a team travelling in from outside of the Borough.
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Table 4.5: Site Specific Usage
Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

Alfreton

Alfreton Park (CC)

10

98%

good

10.65714286

-0.7

Played
to
level site can
sustain

No

Good quality site with
no remaining capacity
at peak time or across
the week. Some use of
non turf wicket in
weather
to
protect
facilities, but training
activities
place
additional pressures on
site.
Third
team
displaced from ground
due to lack of capacity
at peak time. Ground
would
benefit
from
some levelling to offset
badger damage

Ripley

Hurt
Arms
(Ambergate CC)

6

84%

good

8.857142857

-2.9

Site
overplayed

No

Good quality ground
but heavily used. Third
adult team closed due
to lack of capacity at
site. None turf wicket
and training facilities
are of limited quality,
which places further
pressures on ground.
Drainage issues also
evident. Club currently
appealing decision to
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

restrict promotion due
to size of outfield
Belper

Whitemoor
Recreation Ground

6

75%

standard

3

3.0

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

Yes

Site
functions
as
overspill ground only.
Quality limited due to
undulation of ground,
evidence of repair to
wickets and outfield.
Lack of pavilion limits
opportunities for play

Belper

Christchurch (Belper
Meadows CC)

14

80%

standard

11.17142857

2.8

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Site standard to good
but heavily used. Site is
prone to flooding and
suffers
from
rabbit
damage,
but
maintenance
procedures
have
improved quality. Able
to sustain small amount
of additional play, no
capacity at peak time.
Lack of none turf wicket
intensifies use of grass
and training nets are
also poor condition.

Heanor

Goose
(Codnor CC)

8

82%

good

6

2.0

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Good condition with
ability
to
sustain
additional play, but no
further
capacity
at
peak time. Site recently
improved in quality, but
lack of training nets and

Lane
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

none turf wicket means
overreliance upon grass

Ripley

Copperyard
(Denby CC)

1

15

84%

good

11.14285714

3.9

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

Ripley

Copperyard
(Denby CC)

2

5

81%

standard

2.8

2.2

Played
to
level site can
sustain

Ripley

Copperyard
(Denby CC)

3

8

78%

standard

4.428571429

3.6

Able
to
sustain
additional
play
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Yes

Large
site
with
3
grounds. Play switched
between three grounds,
scope
for
one
additional adult team
at peak time (and
capacity on wickets for
this usage) but in reality
this pitch can't be used
at same time as first
ground, so 5th team
considered displaced
to
Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground.
Overall capacity to
accommodate
some
additional
play
but
drainage improvements
still required. Condition
of training facilities also
requires improvement,
which
may
cause
additional use of grass
pitches.
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

Belper

Eyes
Meadow
(Duffield CC)

14

85%

good

8.714285714

5.3

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Large site with good
quality pitches, one of
which
has
recently
been
developed.
Capacity for additional
play, particularly as non
turf wickets support
grass
wicket
in
competitive play. Able
to support additional
adult
team
on
a
Saturday if team from
Derby CC no longer
travelled. Minor quality
improvements required
including maintenance
issues (fairy ring).

Belper

Eyes
Meadow
(Duffield CC)

6

84%

good

4.914285714

1.1

Played
to
level site can
sustain

No

Ripley

Greenwich
(Butterley
CC)

8

79%

standard

7.828571429

0.2

Played
to
level site can
sustain

No

Heanor

The Town Ground
(Heanor Town CC)

10

83%

good

6

4.0

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Park
United
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One of lower quality
pitches but capacity to
sustain additional play
(although not at peak
time).
Cricket
marginalised by football
and many quality issues
arise as a result, with
outfield
bare
and
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

drainage issues evident.
No non turf wicket on
site.
Heanor

Johns Road Ground
(Stainsby Hall CC)

12

84%

good

8.857142857

3.1

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Western
parishes

GB Barrington PF
(Kirk Langley CC)

4

75%

standard

6

-2.0

Site
overplayed

No

Small site - overplayed
due to small number of
wickets, evidence of
significant repair on
wickets. Lack of non turf
wickets / training nets
exacerbates
this.
Condition standard but
uneven outfield and
toilets also poor. No
capacity for additional
play

Heanor

Langley Mills United
CC

4

84%

good

9.742857143

-5.7

Site
overplayed

No

Site overplayed but in
good condition overall.
Some drainage issues
evident and outfield
uneven as a result. Lack
of training facilities and
non
turf
wicket
exacerbates high levels
of use. No further
capacity

Ripley

Maryfield

12

96%

good

9.742857143

2.3

Able
sustain

No

Site suffers from poor
drainage and outfield is

Ground
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

(Mareshay CC)

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

additional
play

Comments

undulating.
Although
ground is able to sustain
more play, lack of
capacity at peak time
means senior third team
is displaced. Ground
can sustain further play
outside peak time, but
lack of training facilities
and non turf wickets
means grass is also used
for training

Belper

Packhorse Ground
(Belper
Amateurs
CC)

12

86%

good

6.714285714

5.3

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Some drainage issues
reduce quality of site,
but overall capacity to
sustain additional play.
Good training facilities
and non turf wicket
reduce pressures on
grass wickets, with non
turf used for some junior
play. No scope for
further play at peak
time.

western
parishes

The
Common
(Quarndon CC)

7

86%

good

6.714285714

0.3

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Large site containing
two grounds both at
capacity at peak times.
Facilities of good quality
but second square is
small.
Very
limited
scope for additional
play and none at peak
time.
Good
quality
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

training
facilities
however
maximise
capacity
for
competitive fixtures on
grass.

western
parishes

The
Common
(Quarndon CC 2)

10

88%

good

9.028571429

1.0

Able to sustain additional
play

Alfreton

Riddings
(Riddings CC)

8

79%

standard

6

2.0

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Site able to sustain small
amount of additional
play but none at peak
time. Quality standard,
with
some
weeds
evident on outfield and
non turf wicket is in poor
condition.

western
parishes

Sam Heath Ground
(Muggington CC)

11

75%

standard

9.342857143

1.7

Able
to
sustain
additional
play

No

Site
currently
accommodating
displaced third team as
well as Muggington CC
teams, still able to
sustain small amount of
additional play, but no
remaining capacity at
peak time. Standard
quality
with
some
drainage
and
maintenance
issues.
Lack of non turf wicket
means all play must

Park

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

44

Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

take place
wicket.

Heanor

The Field
Hall CC)

(Shipley

Alfreton

South Wingfield CC

on grass

9

98%

good

9.342857143

-0.3

Site
overplayed

No

High quality site that is
heavily used. Even with
use of non turf wicket
by U11 and U13, site is
still overplayed with no
capacity for further use.
Training
facilities
provided
although
further provision would
elimate training use of
grass facilities.

8

78%

standard

9.428571429

-1.4

Site
overplayed

No

Heavy use of site that is
currently of standard
quality
means
no
capacity for further
play.
Third
team
currently displaced, but
second
ground
opening next season
will create additional
capacity.
Some
drainage and levelling
work still required and
non turf wicket requires
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Area

Site

Number
of
Wickets

Score

Pitch
Quality

Total Number
of
Strips
required
to
accommodate
demand

Difference

Adequacy of
Provision

Capacity
for
additional
play on a
Saturday

Comments

improvement to ensure
can be used for training
as well as competitive
fixtures.
Alfreton

South Wingfield

4

Alfreton

Crayshill
Park
(Swanwick Hall CC)

10

85%

good

0

4.0

6.628571429

3.4
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Able
to
sustain
additional
play

Yes - one
team

Site in good condition
and has capacity to
sustain additional play
both at peak time and
across the week. Lack
of non turf wicket
however means grass
wicket is also currently
used
for
training.
Quality good although
some weeds on outfield
require improvement.
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Current Picture of Provision - Boroughwide
4.48 The site overviews set out in Table 4.5 can be used to develop an overall picture of
provision across Amber Valley. This is set out in Table 4.6 and illustrated in Chart 4.2. It
demonstrates that there is scope to accommodate circa 21 additional adult teams across
the week if all available strips on all wickets were used. This however disguises the real
situation, which is the lack of spare capacity on a Saturday afternoon. There is no further
remaining capacity at this time.
4.49 This pattern is evident in each of the sub areas of the Borough.
Table 4.6: Cricket Pitch Provision - Capacity
Sub Area

Alfreton

Sites with Spare Capacity to
accommodate at least one
additional adult team across the
season (2 strips or more)
Riddings Park - Riddings CC (2)
Crayshill Park - Swanwick Hall CC
(3)

Spare Capacity at Peak
Time

Swanwick Hall CC

Total 5 strips (1 - 2 adult teams or 5
youth teams)
Belper

Teams currently displaced

Alfreton CC - out of
Borough
South Wingfield CC - out
of Borough

Christchurch - Belper Meadows
CC (2)
Eyes Meadow Duffield CC- 4
Packhorse Ground - Belper
Amateurs CC - 3
Whitemoor Recreation Ground 3
(assumes one team from Denby
CC relocated to Whitemore)

Whitemoor Recreation
Ground

N/a

n/a

Stainsby Hall CC - out of
Borough

Denby CC (although in
practice, 3rd pitch
cannot always be used
at same time as 1st pitch,
so many existing
matches from this pitch
are displaced.

Marehay CC (into Western
Parishes)

n/a

n/a

Total - 12 strips (4 adult teams or
up to 12 youth teams
Heanor

Goose Lane - Codnor CC (2)
The Town Ground - Heanor CC (4)
Johns Road Stainsby Hall CC (3)
Total - 9 strips (3 adult teams or up
to 9 youth teams)

Ripley

Copperyard - Denby CC (7)
Maryfield - Marehay CC (2)
Total - 9 strips (3 adult teams or up
to 6 youth teams

Western
Parishes

None with 2 strips or more.
The Common - Quarndon CC (1)
The Sam Heath Ground Muggington CC 1.5
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Sub Area

Sites with Spare Capacity to
accommodate at least one
additional adult team across the
season (2 strips or more)

Spare Capacity at Peak
Time

Teams currently displaced

3 sites - one team each,
plus Whitemoor
Recreation Ground (2
teams but limited
ancillary facilities restrict
use)

3 teams - 2 displaced out
of the Borough.

None
Amber
Valley

36 strips - circa 11 adult teams or
up to 36 youth teams.

Chart 4.2: Site by site capacity analysis
Chart 4.3: Borough Wide Spare Capacity

4.50 Table 4.6 and Chart 4.2 therefore reinforce the message outlined earlier indicating that
many existing pitches are able to accommodate more play across the season and that it
is spare capacity at peak time that is much more limited. There are however only three
teams that are currently displaced, which is attributable to the proactive approach that
clubs in the Borough have taken to providing extra capacity at their own grounds.
4.51 The tables clearly demonstrate that there is a small degree of spare capacity in each
area across the season as a whole, but that supply remains tightly matched with demand.
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This is particularly true in Alfreton, which was also highlighted in the 2013 PPS and in the
western parishes, where supply is insufficient to accommodate a further adult team. There
is greater spare capacity in Belper and Heanor, although supply still remains relatively
constrained.
4.52 There is therefore very limited spare capacity across Amber Valley as a whole and
potential that small participation increases could see demand constrained by supply
relatively quickly.
Geographical Issues across Amber Valley
4.53 Table 4.7 draws upon the information presented in Tables 4.5 and 4.6 to provide an overall
summary of capacity and key issues in each of the geographical area of the Borough.
Table 4.7: Summary of Issues in each area of the Borough
Sub Area

Capacity Issues

Quality Issues

Alfreton

Spare capacity across the season fairly
limited.

No major quality issues identified lack of non turf wickets at key sites
(see capacity ) are key priority.

Some spare capacity at two fairly small
clubs, although both are of lower quality
than other grounds in the Borough.
South Wingfield CC is currently
overplayed, however the club are
currently constructing a second pitch,
which will alleviate this issue when
complete.
At peak time, Swanwick Hall CC is the only
site with capacity and Alfreton CC are
displaced out of the Borough. Alfreton CC
have indicated that their preferred second
ground would be the Swanwick Hall CC
site. Use of this ground would see all clubs
meeting baseline demand.
Swanwick Hall, South Wingfield CC and
Riddings CC are all however lacking in
appropriate non turf and training facilities,
which increases the reliance on grass
wickets. There is little spare capacity to
accommodate this. This is particularly
critical at South Wingfield (overplayed)
although this will be rectified through the
provision of an additional ground.
Belper

All three club sites currently have a degree
of spare capacity and Duffield CC is
currently accommodating a team from
outside the Borough at peak time (Darley
Abbey CC). Unused capacity is the
highest in the Borough (although still
relatively low).
Whitemoor Recreation Ground is used only
as an overspill for Denby CC (Ripley area)
who have 3 grounds but cannot always
use all three at one time. There is no clear
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Provision good overall with only
minor issues identified. Should be
noted that there are concerns that
the expansion of Belper Sports Club
may impact upon the adequacy of
cricket provision.

Other than minor maintenance
issues (Duffield CC Fairy Ring) and
drainage (Packhorse Ground) key
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Sub Area

Capacity Issues

Quality Issues

evidence of demand from teams within
Belper area.

priorities are updating existing sites
and enhancing maintenance.

Lack of training facilities at Belper
Meadows CC increases use of grass
pitches which may impact upon
adequacy of provision longer term.

Heanor

After Belper, unused capacity is the
highest in the Borough (although still
relatively low). Both Langley Mill United
and Shipley Halls CC experience overplay.
There are no sites with spare capacity at
peak time and Stainsby Hall CC travel
outside the Borough. Provision is therefore
more tightly balanced with supply than
appears through theoretical capacity
analysis.
Added to this, Langley Mill United (which
suffers overplay) also has no training / non
turf facilities which exacerbates the issue.
Codnor CC are also lacking in this
provision but have a small degree of spare
capacity across the season.

Quality of pitch and square at
Whitemoor Recreation Ground
limited. Restricted ancillary facilities
may prevent use in some
competitions.
Quality of Heanor Town Ground
impacted by use for football cricket side-lined for football and
ground is bare in parts with issues for
storage and changing. Drainage
issues also evident at Langley Mill
United.

Lack of training facilities evident at
some sites and this is a priority,
particularly where there is also a
lack of capacity (see capacity
comments).

Charles Hill Playing Field remains unused.
While there is no clear evidence of
demand for this site across the season,
there is a lack of alternative options for
Stainsby Hall CC at peak periods currently.
Ripley

Two of the four grounds have spare
capacity across the season. There is
overplay at Ambergate CC (and team
closed due to lack of capacity) and
Butterley United CC use facilities at
Greenwich Park to the level that can be
sustained. Marehay CC are displaced to
Western Parishes (third team) however
there is no overplay and Denby CC are
able to accommodate an additional
match at peak time, meaning that supply
is able to sustain demand in theory. In
practice however, many existing matches
from Denby CC are displaced (to
Whitemoor Recreation Ground) as third
pitch cannot be used alongside 1st pitch
and there is no changing accommodation
for the third pitch. Marehay CC used to
travel to overspill sites owned by AVBC but
prioritised quality over location and
therefore now choose to travel. They seek
a high quality facility.

All sites in Ripley require drainage
improvements (installation and
maintenance including
earthquaking and vertidraining.
Quality is more compromised in
Ripley than in any other area due to
drainage. Condition of pitch and
changing accommodation at
Greenwich Park also requires
improvement.
Lack of training facilities evident at
some sites and this is a priority,
particularly where there is also a
lack of capacity (see capacity
comments).

Added to quality concerns, Maryfield
Ground and Butterley United are also
lacking in appropriate non turf and
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50

Sub Area

Capacity Issues

Quality Issues

training provision. This is particularly key at
Butterley United where grass wickets are
already used to the level that they can
sustain. Further work is also required to
ensure that facilities at Denby CC are
functional.
Western
Parishes

Spare capacity is fairly limited, with no site
having 2 or more strips available. At
Quarndon CC and Mugginton CC supply
is sufficient to meet demand while
overplay is evident at Kirk Langley due to
the small size of the square. There are no
teams within the western parishes
displaced and indeed, Muggington CC
accommodate a team from elsewhere,
indicating that more capacity could be
released should demand grow.

All pitches suffer from uneven
outfields and some refurbishment
works required to pavilions.
Lack of training facilities is key
priority relating to quality.

Kirk Langley CC have no training facilities
and given the overplay of the current site
this is a key priority. There is also a lack of
training facilities and non turf wicket at
Mugginton CC.

Future Picture of Provision
4.54 Population growth will impact upon future demand, as will changes in participation trends.
These issues are considered in turn in order to build an accurate picture of future
requirements.
Population Change
4.55 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are
required to generate one team. By applying TGRs to population projections, we can
project the theoretical number of teams that would be generated from population
growth and gain an understanding of future demand.
4.56 Table 4.8 summarises the current TGRs for cricket and uses them to evaluate the potential
impact of projected changes to the population profile on demand. It reveals that
population growth and changes to the population profile will result in;
•

a decrease in the number of people aged between 18-55, generating a likely
reduction of 3 senior cricket teams; and

•

demand for junior cricket remaining stable.
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Table 4.8: Impact of Changes to the Population Profile

Sport and Age
Groups
Cricket Open Age
Mens (18-55yrs)
Cricket Open Age
Womens (1855yrs)
Cricket Junior
Boys (7-18yrs)
Cricket Junior Girls
(7-18yrs)

Number
of Teams

Current
population
in age
group
within the
area

Current
TGR

Future
population
in age
group
within the
area (2028)

Change in
population

Potential
Change in
Team Numbers
in Age Group
(Number of
Teams)

55

29200

531

27776

-1424

-2.7

1

29982

29982

27776

-2206

-0.1

69

7552

109

7500

-52

-0.5

0

7266

0

7500

234

0

4.57 In terms of pitch requirements, this would mean that;
•

demand for senior cricket pitches reduces slightly by 1 match equivalent at peak
time and an overall requirement to accommodate circa 25 adult games less per
season; and

•

static demands from junior teams.

4.58 The reduction in demand means that taking into account the impact of subnational
population projections only, the current stock of facilities would be sufficient to meet
demand (although any existing site specific pressures identified would remain).
Forthcoming Changes to Supply
4.59 South Wingfield CC are currently in the process of developing a second ground and this
will be established in time for the 2017 season, providing two additional slots at peak time
at this site (one of which will be taken by their existing third team).
4.60 Alfreton CC also have aspirations to create a second pitch on their home ground,
although no formal plans are yet underway to support these developments and it is
understood that it would be very difficult to achieve.
4.61 It is thought that the pitch at David Nieper School, which is currently not available due to
construction works will be re-provided and that a community use agreement has been
signed for this facility. This will increase the overall stock of facilities in Alfreton if this new
pitch is delivered.
Participation Trends and Growth Aspirations– Impact on Pitches
4.62 The Derbyshire Cricket Board is seeking to implement a sustainable approach to the
development of cricket in line with the new cricket strategy, Cricket Unleashed (ECB 2016).
4.63 The strategy seeks to support sustainable increases in club membership and increased
participation in cricket over the strategy period. The key priorities of this strategy are
summarised in Table 4.9.
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Table 4.9: Key Objectives of Cricket Unleashed (ECB 2016)
Objectives
Making
the
game
more
accessible and inspiring the
next generation of players,
coaches,
officials
and
volunteers

Deliver winning teams that
inspire and excite through onfield performance and off-field
behaviour.

Create inspired fans

We will make decisions in the
best interests of the game and
use the power of cricket to
make a positive difference.

Delivery Mechanisms
•

Growing clubs and leagues
(including investing in support
roles and development tools to
simplify club and league
management

•

Kids
providing
more
opportunities for children to
play through schools

•

Community - diversifying to
ensure all sectors of the
community embrace cricket

•

Casual - breaking down
barriers and improving access.
This will include indoor cricket
as well as informal and small
sided formats of the game.

•

Pathway for talented players

•

Supporting talented teams

•

Working with elite teams

•

Focusing on clear plans for
success in England teams

•

Fan focused - improve fan
experience and engage with
club members to understand
needs

•

New fans - attract a new
audience

•

Global Stage - maximise
opportunities
from
hosting
global events

•

Broadcast and digital - seek to
improve to attract new and
enhance
experience
for
existing fans.

•

Integrity - promote and adopt
best practice standards of
governance

•

Community programmes - to
make a positive difference

•

Environment - work to promote
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Outcomes
Number of people playing
cricket
Number
cricket.

of

U16

playing

Performances
in
World
Cups and International Test
Series.
Consistent
and
clearly
defined county pathways.

The number of people who
have an interest in cricket.
The number of U16 who
attend cricket matches.

Coordinated local plans.
The number of people that
benefit from community
programmes.
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Objectives

Delivery Mechanisms

Outcomes

environmental sustainability

Strong finance and operations
- Deliver winning teams that
inspire and excite through onfield performance and off-field
behaviour.

•

One plan - develop local
strategies seeking to deliver
the national plan.

•

People
support
and
recognise
the
roles
of
volunteers and staff within the
game

•

Revenue and reach - build
stronger revenue streams and
commercial partners

•

Insight - invest in improving
understanding of how people
engage with cricket

•

Operations - deliver efficient
and response administration.

Financial
cricket.

sustainability

of

Investment in delivery of
strategy.

4.64 While population growth may have limited impact as a result of the projected ageing
population (and therefore a reduction in the propensity to play cricket), achievement of
the key goals of the national strategy are therefore likely to have positive impact on club
membership and demand for cricket in Amber Valley.
4.65 Local versions of new initiatives are already in place and about to commence in the
Borough, including the All Stars Initiative, as well as activities designed to increase
participation amongst women and girls.
4.66 Reflecting this, locally some of the cricket clubs have aspirations for growth. These are
summarised below on a site specific basis in Table 4.10.
Table 4.10: Aspirations of Cricket Clubs

*Site

*Comparison

Area

Alfreton

Alfreton Park
(CC)

Alfreton

Riddings Park
(Riddings
CC)

Played to
level site can
sustain
Able to
sustain
additional
play

Total Extent
of any
Spare
Capacity
for
Community
Use
(Number of
Strips)

Equivalent
in teams
Future
growth
No
immediate
plans for
growth

0

2

1 youth
team
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Can these be
accommodated
N/a although
club are seeking
creation of a
second pitch

No known
plans for
growth
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*Site

*Comparison

Area

Alfreton

South
Wingfield CC

Alfreton

Crayshill Park
(Swanwick
Hall CC)

Site
overplayed
Able to
sustain
additional
play

Total Extent
of any
Spare
Capacity
for
Community
Use
(Number of
Strips)

0

3

Equivalent
in teams
Future
growth

0
1 adult
team / 1 2 youth
teams

Christchurch
(Belper
Meadows
CC)

Able to
sustain
additional
play

2

Belper

Eyes
Meadow
(Duffield CC)

Able to
sustain
additional
play

6 (4 if all
junior
games are
also played
on grass)

1 adult / 1
youth
team
1 - 2 adult
teams / at
least 4
youth
teams
assuming
some
games
continue
to be
played on
grass

Belper
Amateur
s

Packhorse
Ground
(Belper
Amateurs
CC)

Able to
sustain
additional
play

5 (3 if U11
and U12
also use
grass)

1 adult / 1
- 2 youth
teams

Heanor

Goose Lane
(Codnor CC)
The Town
Ground
(Heanor
Town CC)

Able to
sustain
additional
play
Able to
sustain
additional
play

Heanor

Johns Road

Able to

Belper

Heanor

Seeking to
increase by
2 junior and
2 adult
teams (1
male and 1
female)
One adult
and one
youth
1 further
adult team
to be
started in
2017
season.

No future
growth
targeted
1 male
team and 1
extra junior
(U15)

Targeting 2
additional
youth teams

2

4

2 adult / 3
youth

No
aspirations
for growth

3

1 adult / 2

Targeting
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Can these be
accommodated
Club developing
second ground
which will
accommodate
team currently
displaced and
enable growth of
one further
Saturday team

Yes
No further
availability on site
at peak time.
Utilised
Whitemoor in the
2017 season

Yes
Yes although
there is no
capacity for
senior team to
play at peak
time.
Will mean ground
is at or above
capacity. No
none turf wicket
to transfer
activity.

Yes, but not at
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*Site

Area

*Comparison

Ground
(Stainsby Hall
CC)

sustain
additional
play

Site
overplayed

Heanor

Langley Mill
United CC
The Field
(Shipley Hall
CC)

Ripley

Hurt Arms
(Ambergate
CC)

Ripley

Copperyard
1 (Denby
CC)

Heanor

Site
overplayed

Site
overplayed
Able to
sustain
additional
play

Ripley

Greenwich
Park
(Butterley
United CC)
Maryfield
Ground
(Marehay
CC)

Played to
level site can
sustain
Able to
sustain
additional
play

Western
parishes

GB
Barrington PF
(Kirk Langley
CC)

Site
overplayed

The
Common
(Quarndon
CC)
Sam Heath
Ground
(Muggington

Played to
level site can
sustain
Able to
sustain
additional

Ripley

Western
Parishes
Western
Parishes

Total Extent
of any
Spare
Capacity
for
Community
Use
(Number of
Strips)

Equivalent
in teams

youth

0

n/a

0

n/a
1 adult
team / 2
youth
teams

4

0

2

1 adult
team / 2
youth
teams

0

n/a

1
1.5

1 youth
team
1 adult
team / 1
youth
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Future
growth
further 1
male and 1
youth team
on the back
of recent
growth
No
aspirations
for growth
No
aspirations
for growth
Aspirations
to increase
number of
junior teams
by 1 -2

1 male and
2 junior
teams. Club
has also
experience
d recent
increase in
senior sides
No
aspirations
for growth
Yes - club
seeking to
develop
two further
adult teams
Yes - 1 junior
team. Club
have seen
recent
decline and
wish to
reverse this
1 new male
and 1
additional

Can these be
accommodated
peak times. One
team already
displaced

Site is already
played to level
that can be
sustained. The
non turf wicket is
current in poor
condition and
could not be
used for match
play.

No

Yes
Additional team
for Muggington
would see
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*Site

Area

*Comparison

CC)

play

Total Extent
of any
Spare
Capacity
for
Community
Use
(Number of
Strips)

Equivalent
in teams

team

Future
growth
junior team.
Junior
section
recently
started

Can these be
accommodated
Marehay CC 3rd
team left without
a ground.
Insufficient
capacity also on
wickets for adult
team

4.67 Table 4.11 summarises the potential impact of growth in each of the neighbourhood areas
of Amber Valley and highlights the issues that may be faced.
Table 4.11: Ability of Pitch Stock to sustain additional demand
Neighbour
hood
Area

Spare
Capacity
(Number
Strips)

Alfreton

5 ( 1 - 2 adult
teams / 5
youth teams)

of

Spare
Capacity
(Grounds) at
peak time

Adequacy of
Existing Stock

1 - Swanwick
Hall CC

Spare
capacity
across Alfreton
for 5 additional
teams over the
season.
South
Wingfield CC
overplayed

Adequacy of Provision
Aspirational
Growth
3 adult teams
and 3 youth
teams focused
at
South
Wingfield
CC
and Swanwick
Hall CC
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The planned additional
ground
at
South
Wingfield will ensure
that extra demand can
be sustained.
The creation of second
team at Swanwick Hall
will
however
mean
there is no remaining
spare capacity at peak
time at this site. This site
is currently the preferred
choice for Alfreton CC
who are displaced. If
they are relocated now
they may be displaced
again if Swanwick Hall
CC are successful in
growth ambitions. There
would however be an
available peak time slot
at South Wingfield CC
once the new ground
has been developed,
until
aspirations
for
growth
at
South
Wingfield
CC
are
realised. Alfreton CC
also highlight aspirations
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Neighbour
hood
Area

Spare
Capacity
(Number
Strips)

of

Spare
Capacity
(Grounds) at
peak time

Adequacy of
Existing Stock

Adequacy of Provision
Aspirational
Growth
to create a second
pitch. It is however likely
that the new pitch at
David Nieper School will
be available for the
community
and
assuming the quality is
sufficient, this may also
help to meet demand.
Potential
long
term
additional
pitch
requirements if growth
aspirations
are
successful and Alfreton
CC are to relocate and
the facility at the school
is not provided to the
appropriate
quality
standards.
Lack
of
capacity for training at
key sites (non turf wicket
and
nets)
further
exacerbates issues.

Belper

9( 3 adult
teams / 9
youth teams )
on
club
bases.
A
further 6 strips
at Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground.

1
at
Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground (but
quality
limited).

Spare
capacity over
the season at
all sites.
No
overplay
and
no
displacement.

1 adult and one
junior
team
focused
at
Belper
Amateurs.
Belper Meadows
CC are due to
develop
a
further team at
peak time for
the 2017 season.
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As all sites have spare
capacity,
there
is
sufficient
capacity
across Belper as a
whole
to
accommodate
projected growth. This
level of growth can also
be hosted at the club
base
of
Belper
Amateurs.
The new team at Belper
Meadows CC cannot
be accommodated at
the clubs home ground
however there is scope
for further play at
Whitemoor Recreation
Ground at peak time.
The introduction of this
new team will however
see
Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground
remain at capacity on
the assumption that the
5th team at Denby
continue to use the site
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Neighbour
hood
Area

Spare
Capacity
(Number
Strips)

of

Spare
Capacity
(Grounds) at
peak time

Adequacy of
Existing Stock

Adequacy of Provision
Aspirational
Growth
as overspill.

Heanor

9(3
adult
teams / 9
youth teams)

n/a

Spare
capacity
overall.
Overplay
Langley
CC
Shipley
CC.

at
Mill
and
Hall

1 adult team
and 3 youth
teams, focused
at Stainsby Hall
CC and Codnor
CC.

Stainsby
Hall
3rd
team
displaced.
Some quality
issues identified
(Heanor Town
Ground
in
particular).

Ripley

Western
Parishes

6 (1 -2 adult
teams or 6
youth teams

2.5 - no full
adult team
accommoda
ted at any
site

1 - Denby CC
(although in
practice
spare slot not
really
available, as
there is no
changing
accommoda
tion and
there are
restrictions as
to when the
pitch can be
used (not
alongside 1st
pitch).

Spare
capacity
overall and no
overplay.
Quality issues
more evident
in this part of
the Borough.

N/A

Spare
capacity
limited and
overplay at Kirk
Langley CC.
Spare
capacity

Overall
growth
in
participation could be
met at existing sites,
however both clubs
seeking to grow will
have capacity issues if
aspirations are met.
Codnor CC will be at or
above
capacity
(exacerbated by lack of
training
facilities).
Stainsby Hall CC will
have
two
teams
displaced instead of
one. Youth team growth
can
be
met
at
individual club sites.
Potential
future
requirement
for
additional ground for
Stainsby
Hall
CC
depending
upon
availability of additional
ground
outside
Borough.

1 adult team
and 3 - 4 youth
teams focused
at Butterley
United CC and
Ambergate CC.

Overall growth could
just be accommodated
in Ripley, but the clubs
with growth aspirations
are those already at
capacity. Added to this
neither have adequate
training facilities.
Additional adult team
would require further
capacity at peak time
unless accommodated
at Denby CC.

One displaced
team
(Marehay) but
spare capacity
(Denby).

1 adult and 2
youth teams,
focused at
Muggington CC
and Quarndon
CC.
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No spare capacity to
accommodate adult
team without additional
strips, additional team
to play at peak time at
Muggington would see
Marehay CC (Ripley)
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Neighbour
hood
Area

Spare
Capacity
(Number
Strips)

of

Spare
Capacity
(Grounds) at
peak time

Adequacy of
Existing Stock

Adequacy of Provision
Aspirational
Growth

focused at
Quarndon and
Mugginton CC

displaced. Youth teams
could be
accommodated.
Growth of Muggington
CC could therefore
have repercussions in
other areas of the
Borough, but additional
provision requirements
in Western Parishes
limited.

4.68 As well as schemes to increase participation, the ECB and Derbyshire Cricket Board are
also seeking to adapt the game in order to maximise opportunities to grow the sport and
to ensure that facilities are available for players to do so. As well as the creation of new
initiatives such as Last Man Stands (offering a shorter form of the game), the ECB are also
now focusing upon the installation of non turf wickets, offering local authorities the
opportunity for free provision and installation on strategic sites. As well as ensuring that the
provision of facilities remains affordable, this may also provide opportunities for the
promotion of different forms of the game within the Borough.
Summary and Key Issues
4.69 The key issues for cricket in Amber Valley Borough are summarised in Section 8.
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5: Hockey
Introduction
5.1

Hockey is now almost exclusively played on AGPs and increasingly, AGPs are also used for
football. The FA now approves certain types of AGP for use in competitive fixtures (those
listed on the FA register) and the FA National Facilities Strategy recognises the role that
these facilities play in the provision of facilities for football. AGPs that are compliant with
World Rugby specifications can also be used for rugby match play and training.

5.2

The analysis of the adequacy of AGPs and the requirement for additional facilities
therefore spreads across all three sports. Guidance on AGPs (Selecting the Right Artificial
Surface, Sport England 2010) indicates the suitability of AGPs to be as follows;
•

water based (suitable for high level hockey and football training if the pitch is
irrigated);

•

sand filled (acceptable surface for hockey and suitable for football training);

•

sand dressed (preferred surface for hockey and suitable for football training);

•

short pile 3g (acceptable surface for football and hockey at low standards);

•

long pile 3g (preferred surface for football, not suitable for hockey); and

•

long pile 3g with shock pad (suitable for football and rugby, not suitable for hockey).

5.3

The recently released England Hockey Facilities Strategy indicates that short pile 3g
pitches are now no longer considered suitable for hockey.

5.4

Technology continues to move on and new forms of pitch are being developed
frequently. Pitch requirements are therefore likely to evolve as technology becomes more
advanced.

5.5

This section considers the adequacy of AGPS for hockey. Specific needs for football and
rugby will be considered separately in the relevant sport specific sections, however the
interrelationships between the sports will be identified where relevant.
Supply

5.6

Table 5.1 summarises the full size AGPs in Amber Valley and outlines the suitability of these
facilities for hockey. It records two full sized pitches, one of which is water based and one
of which is sand based. Both are therefore suitable for hockey.

5.7

There is a third pitch which is 3g, but is not quite full size (dimensions 90.7m x 54m) at Belper
Leisure Centre. This pitch is new since the preparation of the 2013 PPS (opened 2015) and
is not suitable for hockey. There has therefore been an increase in the overall stock of
AGPs across Amber Valley, but no increase in the amount of pitches that can be used for
hockey.

5.8

All pitches are available for use by the community.

5.9

Supplementing the stock of full sized AGPs, there are several small sized AGPs across
Amber Valley Borough. These sites could not be used for formal hockey (due to their size)
but may have a role to play in training (and / or the introduction of smaller forms of the
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5: Hockey
game, such as Rush Hockey). The pitch at Somerlea Park has been created since the
development of the SPPS in 2013.
Table 5.1: AGPs across Amber Valley Borough
Site Name
Belper Meadows
Sports Club

Ownership
/
Management
Size / Surface

Sub Area
Belper

Belper Meadows Water Based
Sports Clubs

Suitability for
Hockey
Yes

60m x 100m. Refurbished 2012
Ripley Academy

Ripley

School

Sand filled

Yes

60 x 100m. Refurbished 2007.
Belper Sports Club

Belper

Belper Leisure
Centre (Belper
Leisure Centre)

3g - 90.7 x 54m. Built 2015

Aldercar High
School

Heanor

School

Sand filled pitch but small size No - size
(36m x 61m). It was built in
2006 and has not been
refurbished. School have
aspirations to convert to 3g

Lea Green
Western
Conference and
Parishes Sub
Development Centre area

Derbyshire
County Council

Sandfilled pitch. 34.5 m x
27.8m. It was refurbished in
2010

No - size

Swanwick Hall
School

Alfreton

School

No. Pitch is a small sized 3g
pitch 60X40m

No - surface

Somerlea Park

Alfreton

AVBC

Sand Filled 57x46. 2015

No - size

School

No. Pitch is small sized 3g.

No - surface
and size

Ecclesbourne School Belper

No - surface

5.10 Table 5.1 indicates that there are some aging facilities within the overall stock. The pitch at
Ripley Academy is 9 years old, while with the exception of Belper Leisure Centre,
Ecclesbourne School and Somerlea Park, the small sized AGPs are also all over 5 years old.
5.11 The location of all full sized AGPs in Amber Valley Borough is illustrated in Map 5.1. Map 5.1
also includes pitches that are located outside the Borough in nearby authorities for
reference purposes. This map was extracted directly from Sport England Facility Planning
(FPM) modelling and excludes Belper Leisure Centre.
5.12 Map 5.1 supports Table 5.1 in confirming that local to access to an AGP in larger
settlements in Amber Valley (Alfreton and Heanor) is limited. There are also few AGPs on
the border of the Borough although there is an abundance of provision to the south in
Derby City.
5.13 AGPs nearby that are suitable for hockey include;
•

Rutland Sports Park, Ilkeston;
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•

Wirksworth Leisure Centre; and

•

St Benedict Academy, Derby.

Map 5.1: Distribution of AGPs

Pitch Quality
5.14 Table 5.2 summarises the quality of each full sized sand based AGPs in the Borough and
highlights any issues identified. It reveals that the quality of the two facilities varies quite
significantly. It is perceived that the quality of the pitch at Ripley Academy has also
declined since the previous SPPS.
Table 5.2: Quality Issues at Sand Based AGPs that are suitable for hockey
Site Name
Belper Meadows
Sports Club

Quality
Rating
Good

Quality
Trend
Since 2013 PPS
Slightly better new floodlights

Quality Comments
Good quality playing surface with no
damage or issues identified. Accompanied
by poor quality changing accommodation
and access, pavilion etc is thought to
require modernisation.
New floodlights
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Quality
Rating

Site Name

Quality
Trend
Since 2013 PPS

Quality Comments
have recently been installed. Surface was
refurbished 2 - 3 years ago.
There are plans to build a new club house
at the site, with changing rooms for four
teams, club rooms and social facilities.

Poor

Ripley Academy

Slightly poorer quality of surface
and
changing
accommodation
continue
to
decline

Poor quality surface -some damage. Site
also suffers from unofficial use, litter and
glass bottles. Line markings poor and nets
also
of
low
quality.
Changing
accommodation and showers old, dirty
and often broken. Pitch is floodlit but does
not have appropriate seating / spectator
facilities.

Demand
5.15 There are two hockey clubs currently playing within Amber Valley running a total of 28
teams. Belper HC are split into male and female sections, both of which play at Belper
Sports Club, while Amber Valley Hornets play out of Ripley Academy.
5.16 There has been positive growth since 2013, where 20 teams were identified playing at the
two clubs. Growth has however concentrated at Belper Hockey Club, while Amber Valley
Hornets have lost players. As well as natural decline (pregnancy, retirement etc) the club
attribute this to poor quality facilities and players leaving to join more established clubs
who train more frequently.
5.17 Table 5.3 summarises the teams in each club and outlines the approximate number of
hours that they use pitches, as well as the site used. The usage is based upon the
assumption that each team plays alternate home and away games.
Table 5.3: Hockey Teams in Amber Valley
Club

Teams

Location

Belper
Hockey
Club

Male Section - 16 - 7
adult male, 3 veterans, 6
junior male (including U8,
U10, U12, U14, U16, U18).

Belper
Sports
Club.

Female Section - 5 adult
female and 6 junior
female
(U8,U10,U12,U14,U16,U18).

Also play
at
Woodlands
School,
Allestree.

Competition
Teams play in
the Midlands
and Central
Hockey
Leagues The
mens team
were
relegated
from the
national
league in
2015. The
Ladies first
team play in
the north
conference.
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Pitch
Usage
Competitive
fixtures Weekends
15 adult
teams - up to
7.5 home
games per
week - 15
hours
activity. 2 - 3
games per
week take
place at
Woodlands.

Participation
Trends
Participation
has increased
since 2013
SPPS.

Training
activity - at
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Club

Teams

Amber
Valley
Hornets

1 senior female

Location

Competition

Ripley
Academy

Pitch
Usage
least 13 hours
per week
spread
Monday Thursday.
Some
training takes
place at
Woodlands.
1 hour
training
weekly, 2
hours
competitive
fixtures at
weekends
alternate
weeks.

Participation
Trends

Decreased club had
only
recently
been
established
at time of
2013 SPPS
and had 2
teams.

5.18 Table 5.3 reveals that;
•

the highest levels of usage for hockey is at the weekend, when the AGPs are
required to accommodate competitive fixtures;

•

both clubs train during the week with training nights taking place Monday to
Thursday. Junior hockey training also takes place midweek as well as on Sundays;
and

•

both clubs run some activity outside the Borough and teams can therefore be
considered displaced.

Club Consultation
5.19 Consultation with the two hockey clubs reveals that both clubs are dissatisfied with the
current facilities in Amber Valley. They reference several issues that are potentially
impacting upon the growth and development of hockey as follows;
•

Belper Hockey Club – the club believe that there is a lack of appropriate facilities for
hockey, both indoor and outdoor. While the club home ground is Belper Hockey
Meadows, as a result of high demand at peak times, the club plays several fixtures
at sites outside of Amber Valley, in Woodside School (Derby) and several teams can
therefore be considered displaced. As a result, the club highlights issues with
accessing appropriate facilities for matches, indicating that in addition to
challenges with securing bookings, the quality of these facilities does not meet their
requirements. They also state that the site is poorly maintained. This situation is similar
to that highlighted in 2013. The club indicate that if additional hours were available
in Belper or a nearby location, they would run more teams. The club also highlight
the need to modernise the existing pavilion and associated ancillary provision to
ensure that it continues to accommodate all sports successfully. The club struggle
with a lack of internal and external funding but continue to strive to maintain and
improve the quality of provision
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•

Amber Valley Hornets – like Belper Hockey Club, Amber Valley Hornets raise
concerns about the amount of appropriate facilities for both matches and training.
The club are currently travelling to Derby to train due to a lack of appropriate
facilities in Amber Valley and are also dissatisfied with the pitch at Ripley Academy
that they use for matches. The site requires improvements to changing
accommodation, as well as seating, dugouts and the ability to provide refreshments
for away teams. The club would like to increase participation should better facilities
be available.

JDC / JAC Demand
5.20 As well as accommodating Belper Hockey Club, Belper Meadows is an important site for
the development of hockey in Derbyshire, hosting one of three Junior Development
Centres (JDCs). The other two are held at:
•

Shobnall Leisure Complex (Derbys JDC - South);

•

Christchurch Belper Meadows (Derbys JDC - Mid); and

•

Buxton Community School (Derbys JDC – North).

Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views
5.21 The adequacy of AGPs to accommodate demand for hockey, taking into account both
training and competitive fixtures is discussed below. Demand for football is also
considered as while hockey teams cannot use facilities designed for football (3g pitches),
sand /water based surfaces are used for football training (as well as ad hoc community
activity) and hockey clubs can face extensive competition in accessing pitches. The FA
facility strategy seeks to shift football usage away from sand based AGPs to 3g pitches
however and if the stock of 3g pitches is adequate for football, it is likely that activity on
sand based sites will be reserved for hockey.
5.22 It is known however that there is currently football usage of both full sized pitches suitable
for hockey. This has however decreased since 2013 as a consequence of the creation of
the 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre.
Situation at Individual Sites
5.23 Supply and demand of AGPs is measured by considering;
•

the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon the number of hours
that the pitch is accessible to the community during peak periods up to a maximum
of 34 hours per week). Peak periods have been deemed to be Monday to Thursday
18:00 to 21:00; Friday 17:00 to 19:00 and Saturday and Sunday 09:00 to 17:00;

•

the amount of play that takes place (measured in hours);

•

whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between
the capacity of the site and the actual usage; and

•

any other key issues relating to the site which have arisen through consultation.
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5.24 To ensure that issues for hockey are fully taken into account however, as well as
evaluating usage over the week, capacity at peak time should also be considered.
England Hockey guidance suggests that no AGP should be considered able to sustain
more than four games on any one day.
5.25 Table 5.4 therefore provides a summary of activity at each site that is suitable for hockey.
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Belper
Meadows
Sports Club

Ripley
Academy

Good

Poor

34

34

Able to
sustain
additional
play

0

22
hours

Scope to
increase
use

0

Key Issues and Views

Total Extent of any Spare
Capacity for Community
Use

Comparison

Hockey - 8
hours
Saturday,
junior activity
Sunday (3
hours) plus
some
matches.
Training
activity circa
13 hours per
week
although
some club
activity takes
place at other
venues.
Hockey 2 hours
Saturday
Football circa 10 hours
per week.

Difference

Current Community Use

Current Carrying
Capacity for
Community Use

Pitch Quality

Site

Table 5.4: Site Specific Usage

Important site for hockey accommodating JDC as
well as club. Site at capacity at peak times for hockey
as well as for training Monday - Thursday in priority
slots. Site also accommodates high quantity of
football training from local clubs and these teams
compete for access to preferred training slots with
hockey. Use for football provides an important
income base for the club.
Any spare capacity is ad hoc and at undesirable
times. Hockey club who manage site currently
displaced to Derby for several hours a week as a result
of lack of availability on own site.

22 hours
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Limited hockey usage despite sand based surface.
Club indicate that growth is inhibited by pitch quality
as well as developing in the shadows of Belper
Hockey Club. The majority of use of the site is football
training (Codnor Boys and Ripley Town in particular).
Poor condition of pitch thought to significantly reduce
use of site.
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Current Picture of Provision
5.26 Table 5.4 therefore indicates that there is spare capacity at sites that are suitable for
hockey across the week and at weekends, although the spare capacity during the week
is in timeslots that are generally undesirable. Indeed some training for Belper Hockey Club
is carried out in Derby due to a lack of available space at Belper Meadows Sports Club.
5.27 The spare capacity at weekends is influenced by the minimal use of the pitch at Ripley
Academy, which accommodates only one home fixture on alternate weeks. In contrast
teams are displaced out of the Borough from Belper Meadows Sports Club due to a lack
of availability on the water based pitch. The quality of the pitch at Ripley Academy means
that Belper Hockey Club deem the site unsuitable to use.
5.28 Table 5.5 builds upon the site specific overviews and presents the total picture for the
Borough (for sand based surfaces). Figures in Table 5.5 are approximate only.
Table 5.5: Use of AGPs that are suitable for hockey
Capacity of
full sized sand
based pitches
(Number of
Hours)

Total
Community Use
of Sand Based
Pitches (Number
of Hours)

68

Unused
capacity
(Number of
hours)

46

Spare Capacity
Midweek
(Number of
Hours)
22

Weekend
Availability

8

14

5.29 As Table 5.5 reveals, there is some additional capacity, although the supplementary use of
many of the sites for football means that hockey clubs must continue to compete with
football clubs for the more popular times for training.
Peak Time Demand
5.30 England Hockey indicates that an AGP should be considered able to sustain a maximum
of four games per day. Table 5.6 evaluates the use at peak time (Saturday) on each AGP
and indicates that there is scope to increase the amount of play at Ripley Academy, while
the pitch at Belper is oversubscribed. This assumes that all Belper Hockey Club veterans
and mixed teams play on a Sunday rather than a Saturday (peak day).
Table 5.6: Peak Time Demand

Site Name
Belper Meadow
Sports Club

Capacity of full
sized sand
based pitches at
peak time
(match
equivalents)
4

Ripley Academy

4

TOTAL

8

Total Demand (Match
Equivalents)

Difference (Match
Equivalents)
6

-2

0.5

3.5

6.5

1.5

5.31 Table 5.6 therefore reveals that supply across the Borough as a whole is above demand,
The poor condition of the pitch at Ripley however means that this facility is hardly used,
and teams from Belper Meadows Sports Club travel into Derby. If the pitch at Ripley is
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excluded from consideration, there are insufficient pitches, with a need to sustain 2.5 more
games at peak time. The total requirement to meet current demand in Amber Valley
Borough is therefore 2 pitches.
Latent Demand
5.32 Reflecting the analysis of pitch usage at peak time, both hockey clubs believe that there
are insufficient pitches of the appropriate standard for hockey in the Borough now, and
that facilities (in terms of both quality and quantity) inhibit growth. Clubs suggest that there
is scope to increase the number of teams if access to facilities of the right standard is
improved. This message was also conveyed in 2013.
FPM Modelling
5.33 Analysis of the actual usage of pitches against the hours that they are available can be
compared with findings of the Sport England Facility Planning Model, a theoretical model
based upon national parameters. It includes full sized pitches only. Analysis prepared for
Amber Valley indicates that overall;
•

the FPM modelling includes two full sized pitches within Amber Valley. Taking into
account the hours that pitches are available for community use, pitch remains at 2
pitches. The FPM modelling excludes the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre due to it’s
size, although it is questionable whether this should be the case;

•

supply of pitches per 10000 residents (0.16 pitches) is the second lowest when
compared with neighbouring authorities. It equates to 1480 visits per week;

•

demand is equivalent to 2481 visits per week in the peak period, equivalent to 3.35
AGPs;

•

whilst overall demand equates to 3.35 AGPs, the separate data for football and
hockey illustrates that demand equates to less than 1 AGPs for hockey while there is
demand equivalent to 2.6 football pitches;

•

based purely upon a baseline supply and demand assessment, the modelling
therefore reveals a shortfall of 1.3 pitches, with a particular lack of provision for
football;

•

satisfied demand takes into account the location of existing pitches. Analysis
demonstrates that 91% of demand is satisfied, 65% of demand is however exported
to other areas. The model estimates that only around 220 visits or 9% of the total
demand for AGPs is unmet. This is an unusually low level of unmet demand,
particularly when taking into account the baseline supply and demand
comparisons. The explanation is in the very high level of exported demand which is
met outside the authority. In effect, there is capacity at pitches in neighbouring
authorities to absorb a very high level of the Amber Valley demand; and

•

the Amber Valley AGPs are calculated to be operating at 82% of their available
capacity. This is because the model indicates that there is over supply of pitch time
for hockey in relation to the hockey demand (Note the model is in theory and does
not necessarily reflect the actual situation). The model reveals that football on the
other hand has higher demand than supply but does not have enough pitch time.
So when looking at the programme of the pitches for the combined use they are

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

70

estimated to be 82% full. A change in the programming to provide more time for
football would increase the used capacity to 100%.
5.34 The conclusions of the modelling undertaken by Sport England therefore suggest that;
•

neighbouring authorities have an important role to play in meeting the demand
from residents of Amber Valley;

•

Amber Valley has a deficit whereby demand for pitches exceeds supply, based on
the combined use for football and hockey. There is scope to reduce the deficit for
football and meet the hockey demand by programming more time for football.
Even if this was done, supply would still remain lower than demand, with the model
suggesting that there is a need for 3g pitches and one full size pitch; and

•

the provision of one new pitch would almost meet the demand for both sports.
However, if the FA policy of moving more and eventually all football onto 3g pitches
this would require further 3g pitches and more than the model is estimating. It would
also leave more capacity on the water and sand based pitches. One option could
be to convert the sand based pitch surface to 3g as well as provide a new 3g pitch.

5.35 The model therefore does not reveal a requirement for additional sand based AGP
provision. It should however be noted that this does not necessarily reflect the situation on
the ground in Amber Valley. The popularity of the sport in the Borough means that hockey
usage is much higher than the model estimates.
England Hockey Perspective
5.36 The England Hockey Facilities Strategy (2017) provides a perspective on the facilities that
the Governing Body perceive to be required for hockey. The vision of the document is for
every club in England to have appropriate and sustainable facilities that provide excellent
experiences for players. It sets three key objectives;
•

Protect - safeguard existing hockey provision;

•

Improve - improve the existing facilities stock at both grass roots and elite levels; and

•

Develop - to strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified
need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include consolidating hockey
provision in an area where appropriate.

5.37 The strategy seeks to provide clear rationale that identifies where multi pitch sites should
be placed and strategic priorities to stabilise the future of England Hockey.
5.38 While England Hockey wish to support the growth of both clubs, the importance of
sustainability is highlighted and it is vital to ensure that there will be sufficient use of pitches
prior to the creation of new / refurbishment of existing facilities.
Future Picture of Provision
5.39 The future requirement for AGPs for hockey will be impacted upon by several things,
including population growth, changes to the demographic profile, club development and
evolving participation trends. These issues are considered in turn in order to build an
accurate picture of future demand.
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Population Change
5.40 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group are
required to generate one team. By applying TGRs to population projections, we can
project the theoretical number of teams that would be generated from population
growth and gain an understanding of future demand. Table 5.7 summarises the
implications of population change and reveals that there will be limited impact.
Table 5.7: Impact of Changes to the Population Profile

Sport and
Age Groups

Hockey
Senior Men
(16-55yrs)
Hockey
Senior
Women (1655yrs)
Hockey Male youth
11 - 15
Hockey
Female Youth
11 - 15

Current
population
in age
group
within the
area

Number
of teams
in age
group
within the
area

Current
TGR

Future
population
in age
group
within the
area (2033)

Change
in
number
of
people
in age
group

Potential
Change
in Team
Numbers
in Age
Group

30624

10

3062

29120

-1504

-0.5

31438

6

5240

29120

-2318

-0.4

3394

7

485

3430

36

0.1

3202

3

1067

3430

228

0.2

5.41 Table 5.7 therefore indicates that population change would result in demands for pitches
declining slightly, but not by a full team in any age group. This is as a result of the reduced
number of people in ages likely to play adult hockey. While there will be a slight increase
in the number of people in the Borough aged appropriately to play junior hockey, this
increase will be insufficient to translate into further teams.
Changes in Participation Trends
5.42 While population growth will have limited impact on participation, England Hockey seek
to increase the number of people playing hockey. There has already been particular
success in this, with a 72% growth in the number of junior hockey players since the last
Olympics. Development initiatives have a particular focus placed upon retention of
existing players as well as an increase in the number of players aged 14+. As a large
hockey club, Belper Hockey Club are central to the delivery of these objectives.
5.43 In addition to the traditional form of the game, new forms of hockey have also recently
been introduced, including Rush Hockey and Back to Hockey. These forms do not require
formal facilities and can be played on any facility. The impact of their introduction and
the rate of transfer to club hockey is not yet known. Belper Hockey Club Ladies have
introduced Back to Hockey with a view to increasing the number of people playing
hockey and have had a degree of success with this scheme. While this currently takes
place outside of peak hours, longer term these new players may translate into additional
teams (and therefore additional demand at peak time) for the club.
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5.44 Belper Hockey Mens Sections are seeking to establish a further male team and one
additional junior team. This could add a requirement for a further 0.5 match equivalents at
peak time. In contrast, Amber Valley Hornets are not currently looking to grow the club
further having recently experienced decline.
5.45 The existing facility stock is already insufficient to adequately accommodate demand,
with the equivalent of two good quality facilities required (only one of the existing two
pitches is good). Any increases in participation will therefore create further pressure.
5.46 If two good quality pitches were provided this would be sufficient to accommodate
current and projected growth - two pitches could accommodate an additional 1.5
matches (3 teams) at peak times over and above current requirements, which is within the
targeted growth levels of Belper Hockey Club.
5.47 The England Hockey Facility Strategy sets criteria for hockey clubs and provides a clear
rationale to determine where multi pitch sites should be placed. Belper Hockey Club do
not meet these target levels currently, however longer term there may be potential to do
so if their growth aspirations can be achieved.
Forthcoming Changes to Supply
5.48 There are no known further plans that will impact upon the supply of AGPs for hockey.
Summary and Key Issues – AGPs for Hockey
5.49 The key issues for hockey are summarised in Section 8.
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6: Football
Introduction
6.1

This section assesses the adequacy of pitches for football in Amber Valley. It includes;
•
•
•
•

a brief overview of the supply and demand for football;
an understanding of activity at individual sites;
a picture of the adequacy of current provision; and
the future picture of provision for football.

Football – An Overview
Pitch Supply
6.2

Since the 2013 strategy was completed, a review of youth football has been completed
by the FA. As a result a number of pitches of different sizes are needed to accommodate
play for teams of different ages and the variety of pitches provided in Amber Valley in
2017 is therefore greater than it was in 2013.

6.3

There are now 59 individual formal football pitches currently available for community use
across Amber Valley. This represents a significant decline on the total number of pitches in
2013, where 86 pitches were available (secured or unsecured for community use).

6.4

Table 6.1 summarises the breakdown of pitches that are available and for reference
purposes, the recommended pitch dimensions for each size of pitch.

6.5

It should be noted that there is some overmarking evident, with some 7v7 / 5v5 and 9v9
pitches overmarked on larger pitches. Table 6.1 includes only the larger pitches. Details of
overmarking where this takes place are included later in this section.
Table 6.1: Football Pitches across Amber Valley Borough
% of Total
Pitch
provision

Number of these
pitches that are
at school sites

Percentage
of Pitches at
school sites

106 x 70 m

Pitches
Available to the
Community
(Used or not
used)
31

53%

3

10%

Junior Football
(age U13 - U16)

88/97 x 56/61 m

17

29%

4

24%

9 v 9 (age U11
and U12)

79 x 52 m

6

10%

1

17%

7 v 7 (age U9
and U10)

61 x 43 m

3

5%

1

33%

5 v 5 (age U7
and U8)

43 x 33 m

1

2%

1

100%

3g Pitch (on FA
Register)

1

2%

0

0%

Total

59

10

17%

Pitch Type
Adult Football
(aged 16+)

Recommended
Pitch Dimensions
(including run off)
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6.6

6.7

Table 6.1 reveals that; of the pitches that are currently available for community use;
•

53% of pitches are full sized grass pitches and a further 29% are youth 11v11 pitches.
Less than 20% of pitches are directly provided for younger teams, despite the new
requirements of the FA Youth Review where age group teams must play on the
correct sized pitch;

•

17% of pitches available are at school sites, where there are greater insecurities
about the future availability of pitches to the community (particularly since the
conversion to academies). This suggests that there is a degree of uncertainty about
the future pitch stock. This will be returned to later; and

•

there is just one 3g pitch available for use for competitive play (only pitches listed on
the FA register can be used). This is located at Belper Leisure Centre.

There are several reasons for the significant decrease in the number of pitches available
across Amber Valley Borough since the previous strategy, specifically;
•

•

•

the reduction in the number of pitches on Council sites that are marked out - this is a
direct reflection of the usage of these pitches, which was revealed to be limited in
2013. The closure of some pitch sites was a key recommendation of the strategy.
While pitches have not been formerly closed, they are no longer marked unless
demand is clearly evident and as a result, the following sites are not in use as formal
pitches this year (although they remain on the booking system and could be
reinstated if booking is requested);
-

Bargate Recreation Ground (No changing rooms)

-

Charles Hill Recreation Ground (No changing rooms)

-

Hammersmith (No changing rooms)

-

Milford (Private now used for grazing)

-

Pit Lane (Shipley Parish Council owned)

a decline in the number of sites offered by other providers; again as a direct result of
decreasing demand. Sites that were available in 2013 but that have not been
maintained as pitches this year include;
-

Smedleys Sports Ground

-

Sitwell Recreation Ground

-

Lea Green Conference Centre (pitch withdrawn this season)

-

Denby Institute (Was used by AFC Loscoe for 2016/17 but they are re-locating
to Charles Hill in 2017/18)

there has been a reduction in the number of pitches provided at some sites (again
due to a lack of demand and the poor condition of some pitches). These include;
-

Manor Recreation Ground
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•

6.8

6.9

Lockton Avenue

the temporary closure of David Nieper Academy (formerly Alfreton Grange Arts
College) for building works which impact on pitch provision - it is believed that there
will be community use agreement for use of playing pitches when the site is
reopened.

The 2013 strategy also identified several pitches that were considered former playing
fields. None have been reinstated as formal pitches, but all remain as grass sites. These are
as follows;
•

Loscoe Miners Welfare;

•

Kirk Langley Football pitch; and

•

Litchfield Group Sports and Social Club.

Pitches that are not operating as formal playing pitches this year are excluded from all
calculations. The loss of any of the closed playing fields listed in this section would
therefore not impact upon the figures outlined in this report. The future of these pitches
and their potential role in meeting current or projected demand will be considered within
the strategy document.
Unsecured Pitches

6.10 While currently available for use, football pitches at school sites must be considered
unsecured, as any change to academy status could see schools have the independence
to withdraw community use. As table 9.1 indicates, with 17% of pitches currently available
at school sites, this could have significant consequences.
6.11 Of the three schools that are currently available;
•

Ripley Academy has a long history of community use, but with academy status
already secured, the school indicate that this is on an informal basis only;

•

Swanwick Hall School currently offers community use and is a community use school
by requirement of planning conditions. This means that community use is likely to
continue at this site, unless the school was to transfer into an academy and new
decisions were made (which has happened in other areas); and

•

Aldercar High School currently has a formal lettings policy, which is reviewed
regularly. The next review date is 2018, meaning that use is only secure until this point
based on current agreements.

6.12 In addition;
•

planning conditions will require David Nieper School to open to the community once
construction is finished and the school have indicated that it is their intention to do
so, and that they are keen to build relationships with local community clubs.

6.13 While 17% of pitches available to the community are at school sites, this represents a
decline on the number of pitches that were available in 2013, with John Flamsteed
Community School, Heanor Gate Science College and Belper School and Sixth Form
College recorded as offering unsecured use. This is reflective of the growing
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independence of schools and the lack of control that Amber Valley Borough Council /
Derbyshire County Council have on community use policies at school sites. This represents
a significant risk to the overall facility stock. The current situation with regards these schools
is as follows;
•

there is no community use of grass pitches at Ecclesbourne School currently,
although other facilities (including an AGP) are available for community use. It may
be possible therefore to negotiate access to the grass pitches at this site if required;

•

while John Flamsteed Community School do not currently permit access to their
grass pitches, they indicate that they may be willing to do so in future years; and

•

neither Belper School and Sixth Form Centre or Heanor Gate Science College
currently open up their facilities for community use and neither would be willing to
do so in future years. The reluctance is attributed to the quality of facilities, as well as
security and cost issues for the school.

3g AGPs
6.14 The FA now approves certain types of AGP for use in competitive fixtures (those listed on
the FA register) and the FA National Facilities Strategy recognises the role that these
facilities play in the provision of facilities for football.
6.15 Supplementing the supply of grass football pitches therefore are the following sites;
•

Belper Leisure Centre - 90.7m x 54m (slightly small sized) 3g pitch;

•

Swanwick Hall School - 60 x 40m (small sized) 3g pitch; and

•

Ecclesbourne School - new small sized 3g pitch.

6.16 Of these, the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre appears on the FA 3g pitch register, meaning
that it has been tested and approved for use for both matches and training. It is only big
enough however to accommodate play up to U13 / U14.
6.17 There are also AGPs of other surface at the following locations;
•

Aldercar High School - 61 x 36 (small sized) sand filled pitch;

•

Somerlea Park 57x36 (small sized) sand filled pitch;

•

The Ripley Academy 100 x 60 (full sized) sand filled pitch;

•

Belper Meadows Sports Club - full sized water based pitch; and

•

Lea Green Learning and Development Centre - 36 x 30 (small sized sandfilled pitch).

Distribution of Playing Fields
6.18 Table 6.2 provides a more detailed breakdown of the distribution of football pitches that
are available for community use across Amber Valley Borough. It clearly demonstrates
that the bulk of provision is in Alfreton and Belper, with no facilities at all in the Western
Parishes and less than 20% in each of Heanor and Belper. The greatest spread of pitch sizes
is found in Ripley.
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6.19 The reduction in pitches since 2013 has occurred in all areas, but it is in the Western
Parishes where this is the most significant, with no pitch provision remaining.
Table 6.2: Distribution of Pitches across Amber Valley

Area

Adult
Football

Youth
Football

9v9

7v7

5v5

1

0

Alfreton

11

5

4

Belper

12

4

1

Heanor

5

5

Ripley

3

3

Full
sized 3g
AGP
0

% of
Total
Pitch
Stock
36%

1

31%
17%

1

2

1

17%

Western
Parishes
TOTAL

0%
31

17

6

3

1

1

6.20 Building on the information in Table 6.2, the scale and distribution of football pitches
demonstrates that with fewer sites than in 2013, residents must travel further to reach a
pitch. It is clear that the number of single pitch sites has decreased, with the majority of
sites that are no longer available being smaller single pitch sites. There is now a greater
focus on larger sites with multiple pitches, such as Eyes Meadow (Duffield), ADASC,
Greenwich Park, which offer economies of scale and the benefits of being able to house
large clubs all one site for training and competitive fixtures.
6.21 Football participation does not stop at local authority boundaries, and there are several
large pitch sites located in relatively close proximity to the Amber Valley boundaries that
influence demand for pitches in the Borough. Like in 2013, pitches outside of the Borough
used by teams from Amber Valley are primarily located in Derby City and include the
Racecourse, Moorways Sports Complex, Derby College, Osmaston Park and Alvaston
Park. These pitches have a significant role to play in accommodating demand from
residents in Amber Valley and this will be returned to later in this section.
Ownership and Management
6.22 Figure 6.1 illustrates that Amber Valley Borough Council is the key provider of football
pitches, providing almost half of the total pitches that are available for community use.
The Council therefore have significant control over the range, type and quality of facilities
available.
6.23 Facilities are also managed and maintained by private clubs, as well as being located at
school sites. Schools are the second largest provider of facilities after the Council and has
highlighted previously, this represents a significant risk to the future stock of facilities. This is
evidenced by the reduction in availability of pitches on school sites since the previous PPS.
6.24 The high proportion of facilities controlled by the local authority emphasises the important
role that the Council has in enabling football participation and the particular reliance that
football has on the public sector. The FA National Strategy recognises the challenges that
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this reliance brings and seeks to increase the number of asset owning clubs, as well as to
work closely with partners to improve the landscape for football.
Figure 6.1: Management of Playing Pitches (pitches available for community use only)

Quality of the Pitch Stock
6.25 All local leagues running within Amber Valley (within their rules) require clubs to keep their
grounds in playable condition (and deemed suitable by the Management Committee).
Pitch quality is therefore an essential component of an effective pitch stock. Leagues must
also now be more stringent about the use of pitches of the correct size for younger age
groups.
6.26 The presence and quality of changing facilities can also be of significance in determining
the suitability of pitches and a lack of facilities can impact on the desirability of grounds
for clubs, particularly where there is a lack of toilets as well as changing facilities.
6.27 There are specific rules relating to pitch quality, changing accommodation and social
facilities for clubs participating in leagues at levels on the football pyramid and this will be
returned to later. Pitch quality and changing accommodation are therefore as important
as the number of pitches.
Views on the Pitch Stock across Amber Valley
6.28 The 2013 PPS revealed that almost half of all clubs were dissatisfied and that in general
clubs were concerned about the drainage of pitches, playing surface and the amount of
bumps and the poor quality of some changing accommodation. Clubs also highlight the
impact that the use of pitches for other recreational activities has on the overall quality of
the facilities, and the amount of litter and dog fouling is considered to be poor by several
clubs.
6.29 It also revealed that concerns were greater on Council pitch sites and that private clubs
were most likely to be satisfied.
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6.30 Consultation undertaken as part of this review indicates that the level of dissatisfaction has
increased slightly, with quality concerns still high on the agenda for many respondents.
Interestingly, a much higher proportion of clubs cite challenges securing appropriate
pitches (particularly those with junior teams) than was evident in 2013. This may be a
consequence of the number of sites that have been taken out of use, but equally is likely
to be reflective of the impact of the FA Youth review, which requires teams to play on
appropriately sized pitches.
6.31 Figure 6.2 illustrates the opinions of clubs and highlights that a lack of facilities for training
and youth football are perceived to be the key barriers to football development in Amber
Valley. The cost of hiring facilities and challenges recruiting coaches are also issues for
clubs, as well as issues attracting funding. Not all barriers to football development are
therefore directly related to facilities.
Figure 6.2: Barriers to Club Development

Site Visits - Pitch Quality
6.32 Site visits were undertaken by NAA as part of the development of this assessment. A check
and challenge of the process was also undertaken with the FA and the Institute of
Groundsman (IOG) Regional Pitch Advisor, who reviewed the evaluations undertaken.
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6.33 Site visits reveal that almost all pitches are categorised as standard (based upon the views
of providers / users / site visits). There are few pitches of very high quality and most scores
are positioned between 50% (a low standard score) and 65% (mid standard score).
6.34 The average score achieved by pitches visited is 61%, which falls within the standard
range. This is based upon the appearance of pitches and the maintenance programme
that has been undertaken.
6.35 While the non-technical assessment form provides a means of classifying pitches in order
to determine their capacity (triangulating data with consultation findings), the site visits
also provide further judgement on pitch quality. Site visit scores are not however
comparable to those undertaken in 2013, as the matrices used are different (as previous
matrices were compliant with the previous Playing Pitch Methodology Towards a Level
Playing Field).
6.36 The key issues arising from site visits, as well as consultations with clubs were;
•

drainage arises as one of the key issues, with evidence of poor drainage on many
pitches. This is particularly significant as visits took place during November, when
preceding weather conditions had been good, meaning that there is scope for
greater drainage issues to arise during the winter months. It is clear that the majority
of pitches (particularly those on Council sites) do not have drainage installed and
instead are merely marked on recreational land;

•

the lack of drainage causes some issues with grass coverage (particularly in goal
areas) and surfaces on some sites are uneven. There are also some sites with
evidence of weeds in the sward;

•

many of the pitches would benefit from earth quaking and vertidraining to relieve
compaction, this can occur due to a variety of reasons, including heavy usage,
poor drainage and restricted maintenance regimes;

•

many sites are subjected to informal use due to their location in public parks, which
places further pressures on the pitches. There was evidence of dog fouling on some
sites during site visits, as well as other informal uses (motorbikes etc); and

•

many sites had poor goalposts, some of which represented health and safety
concerns. Maintenance had clearly been undertaken in the goalmouths recently at
some sites, but posts remained poor.

6.37 In addition to the non technical assessments, the FA and IOG have also undertaken full
site visits with PQS testing through the FA Pitch Improvement Programme at several sites.
The key recommendations arising at these sites were as follows;
•

ADASC - introduction of appropriate maintenance regime, initial decompaction
and ongoing spiking, improvement of drainage through soil addition and sports
mole draining. An end of season renovation programme should also be introduced;

•

Codnor Boys FC - introduction of appropriate maintenance regime, initial
decompaction and ongoing spiking, purchase of new machinery, particularly a
compact tractor. An end of season renovation programme should also be
introduced;
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•

Holbrook Sports FC - decompaction to improve root depth, overseeding of grass to
improve quality and coverage, purchase of improved machinery and exploration of
potential options for irrigation; and

•

Swanwick Pentrich Road FC - requires decompaction and improved maintenance
processes. Application of sand would improve soil make up and aid drainage. Club
require access to improved machinery (combination turf grooming tool).

6.38 The check and challenge process undertaken by the FA / IOG specifically for this
assessment indicated the following issues with Whitemoor Recreation Ground and Eyes
Meadow;
•

current maintenance practices are inadequate - further sports turf maintenance
needs to be undertaken to meet needs of football in the area;

•

pitch quality varied on both sites, with pitches at both ends of the quality spectrum
on both sites;

•

there were particular issues with levels requiring remedial work; and

•

pitches were suffering from severe compaction, poor grass covering and heavy
weeds.

Views on Pitch Quality
6.39 Figures 6.2 and 6.3 evaluate the user perception (club) of barriers and pitch quality. Figure
6.4 illustrates that the quality of provision is believed to be relatively static since 2013,
although some clubs do believe that improvement has occurred. Positively, more believe
that quality has improved than think it has declined. Maintenance and drainage
improvements are the key reasons given for the improvements identified.
Figure 6.3: Trends in Pitch Quality
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6.40 While some improvements are believed to have occurred, the concerns raised by clubs
remain similar to those highlighted in 2013, and also reflect the findings of site visits,
specifically;
•

maintenance related issues (line markings / grass cuttings);

•

the impact of recreational use on pitch provision - litter and dog fouling;

•

condition of changing accommodation; and

•

drainage issues.

Quality of AGPs
6.41 Table 6.3 summarises the 3g AGPs across the Borough and highlights any quality issues
identified, as well as
Table 6.3: Quality of AGPs
Site Name

Size
(M)

FA
Register

Quality Issues Identified

Overall Rating

Belper Leisure
Centre

90.7 x
54

Yes

Relatively new facility in good
condition. Includes associated
changing accommodation

Good

No

Small sized pitch in adequate
condition

No

New facility currently in good
condition

Swanwick Hall
School
Ecclesbourne
School

60 x
40
Small
sized

Standard

Good

Demand
Current Participation – Match Play
6.42 Table 6.4 overleaf summarises the teams currently based in Amber Valley. In total there
are 215 teams, which represents a significant increase on the number of teams identified
in 2013 (192).
6.43 It demonstrates that 26% of teams are senior teams, with the remainder being age group
teams. In 2013, 36% of teams played senior football, indicating that overall the proportion
of younger teams has increased, potentially as a result of the findings of the FA youth
review. Almost all growth is in the younger age groups (5v5 and 7v7) suggesting that if this
level of activity can be sustained, participation may increase across the Borough in future
years.
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Table 6.4: Football Teams in Amber Valley (2017)
Format of Football
Football Adult Male
Football Adult Female
Football Youth Male
Football Youth Female
Football 9v9 Male
Football 9v9 Female
7V7 Male
7v7 Female
5v5

Number of
Teams
2017

Trends Since 2013

53

Remained fairly static - slight decline of 1 team

3

Remained fairly static - slight decline of 1 team

34

Now split into youth and 9v9 teams. Overall participation
very similar

2

Now split into youth and 9v9 teams. Overall participation
very similar

32

Now split into youth and 9v9 teams. Overall participation
very similar

7

Now split into youth and 9v9 teams. Overall participation
very similar

37

Now split into 5v5 and 7v7. Significant increase in number
of teams recorded

7

Now split into 5v5 and 7v7. Significant increase in number
of teams recorded

40

Now split into 5v5 and 7v7. Significant increase in number
of teams recorded

Teams classified according to format and therefore pitches required. Girls in the Derbyshire Girls and Ladies
League play 9v9 at older age.

6.44 It must be noted that while almost all adult teams and those aged U13 and above based
within Amber Valley play within the Borough, the league structure means that a high
proportion of mini soccer teams and teams aged up to U12 travel to Derby to play. This is
because the Derby Junior Football League and Kickstart Youth League operate as central
venue leagues and the Rowsley and District Youth League also runs central venues for
younger players. The Derbyshire Girls and Ladies League operates similarly. As these teams
are derived from residents of Amber Valley (and indeed the teams are likely to return to
Amber Valley when they require home venues) they are included within the above
figures.
6.45 This situation was also evident in 2013 and to some extent explains the lower number of
smaller sized pitches that are provided. The travel outside of the Borough to central
venues results in lower levels of demand for pitches for competitive play within Amber
Valley Borough itself.
Club Structure and Participation Trends
6.46 As in 2013, the majority of teams in Amber Valley are based in large clubs offering
progression opportunities either through fielding teams from mini soccer up to adults, or by
forging links with clubs catering for different age groups. All large clubs in existence in 2013
remain and several clubs have merged since the previous PPS, including Ripley Town and
Ripley Rangers (now Ripley Town), ADASC and Leabrooks Juniors. This further strengthens
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the club structure in the Borough but can also present challenges, with large clubs
generally seeking venues that can accommodate all of their teams on one site.
6.47 Reflecting the picture painted relating to participation trends in Amber Valley in Table 6.4,
all responding adult leagues indicate that participation is declining, while junior leagues
are either experiencing static playing numbers or growth. These patterns are similar to
those generally found nationwide and suggest that while there are strong foundations at
junior level for growth, there are issues with the transition between junior and adult
football. The projected population profile of the Borough (a particular reduction in people
of adult age groups) outlined in Section 3 may exacerbate this further.
Pyramid Clubs
6.48 As in 2013, there are several clubs playing in the Non-League System within Amber Valley.
While this means that there are strong opportunities for players to progress from grass roots
football through to the football league pyramid, as a result of the standard of football
played, there are specific requirements that must be adhered to in relation to the facilities
provided at the home ground.
6.49 Table 6.5 summarises these clubs and highlights the ground grading requirements that
must be met. If clubs continue to progress up the pyramid, requirements and regulations
for facilities that clubs must adhere to will become more onerous.
Table 6.5: Pyramid Clubs
League
Club
Belper Town FC
Belper United
Alfreton Town
Heanor Town
Holbrook Sports and
Reserves
Holbrook St Michaels
Swanwick Pentrich
Road and Reserves

Northern Premier
League
East Midlands
Counties League
Vanarama National
League North.
Midlands Football
League
East Midlands
Counties League
Central Midlands
League South
Central Midlands
League South

National
League
Step
Step 4
Step 6
Step 2
Step 5
Step 6
Step 7
Step 7

Associated
Ground
Grading
Requirements
Grade C
Grade G
Grade B
Grade E
Grade G

Current Location

Marstons Stadium /
Alton Manor
Anderson Arena Displaced out of
area / Alton Manor
Impact Arena
Heanor Town
Ground
Holbrook Miners
Welfare
Holbrook Park
Highfield Road

6.50 Ground
grading
specifications
are
available
in
full
at
http://nav.thefa.com/sitecore/content/TheFA/Home/Leagues/NationalLeagueSystem/Gr
oundGrading.Any issues identified at each site in relation to meeting these criteria will be
evaluated later in this section.
6.51 ADASC have also highlighted an aspiration to progress on to the national league pyramid
and should they be successful, facilities of appropriate standard will also be required at
their site.
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Displaced Demand
6.52 Given the close proximity of neighbouring authorities, there is a degree of movement of
football clubs. This is particularly evident for younger teams as outlined earlier, who travel
to central venues. Teams primarily travel into Derby, but also play in Matlock and
Mansfield. Several clubs highlight the challenges of securing appropriate pitches for
younger teams, but requirements are more limited overall in the Borough due to the local
league structure.
6.53 There is evidence of a small amount of displacement amongst older teams as follows;
•

AFC Lea Holloway now travel out of Amber Valley Borough to play in Stonebroom,
Shirland. The club previously played at the Lea Green Learning and Development
Centre however the pitch recently closed;

•

Belper United - a team playing within the football pyramid, are forced to travel to
Anderson Arena, Derby due to a lack of available facilities meeting ground grading
requirements within Amber Valley Borough; and

•

Allestree FC, a Derby based team, travel in to Amber Valley Borough to play at Eyes
Meadow, due to a lack of facilities of appropriate quality in Derby.

6.54 The displacement of these teams will be returned to later in this section.
6.55 While the league structure provides clear justification for the limited numbers of smaller
sized pitches in the Borough, some clubs indicated during the consultation process that
they enter their teams into leagues using central venues as a result of the lack of available
options for play in the Borough. Several clubs have teams playing in home and away
leagues (eg Chad Mansfield / Young Elizabethan Football League) as well as central
venues. Pitch provision therefore still does influence decision making and participation,
even if teams are travelling outside of Amber Valley to participate.
Training Needs
6.56 The FA seeks to promote the use of 3g pitches for clubs to train. There are limited 3g
pitches in Amber Valley Borough at present, with only facilities at Belper Leisure Centre
Ecclesbourne School and Swanwick Hall School (small size) available to use.
6.57 Consultation with clubs demonstrates use of these facilities, as well as others, as follows;
•

use of the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre (primarily large clubs in Belper, including
Belper Town, Belper Sports, Belper United and Codnor Boys);

•

floodlit grass training area in Belper as part of Belper Town FC facilities;

•

use of Swanwick Hall 3g pitch (including ADASC and Bargate Kestrals) and AGP at
Ecclesbourne School;

•

use of sand based pitches within Amber Valley - in particular the pitches at Aldercar
High School and Ripley Academy are popular;

•

travel outside of the Borough to pitches in nearby authorities. In particular, clubs use
facilities at the University of Derby, Moorways Sports Complex, Eastwood, Tibshelf
Community College;
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•

use of indoor facilities at local schools; and

•

use of grass at weekends. Sites known to be used during the football season include
Eyes Meadow and Woodbridge Junior School. Eyes Meadow in particular is used
extensively on a Saturday morning as matches primarily take place on a Sunday
morning.

6.58 Even within clubs, teams are travelling to train at different venues.
6.59 Club consultation demonstrates that a greater proportion of clubs are dissatisfied with
facilities for training than are satisfied. This is set out in Figure 6.4.
Figure 6.4: Satisfaction with Training Facilities

6.60 A perceived lack of training facilities arose as one of the key issues for football in Amber
Valley and this was clearly more apparent than in 2013. Concerns raised included;
•

there are perceived to be insufficient pitches - there is only one larger 3g pitch and
so teams are forced to travel long distances. Several clubs believe that the training
venues used are off-putting for parents;

•

the cost of facilities is considered a barrier to usage, with teams unable to afford
high rental charges to use 3g pitches;

•

all available slots (on sand based pitches as well as 3g) are either too early (before
6) or late. Clubs are required to travel or use indoor facilities; and

•

there are quality issues on some sites - Aldercar High School is reported to have an
ongoing issue with drainage. All available pitches are small sized which does not
make good training venues. Many of the small sites also do not provide toilet
facilities;
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Educational Demand
6.61 All schools in Amber Valley have their own playing fields. While not all schools mark out
their playing field area as formal pitches, most have the capacity to do and there is
almost no use of other sites.
6.62 There is however only limited use of school facilities for football by the community, and
some schools permit access to other facilities (AGP / media rooms / school halls etc) but
not grass pitches. For those schools that do permit community use, while curricular use
impacts on the overall ability to sustain community play, school use of grass pitches has
limited impact on peak time demand and the availability of pitches, as this largely takes
place midweek.
6.63 The Amber Valley School Sports Partnership deliver football competitions for both primary
and secondary schools and this is the most popular activity in the programme. The
majority of schools participate in the activity meaning that school playing fields are used
for curricular activity and school sites are therefore able to sustain fewer community
games per week on average than facilities owned and managed by other providers to
protect against quality deterioration. Participation in the sport at a school level does
however help to provide strong foundations for the overall development of football in the
Borough.
Casual Demand
6.64 Many of the sites in Amber Valley also function as public recreational areas and this was
considered to be a key influence on pitch quality by clubs, with dog fouling in particular
emerging as a key issue for many pitch users. While this recreational use is not necessarily
extensive enough to reduce the capacity of pitches, particularly during the winter months,
it impacts upon the player experience on occasion and also renders pitches which
frequently suffer unpopular.
Adequacy of Pitch Provision – Assessing Supply and Demand information and Views
6.65 The Sport England Methodology enables evaluation of the adequacy of provision, taking
into account both the quality and number of pitches provided. The approach to analysis
however differs from the previous assessment carried out in Amber Valley in 2013 (which
was compliant with Towards a Level Playing Field) which considered only the overall
supply of pitches at peak time.
6.66 The new methodology ensures that adequacy is measured both over the course of a
week and at peak time using the concept of match equivalents. There is a strong
interrelationship between the quality of a pitch and the amount of matches that it can
sustain.
Weekly Capacity
6.67 The quality of the pitch has a greater influence on weekly capacity - this directly impacts
the number of matches that can be sustained. Table 6.6 summarises the guidelines used
with regards pitch capacity (extracted from Sport England Guidance on the Production of
a Playing Pitch Strategy, prepared by the FA).
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Table 6.6: Capacity based upon Pitch Quality
Agreed pitch quality rating

Adult Football

Youth Football

Mini Soccer

Number of match equivalent sessions a week
Good
Standard
Poor

3
2
1

4
2
1

6
4
2

6.68 There are a small number of examples evident of overmarking (where one pitch is marked
with two sets of lines to cater for different age groups). Where additional markings have
been added over the top of existing pitches, pitches are only counted once (as the
largest size pitch). For example, a senior pitch with 9v9 markings is considered to be a
senior pitch. The use of the pitch by the 9v9 team is however taken into account. For the
purposes of analysis therefore, it has been assumed that where a senior or youth pitch is
used by a team playing 9v9, 7v7 or 5v5, this is equivalent to half a match equivalent, due
to the more limited wear and tear that such teams generate on the pitch as a result of
smaller players and shorter playing periods, as well as reduced numbers. This is in line with
existing Sport England guidance.
Peak Time Demand
6.69 Peak time demand is determined by evaluating the number of match equivalents at peak
time and comparing it to the number of pitches available. Peak time is deemed to be the
period in which the most play on that pitch type takes place. It is this area of analysis that
is more directly comparable with the information presented in 2013.
6.70 Pitches can only be considered to have spare capacity at peak time when they are not
already utilised to their full capacity over the course of a week. An adult pitch that is not
used on a Saturday afternoon (Borough wide peak time), but is used more than three
times per week at other times (Saturday morning, Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon
for example) would not be considered able to sustain additional play either at peak time,
or at other times, even though no one would be using the facility then, as this would be
detrimental to the quality of the pitch.
6.71 While adult leagues in the area have specific (and non-flexible) kick off times, kick off
times for the younger teams can generally be staggered, ensuring that clubs are able to
accommodate all desired play. In general, this means that peak time is less focused and
that more matches can be accommodated on one pitch (subject to weekly capacity). It
is clear however that the majority of football taking place in Amber Valley is older age
groups, with younger teams travelling to central venues. Current patterns of play are as
follows;
•

Senior Football – play in Amber Valley is dispersed across the weekend. Teams
playing at a higher standard, including those in the national football pyramid, kick
off on a Saturday afternoon and it is at this time when the highest number of adult
teams play. Ladies football is all played on a Sunday afternoon and the Alfreton
and District Sunday Football League also kicks off on a Sunday afternoon meaning
that this too is a busy period. Teams playing on a Sunday morning are primarily
playing in the Derby City Football League or the Derby Taverners Football League

•

Youth football – almost all youth football also takes place on a Sunday morning, with
only a small number of teams playing Saturday. Some leagues provide teams with
an option to play Saturday or Sunday (YEL / Derby City) enabling teams to balance
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their fixtures and match demand with pitch availability. The majority of teams
playing at youth level play in the Derby City Football League
•

9v9 Football - most teams playing 9v9 football play on a Sunday morning although
again a small number of teams participate in games on a Saturday morning. All
teams playing 9v9 football within Amber Valley (ie requiring home venues within the
Borough) play on a Sunday morning. This means that 9v9 pitches are required at the
same time as youth pitches as well as at a time when a high number of senior
games are also played

•

5v5 and 7v7 - the majority of mini soccer takes place on a Sunday morning,
although there are some teams playing on a Saturday morning. Matches in the
Derbyshire Girls and Ladies League all take place on a Saturday morning. The
majority of matches take place outside of Amber Valley at central venues, however
there is a small amount of play within the Borough on both a Saturday and Sunday
morning.

6.72 The above indicates therefore that demand in Amber Valley is fairly well spread, with
adult play being particularly evenly distributed. Overall however it is clear that the highest
total demand exists on a Sunday morning, when teams of all age groups are looking to
play. The spread of play across the weekend can mean that greater pressures are placed
on pitches, as they can be required to meet demand in several time slots.
Measuring Demand on AGPs
6.73 There is only one AGP in the Borough listed on the FA Register of 3g pitches and this pitch is
the only pitch that can be used for competitive fixtures. It appears that there are relatively
few games that take place on this pitch, with only one team listing it as their permanent
home venue. Discussion with the provider of this pitch suggests that the site is only used in
bad weather, when teams start to approach the venue as their grass pitch matches are
called off.
6.74 To ensure the full context is understood, the use of AGPs will therefore be considered
separately, but the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre will also be evaluated within the context
of grass pitch provision to ensure that the role that the pitch does (and could) play in
meeting competitive fixture requirements is accurately determined. It should also be
noted that there is potential that this pitch will be used as a central venue for Derby Junior
league in future years, as preliminary talks are believed to have taken place.
6.75 Primarily to evaluate capacity and take up, the methodology indicates that the
adequacy of AGPs is measured through;
•

the amount of play that a site is able to sustain (based upon the number of hours
that the pitch is accessible to the community during peak periods up to a maximum
of 34 hours per week). Peak periods have been deemed to be Monday to Thursday
18:00 to 21:00; Friday 17:00 to 19:00 and Saturday and Sunday 09:00 to 17:00;

•

the amount of play that takes place (measured in hours);

•

whether there is any spare capacity at the site based upon a comparison between
the capacity of the site and the actual usage; and

•

any other key issues relating to the site which have arisen through consultation.
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Grass Pitches - Situation at Individual Sites
6.76 Table 6.7 provides a summary of the activity that takes place at each site offering
community use in Amber Valley Borough. It sets out the current supply and demand and
outlines whether the pitch is being overplayed, played to the appropriate level or is able
to sustain additional fixtures. Any other issues arising with the site, including key quality
concerns, are also briefly summarised.
6.77 Quality ratings are derived from a combination of site visits and consultation. Site visit
scores do not necessarily correlate directly with the rating given, as club and provider
feedback, as well as the overall impression at the time of the site visit is also taken into
account to produce a final rating. Site visit scores for example may be influenced by a
good (and therefore highly scoring) maintenance programme, but if this is ineffective due
to underlying issues, quality is reduced.
6.78 Issues will be explored by pitch type and location, however the key issues emerging from
site overviews are as follows;
•

the majority of pitches in the Borough are able to sustain additional play across the
week. While several sites are used in more than one time slot, there remains spare
capacity on the majority of pitches. Despite this, many sites demonstrate evidence
of wear and tear, particularly compaction

•

overplay is primarily concentrated on pitches at the home of private clubs,
specifically Heanor Town, Holbrook St Michaels, Holbrook Welfare, Sleetmoor Lane
(ADASC) and Eyes Meadow (Duffield Dynamos). Outside of Heanor Town, there is
no overplay at any Council managed facility. In some instances, the clubs owning /
managing sites are permitting additional usage of their facility in order to secure
additional income

•

only four sites contain pitches that are played to the level that they can sustain. Two
of these are primarily associated with club bases - Kilburn Miners Welfare and Eyes
Meadow, while Ripley Academy 9v9 pitch is played to the level it can sustain due to
the requirement to accommodate curricular as well as community activity. Alton
Manor Recreation Ground is the most heavily used Council venue and this site
cannot sustain any further activity

•

following the temporary closure (sites not marked out this year) of several sites, there
are few pitches that are available to the community that have limited use. Some
sites however do not have any clear regular usage (more likely acting as ad hoc
overspill). These include Alfreton Welfare Recreation Ground, some pitches at
Greenwich Park, some pitches at Riddings Park and Swanwick Welfare Recreation
Ground. There is also relatively limited use (less than one match equivalent per
week) at Codnor Recreation round, Crayshill Park, Dobholes Lane, Ironville, some
pitches at Lockton Avenue and Manor Road Recreation Ground. The two pitches
on Greenwich Park had new drainage installed in 2016 and will be ready for play
Sept 17.

•

the strong spread of play means that peak time demand is more dispersed and as a
consequence, can often mean that pitches are required to sustain a greater
number of matches (leading to capacity pressures when taking into account the
level of activity across the week). As demonstrated however, in Amber Valley, it is
clear that pitches can sustain more play across the week. This situation is also
echoed at peak time, with most sites able to fit in more matches at the peak time
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for their respective type of football. Alton Manor Recreation Ground, Swanwick
Highfield Road, Heanor Town, Eyes Meadow, Holbrook St Michaels and Holbrook
Welfare are the only sites where adult pitches are at capacity at peak time. All of
these sites currently host teams playing at a high standard (and therefore more likely
to play on a Saturday). Availability of adult pitches at other times will be returned to
later in this section, as it is clear that there are pressures on different types of pitches
at different times (and indeed that adult pitches are also used by younger teams on
some sites). Similarly for youth football, most sites can sustain further play on a
Sunday morning, with only ADASC, Eyes Meadow, Heanor Miners Welfare, Thornton
Playing Field and Thomas William at capacity. There are few pitches of smaller size,
but only those at ADASC, Eyes Meadow and Ripley Academy are unable to sustain
more games at peak time. Reflecting the level of use across the week, in general
therefore there is good availability of pitches at peak time
•

the lack of capacity issues at sites (as well as the use of central venues outside of
the Borough for younger teams) reflects the limited amount of overmarking that
takes place. Only Dobholes Lane, ADASC Sports Ground and Swanwick Hall School
demonstrate any overmarking during the current season

•

some sites offering spare capacity in reality are unsecured – i.e. the long term
availability of these pitches for community use cannot be guaranteed. This is true of
both Ripley Academy and Swanwick Hall School, as well as Woodbridge Junior
School. There is scope to increase use of almost all pitches on these sites, but
removal of access to the pitches would cause relocation of existing teams, as well
as removal of the spare capacity. The impact of this will be returned to later in this
section.

6.79 Site by site analysis therefore indicates that there is a good supply of pitches in relation to
the demand. This echoes the situation in 2013, where it was found that surplus adult
pitches outweighed shortages of junior and mini pitches.
6.80 While some steps have been taken to reduce the number of pitches that are available, it
is clear that overall, there remains sufficient capacity in the pitch stock to meet demand.
This does however disguise localised pressures, some of which were referred to by teams
during consultations and heavy use of some pitches.
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Table 6.7: Site Specific Usage at each site (community sites that are available regardless of whether they are used or not)
Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Alfreton

Sleetmoor
lane/ADASC

adult
11v11

4

standard

5

4

Able
sustain
play

youth
11v11

1

standard

-1

0

Overplayed

9v9

1

standard

-1

0

Overplayed
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Site Overview

to
more

Large site accommodating a variety
of play. 9v9 and 7v7 pitch cover same
area and are heavily used as a result no remaining capacity at peak time
and no spare capacity across the
week. Significant remaining spare
capacity on adult pitches. Pitches
amongst higher quality in borough,
but demonstrate evidence of wear
and tear, with some compaction and
unevenness and areas of sparse grass,
particularly those accommodating
younger teams. Site is relatively flat but
further drainage works are required if
usage is to be increased, drainage on
some pitches now worse than others.
Changing
accommodation
also
insufficient to accommodate the
number of teams that use the site. FA
assessment indicates pitches require
introduction
of
appropriate
maintenance and renovation regime,
decompaction
and
improved
drainage.
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Alfreton welfare

adult
11v11

1

standard

2

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Site not currently used for regular
competitive activity meaning that
there is scope to accommodate a
match equivalent at peak time, and 2
match equivalents across the week.
Some ad hoc use as overspill facility
and grass was long (but pitch marked)
at time of visit. Lack of changing
accommodation on site impacts on
attractiveness of facility and clubs
indicate that site suffers from extensive
dog fouling.

Crayshill Park

9v9

1

standard

1.5

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Pitch is uneven, with weeds and
evidence of skid marks. Receives
limited formal use (0.5 match
equivalents per week) but does also
accommodate some recreational
activity due to location in greenflag
park.
Scope
to
accommodate
additional play at peak time (1) as
well as 1.5 match equivalents across
the week. Clubs indicate that more
frequent maintenance is required on
this site.
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Highfield
Road/Pentrich
Road FC

adult
11v11

1

standard

1

0

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Venue for team playing at high
standard, capacity to accommodate
further play across the week, but no
further play possible at adult peak
time (Saturday PM). Facility requires
decompaction
and
improved
maintenance processes as well as
application of sand to improve soil
make up and drainage. Ancillary
facilities may benefit from updating
and club require improved machinery.

Impact Arena

adult
11v11

1

good

2

0

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Good quality site accommodating
team at Step 2 of league pyramid.
Capacity to increase usage in theory
both across the week, but used on a
Saturday afternoon (adult peak time).
In practice, site does not offer realistic
spare capacity for other clubs.

Ironville

adult
11v11

1

standard

1.5

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Spare capacity both across the week
and at peak time, with the only usage
occuring on a Sunday afternoon.
There is scope for a further small pitch
on the site. Evidence of thatching on
the pitch and undulation, but site
contains small changing facility. Posts
require
replacement
and
clubs
consider site to be in poor condition.

Riddings park

9v9

1

standard

1.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Spare capacity on all pitches both
across the week and at peak time.
Pitches
served
by
changing
accommodation. All pitches on site
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

adult
11v11

1

standard

1

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

2

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

adult
11v11

2

standard

2

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

1

2

Able to sustain more play

Swanwick
Welfare

youth
11v11

2

standard

4

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

No regular usage of pitch currently
means that there is spare capacity on
site. Pitches are slightly uneven and
contain
weeds,
evidence
of
goalmouth deterioration despite lack
of regular use suggests that pitches
are being used recreationally.

Watchorn

9v9

1

standard

0.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Spare capacity available both across
the week and at peak time, with the
only current use being at peak time.
Pitch compacted and uneven and
retains water down one side. Poor /
derelict changing accommodation
means changing not available to
teams.

Swanwick
Academy

Hall
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have weeds and are compacted and
there is some evidence of scuffing and
other surface damage. On site slope.

Grass
pitches
accommodating
curricular use as well as being open
for community access. No community
use during football season means that
there is spare capacity both at peak
time and during the week.
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Area

Belper

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Woodbridge
Junior School

7x7

1

Standard

2.5

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Site accommodating both curricular
and community activity as a venue for
local training. Spare capacity at peak
time due to use as a training venue
only, but overall capacity limited due
to need to also service curricular
requirements.

Alton
Rec

adult
11v11

1

standard

0

0

Played
to
level site can
sustain

Barriered pitch in need of qualitative
improvement. No spare capacity
available across the week and
consequently at peak time. Site used
by youth team as well as adult teams.
Some evidence of this heavy usage is
visible, including compaction and
unnevenness and goal posts require
replacement. Issues with informal use
of goals by children result in chewing
up
of
area.
Clubs
believe
maintenance to be insufficient.
Changing available but small in size.

Belper Sports

3g

1

0

1

Eyes Meadow

youth
11v11

3

0

0

Played
to
level site can

Site extensively used for both training
and matches. Pitches played at or
above capacity when taking into

Manor

standard
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Area

Site Name

Holbrook
Michaels

Pitch
Type

/St

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Site Overview

sustain

account training activity. Sufficient
capacity to accommodate just
match play and with further scope for
more play if training was relocated.
No remaining capacity at peak time
due to heavy use across the week. All
pitches showing evidence of heavy
use
and
would
benefit
from
decompaction. Some weeds in sward
and evidence of poor drainage in
parts and some posts would also
benefit from replacement. New
changing accommodation recently
provided.

adult
11v11

2

standard

-0.5

0

Overplayed

9v9

1

standard

-0.5

0

Overplayed

adult
11v11

1

standard

-0.5

0

Overplayed
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Pitch heavily used across the week
(overplayed) hence no remaining
spare capacity or availability at peak
time. Pitch used by youth teams as
well as senior sides. Demonstrating
heavy use, pitch would benefit from
decompaction and there are signs of
undulation and uneven surfaces.
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Site Overview

Holbrook
Welfare

adult
11v11

1

standard

-0.5

0

Overplayed

Pitch heavily used across the week
(overplayed) hence no remaining
spare capacity or availability at peak
time. Used by youth team as well as
senior sides. Demonstrating heavy use,
pitch
would
benefit
from
decompaction.
Also
requires
overseeding and irrigation as well as
purchase of appropriate machinery.
Site includes floodlights and ancillary
facilities but is clearly heavily used

adult
11v11

1

standard

0

0

Played
to
level site can
sustain

Pitch used to level that can be
sustained. High usage starting to show
in goal mouths, but overall pitch in
reasonable condition. No further
capacity across the week or at peak
time. Includes barriered fence and
spectator area

adult
11v11

2

standard

3.5

2

Able
sustain
play

Two pitches on site both offering spare
capacity across the week and at
peak time. Scope to provide a third
pitch (albeit on a slight slope). Despite
relatively limited use, pitches showing
signs of wear and recent repair.
Changing accommodation provided,
but some weeds in the sward and
posts require replacement.

Kilburn
Welfare

Miners

Manor
recreation area
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Marsden
Ground (Belper
Town FC)

adult
11v11

1

good

1.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

High quality pitch with capacity for
further usage across the week in
theory. Site accommodates pyramid
team and therefore in practice does
not represent true spare capacity for
community football.

Thornton
Playing
fields/Derwent
Street

adult
11v11

1

standard

1

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

1

0

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Some spare capacity across the week
on both pitches, but used to full
potential at peak time for youth
matches (Sunday morning). Pitch
quality standard, with lush grass but a
slightly undulating surface. Lack of
changing accommodation may limit
attractiveness to users.

adult
11v11

2

standard

2.5

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Spare capacity available both across
the week and at peak time.
Opportunities for additional play
available in all timeslots but used by
youth team as well as senior sides.
Pitches
demonstrating
recent
maintenance to improve drainage
and compaction.

adult
11v11

1

standard

0.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

1

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Limited community use of grass
pitches at present means that there is
capacity to sustain additional play at
peak time and throughout the week
although site must also meet curricular
need.

Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground

Heanor

Aldercar
School

high
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Aldercar
Recreation
Ground

adult
11v11

1

standard

1.5

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Small site with only one pitch. Limited
usage but evidence of issues around
goalmouth (sanding) and posts in
poor
condition
and
requiring
replacement. Spare capacity to
increase use by 1.5 match equivalents
across the week and 1 match
equivalent at peak time for adult play.

Codnor
Recreation
Ground

youth
11v11

1

standard

1.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Good flat site which is fenced off
outside use, protecting it from impact
of recreation. Well used, with only 0.5
match equivalents spare capacity
remaining across the week, which
could be accommodated at peak
time. Used by youth team as well as
senior sides. FA assessment indicates
pitches
require
introduction
of
appropriate
maintenance
and
renovation regime, decompaction
and
purchase
of
appropriate
machinery.
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Codnor Sports

adult
11v11

1

standard

0.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Good flat site which is fenced off
outside use, protecting it from impact
of recreation. Well used, with only 0.5
match equivalents spare capacity
remaining across the week, which
could be accommodated at peak
time. Used by youth team as well as
senior sides. FA assessment indicates
pitches
require
introduction
of
appropriate
maintenance
and
renovation regime, decompaction
and
purchase
of
appropriate
machinery.

Dobholes Lane

youth
11v11

1

standard

1.5

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Use for only 0.5 match equivalents per
week means there is capacity to
accommodate a further 1.5 matches,
1 of which could take place at peak
time. Pitch is overmarked and is
undulating, uneven, compacted, and
showing skids and boot indents
suggesting that it is also poorly
drained.

Heanor
town/Mayfield
Ave

adult
11v11

1

standard

-1

0

Overplayed
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Important venue for pyramid football
and also accomodates other play,
including older youth games. Pitch is
used above the level it can sustain
across the week and therefore could
accommodate no further play at
peak time. Heavy usage is evident
and pitch would benefit from
decompaction, but site is well
maintained and cared for.
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Heanor
Welfare

youth
11v11

1

standard

1

0

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Limited use of pitch means that further
play can be accommodated across
the week, but pitch is at capacity at
peak time for youth play (Sunday
morning). There are patches of poor
drainage on the site and no changing
accommodation but overall pitch is
playable

adult
11v11

1

standard

0.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

1.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Pitches on a site capable of
accommodating more if required.
Some capacity for further play on
both pitches, both across the week
and at respective peak periods. The
adult pitch is however full on a Sunday
afternoon. Despite spare capacity,
the pitches show signs of wear and
tear through compaction and recent
maintenance (slitting and sanding)
has been undertaken in a bid to
control this. Site also suffers from the
impact of recreational use.

adult
11v11

2

standard

3

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

7v7

2

standard

8

2

Able
sustain
play

to
more

Miners

Lockton Ave

Ripley

Nottingham
Road Rec
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Site home to senior teams that have
recently folded so capacity to
accommodate further play both
across the week and at peak time.
Spare capacity on adult pitches in all
time slots and limited use of 7v7
pitches as teams are playing in central
venue leagues. Only one pitch clearly
marked at time of site visits, but quality
limited with evidence of weeds and
undulation. Nets held in position by
tape. Pitches hold water and many
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Area

Site Name

Pitch
Type

No.
of
Pitches

Rating

Total
Weekly
Spare
Capacity

Peak
Time

Current
Position

Site Overview

cancellations experienced.
Ripley
Academy

Thomas William

youth
11v11

2

standard

1

1

Able
sustain
play

9v9

1

standard

0

0

Played
to
level site can
sustain

5v5

1

standard

0.5

0.5

Able
sustain
play

to
more

adult
11v11

1

standard

1

1

Able
sustain
play

to
more

youth
11v11

1

standard

1

0

Able
sustain
play

to
more

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

to
more

Pitch
accommodates
some
community use as well as curricular
activity. Limited community activity
currently on grass means that there is
scope for further play at peak time on
youth and 5v5 pitches. No further
scope on 9v9 pitch due to existing
community and curricular use. Pitch
quality standard to poor. Access to
site limited by some constraints on
weekend use due to availability of
caretaker. Pitches are uneven in parts
and club indicate that they cut up
easily.
Spare capacity exists on both pitches
and there is scope to accommodate
additional play at peak time for
adults, although there is no remaining
capacity on a Sunday afternoon.
There is no spare capacity at peak
time for youth football. Pitch quality
standard, with some evidence of poor
drainage and weeds. Site includes
changing facilities and is one of the
more popular venues in the borough
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Current Picture
6.81 The site overviews set out in Table 6.8 provide an understanding of the issues regarding the
adequacy of pitch provision across Amber Valley Borough and the situation at individual
sites.
6.82 Issues can be further evaluated looking first at the adequacy of provision for each type of
pitch, as well as exploring the situation in geographical areas of the Borough.
6.83 The key issues arising are summarised in the sections that follow and the overarching issues
identified are pulled together in a summary table (Table 6.9).
Issues by Pitch Type
Adult Football Pitches (11v11)
6.84 The 2013 PPS revealed significant availability of adult football pitches at peak time,
although this was offset slightly by pressures on youth pitches. Since then, the number of
pitches available has reduced significantly, in part as a result of conscious effort to more
effectively balance supply with demand.
6.85 Table 6.8 overleaf summarises the current use and spare capacity at full size grass football
pitches. Peak time analysis reflects the peak time for adult football (Saturday afternoon).
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Table 6.8: Full Sized Football Pitches

Area

Community
Access
Secured

Match
Play and
Other Use
(Spare
Capacity)

Peak
Time

Standard

8

3

5

4

1

Standard

2

0

2

1

Secured

Alfreton welfare
Highfield
Road/Pentrich
Road FC

1

Standard

2

1

1

0

Secured

Impact Arena

1

good

3

1

2

0

Secured

Ironville

1

Standard

2

0.5

1.5

1

Secured
Unsecured school
academy

Riddings park

1

Standard

2

1

1

1

Secured
Secured
Secured
Secured
Secured
Secured
Secured
Belper

Rating

Total
Match
Equivalents
including
Other
Activity

4

Secured

Alfreton

Site Name
Sleetmoor
lane/ADASC

Number
of
Pitches

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Secured

Swanwick Hall
Academy
Alton Manor
Rec
Eyes Meadow
Holbrook /St
Michaels
Holbrook
Welfare
Kilburn Miners
Welfare
Manor
recreation area
Marsden
Ground (Belper
Town FC)
Thornton
Playing

Current Position
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

2

Standard

4

2

2

2

1

Standard

2

2

0

0

Able to sustain
more play
Played to level
site can sustain

2

Standard

4

4.5

-0.5

0

Overplayed

1

Standard

2

2.5

-0.5

0

Overplayed

1

Standard

2

2.5

-0.5

0

1

Standard

2

2

0

0

2

Standard

4

0.5

3.5

2

Overplayed
Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play

1

Good

3

1.5

1.5

0.5

1

Standard

2

1

1

1
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Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

Availability
across the
week

Availability at Peak Time

14.5 (12.5
excluding
unsecured
pitches)

9 match equivalents (7
excluding unsecured
pitches)

7 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay

5.5 match equivalents
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Area

Community
Access

Match
Play and
Other Use
(Spare
Capacity)

Peak
Time

Current Position

Standard

4

1.5

2.5

2

Able to sustain
more play

1

Standard

2

1.5

0.5

0.5

Able to sustain
more play

1

Standard

2

0.5

1.5

1

1

Standard

2

1.5

0.5

0.5

Secured

Codnor Sports
Heanor
town/Mayfield
Ave

1

Standard

2

3

-1

0

Secured

Lockton Ave

1

Standard

2

1.5

0.5

0.5

Secured

Greenwich Park

2

Standard

4

1

3

2

Secured

Thomas William

1

Standard

2

1

1

1

Secured
Secured

Ripley

Rating

Total
Match
Equivalents
including
Other
Activity

2

Secured
Unsecured
(agreement
only up to
2018)

Heanor

Site Name
fields/Derwent
Street
Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground

Number
of
Pitches

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Aldercar high
School
Aldercar
Recreation
Ground
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Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Overplayed
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

Availability
across the
week

Availability at Peak Time

2 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay
(1.5
excluding
unsecured
pitches)

2.5 match equivalents (2
excluding unsecured
pitches)

4 match
equivalents

3 match equivalents
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6.86 Table 6.8 reveals that as in 2013, there is some spare capacity in the existing stock of adult
pitches across the Borough. The key issues arising are;
•

taking into account overplay (which equates to 2.5 match equivalents) across the
week, there are 27.5 match equivalents available on adult pitches. There is also
good availability at peak time, with 20 match equivalents available. This suggests
that reflecting the views identified in consultation, pitch provision for adults in Amber
Valley remains sufficient and that there is sufficient capacity in the system to allow
rest and recovery and pitch rotation;

•

there are only four sites with adult pitches that are currently overplayed. All of these
accommodate teams playing at a high level (and are higher quality sites), but are
also used by others. These are: Eyes Meadow, Holbrook St Michaels, Holbrook Miners
Welfare and Heanor Town FC. There is no overplay of any of the Council parks
facilities, which have fewer facilities and tend to attract more grass roots single
teams;

•

almost all adult football pitches are able to accommodate more teams with only,
Alton Manor Recreation Ground and Kilburn Miners Welfare are the only two sites
that are played to the level that can be sustained. Again these are higher quality
facilities used by teams playing at a higher level;

•

some sites continue to receive very limited use. Alfreton Welfare has no regular users
(accommodating overspill only), while Ironville, Manor Recreation Area and
Aldercar Recreation Ground all sustain only 0.5 match equivalents per week. In
addition to this, there are, several Council owned pitch sites that are out of action
this season due to lack of demand, or are able to accommodate more pitches than
are currently doing so. This suggests that supply could be boosted if demand arose;
and

•

a similar picture emerges at peak time, with Highfield Road (Swanwick Pentrich
Road FC), Impact Arena, Alton Manor Rec, Eyes Meadow, Holbrook St Michaels,
Holbrook Welfare, Kilburn Miners Welfare (all sites accommodating high level teams)
at capacity, while all other sites are able to host further play. This is however
reflective of the peak time in the Borough (Saturday afternoon) which is when all
teams playing at a higher level kick off.

6.87 It should be noted however that while peak time for adult football is a Saturday afternoon,
the additional use of adult pitches by younger teams (in some instances where pitches are
overmarked / games are played across adult pitches, or more usually where U16 teams
are using smaller adult pitches), means that the highest number of games actually take
place on a Sunday morning. Adult pitches currently used by youth teams as well as adult
sides are as follows;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alton Manor
Holbrook St Michaels
Holbrook Welfare
Thornton Playing Fields
Whitemoor Recreation Ground
Heanor Town
Greenwich Park

6.88 Table 6.9 therefore considers the availability of pitches on a Sunday morning (taking into
account use by both adult and youth teams) and highlights that even though demand is
high at this time, spare capacity still exists. It is important however to recognise that if
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additional play took place on a Saturday afternoon or at other times in the week, the
spare capacity on a Sunday morning may reduce (if capacity across the week was then
met).
Table 6.9: Pitch Availability on a Sunday Morning

Number of
Adult
Pitches

Spare Capacity
on a Sunday
morning
(match
equivalents)

Sleetmoor Lane/ADASC

4

2

Alfreton Welfare

1

1

Highfield Road/Pentrich Road FC

1

1

Impact Arena

1

1

Ironville

1

1

Riddings Park

1

1

Swanwick Hall Academy

2

2

Alton Manor Rec

1

0

Eyes Meadow

2

0

Holbrook /St Michaels

1

0

Holbrook Welfare

1

0

Kilburn Miners Welfare

1

0

Manor Recreation Area

2

1.5

Marsden Ground (Belper Town FC)

1

1

Thornton Playing Fields/Derwent Street

1

0.5

Whitemoor Recreation Ground

2

0.5

Aldercar High School

1

0.5

Aldercar Recreation Ground

1

0.5

Codnor Sports

1

0.5

Heanor Town/Mayfield Ave

1

0

Lockton Ave

1

0.5

Greenwich Park

2

1.5

Thomas William

1

1

Site Name

Spare
Capacity in
each Sub
Area
(match
equivalents)
9

3.5

2

2.5

6.89 Looking in each of the geographical areas, it is clear that the highest pressures on adult
pitches are in Heanor, where spare capacity across the week and at peak time is limited.
Spare capacity in Ripley is also limited, and the stock of facilities is much lower in this area.
While there is a reasonable level of spare capacity in Belper both across the week and at
peak time, availability of adult pitches on a Sunday morning is more constrained, with only
3.5 match equivalents available. In contrast, availability in Alfreton is high, with 12.5 match
equivalents available taking into account overplay.
6.90 This represents a similar picture to 2013 where supply and demand was most closely
aligned in Heanor and Ripley. Until recently when two senior teams folded, supply was also
more constrained in Ripley.
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Impact of none secured community use
6.91 There is a lower reliance on unsecured pitches for adult football than for other forms of the
game, with only two sites containing unsecured pitches - Swanwick Hall School and
Aldercar High School.
6.92 Both of these sites currently accommodate limited community use (only 0.5 match
equivalents at Aldercar High School) meaning that the impact of these pitches no longer
being available would be limited in terms of displacement of current teams. The amount
of spare capacity would however be reduced in both Alfreton (2 match equivalents at
peak time and across the week) and in Heanor (by 0.5 match equivalents across the
week and at peak time). 0.5 match equivalents would also need to be accommodated
elsewhere in Heanor. This means that supply and demand would be very closely matched
in this area, while in Alfreton provision would remain sufficient.
6.93 Supplementing the availability of grass pitches, at peak time, there is one AGP on the FA
register that can be used for competitive football fixtures (Belper Leisure Centre). There is
scope to increase match play on this site, with no clubs currently using this site at the
weekend for their regular home ground. While this pitch could be made available at adult
peak time, the smaller size of the facility means that it is not suitable for adult play.
Impact of Pitch Quality Deterioration
6.94 For adult football therefore, provision is sufficient to meet current demand overall but there
is no room for growth at some of the club grounds, although there are other venues
available for teams to hire. Spare capacity also becomes more limited in Heanor when
evaluating the impact of the withdrawal of community use from school sites.
6.95 While peak time is well spread, meaning that in theory the level of use on each pitch will
be higher (used in many time slots), in reality low levels of use mean that pitches are often
still only used to accommodate 0.5 - 1 match equivalents per week, placing less pressure
on them than may otherwise be the case. It is clear that there are almost two tiers of
football pitches, with those accommodating pyramid teams busy on a Saturday
afternoon, while sites catering largely for the grass roots teams are more heavily played on
a Sunday. As these two types of uses rarely cross, few pitches are used in all time slots,
despite the spread of play.
6.96 Site visits indicated that the majority of pitches currently fall within the standard category
(and are therefore able to sustain two games per week) however many sites scored
towards the lower echelons of this categorisation. Furthermore, site visits were undertaken
in November and it is therefore possible that pitch quality will deteriorate further during the
season, with pitches becoming poor quality as drainage issues arise.
6.97 While not currently required to sustain high numbers of games, deterioration in quality to
poor would see a significant reduction in the overall capacity in the Borough and ensure
that pitches could only sustain one game per week. This would reduce spare capacity
across the weekend and may have particular impact given the spread of play (although
this will be reduced somewhat by the two tiers of provision).
6.98 Making this a greater concern, financial and budget pressures were highlighted as one of
the key worries by many clubs, and local authorities are also facing an era of budgetary
cuts and pressures to reduce services.
6.99 Table 6.10 therefore considers the impact on pitch availability if pitches were to fall into
the poor category. For the purposes of analysis, pitches achieving a score of 60% or below
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have been considered likely to become poor over the course of a season (following
periods of heavy play). This affects capacity at the following pitches;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alfreton welfare
Ironville
Riddings park
Manor recreation area
Thornton Playing fields/Derwent Street
Aldercar Recreation Ground
Greenwich Park
Thomas William
Two of four pitches at ADASC
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Table 6.10: Impact of Pitch Quality Deterioration

Area

Alfreton

Belper

4

Assumed
Rating
Standard
and poor

Alfreton welfare
Highfield
Road/Pentrich
Road FC

1

Site Name
Sleetmoor
Lane/ADASC

No. of
Pitches

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Match
Play and
Other Use
(Spare
Capacity)

Sat
PM

Sun
AM

Current
Position
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

6

3

3

2

Poor

1

1

1

1

1

Standard

2

1

0

1

Impact Arena

1

Good

3

2

0

1

Ironville

1

Poor

1

0.5

0.5

0.5

Riddings Park
Swanwick Hall
Academy

1

Poor

1

0

0

0

2

Standard

4

2

2

2

Alton Manor Rec

1

Standard

2

0

0

0

Played to level
site can sustain
Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play
Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play
Played to level
site can sustain

Eyes Meadow
Holbrook /St
Michaels
Holbrook
Welfare
Kilburn Miners
Welfare
Manor
recreation area
Marsden Ground
(Belper Town FC)
Thornton Playing
fields/Derwent
Street
Whitemoor
Recreation

2

Standard

4

-0.5

0

0

Overplayed

1

Standard

2

-0.5

0

0

Overplayed

1

Standard

2

-0.5

0

0

1

Standard

2

0

0

0

2

Poor

2

1.5

1.5

1.5

1

Good

3

1.5

0.5

1

Overplayed
Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

1

Poor

1

0

0

0

2

Standard

4

2.5

2

0.5
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Total
(Match
equivalents
including
overplay
9.5

Total (peak Time)

4

4 on Saturday PM
or 3 Sunday AM

6.5 on Saturday
PM or 7.5 Sunday
AM

Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play
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Area

Ripley

Match
Play and
Other Use
(Spare
Capacity)

No. of
Pitches

Assumed
Rating

1

Standard

2

0.5

0.5

0.5

1

Poor

1

0.5

0.5

0.5

Codnor Sports
Heanor
town/Mayfield
Ave

1

Standard

2

0.5

0.5

0.5

1

Standard

2

-1

0

0

Lockton Ave

1

Standard

2

0.5

0.5

0.5

Greenwich Park

2

Poor

2

1

1

1

Thomas William

1

Poor

1

0

0

0

Site Name
Ground
Aldercar high
School
Aldercar
Recreation
Ground

Heanor

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Sat
PM

Sun
AM
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Current
Position
Able to sustain
more play

Total
(Match
equivalents
including
overplay

Total (peak Time)

1

1.5 on Saturday
PM or 1.5 Sunday
AM

1

1.5 on Saturday
PM or 1.5 Sunday
AM

Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Overplayed
Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Played to level
site can sustain
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6.100 Table 6.10 reveals that the spare capacity both across the week and at peak times would
reduce in all areas, with supply very closely matching demand in Heanor and Ripley in
particular. In these areas, there would be very limited capacity remaining in the stock if
participation was to increase even slightly. While there would remain slightly higher levels
of pitch availability in Belper, pitch provision would also be closely matched with demand.
6.101 Although the greatest impact of quality deterioration would be felt in Alfreton (as it is this
area where the largest number of pitches on the verge of becoming poor are located),
the higher difference that is currently evident between supply and demand means that
the reduction in capacity does not have the same result.
6.102 It is notable however that the majority of sites impacted by potential quality deterioration
are venues sustaining grass roots play (as opposed to teams playing in the football
pyramid) suggesting that it is capacity for this form of the game that would be affected
should maintenance regimes not be sustained. Even when excluding sites with spare
capacity that may not in reality sustain real grass roots games (eg Swanwich Pentrich
Road), provision remains sufficient (8 match equivalent spare capacity on Sunday
morning). These slots would be available at;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alfreton Welfare
Ironville Recreation Ground
Swanwick Hall Academy
Manor Recreation Area
Whitemoor Recreation Ground
Aldercar High School
Aldercar Recreation Ground
Codnor Sports
Lockton Ave
Greenwich Park

1
0.5
2
1.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
0.5
1

6.103 This suggests that there remains capacity within the stock of adult pitches, although there
are some concerns that need to be addressed, specifically quality of pitches and some
site specific capacity issues.
6.104 It should be noted that there are no teams currently based in the Western Parishes and no
pitches (following the closure of sites previously available). As a consequence, FC Lea
Holloway are now displaced and are looking to relocate back into the area.
Youth Football
6.105 As outlined, in reality, some sites are used by both adult teams and youth teams and there
is little difference in terms of the size of pitches when considering requirements for older
youth teams (U15 / U16). The capacity of smaller youth pitches is however summarised in
Table 6.11.
6.106 It indicates that spare capacity is much more limited than for adult pitches. This reflects
the situation that emerged in 2013, where pressures on youth pitches were significant.
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Table 6.11: Capacity at Youth Football Pitches

Area

Community
Access
Secured

Alfreton

Belper

Rating

Match Play
and Other
Use (Spare
Capacity)

Sun
AM

Current Position

1

Standard

2

3

-1

0

Overplayed
Able to sustain more
play

Availability across
the week

Availability at
Peak Time

6 match
equivalents taking
into account
overplay. 5 if
unsecured sites
are excluded

4 match
equivalents

No spare capacity
at peak time

Riddings Park

1

Standard

2

0

2

1

Swanwick Hall
Academy

1

Standard

2

1

1

1

Secured

Swanwick Welfare

2

Standard

4

0

4

2

Secured

Eyes Meadow
Thornton Playing
fields/Derwent
Street

3

Standard

6

6

0

0

Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play
Played to level site can
sustain

1

Standard

2

1

1

0

Able to sustain more
play

1 match
equivalent

1

Standard

2

1

1

1

1

Standard

2

0.5

1.5

0.5

Dobholes Lane
Heanor Miners
Welfare

1

Standard

2

0.5

1.5

1

1

Standard

2

1

1

0

Secured
Unsecured school
academy

Lockton Ave

1

Standard

2

0.5

1.5

0.5

Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play

6.5 match
equivalents, 5 if
excluding
unsecured sites

Ripley Academy

2

Standard

4

3

1

1

Secured

Thomas William

1

Standard

2

1

1

0

Able to sustain more
play
Able to sustain more
play

2 match
equivalents, 1 if
excluding
unsecured sites

Secured
Unsecured
(agreement
only up to
2018)

Secured
Secured

Ripley

Number
of Pitches

Total Match
Equivalents
including
Other Activity

Secured
Unsecured school
academy

Secured

Heanor

Site Name
Sleetmoor
lane/ADASC

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Aldercar high
School
Codnor Recreation
Ground
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3 match
equivalents
1 match
equivalent (none if
excluding
unsecured
pitches)

6.107 Table 6.11 reveals that overall, there is a some spare capacity at specific youth pitches.
Spare capacity across the Borough overall equates to 15.5 match equivalents when
taking into account overplay. (Overplay is equivalent to 1 match equivalent while spare
capacity is 16.5 match equivalents).
6.108 The only site where overplay exists is Sleetmore Lane (ADASC). There is however scope at
this site on other (senior) pitches to move play should this become problematic. Eyes
Meadow is the only site that is played to the level it can sustain. All remaining pitches are
able to accommodate more matches across the week, with significant spare capacity
evident on some pitches. This represents a slight change from 2013, where levels of junior
demand outstripped supply. The 2013 methodology however only measured peak time
demand and supply, which will be returned to in the paragraphs below.
6.109 Geographically, there is a small amount of spare capacity evident in all areas of the
Borough (although as with adult pitches, there is no supply in the western parishes, but no
demand is evident). While the greatest pressures on adult pitches are found in Ripley and
Heanor, it is in Belper where there is very limited spare capacity for junior teams, with only 1
match equivalent available during the week and no availability at peak time. This is
reflective of the high number of youth teams playing in this area as well as the limited
provision (only 2 sites). Spare capacity is much greater in Heanor and in Alfreton (where
there are also high levels of availability for adult football) than in other areas.
6.110 At peak time, pitch availability is more limited and concerns are much more prevalent.
Demand is however still fairly well spread, with teams able to opt for play on Saturdays or
Sundays in several leagues in order to fit in with pitch availability. Supply is most
constrained in Belper (no spare capacity) and in Ripley (only 1 match equivalent
available).
Unsecured Pitches
6.111 The low levels of engagement of schools with community activity means that only three
sites (Swanwick Hall School, Ripley Academy and Alfreton Community and Language
College) offer junior pitches for community use currently. Excluding unsecured sites, spare
capacity equates to 12.5 match equivalent across the week and 5 match equivalents at
peak time. There is 1 match equivalent associated with the community taking on youth
pitches at unsecured sites and this would need to be relocated. There would be capacity
to do so even if unsecured sites were to be lost, but this would see supply very closely
matched with demand, and relocation would not be possible in the town where play
currently takes place.
6.112 In Alfreton, although Swanwick Hall School is available, there is no existing match play and
the impact of loss of this pitch for community use would therefore be on spare capacity
only (reducing availability in Alfreton to four match equivalents and two at peak time,
suggesting that supply is becoming closely matched with demand even in this area where
provision is highest).
6.113 Similarly, use at Aldercar High School is restricted to curricular use currently, meaning that
the only impact of this pitch no longer being available would be to reduce spare
capacity in Heanor (to 5.5 match equivalents, 2 at peak time).
6.114 The removal of access to Ripley Academy would however have greater significance, with
current use of the site by Ripley Town. If this site was no longer available, there would be
insufficient provision in Ripley, with spare capacity removed and no capacity elsewhere to
relocate existing teams.
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6.115 The 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre is not currently used regularly for formal match play
at peak time and this could provide further capacity for these teams if required (U13 / U14
only due to pitch size). As peak time for junior football is the same for 9v9 and youth
teams, it is important to note that this gap could only be filled by teams from one of these
age groups. The pitch is however currently used for walking football on a Sunday morning
and any use by competitive teams would displace this activity.
Impact of Quality Reductions
6.116 As with adult pitch provision, while in theory pitches are of standard quality and able to
sustain two games per week, some sites containing junior pitches achieved scores very
close to the border between standard and poor.
6.117 Table 6.12 therefore considers the impact on pitch availability if pitches were to fall into
the poor category, meaning that they are able to sustain fewer games per week. For the
purposes of analysis, pitches achieving a score of 60% or below have been considered
likely to become poor over the course of a season (following periods of heavy play). This
affects capacity at the following pitches; Riddings Park, Swanwick Welfare, Thornton
Playing Fields, Heanor Miners Welfare and Thomas William, as well as one pitch at Eyes
Meadow.
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Table 6.12: Impact of Reduction in Quality on Adequacy of Provision

Area

Community
Access
Secured
Secured
Unsecured school
academy

Alfreton

Secured
Secured

Belper

Secured
Unsecured
(agreement
only up to
2018)
Secured
Secured
Secured

Heanor

Ripley

Secured
Unsecured school
academy
Secured

Site Name
Sleetmoor
Lane/ADAS
C
Riddings
Park
Swanwick
Hall
Academy
Swanwick
Welfare
Eyes
Meadow
Thornton
Playing
fields/Derw
ent Street

No. of
Pitches

Rating

Site
Capacity
Multiplier

Total
Capacity
(Match
Equivalents
per Week)

Total Match
equivalents
including
Other
Activity

Match Play
Only (Spare
Capacity)

Match Play
and Other
Use (Spare
Capacity)

Sun
AM

Current Position

1

Standard

2

2

3

-1

-1

0

1

Poor

1

1

0

1

1

1

1

Standard

2

2

1

2

1

1

2

Poor
Standard /
poor

1

2

0

2

2

2

2

5

5

3

-1

0

Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play
Played to level
site can sustain

3

1

Poor

1

1

1

1

0

0

1

Standard

2

2

1

2

1

1

Able to sustain
more play

1

Standard

2

2

0.5

1.5

1.5

0.5

1

Standard

2

2

0.5

1.5

1.5

1

1

Poor

1

1

1

1

0

0

1

Standard

2

2

0.5

1.5

1.5

0.5

Played to level
site can sustain
Able to sustain
more play

Ripley
Academy

2

Standard

2

4

3

3

1

1

Able to sustain
more play

Thomas
William

1

Poor

1

1

1

1

0

0

Able to sustain
more play
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Availability at
Peak Time

3 match
equivalents

4 match
equivalents

N/a.
Existing
supply
overplayed

No spare
capacity at
peak time

Overplayed
Able to sustain
more play

Played to level
site can sustain

Aldercar
High School
Codnor
Recreation
Ground
Dobholes
Lane
Heanor
Miners
Welfare
Lockton
Ave

Availability
across the
week

Able to sustain
more play
Able to sustain
more play

5.5 match
equivalents
, 5 if
excluding
unsecured
sites

1 match
equivalent
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3 match
equivalents
1 match
equivalent
(none if
excluding
unsecured
pitches)

9 v 9 Pitches
6.118 9v9 pitches were not required in 2013 and so these pitches have been provided (or
resized) since the previous playing pitch strategy was produced.
6.119 Table 6.13 summarises the use and spare capacity on these pitches and reveals that there
is very limited spare capacity, with just 2 match equivalents available across the week and
2 match equivalents at peak time. This is the case despite the fact that many teams in
Amber Valley requiring 9v9 pitches play outside the Borough at central venues.
6.120 Pitches at both Sleetmore Lane and Eyes Meadow are overplayed and as a
consequence have no spare capacity at peak time. Pitches at Ripley Academy are also
played to the level that can be sustained.
6.121 While Crayshill Park, Riddings Park and Watchorn all have spare capacity, only Crayshill
Park can accommodate more than 1 game per week (1.5) and the same site is the only
one to have availability of one match equivalent or greater at peak time.
6.122 Geographically, it is clear that outside Alfreton, pitch provision is very tight, with no
availability across the week or at peak time on any site. While the majority of play at a 9v9
level takes place at central venues, any team wishing to play in a home and away
league would not currently be able to do so without reconfiguration of existing stock (or
securing an additional venue).
6.123 There is no supply within the western parishes and no evidence of demand.
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Table 6.13: 9 v 9 Football Pitches

Area

Community
Access
Secured

Site Name
Sleetmoor
Lane/ADASC

Secured

Numb
er of
Pitches

Rating

Total Match
Equivalents
including Other
Activity

Match
Play and
Other Use
(Spare
Capacity)

Match Play
Only (Spare
Capacity)

Sun
AM

1

Standard

3

-0.5

-1

0

Crayshill Park

1

Standard

0.5

1.5

1.5

1

Secured

Riddings Park

1

Standard

0.5

1.5

1.5

0.5

Alfreton

Secured

Watchorn

1

Standard

1.5

0.5

0.5

0.5

Belper

Secured

Eyes Meadow

1

Standard

2.5

1.5

-0.5

0

Ripley

Unsecured school
academy

Ripley
Academy

1

Standard

2

1

0

0
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Current
Position
Overplaye
d
Able to
sustain
more play
Able to
sustain
more play
Able to
sustain
more play
Overplaye
d
Played to
level site
can
sustain

Availability
across the
week

Availability at
Peak Time

2.5 match
equivalents
(taking into
account
overplay)
No spare
capacity overplayed

2 match
equivalents

No spare
capacity

No spare
capacity

120

No spare
capacity

Impact of Unsecured Pitches
6.124 There is only one site with unsecured pitches for 9v9 - Ripley Academy. This however is an
important site for community activity, hosting teams from Ripley Town. There is no
remaining spare capacity on the site and no availability at peak time. Taking into account
curricular use, the pitch is played to the level it can sustain.
6.125 There is 1 match equivalent community use currently taking place at this site. Loss of this
pitch sites would see a need to relocate these games, leading to no remaining spare
capacity in Ripley. Teams currently playing in Ripley would need to travel to Alfreton in
order to secure the available pitches as there are no other 9v9 pitches in Ripley. If this
pitch was no longer available it would therefore have significant impact for on the
adequacy of the football stock to meet demand.
6.126 There would be scope to play 9v9 fixtures on the 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre as this is
not booked for a regular match slot for any team currently. The pitch is however currently
used for walking football on a Sunday morning and any use by competitive teams would
displace this activity. This site could only however be used for either 9v9 / 7v7 or 5v5 play
at peak time as all take place on a Sunday morning.
7 v 7 and 5v5 Pitches
6.127 As in 2013, there are few 7v7 and 5v5 pitches in Amber Valley Borough as the majority of
teams playing in this age group participate in the many central venue leagues that are
running in Derbyshire. There is also some evidence of 7v7 teams using larger pitches (with
7v7 overmarked) at ADASC and Ripley Academy.
6.128 Both sites with 7v7 pitches (Greenwich Park and Woodbridge Junior School) are able to
accommodate more play and the only 5v5 pitch (Ripley Academy) is also able to sustain
an additional fixture.
6.129 It is clear however that there is a reliance on unsecured sites for smaller pitches, with only
Greenwich Park being secured. The limited number of pitches (as well as the minimal
spare capacity on these pitches) means that choices for smaller sided teams not wishing
to travel to central venues are limited.
Adequacy of Provision for Pyramid Clubs
6.130 As outlined earlier in this section, there are six clubs playing within the National League
pyramid and therefore having specific requirements. The adequacy of provision for these
clubs is summarised in Table 6.14. All clubs currently meet baseline specifications, although
it should be noted that the quality of facilities is poor in comparison to some other clubs
playing at the same level.
Table 6.14: Adequacy of Provision for Pyramid Clubs
Club

Belper Town FC
Belper United

Comments Made
Require improved railing of
spectator areas. Club seeking
to build artificial training facility
on site of floodlit grass training
area for benefit of all sections
of the club
No pitches of required standard
for first team within Amber
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Additional Requirements

Improvements to spectator area
New site to meet ground grading
for team. Currently displaced
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Club

Alfreton Town

Heanor Town

Holbrook Sports and
Reserves

Holbrook St Michaels
Swanwick Pentrich
Road and Reserves

Comments Made
Valley. Require
good surface, bigger changing
rooms, dugouts, lights, fenced

Additional Requirements

Have expressed an ambition for
a 3g Stadia pitch
Have expressed ambitions to
improve the pitch quality and
accommodation to establish
an Academy.
Would like artificial pitch to
support club development. Just
about meeting ground grading
requirements for spectator
facilities and ancillary facilities
and have expressed interest in
new pavilion to address these
issues.
Club suffers challenges from
maintenance, particularly when
weather is poor, due to the
heavy use that the pitch
receives

None identified to meet league
requirements currently, but new
pavilion required to ensure
ancillary facilities continue to
meet need.

None identified to meet league
requirements

Overall Spatial Picture
6.131 Overall therefore, analysis has demonstrated that there is spare capacity across the
Borough, particularly for adult football. Provision is however more limited for younger
teams, particularly those requiring 9v9 pitches or smaller. This to an extent is however
driven by demand, with most teams travelling out of the Borough to use central venues at
this level. Some teams however indicate that a lack of smaller sized pitches forces them
into central venue leagues over home and away fixtures, suggesting that there is a circle
where a lack of supply leads to a lack of demand.
6.132 There are also pressures on youth pitches in Heanor, Ripley and Belper, particularly when
considering the potential for community access to school sites to be withdrawn.
6.133 It is evident that the majority of instances of overplay / pitches approaching capacity are
associated with clubs playing higher in the football pyramid and / or larger clubs, while the
spare capacity is located at Council pitches serving single clubs (adult pitches) and
school sites (all sizes of pitch). All of these school sites are unsecured for community use.
Overall figures for spare capacity may therefore disguise club specific issues of a lack of
appropriate pitches.
6.134 The spread of play across the weekend (particularly for adult football) means that there
are lower levels of demand at any one time and that as a consequence, fewer pitches
are required to accommodate play. It is clear however that there are almost two tiers of
football pitches, with those accommodating pyramid teams busy on a Saturday
afternoon, while sites catering largely for the grass roots teams are more heavily played on
a Sunday. As these two types of uses rarely cross, few pitches are used in all time slots,
despite the spread of play. There is consequentially limited overplay and available
capacity in all time slots.
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6.135 Pitch quality however dictates capacity and while almost all sites in the stock recorded
ratings of standard (and therefore able to sustain two games per week), many were in the
lower echelons of the standard rating and therefore at risk of becoming poor following
any reduction in maintenance procedures and / or heavy play (and lack of
reinstatement) over the course of a season. This would reduce capacity to one game per
week and may have significant implications for theoretical spare capacity at any one
time.
6.136 The majority of these sites are venues sustaining grass roots play (as opposed to teams
playing in the football pyramid) suggesting that it is capacity for this form of the game that
would be affected should maintenance regimes not be sustained.
6.137 The role of unsecured pitches is fairly minimal at present, with sites primarily offering spare
capacity. It is evident however that much of the spare capacity is currently provided by
school sites and the loss of access to these facilities would see supply precariously
balanced with demand. In Ripley in particular (where Ripley Academy is an important
community venue), this represents a key threat to football in the Borough in future years,
with no venues available to relocate teams currently using facilities on the school site
should access be withdrawn. This is a particular concern for youth football (and younger
teams) and the future of some clubs would be at stake should access be removed.
6.138 Pitch provision is most closely matched with demand in Ripley and Heanor, as it was in
2013 however there are also some pressures in the Belper area (youth / 9v9 pitches). Only
in Alfreton is provision really sufficient at the current time. The current quantitative picture
with regards spare capacity is summarised in Table 6.15 overleaf. It illustrates the number
of spare match equivalent sessions for each form of football and includes all pitches,
regardless of whether they are secured for community use.
6.139 Area specific sections that follow explore any issues that would arise from changes to
community use arrangements or worsening of quality issues in each of the towns.
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Table 6.15: Summary of Spare Capacity (Match Equivalents)
Adult Football
Sub Area

Spare
Capacity

Youth Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity
9 match
equivalents
(7
excluding
unsecured
pitches)

Spare
Capacity

9v9 Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Spare
Capacity

7v7 Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Spare
Capacity

5v5 Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Spare
Capacity

Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Alfreton

14.5 (12.5
excluding
unsecured
pitches).
9.5 if
quality
reductions
are
applied

6.5 if
quality
reductions
are
applied
(but
unsecured
pitches
included)

6 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay. 5 if
unsecured
sites are
excluded, (4
if quality is
considered)

4 match
equivalents
(4 if quality
is
considered
)

2.5 match
equivalents
(taking into
account
overplay)

2 match
equivalents

2.5 match
equivalent
s

1 match
equivalent

n/a

n/a

Belper

7 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay. 4
if quality
reductions
are
applied

5.5 match
equivalents
, 4 if quality
reductions
are
applied

1 match
equivalent,
none if
quality issues
are
considered

No spare
capacity
at peak
time

No spare
capacity

No spare
capacity

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

2 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay
(1.5
excluding

2.5 match
equivalents
(2
excluding
unsecured
pitches) 1 if
quality

6.5 match
equivalents,
5 if
excluding
unsecured
sites.

3 match
equivalents

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Heanor
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Adult Football
Sub Area

Spare
Capacity
unsecured
pitches). 1
if quality
reductions
are
applied

Ripley
Western
Parishes

TOTAL

Youth Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity
reductions
are
applied

4 match
equivalents
. 1 if quality
reductions
are
applied

3 match
equivalents
. 1 if quality
reductions
are
applied

n/a

n/a

27.5 match
equivalents

20 match
equivalents

9v9 Football
Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Spare
Capacity

2 match
equivalents,
0 if
excluding
unsecured
sites. No
spare
capacity if
quality
reductions
are applied
n/a

15.5 match
equivalents

1 match
equivalent
(none if
excluding
unsecured
pitches).
No spare
capacity if
quality
reductions
are
applied
n/a

8 match
equivalents

7v7 Football

Spare
Capacity

Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

No spare
capacity
(and
displacemen
t if
community
use is
withdrawn)
n/a

2.5 match
equivalents

5v5 Football

Spare
Capacity

Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

Spare
Capacity

No spare
capacity
(and
displacemen
t if
community
use is
withdrawn)

8 match
equivalent
s

2 match
equivalent
s

0.5 match
equivalent
s

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

2 match
equivalents

10.5
match
equivalent
s

3 match
equivalent
s

0.5 match
equivalent
s
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Peak Time
Spare
Capacity

0.5 match
equivalents

0.5 match
equivalents
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6.140 The key issues experienced in each of the geographical areas is explored in more
detail below.
Alfreton
6.141 Table 6.16 draws upon the information presented in this section to date and
summarises the adequacy of pitches in Alfreton. It reveals that for all types of pitch,
supply meets demand and indeed, it is in Alfreton where the greatest quantities of
spare capacity exist.
6.142 While this suggests that overall, provision is sufficient, this disguises some issues,
including;
•

much of the spare capacity is found at Swanwick Hall School, which currently
offers community use, but is not used. This site is only secured until 2018 and
withdrawal of community access to this site would see much of the spare
capacity removed;

•

a higher number of pitches in Alfreton than in other areas achieve scores in the
lower echelons of standard, meaning that they are in danger of becoming poor
in the event of heavy usage and / or a reduction in maintenance. This would see
an overall reduction in the capacity of sites and a subsequent reduction in spare
capacity. For adult pitches, this could see spare capacity reduce to 9 match
equivalents per week (6 at peak time) and for youth provision 3 match
equivalents per week (4 at peak time);

•

reflecting the quality issues, the majority of concerns raised by clubs focused on
the quality of facilities and the associated maintenance practices. Sites are
perceived to suffer from their status as publically accessible recreation areas
(dog fouling etc) and several sites are perceived to be poorly maintained and
with other challenges, particularly uneven surfaces. If quality is not addressed in
the area, there is potential that supply could become much more closely
matched with demand, particularly for youth football. If also linked with the
withdrawal of access to Swanwick Hall School, provision could become very
closely linked; and

•

capacity at ADASC (the largest club) is becoming limited for younger players,
although there is scope to tailor pitches on the site to ensure that demand is not
inhibited.
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Table 6.16: Adequacy of provision to meet demand in Alfreton
Adequacy of
Provision across
the week

Adult
Football

Youth
Football

14.5 (12.5
excluding
unsecured
pitches). 9.5 if
quality
reductions are
applied

6 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay. 5 if
unsecured sites
are excluded, 4
if quality is
considered.

Adequacy of
Provision at Peak
Time
9 match
equivalents (7
excluding
unsecured pitches).
Only Swanwick
Pentrich Road and
Impact Arena
(adult pitches) and
ADASC (youth and
9v9 pitches) do not
have further
capacity at peak
time. If quality
reductions are
applied, only 7
match equivalents
remain

4 match
equivalents. Spare
capacity at peak
time on all sites
except ADASC

Sites Suffering from
Overplay

Sites with significant spare
capacity

•
•

•
•
•

•

No overplay on
any sites
ADASC - Sleetmore
Lane overplayed
youth and 9v9
pitches although
there is spare
capacity on adult
pitches meaning
reorganisation of
pitches can take
place. Youth
pitches particularly
busy at peak time
All sites able to
sustain more play

•

Alfreton Welfare - no
regular use
Riddings Park - spare
capacity on all pitches of
at least 1 match
equivalent
Swanwick Hall Academy
- no community use
despite availability
Ironville - spare capacity
of 1.5 match equivalents

Other Issues Identified
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Swanwick welfare - spare
capacity of 2 match
equivalents and no
regular usage
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Provision sufficient overall
Quality issues at most sites, particularly
drainage and uneven surfaces. Several
sites achieving quality scores below 60% includes Alfreton Welfare, some ADASC
pitches, Ironville, Riddings Park, Crayshill
Park, Swanwick Welfare
Evidence of wear and tear on many sites
including compaction, despite low levels
of use. Ongoing deterioration of quality
would lead to supply becoming more
closely matched with demand
poor drainage on ADASC site and club
seeking to achieve Step 7 team, which
current site does not meet regulations for
Unsecured access to Swanwick Hall
School and Woodbridge Junior School
ADASC approaching capacity for
younger teams (although there is scope
for reorganisation due to capacity on
existing site
Lack of 7v7 / 5v5 pitches with the only
provision being at school sites / ADASC
(across other pitches)
Several sites currently out of use but no
clear evidence of demand for these
pitches
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9v9
Football

Adequacy of
Provision across
the week
2.5 match
equivalents
(taking into
account
overplay)

7v7
Football
5v5
Football

Adequacy of
Provision at Peak
Time

Sites Suffering from
Overplay
•

2 match
equivalents

•

2.5 match
equivalents

1 match equivalent

•

n/a

n/a

9v9 pitch at
ADASC
All other sites have
spare capacity
No overlay

Sites with significant spare
capacity

Other Issues Identified

Crayshill Park - spare
capacity of 1.5 match
equivalents
Woodbridge Junior School
only site - has spare capacity
of 2.5 match e
•
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Belper
6.143 Table 6.17 draws upon the information presented in this section to date and
summarises the adequacy of pitches in Belper. It reveals that for most types of pitch,
supply meets demand however there are pressures on youth and 9v9 pitches and
some key sites are overplayed. In addition, there is a complete lack of provision for
younger age groups.
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Table 6.17: Adequacy of provision to meet demand in Belper
Adequacy of
Provision across
the week

7 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay

Adequacy of Provision
at Peak Time
5.5 match equivalents.
Limited spare capacity
at peak time due to all
teams at higher
standard playing. Only
spare capacity on
Council venues Manor Recreation
Ground / Thornton
Playing Fields /
Whitemore Recreation
Ground which are
used by lower level
teams. Spare capacity
on Sunday am is 3.5

1 match
equivalent

No spare capacity at
peak time. Both Eyes
Meadow and Thornton
Playing Fields fully used

No spare
capacity

No spare capacity

Eyes Meadow
overplayed (-0.5)

None

7v7
Football

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

5v5
Football

n/a

Adult
Football

Youth
Football
9v9
Football

n/a

Sites Suffering from
Overplay

Sites with significant
spare capacity

•

Eyes Meadow
Holbrook St
Michaels
•
Holbrook Miners
Welfare
None, but there is no
remaining spare
capacity at Eyes
Meadow on the youth
pitch
•
•

n/a

•

Manor
Recreation
Area (and
scope to
provide an
additional
pitch)
Whitemoor
Recreation
Ground

None

n/a
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Other Issues Identified
•

All sites accommodating pyramid teams at
capacity. Belper United displaced due to lack
of appropriate facilities

•

Clear two tier provision of adult football - sites
for teams playing at higher level and other
venues for grass roots teams. Clubs believe
quality of pitches is a key issue in the area

•

Use of adult pitches by youth teams most
prevalent in Belper

•

Lack of smaller sized pitches means clubs are
particularly restricted if they wish to enter home
/ away leagues. No school sites available to
access and clubs indicate lack of venues is a
key issue. Calculations demonstrate significant
pressures on 9v9 and youth pitches

•

Presence of 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre
provides further capacity

•

Eyes Meadow used extensively for training as
well as matches - impacts upon capacity of
pitches for match play. Site at capacity
particularly for younger teams

•

Evidence of wear and tear on many sites
including compaction, impacts on overall
quality . Quality higher than other areas, but
Eyes Meadow showing evidence of heavy use
as well as some other sites. Manor Recreation
area and Thornton Playing Fields are poorer
quality sites and quality is key complaint from
club.
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Heanor
6.144 Table 6.18 draws upon the information presented in this section to date and summarises the adequacy of pitches in Heanor. It reveals that
the supply of pitches is relatively limited in Heanor, with only adult and youth pitches provided and echoing the situation in the 2013 PPS,
supply is closely matched with demand.
Table 6.18: Adequacy of provision to meet demand in Heanor

Adult Football

Youth
Football
9v9 Football
7v7 Football

5v5 Football

Adequacy of
Provision across
the week
2 match
equivalents
taking into
account
overplay (1.5
excluding
unsecured
pitches). 1 if
quality
reductions are
applied

Adequacy of
Provision at Peak
Time

2.5 match
equivalents (2
excluding unsecured
pitches). Spare
capacity on all sites
at peak time except
Heanor Town

6.5 match
equivalents, 5 if
excluding
unsecured sites

3 match equivalents.
All sites have
capacity at peak
time except Heanor
Miners Welfare

n/a

Sites Suffering from
Overplay

•

Heanor Town. All
other sites able to
sustain additional
play.

Sites with significant
spare capacity

•

•

Pitch provision closely matched with
demand

•

Lack of pitches 9v9 and below and youth
pitches approaching capacity

•

Clubs consider there to be insufficient
facilities in town, particularly smaller sized
pitches. Clubs indicate that they have no
choice but to play central venue leagues

•

ALM FC and Bargate Kestrals looking to
lease pitches

•

Aldercar High School used for community
use but currently unsecured

•

Quality of Codnor Recreation Ground,
Dobholes Lane and Heanor Miners
Welfare Limited. Insufficient maintenance
undertaken and facilities poor. Clubs raise
significant concerns about pitch quality
as well as amount of pitches

Aldercar
Recreation
Ground (1.5)

None. All sites have
capacity to sustain
additional play

Codnor Recreation
Ground, Dobholes
Lane and Lockton
Avenue all have 1.5
match equivalents
available per week

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a
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Ripley
6.145 Table 6.19 draws upon the information presented in this section to date and summarises the adequacy of pitches in Ripley. It reveals that
supply is closely matched with demand, echoing the situation in the 2013 PPS and that quality of pitches also remains an issue.
Table 6.19: Adequacy of provision to meet demand in Ripley

Adult Football

Youth
Football

9v9 Football

7v7 Football

5v5 Football

Adequacy of
Provision across
the week

Adequacy of
Provision at Peak
Time

4 match
equivalents

3 match equivalents both sites have spare
capacity at peak
time

2 match
equivalents, 1 if
excluding
unsecured sites

1 match equivalent
(none if excluding
unsecured pitches)

No spare
capacity. If
access to Ripley
Academy was
withdrawn,
team would be
displaced

No spare capacity. If
access to Ripley
Academy was
withdrawn, team
would be displaced

8 match
equivalents

2 match equivalents

0.5 match
equivalents

0.5 match
equivalents

Sites Suffering from
Overplay

None - both have spare
capacity

Sites with significant
spare capacity
•
Spare capacity of
3 match
equivalents at
Greenwich Park
arising from the
recent collapse of
Ripley Town FC
seniors

None - both have spare
capacity

None - only 1 match
equivalent available at
each site

Ripley Academy played
to level site can sustain

n/a

n/a

Further play could be
sustained at
Greenwich Park

n/a

Further play could be
sustained at Ripley
Academy
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Other Issues Identified
•

Pitch provision closely matched with
demand, despite a lack of overplay in the
area

•

Reliance on Ripley Academy for smaller
sized pitches - an unsecured venue.
Withdrawal of community use at this site
would have significant implications for
overall provision and teams would
become displaced

•

Quality issues at all sites in the area with
weeds and undulation as well as
compaction evident. Athletics track
overmarked on grass pitches at school
causing trip hazard. Poor drainage on
sites

•

Clubs believe there to be a lack of small
sized pitches in the area, forcing teams to
play in central venue leagues
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Western Parishes
6.146 There are no existing playing fields within the Western Parishes following the closure of sites since the 2013 strategy document. As a
consequence, FC Lea Holloway have been displaced out of the Borough and are keen to return to a ground nearer to their base.
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FA Demand Modelling
6.147 AGPs are becoming increasingly important for football. The FA facility strategy (2013 –
2015) sought to shift football usage away from sand based AGPs to 3g pitches.
6.148 The FA vision (November 2014) which is the result of extensive analysis on the facilities
used for football (including grass roots) placed greater emphasis on the benefits of 3g
pitches and their importance for the future delivery of football. This is also reflected in
the FA National Game Strategy 2015 - 2019 which seeks to provide better training and
playing facilities. In particular, the FA cite the additional capacity that AGPs offer
compared to grass and their ability to sustain play during periods of inclement weather,
resulting in a reduced number of cancellations.
6.149 The national game strategy seeks to improve training and playing facilities through
£48m of FA investment to;
•

create 100 new football turf pitches and improve 2,000 grass pitches;

•

invest in and roll out a new sustainable model for grassroots facilities in 30 cities
through football hubs owned and operated by local communities; and

•

ensure half of mini-soccer and youth matches are played on high quality artificial
grass pitches.

6.150 It is therefore important to evaluate the potential demand for 3g pitches and to
determine the role that they could play in the provision of facilities for football in the
Borough.
Demand Modelling
6.151 FA data modelling evaluates the baseline requirement for 3g pitches taking into
account the training requirements of clubs. It assumes that one 3g pitch is required per
42 teams and that based on FA policy, all football training should take place on 3g
pitches (as opposed to sand).
6.152 Assuming that there is a total of 215 teams, this would mean that there is a requirement
for circa 5 full sized AGPs in Amber Valley Borough.
6.153 There is currently one 3g pitch (on the FA register although slightly smaller than a full
sized pitch when taking into account run off etc) as well as smaller sized pitches at
Swanwick Hall School and Ecclesbourne School.
6.154 This would therefore suggest that in broad terms, there is a theoretical requirement for
a further four x 3g pitches in the Borough (although it should be noted that some
demand will be met by the smaller sized facilities too).
6.155 It is also important to note that as referenced earlier in this document, Sport England
FPM modelling revealed a demand for 2.6 3g AGPs, a much lower theoretical estimate
than FA analysis.
6.156 This spectrum of theoretical modelling therefore demonstrates the importance of
reviewing the use of facilities on the ground in order to accurately determine the need
for further AGP provision, particularly given the proximity to other facilities and the use
of central venues outside of the Borough for junior leagues.
The Local Situation
6.157 Football demand for AGPs can be categorised into three areas;
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•

matchplay (requires use of a 3g pitch that is included on the FA register) – this
links with the requirement for grass pitches and it was outlined that the 3g AGPs
are becoming increasingly important;

•

informal / recreational use – pay and play or leagues; and

•

training (The FA would like to see all clubs having access to a 3g pitch – they
discourage the use of sand based facilities).

Competitive use
6.158 There is currently limited use of the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre for competitive
league matches and there is therefore scope to increase this activity. Given the close
match between supply and demand for grass pitches in some areas of the Borough,
there is potential for the existing 3g pitch (and any additional new pitch) to play a
significant role. Consultation with the provider indicates that the pitch is primarily used
by clubs following periods of inclement weather when matches on grass pitches have
been cancelled.
6.159 Only 3g pitches that are on the FA register can be used for competitive purposes,
meaning that other small sized pitches in the Borough are not currently suitable. Some
small sized pitches in other areas have however been tested for suitability and now can
be used for match play, meaning that this would be an option to increase capacity in
future years.
Informal Leagues
6.160 5 and 6 a side football leagues are hosted midweek at Belper Leisure Centre 3g pitch
and there is also Soccer Stars training for 4 - 7 year olds on a Saturday morning.
Training
6.161 While most of the single adult teams in Amber Valley do not train at all, there are a
variety of training patterns amongst other clubs who use floodlit grass pitches (Belper
Town) in an evening, grass pitches on a weekend (Duffield Dynamos) and AGPs
(travelling outside of the Borough as well as using Belper and other small sided facilities
in Amber Valley).
6.162 As outlined, consultation with football clubs reveal that 80% are not satisfied with the
existing facilities for training in Amber Valley and availability of pitches (as well as cost)
was the key contributing factor to this dissatisfaction.
6.163 Table 6.20 therefore outlines the current use and spare capacity on 3g AGPs across the
Borough. It reveals that reflecting the findings of consultation, there is very little spare
capacity available, and almost none within the desirable time slots.
6.164 It should also be noted that concerns have been raised about the lack of use of AGPs
during the summer, as clubs tend to resort to training on grass once evenings are
sufficiently light. The FA continue to work with sites funded by the Football Foundation
to provide a summer discount in a bid to ensure that usage continues throughout the
year.
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Table 6.20: Current Use and Spare Capacity on 3g AGPs
Site

Belper Leisure
Centre

Somerlea Park

Swanwick Hall
AGP

Midweek Spare
Capacity

Weekend Spare
Capacity

Comments

9 hours, but all
slots 5 - 6pm or 910pm.

9-5 most
weekends
(excluding one or
two hours for
walking football)
but football teams
use when grass
pitches are called
off due to
weather

No capacity in desirable training slots.
Scope for significant increase in use
at weekend

6 hours, all 5 6pm except for 2
6 - 7 slots, one of
which is Friday.

Only available
Saturday morning

Limited spare capacity in desirable
time slots

Limited. Circa 4
hours in
undesirable time
slots

External use
limited at
weekends due to
staffing and site
security

Limited spare capacity in desirable
time slots

6.165 While the FA does not promote the use of sand based facilities for football training, it is
also important to consider the current role that these sites play in meeting demand for
football, as any new 3g pitch may alter demand at these sites (if football teams were
to relocate). Analysis indicates that;
•

Aldercar High School is a popular venue for football clubs - there is some
availability at this site, 5 hours available midweek, some of which are in 7 - 8/ 8-9
time slots; and

•

Belper Sports Water Based AGP is used extensively for football training as well as
for hockey. This site is at capacity and the hockey club are keen to increase their
training hours (although income from football is thought to be required to ensure
that the facility remains sustainable).

6.166 Table 6.20 therefore demonstrates that there is very limited spare capacity across the
week at desirable training times (6pm - 9pm) although it is possible to secure access to
a facility.
6.167 There are currently 84 teams in Amber Valley that train but do not use 3g pitches within
the Borough - they either travel to other facilities, use grass pitches, sand based pitches
or indoor venues.
6.168 This suggests that the creation of further AGPs may reduce the use of sand based
pitches for football as well as reduce the distance that clubs travel. There is however
fairly limited use of grass pitches currently, which suggests that usage will be displaced
from other AGPs rather than reducing overplay on grass pitches (although this would
be the case at Eyes Meadow). There is a belief that there is a requirement for more
AGPs and several clubs express an interest in developing one at their own site / village
including;
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•

ADASC;

•

Belper Town (on existing grass training area);

•

Holbrook Sports;

•

Aldercar High School - potential resurface to 3g from existing sand based facility;

•

Alfreton FC (Stadia AGP); and

•

Heanor Town FC (Stadia AGP).

6.169 One other potential option is to build a full size AGP on Greenwich Park to reduce
reliance on grass pitches.
6.170 In terms of both theoretical position and reality on the ground there therefore appears
the need for additional 3g provision.
AGP Scenario Testing
6.171 As outlined in Amber Valley, there is very little play within the Borough itself as the
majority of teams already play in nearby central venue leagues in Derby and
Mansfield. Calculations demonstrate however that using the number of teams that are
based within Amber Valley as a starting point;
•

all 5v5 and 7v7 fixtures could be accommodated within a four hour time slot on
four AGPs; and

•

a further 3.7 AGPs would be required to accommodate all 9v9 fixtures at the
same time (or these could be played on the same AGPs in a different time slot).

Summary Requirement for AGPs
6.172 As demonstrated, while there are defined parameters for evaluating the required
number of AGPs that are required for football, in Amber Valley Borough it is clear that
there is a variety of evidence that must be taken into account when projecting need
for AGPs. Evidence demonstrates that;
•

theoretical modelling suggests a requirement of between 2.6 and 5 3g 3g AGPs;

•

currently there is only one pitch that is large enough to be included within these
totals, however there are two 3g small sized pitches. Theoretically therefore, there
is a need for at least one and up to four further AGPs;

•

modelling and business planning for AGPs requires use for both training and
matches. The presence of the small sided pitches however reduces the potential
requirement for training provision. The majority of clubs currently have access to
a training venue (although this may be sand and / or small sided) and new 3g
pitches would likely see this use displaced, rather than new users generated.
Impact on other facilities is therefore an important consideration when
determining the need for further pitches; and

•

local league structures mean that the majority of teams travel out of the Borough
for match play using central venues in other authorities. There is no clear
evidence of demand from any of these leagues for venues in Amber Valley at
the current time and unless new leagues are created therefore, there is limited
opportunity to host match fixtures for younger teams on 3g AGPs in the Borough.
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There may however be an opportunity to accommodate youth or adult teams
on 3g AGPs.
6.173 Analysis therefore suggests that with most teams able to access a training venue
(although some displacement is evident that could be reduced) and limited potential
demand for match play, the need for AGPs is probably at the lower end of the
spectrum identified (2.6 and 5.3). This is further supported by the likely creation of
Parklife venues in Derby, which will see further play migrated to these sites.
6.174 Baseline evidence therefore concludes that there is potentially a requirement for one
further 3g AGP within the timeline of this strategy document. Other opportunities
(including further pitch provision to support clubs at / approaching capacity) should
however be taken, giving full consideration to the potential and desired impact on
other facilities and the sustainability of business modelling in the context of local league
structures.
Future Picture of Provision
6.175 The future requirement for playing pitches will be impacted by several factors,
including;
•

population growth or change to the demographic profile of the population;

•

changes in participation trends and in how pitch sports are played;

•

club specific development plans and aspirations; and

•

amendments to the current facility stock.

6.176 These issues are considered in turn in order to build an accurate picture of future
demand for playing pitches.
Population Change
6.177 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group
are required to generate one team. They are used to project the theoretical number of
teams that would be generated from population growth.
6.178 Table 6.21 summarises the current TGRs for football and uses them to evaluate the
potential impact of projected population change on demand for football in Amber
Valley. It reveals that:
•

the number of adult football teams is likely to remain fairly static, as there will be
similar numbers of people in the age groups as there is now;

•

the number of youth teams will also remain similar, with participation growth
insufficient to create demand for an additional team, with the exception of girls
9v9 football (one team); and

•

an additional 5 mini soccer teams are likely to be created.
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Table 6.21: TGRs for Football in Amber Valley

Sport and Age
Groups
Football Adult Men
(16-45yrs)
Football Adult
Women (16-45yrs)
Football Youth Boys
(12-15yrs)
Football Youth Girls
(12-15yrs)
Football 9v9 Boys
(10 and 11 yrs)
Football 9v9 Girls(10
and 11 yrs)

Number
of teams
in age
group
within
the area
53

Football Mini

21010

396

21340

330

Potential
Change in Team
Numbers in Age
Group (Number
of Teams)
Current – 2028
0.8

3

21785

7262

21340

-445

-0.1

34

2722

80

2750

28

0.3

2

2595

1298

2750

155

0.1

32

1402

44

1380

-22

-0.5

7

1185

169

1380

195

1.2

84

5275

63

5600

325

5.2

Current
Population
in Age
Group

Current
TGR

Population
in Age
Group
(2028)

Population
Change in
Age Group

6.179 Population growth alone will therefore have a fairly limited impact upon capacity in
Amber Valley, with;
•

sufficient capacity remaining for adult football given there will be no change in
the number of teams (27.5 match equivalents available across the week and 20
at peak time);

•

youth provision will remain sufficient but much more restricted than adult football,
with 15.5 match equivalents available across the week and 15 at peak time;

•

the supply of 9v9 pitches will become even more constrained, with just 2 match
equivalents available across the week and 1.5 at peak time (assuming that the
new team requires a pitch and does not play central venue leagues); and

•

there will remain sufficient 7v7 pitches and 5 v 5 pitches as it is likely that teams
will play at central venues. They could just be accommodated if they did not if
pitches that are currently unsecured were secured for long term future use.

Aspirations of Clubs
6.180 Added to the impact of population growth, it is also necessary to consider the
potential for participation increases. Many clubs in the Borough have aspirations for
growth and this will have significant implications for facilities if they are achieved.
6.181 Stated aspirations of clubs include;
•

four additional adult male teams and 1 female teams (2.5 match equivalents);

•

16 youth and 9v9 teams (8 match equivalents, assuming circa four for each form
of the game); and

•

6 mini football teams (3 match equivalents).

6.182 Overall across the Borough:
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•

this additional adult participation can be accommodated (spare capacity
would reduce to 25 match equivalents per week, 17.5 at peak time if all played
at peak time);

•

the participation increase at youth level could be sustained within Amber Valley,
with spare capacity reducing to 11.5 across the week and 11 at peak time;

•

the increase in 9v9 teams could not be accommodated within the Borough and
teams would be required to play in central venue leagues; and

•

participation opportunities for 7v7 and 5v5 teams would become restricted and
clubs may need to play in central venue leagues.

6.183 It is important however to note that many of these aspirations link to clubs who already
play at busier venues. The ability to accommodate these increases in demand is
therefore explored in the text that follows;
Alfreton
6.184 Alfreton has the largest stock of spare capacity in the Borough, but growth aspirations
in this area are actually lower than in other parts. ADASC are the only club looking to
increase participation as follows;
•

ADASC - looking to increase adult football participation, which could be
accommodated on site. They are also however seeking to increase the number
of youth and 9v9 teams and these pitches are already overplayed. Overall within
the Alfreton area however, there would be scope to accommodate this level of
demand, even taking into account the impact of participation increases. This
assumes that unsecured venues remain and quality is retained (and even in the
instances that it is not provision would remain sufficient, just more constrained).

Belper
6.185 Growth aspirations in Belper are likely to generate some increases in participation. With
the exception of Duffield Dynamos, these increases could largely be accommodated;
•

Belper Town would like to run an additional adult team and have scope to
accommodate this at their own venue;

•

Belper Sports Ladies indicate that they wish to increase participation in youth girls
football. If these teams do not play at a central venue, there is no capacity for
this to take place on existing sites at peak time and only one match equivalent
outside of this - participation would become very constrained; and

•

Duffield Dynamos are also looking to increase the number of teams that they run,
but Eyes Meadow is already at capacity. Within Belper, there is limited spare
capacity (particularly if the above increases also occur) and the club are keen
not to relocate teams from Duffield. There is no spare capacity for youth football
or below.

Heanor
6.186 Heanor is likely to see the greatest increase in participation if club growth targets are
achieved and it is likely that provision would become insufficient as a result;
•

Codnor Boys and Girls have aspirations for an additional 5 teams across all age
groups. There is likely to be insufficient capacity at their existing sites to
accommodate this (unless teams play at central venues). Added to this,
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capacity in Heanor is already restricted for adults and youth teams (although an
increase of one / two teams could be accommodated) but there are no pitches
for younger age groups meaning that these teams must play in central venue
leagues;
•

similarly, Heanor Town Juniors are keen to increase by 6 teams, with increases
spread across youth and mini soccer age groups. While youth teams could play
at existing (albeit poor quality) sites, there are no facilities for 9v9 or younger play;
and

•

ALM FC, a new club this year, are looking to develop an additional five teams,
including four at youth / 9v9 level. If all of the above teams were created, there
would be no remaining pitches for these teams.

Ripley
6.187 There are no clubs in Ripley with stated growth aspirations and recent loss of teams has
been experienced. Supply therefore is likely to remain relatively similar to demand.
Changes to the Football Pitch Stock
6.188 As outlined, while overall there are sufficient pitches, supply is constrained in some
areas and may begin to impact growth aspirations. It is difficult however to accurately
measure future pitch requirements as this is dependent upon the number of youth
teams that wish to play in central venue youth leagues as opposed to home and away
(and therefore require pitches within Amber Valley). Consultation however clearly
demonstrates that in some instances, teams believe that they are forced to select
central venues due to a lack of pitches (or lack of pitches of the desired quality) in
Amber Valley and that this then creates the apparent lack of demand - culminating in
a viscous circle. For this reason, consistent dialogue is required between clubs and
providers.
6.189 Table 6.22 summarises the issues that need to be addressed and outlines the pitches
that are currently not in use but may provide opportunities in future years. It also
includes school sites that have large playing fields but offer no community use, as these
pitches may represent an opportunity in future years. The strategy document will
explore how future demand will be addressed and the future of each site.
Table 6.22: Football Pitch Stock in Future Years
Area

Issues

Opportunities

Alfreton

Limited quality on numerous sites and
concerns that the quality of pitches may
deteriorate and reduce capacity

David Nieper Academy pitches
to
be
secured
following planning condition

No clear requirement for additional
pitches. Much existing spare capacity
however in Swanwick Hall School
(unsecured)

Hammersmith
currently
unused (single pitch)

Limited quality on some sites

Bargate Rec - currently
unused (single pitch)

Belper

Displaced team requiring pitch suitable
for pyramid play
Restricted provision for younger age
groups - lack of spare capacity on youth
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Area

Issues

Opportunities

pitches and 9v9 pitches

at Manor Recreation Ground

Growth aspirations that cannot be met in
Duffield and for Belper Ladies (if not
playing in central venue leagues)

Belper School and Sixth Form currently unwilling to provide
community access
Ecclesbourne School - no
existing community access

Heanor

Limited quality on some sites
Several sites at capacity
Limited
pitch
provision
if
growth
aspirations are met - only 3 match
equivalents on youth pitches available at
peak time
No 9v9, 7v7 or 5v5 pitches meaning all
teams must play in central venues.

Ripley

Western Parishes

Charles
Ground

Hill

Pit Lane
Shipley

Football

Pitch

-

Heanor
Gate
School
currently unwilling to provide
community access
Loscoe Miners Welfare

Limited quality on some sites - supply very
closely balanced with demand if quality
reductions are applied

Denby Institute

Reliance on Ripley Academy (unsecured)
- no spare capacity if access to this site
was withdrawn

Greenwich
Potential
acquisition
pitches

No existing provision

Lea
Green
Centre

Lea Holloway FC displaced due to lack of
facilities

Recreation

John Flamsteed School
Park
Ripley.
S106
land
for
additional

Conference

Smedleys Sports Ground
Sitwell Recreation Ground

Summary
6.190 The key issues for football in Amber Valley are summarised in Section 8.
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7: Rugby Union
Introduction
7.1

This section evaluates the adequacy of pitches for rugby union. It provides;
•
•
•

an overview of the supply and demand for pitches;
an understanding of activity at individual sites; and
a picture of the adequacy of current provision to meet current and projected future
demand.

Overview – Supply and Demand
Pitch Supply
7.2

There are 7 sites containing rugby union pitches in Amber Valley (containing a total of 9
pitches). This is a similar level of pitch provision as in 2013, although the composition of
facilities has changed slightly. The pitch at David Nieper School has now closed while
construction work takes place, while works at the Police HQ site have been completed
and the rugby pitch is now open, although it is not available to the community. The rugby
pitch at Heanor Gate School no longer exists as a formal pitch, having been transformed
into several training squares.

7.3

Table 7.1 summarises the distribution of grass pitches and outlines the level of access that is
available.
Table 7.1: Rugby Pitches across Amber Valley Borough

Area

Site

Alfreton

Swanwick Hall School

Amber Valley Rugby Club

Belper

Western
Parishes

1

2 and 1 training
area. 4 midi
pitches overlaid on
2 senior pitches

Community Use
Yes - formal community use agreement.
Access limited at weekends due to
availability of caretaker. Pitches
available during the week
Yes

The Ecclesbourne School

1

No community use available

Belper School and Sixth
Form Centre

1

No community use due to quality of
pitches.

Belper Rugby Club
Ripley

Pitches Available

2 senior pitches
and 2 midi pitches

Yes

Ripley Academy

1

Yes but not used. Also appear to be
interchangeably marked with football.

Police HQ

1

No community use permitted

No provision
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7.4

Table 7.1 indicates that;
•

more than half of the rugby pitches in the Borough are available for community use
but pitches at Ecclesbourne School, The Police HQ and Belper School and Sixth Form
Centre offer no formal community access. This reflects the limited access to school
sites that has been identified for other sports; and

•

there is a spread of pitches across the Borough, with clubs based in Alfreton and
Belper. This means that most residents have good access to opportunities for rugby.

Pitch Quality
7.5

Table 7.2 explores the pitches that are available for community use in more detail. It
highlights the pitches that are provided at each site, and the key issues relating to site
quality that were identified through both site visits and club and key stakeholder
consultation.

7.6

Assessments of pitch quality for rugby are based on guidance produced by the RFU and
Sport
England
(http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-forsport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-guidance/. As well as recording
key characteristics of the site, including pitch condition and available ancillary facilities,
the assessment also evaluates the frequency and type of maintenance, and the drainage
that is installed on the site.

7.7

Table 7.2 reveals that the key issues for quality in relation to club based pitches in Amber
Valley Borough are;
•

a requirement for additional and improved maintenance. Both sites demonstrate
evidence of compaction and a need for earthquaking. As well as maintenance, this
is also influenced by drainage issues;

•

there is evidence of heavy usage and wear and tear at both sites, particularly those
areas that are floodlit and used for training;

•

a need for basic improvements to tidy up sites and enhance the security and
setting; and

•

a requirement for improvement works to the clubhouses and pavilions.

.
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Table 7.2: Quality of Community Use Sites in Amber Valley Borough
Area

Site

Senior
Pitches

Floodlit
pitches

Alfreton

Amber
Valley
Rugby
Club

2

Belper

Belper
Rugby
Club

2

Maintenance
Rating

Ancillary Provision

Site Assessment Comments

Quality Issues identified through consultation

0,
but
floodlit
training
area

Brick built changing
accommodation.
Unmade road and
stoned car park.

Pitches need urgent attention
due to compaction. Posts in
poor condition, particularly on
second pitch. Training area
heavily
mudded.
No
floodlighting on main pitches,
the floodlit training area is
close to the road. There is
room for more pitches on site
but the area has been used for
a bonfire. The facilities look
tired but understandably the
club is not undertaking any
work at the site as they are
hoping to move to a new
custom built facility.

Existing club venue is tired and club are
seeking relocation package from their
current venue to the site known as The
Riddings. The proposals would see a
wholesale improvement in the provision of
facilities available to the club and will
deliver new facilities in accordance with
RFU/SE Guidance. The replacement facilities
planning application is for three rugby
pitches, two with floodlighting, club house
and changing facilities, car parking access
and landscaping. There has been a lack of
recent investment in the current site due to
the status of the relocation proposals. The
training area becomes very overused and
muddy and is not fit for purpose. Match
pitch quality standard but some of the
drainage channels have collapsed and
both pitches suffer from poor drainage.
Some issues with glass / litter / dog fouling
and vehicle tracks.

1

Impressive clubhouse
with social facilities,
fairly new. Club looking
to
reinstate
old
clubhouse
building
which has roof tiles that
require repair and no
roof.

All
pitches
need
decompaction and aeration
to improve surface quality.
These are the main problems
with the pitches. Some issues
with glass / litter etc and site
requires tidying. Main pitch
used for training and therefore
is heavily used and showing
wear. Gate currently broken
which club are seeking to
replace,
site
currently
unsecure. Pitches require some
drainage. Posts in adequate

Club believe pitch quality deteriorated
slightly due to lack of time for maintenance
during summer months. Pitches considered
to be standard to good, but pitch 1 (with
floodlights) suffers from poor drainage.

There are issues with
the gate, it is broken
and needs repair. The
car
park
needs
organising, it is large
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opportunities for rugby.

important

The club wish to erect fencing to prevent
vehicles from driving onto the pitches and to
help alleviate the issues they have with dog
fouling which is considered to be a
significant safety issue raised by parents and
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Area

Site

Senior
Pitches

Floodlit
pitches

Maintenance
Rating

Ancillary Provision

Site Assessment Comments

Quality Issues identified through consultation

but unsurfaced. The
club are trying to
undertake
some
fundamental changes
to their facilities and
buildings.

condition, small pitches have
no
post.
Club
recently
received RFU grant towards
floodlights for the 1st pitch.

players at the club. Site suffers significantly
from unofficial use.
Club also have lease on a parcel of land
adjacent to site along the river. Although
overgrown, there is potential to link this with
the Thornton Road football site for the befit
of junior rugby. This site would require
clearing and levelling but would enable the
extension of the club.

Ripley

Ripley
Academy

1

0

Poor changing
accommodation

Pitch quality limited and drainage issues
experienced.

Alfreton

Swanwick
Hall School

1

0

Basic
changing
accommodation
available.

Basic
maintenance
programme
only
includes mowing and line marking.
Drainage and pitch condition standard to
good, although some issues with litter.

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

146

Demand
7.8

There are only two rugby clubs in Amber Valley Borough, namely Amber Valley Rugby
Club and Belper Rugby Club. This represents a decline from 2013, when there were three
clubs. The Ripley Rhinos folded at the end of the 2015 season because of a dwindling
number of members. They previously played at Ripley Academy and there was only one
pitch which was not in good condition and had no room for expansion. It was thought
that this contributed towards the club’s downfall.

7.9

In contrast, both Amber Valley Rugby Club and Belper Rugby Club have maintained and
/ or increased their membership over the recent years. Amber Valley RUFC have
developed a junior section and both clubs now have female members. This growth may in
part be attributed to the collapse of Ripley Rhinos RUFC.

7.10 Table 7.3 summarises the rugby clubs currently located within Amber Valley Borough.
Table 7.3: Rugby Clubs in the Borough
Club

Amber
Valley
RUFC

Adult Teams

2 male,
female,
vets

1
1

Junior
Teams

Mini /
Midi
Teams

Venue

Area

Amber
Valley
Rugby
Club

Alfreton

Creation
of
new
junior section and
female team. As well
as an increase in the
number of teams, the
number of people in
each age group has
increased meaning
that teams are more
sustainable.

Belper
Rugby
Club

Belper

Participation
fairly
static. Increase in
colts and womens
development, while
junior teams have
declined slightly due
to a lack of players
and
some
teams
have been forced to
merge. There has
been
a
slight
increase
in
the
number of players
participating in midi
rugby although the
number of teams
remains constant.

3

5

Belper
Rugby
Club

2
male.
Ladies team
that
have
not currently
played
enough
fixtures to be
recognised
as a team
(but are in
existence).
Also
development
XV
/occasional
vets team

Trend since 2013

4
including
colts

5

Training Needs
7.11 Belper Rugby Club train at their home ground, having recently received a grant for
floodlighting from the RFU. Senior teams train midweek, while colts, youth and midi teams
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train on a Sunday morning (or play competitive fixtures). Senior teams train twice, while
the female team train once. The total demand for training is 2.5 match equivalents per
week. This assumes that colts, junior and midi teams either train or play competitively and
all demand from these age groups is therefore included within competitive fixtures.
7.12 At Amber Valley Rugby Club, a small training area is floodlit. This is heavily used by the club
as all midweek activity must take place on this patch of land. Up to five match
equivalents per week take place on this area and this means that it becomes quickly
muddy and overused. All senior teams train twice per week and youth teams train at least
once, with training and / or friendly fixtures on a Sunday.
Educational Demand
7.13 A key target of the RFU is to increase the number of state schools playing rugby union.
School participation in rugby is currently progressing well within Amber Valley, especially
within the junior age groups where several tag rugby events have been hosted at Belper
Rugby Club.
7.14 Increasing activity at a schools level is likely to have a knock on demand to membership
within the clubs. Amber Valley RUFC is engaged with the RFU ‘All Schools Programme’
which seeks to ensure players transition from playing at school to the local rugby club i.e.
Amber Valley RFC. They are currently working with 3 local schools.
7.15 Belper Rugby Club are linked into the targeted work programme known as Broadening
Reach Schools. The club has benefited last year with support through the RFU's targeted
work programme 'Holding on Club' whish assists with resources the transition of players
from youth to adult levels. Belper Rugby Club directly engage with schools with a view to
growing membership, and have actively promoted through the School Sports Partnership,
running primary and secondary school tag competitions as well as senior coaches
delivering rugby training sessions directly into secondary schools.
Assessing the Supply and Demand Information and Views
7.16 The adequacy of pitch provision for rugby is measured through the use of match
equivalents. The ability of the pitch stock to service both training needs and competitive
requirements is taken into account. To fully understand activity on a site, consideration is
given to both;
•
•

the adequacy of pitch provision over the course of a week; and
capacity of a site to meet additional demand at peak time.

7.17 For rugby, this analysis is based upon the following principles;
Capacity over the course of a week
7.18 The RFU sets a standard number of match equivalent sessions that natural grass pitches
should be able to sustain without adversely affecting their current quality (pitch carrying
capacity). This is based upon the drainage system installed at the site and the
maintenance programme used to prepare the pitches. The guideline theoretical
capacity for rugby pitches is summarised in Table 7.4.
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Table 7.4: Theoretical Pitch Capacity Ratings (RFU)

Drainage

Maintenance
Poor (M0)

Standard (M1)

Good (M2)

Natural Inadequate (D0)

0.5

1.5

2

Natural Adequate (D1)

1.5

2

3

Pipe Drained (D2)

1.75

2.5

3.25

2

3

3.5

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3)

7.19 The maintenance ratings for clubs in Amber Valley are as follows;
•

Amber Valley Rugby Club - M0/D1 - drainage is pipe drained, although some of
these drains have collapsed meaning that both pitches suffer from drainage issues.
The maintenance programme is however very limited, with no aeration, sand
dressing, fertilisation or weed killing undertaken. In part, this is because the club are
unwilling to invest heavily in maintenance when they are looking to relocate their
club base; and

•

Belper RUFC - M0 / D1 - while drainage is natural but adequate (although there are
some areas considered inadequate), maintenance is fairly limited, with aeration,
sand dressing, fertilisation, weed killer all being carried out only once per year.

7.20 Demand from each rugby club is converted into match equivalent sessions. This takes into
account of both the requirement of pitches to accommodate competitive fixtures, and
also the impact that training sessions will have on the capacity of pitches.
Peak Time Demand
7.21 To identify spare capacity at peak time, the number of match equivalent sessions at peak
time is measured against the number of match equivalent sessions available.
•

senior men’s rugby union - Saturday PM;

•

youth rugby union - Sunday AM;

•

mini/midi rugby union - Sunday AM; and

•

U18-U19 yrs ‘Colts’ rugby union –Sunday AM (male) and Sunday PM (female).

7.22 Table 7.5 therefore provides a summary of activity at each site that is available for
community use and the adequacy of provision to meet demand. Further detail is provided
in the spreadsheet accompanying this assessment of need.
7.23 The text that follows then explores the issues identified for each club in more detail,
highlighting the areas of key concern based upon the calculations undertaken. It should
be noted that for Council venues, calculations include assume that the minimum
maintenance programme is undertaken. On some occasions maintenance may be
supplemented to improve pitch quality.
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Table 7.5: Site Overview tbc
Site

Amber
Valley
Rugby
Club

Maintenance
/ Capacity
Rating

Senior
Pitches

Match
Play

Match
Equivalents
(Training)

Spare
Capacity
(Match
Play)

Spare
Capacity
at Peak
Time
(Adult
Play)

Spare
Capacity
Peak
Time
(Youth
Play)

Spare
Capacity
Including
Training

Overview

M0/D1

2

4.25

5

-1.25

1

0.5

-6.25

Site capacity is restricted by poor
maintenance, which reduces capacity
per pitch to just 1.5 games per week.
Despite this, pitches were in reasonable
condition at the time of site visit. Pitch
quality is believed to have deteriorated
due to a lack of maintenance coupled
with overuse and the club see securing
new facilities as one of their big
priorities. Further refurbishments to the
changing accommodation are also
required. Modelling demonstrates that
there is no spare capacity either during
the week or at peak time and that
particularly when taking into account
the impact of training, pitches are
heavily overused. The floodlights are
now of limited quality and require
upgrade to ensure that training can be
spread across two pitches and not one.
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Site

Belper
Rugby
Club

Maintenance
/ Capacity
Rating

Senior
Pitches

Match
Play

Match
Equivalents
(Training)

Spare
Capacity
(Match
Play)

Spare
Capacity
at Peak
Time
(Adult
Play)

Spare
Capacity
Peak
Time
(Youth
Play)

Spare
Capacity
Including
Training

Overview

M0/D1

2

4.75

2.5

-1.75

1

0.5

-4.25

Site capacity is restricted by poor
maintenance, which reduces capacity
per pitch to just 1.5 games per week.
There was evidence of a need for
decompaction and aeration at the
time of site visit. As a result, pitches are
used above capacity, with match play
alone exceeding optimum levels of
play. Midi play takes place off the adult
pitches which restricts further use of the
facilities. As one pitch is floodlit, all
training activity (2.5 match equivalents)
must also take place on this pitch.
Overplay is therefore -3 across the site
as a whole, but with heavy wear and
tear focused on the floodlit pitch.
Improvements to the maintenance of
pitches would see capacity improved
and overplay reduce.
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Current Picture of Provision
7.24 Table 7.5 therefore indicates that;
•

there is no community use of any of the school sites by rugby clubs – all of these
facilities just accommodate curricular use. This means that there are two pitches
that are available but not used. Taking into account the impact of curricular use,
spare capacity at school sites is therefore equivalent to 2 match equivalents.
While the pitch at Ripley Academy is available at weekends, there are no longer
any clubs in Ripley and therefore limited demand this site. The facility at
Swanwick Hall School could be of benefit to Amber Valley RUFC who are based
in Alfreton, but this pitch is not available at weekends and is not floodlit and
therefore has little role to play during the winter weeks;

•

there is no remaining spare capacity at Belper RUFC; even just taking into
account the use of pitches for matches (-1.75 including use by the female team).
One pitch is also used for training (2.5 match equivalents) meaning that pitch in
particular is heavily overplayed. Capacity at this site is however influenced
significantly by the limited maintenance that is undertaken (M0/D1) and the
drainage issues experienced. Improving maintenance to standard would see
small shortfalls in provision remain, while a good maintenance programme would
see supply match demand (assuming that midi play takes place off the main
pitches). The club have recently secured a lease for additional land to create
further pitches, which would spread the impact of play a little;

•

at Amber Valley RUFC, there is also no remaining spare capacity, with pitches
overplayed (1.25 match equivalents) even just taking into account match play.
Training takes place on a side area meaning that the main pitches are not
subjected to further wear and tear, but if this was to take place on the pitches,
overplay would increase more. As is the situation for Belper Rugby Club,
maintenance at this site is however influenced significantly by the limited
maintenance that is undertaken (M0/D1) and the drainage issues experienced.
Improving maintenance to standard would see small shortfalls in provision
remain, while a good maintenance programme would see supply match
demand (assuming that midi play takes place off the main pitches). All training
takes place in a small floodlit area off the pitches and so this does not impact
pitches further. This part of the site however demonstrates heavy wear and tear
and the training area is perceived to be insufficient to accommodate the needs
of the club; and

•

for both clubs, the limited capacity at their club bases is compounded by the
challenges faced with drainage and compaction of pitches. Strong
maintenance is required to offset these issues, and maintenance at both sites is
limited at the current time. The number of teams run by each club means that in
order for all activity to be accommodated on two pitches, a good maintenance
schedule (giving capacity of at least three match equivalents per week) is
required and it is likely that unmet demand would remain. For both clubs to
function with growth, if training takes place on the pitch, three to four match
pitches would be required. This is summarised below.
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Table 7.6: Rugby Club Requirements
Rugby Club

Match
Equivalent
Demand (Match Play)

Match
Equivalent
Demand (including all
training)

Required number
of
Pitches
(assuming
capacity
of
at
least
2
match
equivalents
per
week per pitch)

Amber Valley Rugby
Club

4.25 match equivalents.
Greater if taking into
account increasing use
by female players and
occasional
vets
/
developmental activity.

4.25 match equivalents
per week matches. Up
to 5 further training
match equivalents.

4 pitches

Belper Rugby Club

4.75 match equivalents,
taking into account
increasing
use
by
female players and
occasional
vets
/
developmental activity.

Minimum 7.25 match
equivalents per week

3 - 4 pitches

7.25 Although there are unused facilities at school sites, it should be noted that rugby is
primarily a club focused sport and facilities are an essential part of the way a club is
run. Use of facilities that are outside of the club base is therefore avoided as far as
possible. Added to this, there are no existing floodlights at any of the school sites,
meaning that they cannot be used for training.
Displaced and Latent Demand
7.26 There is no current evidence of displaced demand for rugby, with both clubs within the
Borough boundaries having their own sites at which they fulfil all training and fixtures.
Both clubs however are seeking to expand their facilities, Belper RFC through extension
of their existing sites and Amber Valley RUFC through relocation. It is thought that new
and improved facilities may stimulate growth in rugby and alleviate any evident latent
demand.
Future Picture
7.27 The future requirement for rugby pitches will be impacted upon by changes to the
population profile, as well as club specific aspirations and changing participation
trends. These issues are considered in turn in order to build an accurate picture of
future demand.
Population Change
7.28 Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group
are required to generate one team. The application of TGRs to population projections
enables the projection of the theoretical number of teams that would be generated
from population growth and provides an understanding of future demand.
7.29 Table 7.7 summarises the current TGRs for rugby and projects the impact of population
growth. It indicates that;
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•

there will be no impact on demand for senior rugby, with less than 1 additional
team created;

•

fewer people within age groups playing youth rugby will create a decline in
participation, potentially exceeding one team; and

•

the number of players in the midi rugby age group will increase, and up to 1
team may be created.

Table 7.7: Impact of Changes to the Population Profile

Current
TGR

Future
populatio
n in age
group
within the
area
(2028)

Potential
Change in
Team Numbers
in Age Group
Current – 2028

Potential
Change in
Team Numbers
in Age Group
(Number of
Teams) Current
- 2028

18870

2696

19450

580

0.2

19587

19587

9794

19450

-137

0.0

Rugby Union
Youth Boys (1318yrs)

4203

4203

701

3420

-783

-1.1

Rugby Union
Youth Girls (1318yrs)

4161

4161

0

3420

-741

0.0

Rugby Union
Mini/Midi Mixed
(7-12yrs)

7667

7667

697

8340

673

1.0

Sport and Age
Groups

Current
populatio
n in age
group
within the
area

Number
of teams
in age
group
within the

Rugby Union
Senior Men (1945yrs)

18870

Rugby Union
Senior Women
(19-45yrs)

Changes in Participation Trends and club development plans
7.30 While TGRs provide an indication of the potential impact of club growth directly
attributable to increases in the population, the RFU believe that this is less indicative of
the likely growth as a whole for rugby. Both rugby clubs in Amber Valley work closely
with the RFU to increase membership and it is hoped that the following growth will
occur in the short term;
•

Amber Valley RUFC are working to increase participation at U15 / U16 level and
are looking to create a colts team as well as a youth girls team; and

•

Belper RUFC- U15 and senior male teams to be created. It is also hoped that
female playing numbers will increase to a level where the team is able to play
sufficient fixtures to be recognised by the RFU.
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Table 7.8: Adequacy of Existing Provision to Meet Projected Future Demand

Club

Current
Position

Impact
of
Population
Growth

Lack of spare
capacity
(match
1.25)
play
only.
Would
increase to 6.25 if training
took place on
pitch. Primarily
influenced by
poor
maintenance
regime
restricting
capacity.

Potential
increase of 1
midi team
(0.25 match
equivalents)
and
reduction in
1 youth
team (1
match
equivalent)
to be spread
between the
two rugby
clubs

Likely Growth from
Club
Development
(Club / RFU)
Potential 1.5
match equivalent
additional, 3 if
including training
(maximum)

Amber
Valley RUFC

Belper RUFC

Lack of spare
capacity
(-match
1.75)
play only. This
increases to 4.25
when
taking
into
account
training.
Primarily
influenced by
poor
maintenance
regime
restricting
capacity.

Potential
increase of 1
midi
team
(0.25 match
equivalents)
and
reduction in
1
youth
team
(1
match
equivalent)
to be spread
between the
two
rugby
clubs

Potential 1 match
equivalent
additional, 2 if
including training.
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Ability of Site to
sustain growth
Existing site
insufficient to
accommodate
play but largely
due to poor
maintenance
and therefore
capacity. If
pitches were to
increase to
standard (2
games per
week) the
existing position
would be -0.25
match
equivalents
(match play
only). Maximum
growth would
generate 1.75
match
equivalents
additional,
creating
shortfall of 2
(match play
only) This may
increase to -8.25
if all match play
and training
took place on
site (including
projected
growth).
Existing
site
insufficient
to
accommodate
play but largely
due to poor
maintenance
and
therefore
capacity.
If
pitches were to
increase
to
standard
(2
games
per
week), provision
would be only
just insufficient to
accommodate
match
play
(0.25) but the
maximum
growth
would

Issues to address
to ensure growth
can
be
accommodated
Improved
maintenance
regime - pitches to
accommodate at
least 2 if not 3
games per week
Additional one to
two pitches
required - to be
delivered through
relocation or
additional pitches
on existing site
Improved facilities
for training
One to two sets of
floodlights to
enable training
activity to be
spread

Improved
maintenance
regime - pitches to
accommodate at
least 2 if not 3
games per week
Additional pitch
required - to be
delivered through
extension of
existing site
One to two sets of
floodlights to
enable training
activity to be
spread
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Current
Position

Club

Impact
of
Population
Growth

Likely Growth from
Club
Development
(Club / RFU)

Ability of Site to
sustain growth
generate
a
shortage of 1.5
match
equivalent
(depending on
where
population
growth created
additional
teams). Taking
into
account
training,
this
could increase
These
to
-4.
shortages would
be exacerbated
if maintenance
was
not
improved

Issues to address
to ensure growth
can
be
accommodated

Forthcoming Changes to Supply
7.31 There are no confirmed changes to the supply of rugby pitches in Amber Valley
Borough. Amber Valley Rugby Club currently have a planning application in involving
the creation of a new site, however this has not yet been determined. This assessment
provides evidence that the three pitches proposed in the planning application would
be appropriate to meet demand at this club, although effective maintenance regimes
would still be required to ensure that demand could be sustained.
7.32 Belper RFC have also secured a lease on adjacent land and are seeking to expand
the site. No plans have been finalised. This assessment provides evidence that an
additional pitch would help to alleviate overplay at the existing site, although
improvements to the maintenance schedule at this site should be the first priority to
maximise the benefit of the resources that already exist.
7.33 Both Amber Valley RFC and Belper RFC are currently part of the Local Rugby
Partnership that is involved with a proposed AGP at Derby RFC. Either of both clubs
may therefore look to secure access to this facility for training from September. If
training slots were secured, this would reduce levels of usage on the respective grass
pitch sites and therefore the requirement for further provision.
The RFU AGP Strategy (2015)
7.34 The RFU Council has recently approved a strategy to invest in Artificial Grass Pitches
(AGP) which will see 100 artificial, floodlit pitches installed across the country over a
four-year period. The strategy will see the creation of;
•

60 AGPs on rugby club sites to be used by the host club and other local clubs;
and

•

40 on community sites with a guaranteed number of hours for use by rugby.
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7.35 The key drivers for this are to sustain and grow participation while addressing the
increasing pressure on natural turf pitches, changing player expectations, competition
from other sports investing in artificial pitches and changing weather conditions.
7.36 Although in it’s infancy, the new strategy may provide opportunities for the
development of a Rugby Compliant 3g AGP (potentially linked with needs for football)
either within Amber Valley to serve the needs of both clubs, or on the borders of the
Borough at another community club, but with access for other clubs including those in
Amber Valley.
Key Issues and Summary
7.37 The key issues to address for rugby are summarised in Section 8.
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8: Key Issues
Introduction
11.1 This section brings together the findings for each sport set out in Sections 4 – 7 and
summarises the key issues emerging for each sport. These in turn form the basis of the
Action Plans set out in the separate report.
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Cricket
Context
The amount of pitches consistent with 2013. Further capacity has been developed within the club sector, while a Council venue (Charles Hill Recreation
Ground) has closed and a school pitch (David Nieper School) is under reconstruction. There is a strong reliance on the voluntary sector, with most sites
managed by clubs.
Significant investment has been made since the 2013 strategy into the quality of facilities. The quality of facilities therefore remains good, although some
issues remain. Key areas for improvement continue to be drainage and the quality of training facilities.
Cricket in Amber Valley is thriving both in terms of participation, but also in terms of facility development and partnership working. As in 2013, there are
strong foundations in place for senior and junior cricket.
The number of teams has remained broadly static and all clubs in existence in 2013 continue to play today. Since the previous PPS, Last Man Stands, a
shorter form of the game run globally as a franchise, now runs in Derby City, with overspill activity taking place at Denby CC. Some clubs within Amber
Valley Borough also participate in this activity.
Nationally, there is a strong drive on increasing participation in cricket through the new ECB Strategy Cricket Unleashed. Key priorities include support
for clubs, providing opportunities for children through schools and breaking down barriers to access, including the provision of indoor, small sided and
new formats of the game. Numerous cricket clubs in Amber Valley Borough have expressed an appetite for continued growth.
Adequacy of Provision
The adequacy of facilities for cricket is measured by comparing the amount of wickets available against the level of use of these wickets across the
season, as well as peak time patterns of play. Analysis reveals that;
•

•

When measuring play across the season, the majority of sites can sustain further play;
-

there are five sites that are overplayed - Hurt Arms (Ambergate CC), GB Barrington Playing Fields (Kirk Langley CC) , Langley Mill United (all
have small squares), The Field - Shipley Hall CC and South Wingfield CC (both have high levels of use). South Wingfield CC are currently in
the process of creating a second ground which is due to open next season;

-

there are no sites receiving no play and only Whitemoor Recreation Ground (an overspill venue) receives limited play; and

-

Alfreton CC, Duffield CC, Belper Amateurs CC and Shipley Hall CC control use of their grass pitches by using non turf wickets for junior play.
Non turf wickets are also used for friendlies and Last Man Stands at Denby CC.

While use of the grass square is managed by some clubs using non turf wickets, several clubs are lacking in training facilities (no non turf wickets or
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nets or facilities in poor condition) and therefore there is perhaps greater pressures on the existing square than initially appears. This is evident at
Ambergate CC, Belper Meadows CC, Codnor CC, GB Barrington Playing Fields, Langley Mill United CC, Maryfield Ground (Marehay CC),
Riddings CC, Sam Heath Playing Fields (Muggington CC), South Wingfield CC and Crayshill Park (Swanwick Hall CC). This is particularly critical at
sites that are already at capacity taking into account just competitive fixtures (GB Barrington Playing Fields, Langley Mill United Cricket Club,
South Wingfield CC) as it exacerbates pressures further;
•

While across the season there is scope for a small amount of additional play, capacity is much more restricted at peak time. Denby CC and
Swanwick Hall CC (Crayshill Park) are the only sites that are able to accommodate an additional team, but there are constraints around the use
of the facilities at Denby and in reality their fifth team is already travelling to Whitemoor Recreation Ground. Teams from South Wingfield CC,
Marehay CC, Alfreton CC and Stainsby Hall CC are already displaced. There is no further capacity at Duffield CC, but one slot here is filled by
Darley Abbey CC, a team travelling in from outside of the Borough;

•

The impact of population growth will be limited, as there is a slight reduction in the number of people in target age groups. This may generate a
reduction of 3 adult teams; and

•

Work to increase participation driven through local implementation of the national strategy is therefore most likely to be influential and most likely
to result in additional facility demands. Many clubs have growth aspirations and capacity would be insufficient to accommodate these at
Codnor CC, Butterley CC and Ambergate CC. Aspirations of Muggington CC and Swanwick Hall CC would also cause further displacement.

Key Issues for Cricket
•

Capacity issues at some sites

•

Poor quality of facilities impacting on ability to sustain matches

•

Lack of / poor quality training facilities
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Hockey
Context
•

Hockey is now almost exclusively played on Artificial Grass Pitches. Artificial pitches that are suitable for hockey include water based, sand filled,
sand dressed and short pile. There are two full sized pitches in Amber Valley that are suitable for hockey (Belper Meadows is water based, Ripley
Academy is sand based). These pitches are supplemented by a number of small sized sand based pitches;

•

The quality of the facility at Belper Meadows is good, with no issues identified. In contrast, the pitch at Ripley Academy has a poor surface as well as
poor changing and spectator facilities;

•

There two hockey clubs playing in Amber Valley - Belper Hockey Club – based at Belper Meadows and Amber Valley Hornets Hockey Club, based
at Ripley Academy. In total, they run 28 teams, which is a significant increase on participation in 2028. All but one of these teams is based at Belper
Hockey Club;

•

Both hockey clubs are dissatisfied with the current levels of provision in Amber Valley for hockey. Concerns are raised in relation to access to facilities
both for training and matches. The quality of facilities is also highlighted as problematic;

•

Analysis of use of the facilities at a peak time suggests that there is demand for 6.5 match equivalents. The total supply is 8, meaning that there is a
small amount of spare capacity left and in theory the supply of 2 pitches is sufficient. Pitch quality at Ripley Academy however means that Belper
HC won’t use site and instead travel to Derby to an alternative venue. They are also not satisfied with the quality of the pitch in Derby and therefore
believe there to be a deficit of pitches of appropriate quality. This issue was also raised in 2013, but pitch quality at Ripley Academy has got worse in
the interim and is in part attributed to the poor condition of this site;

•

The pitch at Belper HC is shared with football, but the club has access to at least 13 hours midweek training. The club however indicate that more is
required to reach their potential, but competing interests mean that no further training time is available. As a result, some hockey training takes
place out of the Borough in Derby. There is no use of the Ripley Academy pitch for training, but this is used for football. Hockey therefore competes
with football for access to training facilities, although this has reduced to some degree following development of pitch at Belper Leisure Centre. The
use of the hockey pitches for football is also important from a sustainability perspective;

•

Population change will have limited impact on demand for hockey - there will be a slight decline in the number of participants caused by the
ageing population profile, but this will be insufficient to see a reduction in teams in any age group;

•

Belper HC however has aspirations for ongoing growth and this will have a knock on impact for demand for pitches. The club are currently running
Back to Hockey and are looking to develop further senior and junior teams; and

•

2 good quality pitches would be sufficient to accommodate current and projected future growth (capacity for additional 1.5 matches at peak
time).
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Key Issues for Hockey

•

Poor quality of second facility generating displacement; and

•

High demand at peak time

Rugby Union
Context
There are 7 sites containing rugby union pitches in Amber Valley (containing a total of 9 pitches). This is a similar level of pitch provision as in 2013, although
the composition of facilities has changed slightly. The pitch at David Nieper School has now closed while construction work takes place, while works at the
Police HQ site have been completed and the rugby pitch is now open, although it is not available to the community.
Two of the sites containing rugby pitches are club bases - At Amber Valley Rugby Club and Belper Rugby Club. Both sites contain two pitches each and
quality issues are identified at each. Both sites demonstrate evidence of compaction and a need for earthquaking. As well as maintenance, this is also
influenced by drainage issues. There is also evidence of heavy usage and wear and tear at both sites, particularly those areas that are floodlit and used for
training. Clubhouses and pavilions would also benefit from refurbishment.
There are only two rugby clubs in Amber Valley Borough -Amber Valley Rugby Club and Belper Rugby Club. This represents a decline from 2013, when
there were three clubs. The Ripley Rhinos folded at the end of the 2015 season because of a dwindling number of members. In contrast, both Amber Valley
Rugby Club and Belper Rugby Club increased their membership over the recent years. Amber Valley RUFC have developed a junior section and both
clubs now have female members. This growth may in part be attributed to the collapse of Ripley Rhinos RUFC.
A key target of the RFU is to increase the number of state schools playing rugby union. School participation in rugby is currently progressing well within
Amber Valley, especially within the junior age groups where several tag rugby events have been hosted at Belper Rugby Club.
Increasing activity at a schools level is likely to have a knock on demand to membership within the clubs.
Adequacy of Provision
The adequacy of pitch provision for rugby is measured through the use of match equivalents. The ability of the pitch stock to service both training needs
and competitive requirements is taken into account. To fully understand activity on a site, consideration is given to both;

•

The adequacy of pitch provision over the course of a week; and

•

Capacity of a site to meet additional demand at peak time.
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Evidence collated reveals that;
•

There is no community use of any of the school sites by rugby clubs – all of these facilities just accommodate curricular use. This means that there are
two pitches that are available but not used. Taking into account the impact of curricular use, spare capacity at school sites is therefore equivalent
to 2 match equivalents. While the pitch at Ripley Academy is available at weekends, there are no longer any clubs in Ripley and therefore limited
demand this site. The facility at Swanwick Hall School could be of benefit to Amber Valley RUFC who are based in Alfreton, but this pitch is not
available at weekends and is not floodlit and therefore has little role to play during the winter weeks;

•

There is no remaining spare capacity at Belper RUFC; even just taking into account the use of pitches for matches (-0.5). This assumes that midi play
takes place off the main pitches. One pitch is also used for training (2.5 match equivalents) meaning that pitch in particular is heavily overplayed.
Overplay increases to -3 when taking into account training. Capacity at this site is however influenced significantly by the limited maintenance that
is undertaken (M0/D1) and the drainage issues experienced. Improving maintenance to standard would see small shortfalls in provision remain, while
a good maintenance programme would see supply match demand (assuming that midi play takes place off the main pitches). The club have
recently secured a lease for additional land to create further pitches, which would spread the impact of play a little;

•

At Amber Valley RUFC, spare capacity is also limited due to the growing junior section, with shortages of -2.5 match equivalents.. All training takes
place in a small floodlit area off the pitches and so this does not impact pitches further but this part of the site demonstrates heavy wear and tear;

•

For both clubs, the limited capacity at their club bases is compounded by the challenges faced with drainage and compaction of pitches. Strong
maintenance is required to offset these issues, and maintenance at both sites is limited at the current time. The number of teams run by each club
means that in order for all activity to be accommodated on two pitches, a good maintenance schedule (giving capacity of at least 3 match
equivalents per week) is required (and shortfalls would still remain). For each club, scenario testing indicates that three to four pitches would ensure
that growth aspirations could be accommodated; and

•

Both clubs also demonstrate significant use of their training areas, as each have only one floodlit area. This is further exacerbating the high levels of
wear and tear.

Key Issues for Rugby
•
•
•

Capacity issues at both clubs;
Poor maintenance regimes at both clubs; and
Overuse of training facilities.
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Football
•

Since the 2013 strategy was completed, a review of youth football has been completed by the FA. As a result a number of pitches of different sizes
are needed to accommodate play for teams of different ages and the variety of pitches provided in Amber Valley in 2017 is therefore greater than
it was in 2013;

•

There are now 59 individual formal football pitches currently available for community use across Amber Valley. This represents a significant decline
on the total number of pitches in 2013, where 86 pitches were available (secured or unsecured for community use). 17% of pitches available are at
school sites, where there are greater insecurities about the future availability of pitches to the community (particularly since the conversion to
academies). There is just one 3g pitch available for use for competitive play (only pitches listed on the FA register can be used). This is located at
Belper Leisure Centre;

•

Consultation undertaken as part of this review indicates that the level of dissatisfaction has increased slightly, with quality concerns still high on the
agenda for many respondents. Interestingly, a much higher proportion of clubs cite challenges securing appropriate pitches (particularly those with
junior teams) than was evident in 2013. This may be a consequence of the number of sites that have been taken out of use, but equally is likely to be
reflective of the impact of the FA Youth review, which requires teams to play on appropriately sized pitches;

•

A lack of facilities for training and youth football are perceived to be the key barriers to football development in Amber Valley. The cost of hiring
facilities and challenges recruiting coaches are also issues for clubs, as well as issues attracting funding. Not all barriers to football development are
therefore directly related to facilities;

•

Site visits reveal that almost all pitches are categorised as standard (based upon the views of providers / users / site visits). There are few pitches of
very high quality and most scores are positioned between 50% (a low standard score) and 65% (mid standard score). Key issues arising were
drainage, poor grass coverage, compaction, issues with informal use and the provision of poor goalposts;

•

There are 215 teams, which represents a significant increase on the number of teams identified in 2013 (192). While almost all adult teams and those
aged U13 and above based within Amber Valley play within the Borough, the league structure means that a high proportion of mini soccer teams
and teams aged up to U12 travel to Derby to play. This is because the Derby Junior League and Kickstart Youth League operate as a central venue
league and the Rowsley and District Youth League also runs central venues for younger players. The Derbyshire Girls and Ladies League operates
similarly. Some clubs indicated during the consultation process that they enter their teams into leagues using central venues as a result of the lack of
available options for play in the Borough ie through necessity rather than desire, meaning that it is facilities that is currently driving participation
patterns;

•

There is also a small amount of displacement of adult teams, with AFC Lea Holloway and Belper United both travelling out of the Borough to find
appropriate facilities; and

•

There is extensive use of facilities for training, with clubs using the pitch at Belper Leisure Centre, as well as an array of sand based pitches and
smaller sized 3g pitches. There is also evidence of a small amount of training on grass, as well as travel out of the Borough to access 3g pitches. The
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lack of training pitches arose as a key issue across the Borough, with concerns including cost, lack of access in desirable time slots and quality issues
at existing facilities.
Adequacy of Pitch Provision
•

The majority of pitches in the Borough are able to sustain additional play across the week. While several sites are used in more than one time slot,
there remains spare capacity on the majority of pitches. Despite this, many sites demonstrate evidence of wear and tear, particularly compaction;

•

Overplay is primarily concentrated on pitches at the home of private clubs, specifically Heanor Town, Holbrook St Michaels, Holbrook Welfare,
Sleetmoor Lane (ADASC) and Eyes Meadow (Duffield Dynamos). Outside of Heanor Town, there is no overplay at any Council managed facility. In
some instances, the clubs owning / managing sites are permitting additional usage of their facility in order to secure additional income;

•

Only four sites contain pitches that are played to the level that they can sustain. Two of these are primarily associated with club bases - Kilburn
Miners Welfare and Eyes Meadow, while Ripley Academy 9v9 pitch is played to the level it can sustain due to the requirement to accommodate
curricular as well as community activity. Alton Manor Recreation Ground is the most heavily used Council venue and this site can not sustain any
further activity;

•

Following the temporary closure (sites not marked out this year) of several sites, there are few pitches that are available to the community that have
limited use. Some sites however do not have any clear regular usage (more likely acting as ad hoc overspill). These include Alfreton Welfare
Recreation Ground, some pitches at Greenwich Park, some pitches at Riddings Park and Swanwick Welfare Recreation Ground. There is also
relatively limited use (less than one match equivalent per week) at Codnor Recreation round, Crayshill Park, Dobholes Lane, Ironville, some pitches
at Lockton Avenue and Manor Road Recreation Ground;

•

The strong spread of play means that peak time demand is more dispersed and as a consequence, can often mean that pitches are required to
sustain a greater number of matches (leading to capacity pressures when taking into account the level of activity across the week). As
demonstrated however, in Amber Valley, it is clear that pitches can sustain more play across the week. This situation is also echoed at peak time,
with most sites able to fit in more matches at the peak time for their respective type of football. Alton Manor Recreation Ground, Swanwick Highfield
Road, Heanor Town, Eyes Meadow, Holbrook St Michaels and Holbrook Welfare are the only sites where adult pitches are at capacity at peak time.
All of these sites currently host teams playing at a high standard (and therefore more likely to play on a Saturday). Availability of adult pitches at
other times will be returned to later in this section, as it is clear that there are pressures on different types of pitches at different times (and indeed
that adult pitches are also used by younger teams on some sites). Similarly for youth football, most sites can sustain further play on a Sunday morning,
with only ADASC, Eyes Meadow, Heanor Miners Welfare, Thornton Playing Field and Thomas William at capacity. There are few pitches of smaller
size, but only those at ADASC, Eyes Meadow and Ripley Academy are unable to sustain more games at peak time. Reflecting the level of use across
the week, in general therefore there is good availability of pitches at peak time;

•

The lack of capacity issues at sites (as well as the use of central venues outside of the Borough for younger teams) reflects the limited amount of
overmarking that takes place. Only Dobholes Lane, ADASC Sports Ground and Swanwick Hall School demonstrate any overmarking during the
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current season;
•

Some sites offering spare capacity in reality are unsecured - ie the long term availability of these pitches for community use cannot be guaranteed;

•

The overall picture does however disguise localised pressures, some of which were referred to by teams during consultations and heavy use of some
pitches. These include;
-

although there is sufficient provision in Alfreton, there are quality issues on several pitches. This may impact on the overall capacity of facilities
in future years. Much of the spare capacity is also evident at school sites which are not secured for long term use;

-

all pyramid clubs playing in Belper are at capacity and there is a degree of overplay. There is no spare capacity on youth or 9v9 pitches and
some growth aspirations cannot be met. Belper United are also displaced due to a lack of appropriate facilities;

-

pitch provision is also fairly closely matched in Heanor. While there is some spare capacity at the current time, again there are quality
concerns which may see a reduction in capacity in future years. There are also no facilities for younger teams, driving all to play outside of the
Borough;

-

provision in Ripley is reliant on facilities at a school site. There would be gaps in the provision and displacement if access to this site was
withdrawn. There are also some qualitative improvements required; and

-

there is no provision in the western parishes and one team is displaced as a result.

Key Issues for Football
•

Localised capacity pressures (youth and 9v9 pitches) and views of clubs that there is a lack of 7v7 / 5v5 pitches

•

Quality issues that may impact on capacity

•

Lack of appropriate training facilities

•

Unused capacity at Belper Leisure Centre (although it is believed that this may become a central venue for the Derby Junior Football League in
future years)

•

Reliance on school venues that are unsecured

11.2 Tables 8.1 - 8.5 summarise the key issues in each area of the Borough.
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Table 8.1: Alfreton
Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Issues Identified

Cricket

Spare capacity across the season fairly limited.

Capacity issues at South Wingfield CC and
Alfreton CC.

Some spare capacity at two fairly small clubs, although both are of lower quality
than other grounds in the Borough.
South Wingfield CC is currently overplayed, however the club are currently
constructing a second group which will alleviate this issue when complete.
At peak time, Swanwick Hall CC is the only site with capacity and Alfreton CC are
displaced out of the Borough. Alfreton CC have indicated that their preferred
second ground would be the Swanwick Hall CC site. Use of this ground would see all
clubs meeting baseline demand.

Poor / No Training Facilities - South
Wingfield CC, Swanwick Hall CC (nets and
non turf wicket), Riddings CC - (repair to
non turf wicket).

Swanwick Hall, South Wingfield CC and Riddings CC are all however lacking in
appropriate non turf and training facilities, which increases the reliance on grass
wickets. There is little spare capacity to accommodate this. This is particularly critical
at South Wingfield (overplayed) although this will be rectified through the provision
of an additional ground.
No major quality issues identified - lack of non turf wickets at key sites is key priority.
Hockey

No demand for hockey.

N/a

Rugby

At Amber Valley RUFC, there is also no remaining spare capacity, with pitches
heavily overplayed (-2 match equivalents) even just taking into account match
play. Training takes place on a side area meaning that the main pitches are not
subjected to further wear and tear. As is the situation for Belper Rugby Club,
maintenance at this site is however influenced significantly by the limited
maintenance that is undertaken (M0/D1) and the drainage issues experienced.
Improving maintenance to standard would see small shortfalls in provision remain,
while a good maintenance programme would see supply match demand
(assuming that midi play takes place off the main pitches). All training takes place in
a small floodlit area off the pitches and so this does not impact pitches further. This
part of the site however demonstrates heavy wear and tear and the training area is
perceived to be insufficient to accommodate the needs of the club.

Lack of spare capacity
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Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Issues Identified

Football

For all types of pitch, supply meets demand and indeed, it is in Alfreton where the
greatest quantities of spare capacity exist. Growth aspirations also limited in this
area, except at ADASC.

•

Provision sufficient overall

•

Quality issues at most sites, particularly
drainage and uneven surfaces.
Several sites achieving quality scores
below 60% - includes Alfreton Welfare,
some ADASC pitches, Ironville, Riddings
Park, Crayshill Park, Swanwick Welfare

•

Evidence of wear and tear on many
sites including compaction, despite
low levels of use. Ongoing
deterioration of quality would lead to
supply becoming more closely
matched with demand

•

poor drainage on ADASC site and club
seeking to achieve Step 7 team, which
current site does not meet regulations
for

•

Unsecured access to Swanwick Hall
School and Woodbridge Junior School

•

ADASC approaching capacity for
younger teams (although there is
scope for reorganisation due to
capacity on existing site

•

Lack of 7v7 / 5v5 pitches with the only
provision being at school sites / ADASC
(across other pitches)

•

Several sites currently out of use but no
clear evidence of demand for these
pitches.

Much of the spare capacity is found at Swanwick Hall School, which currently offers
community use, but is not used. This site is only secured until 2018 and withdrawal of
community access to this site would see much of the spare capacity removed.
A higher number of pitches in Alfreton than in other areas achieve scores in the
lower echelons of standard, meaning that they are in danger of becoming poor in
the event of heavy usage and / or a reduction in maintenance. This would see an
overall reduction in the capacity of sites and a subsequent reduction in spare
capacity. For adult pitches, this could see spare capacity reduce to 9 match
equivalents per week (6 at peak time) and for youth provision 3 match equivalents
per week (4 at peak time).
Reflecting the quality issues, the majority of concerns raised by clubs focused on the
quality of facilities and the associated maintenance practices. Sites are perceived
to suffer from their status as publically accessible recreation areas (dog fouling etc)
and several sites are perceived to be poorly maintained and with other challenges,
particularly uneven surfaces. If quality is not addressed in the area, there is potential
that supply could become much more closely matched with demand, particularly
for youth football. If also linked with the withdrawal of access to Swanwick Hall
School, provision could become very closely linked.

•

Capacity at ADASC (the largest club) is becoming limited for younger players,
although there is scope to tailor pitches on the site to ensure that demand is
not inhibited.
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Belper
Area

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to address

Cricket

All three club sites currently have a degree of spare
capacity and Duffield CC are currently
accommodating a team from outside the Borough
at peak time (Darley Abbey CC). Unused capacity
is the highest in the Borough (although still relatively
low).

Quality Issues:

Whitemoor Recreation Ground is used only as an
overspill for Denby CC (Ripley area) who have 3
grounds but cannot always use all three at one
time. There is no clear evidence of demand from
teams within Belper area.
Lack of training facilities at Belper Meadows CC
increases use of grass pitches which may impact
upon adequacy of provision longer term.

•

Drainage improvements - Belper Meadows CC, Belper Amateurs CC

•

Maintenance issues - Duffield CC (Fairy Ring), Belper Amateurs CC,
Whitemoor Recreation Ground (weeds)

•

Pavilion - Belper Amateurs CC

•

Pitch Quality issues - Whitemoor Recreation Ground (levelling), Shipley Hall
CC, Heanor CC (outfield condition, balance between football and
cricket).

Training Facilities at Belper Meadows CC (non turf wicket, refurbishment of nets).

Capacity at Whitemoor Recreation Ground for 0.5
match equivalents at peak time. Duffield CC
accommodating team from outside Borough.
Quality of provision good overall with only minor
issues identified. Other than minor maintenance
issues (Duffield CC Fairy Ring) and drainage
(Packhorse Ground) key priorities are updating
existing sites and enhancing maintenance.
Quality of pitch and square at Whitemoor
Recreation Ground more limited and reduced
ancillary
facilities
prevents
use
in
many
competitions.

AVBC: PPS Assessment Report

169

Area

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to address

Hockey

Belper Meadows Water based pitch is an important
site for hockey accommodating JDC as well as
club. Site at capacity at peak times for hockey as
well as for training Monday - Thursday in priority
slots. Site also accommodates high quantity of
football training from local clubs and these teams
compete for access to preferred training slots with
hockey.

•

Displacement of Belper HC teams to Derby due to lack of appropriate
facilities in Amber Valley.

No remaining spare capacity at Belper RUFC; even
just taking into account the use of pitches for
matches (-0.5). One pitch is also used for training
(2.5 match equivalents) meaning that pitch in
particular is heavily overplayed. Capacity at this
site is however influenced significantly by the
limited maintenance that is undertaken (M0/D1)
and the drainage issues experienced. Improving
maintenance to standard would see small shortfalls
in provision remain, while a good maintenance
programme would see supply match demand
(assuming that midi play takes place off the main
pitches). The club have recently secured a lease
for additional land to create further pitches, which
would spread the impact of play a little.

•

Lack of spare capacity

•

Maintenance issues

•

Overuse of training pitch

For adult football, supply meets demand however
there are pressures on youth and 9v9 pitches and

•

All sites accommodating pyramid teams at capacity. Belper United

Any spare capacity is ad hoc and at undesirable
times. Hockey club who manage site currently
displaced to Derby for several hours a week as a
result of lack of availability on own site. Provision
insufficient within the town and the poor quality of
pitch at Ripley means club choose to travel to
Derby. Two pitches of appropriate quality required
to service hockey needs if all activity is to be
retained within Amber Valley.
Rugby

Football
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Area

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to address

some key sites are overplayed. There is no spare
capacity at peak time on 9v9 or youth pitches
and in addition, there is a complete lack of
provision for younger age groups.
There is however two tiers of quality in Belper, with
pitches serving pyramid teams of a higher
standard than other facilities targeting lower level
teams. While there is spare capacity for adults
overall (7 match equivalents and 5.5 at peak
time) therefore, Belper United are displaced due
to a lack of facilities of appropriate standard for
their league. The only spare capacity actually
exists at Manor Recreation Ground / Thornton
Playing Fields / Whitemoor Recreation Ground - all
of which target lower level teams. There is
overplay at other key sites, including Eyes
Meadow, Holbrook St Michaels and Holbrook
Miners Welfare.
The pressures on the existing stock of pitches
means that youth teams in Belper are using adult
pitches, which further intensifies the use of these
facilities. Clubs indicate that they travel outside of
the Borough to use central venues by necessity
rather than choice.

displaced due to lack of appropriate facilities
•

Existing youth and 9v9 pitches at capacity. Lack of smaller sized pitches
means clubs are particularly restricted if they wish to enter home / away
leagues. No school sites available to access and clubs indicate lack of
venues is a key issue. Calculations demonstrate significant pressures on 9v9
and youth pitches

•

Presence of 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre provides further capacity but
is underused (although it may become a central venue for Derby Junior
League in future years)

•

Eyes Meadow used extensively for training as well as matches - impacts
upon capacity of pitches for match play. Site at capacity particularly for
younger teams

•

Evidence of wear and tear on many sites including compaction, impacts
on overall quality. Quality higher than other areas, but Eyes Meadow
showing evidence of heavy use as well as some other sites. Manor
Recreation area and Thornton Playing Fields are poorer quality sites and
quality is key complaint from club

•

Growth aspirations that cannot be met in Duffield and for Belper Ladies (if
not playing in central venue leagues).

There are opportunities to increase usage of the
existing 3g pitch at Belper Leisure Centre for
formal play as this site is currently only used as an
overspill venue. There are also facilities at school
venues that are currently unused which may offer
opportunities, as well as former pitches that are no
longer available (Bargate Rec and Milford). There
is potential that the Belper Leisure Centre pitch
may become a central venue for Derby Junior
League in future years.
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Area

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to address

Aspirations of clubs will place further pressures on
pitches and as there is already insufficient
capacity, it is unlikely that these can be met.

Heanor
Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Issues to address

Cricket

After Belper, unused capacity is the highest in the
Borough (although still relatively low). Both Langley
Mill United and Shipley Halls CC experience
overplay.

Capacity Issues -

There are no sites with spare capacity at peak time
and Stainsby Hall CC travel outside the Borough.
Provision is more tightly balanced with supply than
appears therefore through theoretical capacity
analysis.
Added to this, Langley Mill United (which suffers
overplay) also has no training / non turf facilities
which exacerbates the issue. Codnor CC are also
lacking in this provision but have a small degree of
spare capacity across the season.
Charles Hill Playing Field remains unused. While
there is no clear evidence of demand for this site
across the season, there is a lack of alternative
options for Stainsby Hall CC at peak periods
currently

•

Stainsby Hall CC - club displaced out of the Borough

•

Langley Mill United

•

Shipley Hall CC - high level of use

•

Future of Charles Hill Playing Field

Quality Issues
•

Pavilion - Heanor CC

•

Langley Mill United CC - drainage

Pitch Quality issues - Shipley Hall CC, Heanor CC (outfield condition, balance
between football and cricket)
Training Facilities - Shipley Hall CC, Codnor CC, Heanor CC - (non turf wicket),
Stainsby Hall CC - (non turf wicket), Langley Mill United (overplay due to small
square). Improvements to non turf wicket would provide extra capacity.

Quality of Heanor Town Ground impacted by use
for football - cricket side-lined for football and
ground is bare in parts with issues for storage and
changing. Drainage issues also evident at Langley
Mill United.
Lack of training facilities evident at some sites and
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Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Issues to address

this is a priority, particularly where there is also a
lack of capacity (see capacity comments).
Hockey

No existing club or supply and no evidence of
demand.

N/a

Rugby

No existing club. Provision at school sites for
curricular use only.

N/a

Football

The supply of pitches is relatively limited in Heanor,
with only adult and youth pitches provided. Supply
is very closely matched with demand. There are
only 2 match equivalents available (1.5 if removing
unsecured pitches) on adult pitches across the
week, and just 2.5 at peak time. For youth football,
there is greater spare capacity, with 3 match
equivalents available at peak time.

•

Pitch provision closely matched with demand

•

Lack of pitches 9v9 and below and youth pitches approaching capacity.
Likely to be over capacity if growth aspirations of clubs are achieved

•

Clubs consider there to be insufficient facilities in town, particularly smaller
sized pitches. Clubs indicate that they have no choice but to play central
venue leagues

The quality of pitches however means that some
sites are close to being in poor condition and this is
a key concern for clubs. If deterioration occurred,
spare capacity across the week would reduce
further.

•

ALM FC and Bargate Kestrals looking to lease pitches

•

Aldercar High School used for community use but currently unsecured

•

Quality of Codnor Recreation Ground, Dobholes Lane and Heanor Miners
Welfare Limited. Insufficient maintenance undertaken and facilities poor.
Clubs raise significant concerns about pitch quality as well as amount of
pitches.

Heanor Town is the only site that is overplayed and
all others have capacity to sustain additional play,
with most also able to accommodate play at
peak time.
The lack of pitches for younger teams however is
raised an issue, with clubs forced to travel to
central venues out of necessity rather than choice.
This will be exacerbated if club growth aspirations
are met, as there are only 3 match equivalents
available on youth pitches at peak time and
teams in the area are seeking increases to youth
football.
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Ripley
Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to Address

Cricket

Two of the four grounds have spare capacity
across the season. There is overplay at Ambergate
CC (and team closed due to lack of capacity) and
Butterley United CC use facilities at Greenwich Park
to the level that can be sustained. Added to
quality concerns, Maryfield Ground and Butterley
United are also lacking in appropriate non turf and
training provision. This is particularly key at Butterley
United where grass wickets are already used to the
level that they can sustain. Further work is also
required to ensure that facilities at Denby CC are
functional.

Capacity issues - Greenwich
accommodated. Marehay CC.

All sites in Ripley require drainage improvements
(installation and maintenance including
earthquaking and vertidraining. Quality is more
compromised in Ripley than in any other area due
to drainage. Condition of pitch and changing
accommodation at Greenwich Park also requires
improvement.

Park

-

growth

aspirations

cannot

be

Quality Issues
•

Drainage improvements - Ambergate CC, Denby CC, Marehay CC

•

Maintenance issues - Greenwich Park (condition of ground)

•

Pavilion - Butterley United CC

Training Facilities
•

Hurt Arms Ambergate - Non turf wicket improvements

•

Greenwich Park - refurbished non turf wicket.

•

Poor condition of pitch at Ripley Academy and role of site moving forward

•

Provision of appropriate facility for Amber Valley Hornets.

Lack of training facilities evident at some sites and
this is a priority, particularly where there is also a
lack of capacity (see capacity comments).
Hockey

Limited hockey usage despite sand based surface.
Club indicate that growth is inhibited by pitch
quality as well as developing in the shadows of
Belper Hockey Club. The majority of use of the site is
football training (Codnor Boys and Ripley Town in
particular). Poor condition of pitch thought to
significantly reduce use of site.. Site does not meet
needs of club, but club only have one team. Pitch
not used by other team in Borough and instead
accommodates training activity. Overall demand
suggests that there is a need for 2 facilities of
appropriate quality in the Borough. There is spare
capacity at peak time on the site at Ripley
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Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues to Address

Academy.
Rugby

No existing club and no evidence of demand for
new club. Provision at school sites for curricular use
only.

Football

Supply is closely matched with demand, echoing
the situation in the 2013 PPS and that quality of
pitches also remains an issue.
For adult football, both sites have spare capacity
at peak time and across the week. Youth football is
more restricted however, with 2 match equivalents
available only and 1 match equivalent at peak
time. There is reliance on Ripley Academy as an
unsecured venue and no spare capacity would
remain if this site was withdrawn and teams would
become displaced.

N/a

•

Pitch provision closely matched with demand, despite a lack of overplay in
the area

•

Reliance on Ripley Academy for smaller sized pitches - an unsecured
venue. Withdrawal of community use at this site would have significant
implications for overall provision and teams would become displaced

•

Quality issues at all sites in the area with weeds and undulation as well as
compaction evident. Athletics track overmarked on grass pitches at
school causing trip hazard. Poor drainage on sites

•

Clubs believe there to be a lack of small sized pitches in the area, forcing
teams to play in central venue leagues.

This would also be the situation for 9v9 football.

Western Parishes
Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues

Cricket

Spare capacity is fairly limited, with no site having 2
or more strips available. At Quarndon CC and
Mugginton CC supply is sufficient to meet demand
while overplay is evident at Kirk Langley due to the
small size of the square. There are no teams within
the western parishes displaced and indeed,
Muggington CC accommodate a team from
elsewhere, indicating that more capacity could be
released should demand grow.

Capacity Issues - GB Barrington Kirk Langley (overplay due to small square).
Quality issues - Muggington CC (machinery), pavilion - Kirk Langley CC,
Quarndon CC.
Training Facilities - GB Barrington Kirk Langley, Muggington CC (non turf wicket
and nets).

Kirk Langley CC have no training facilities and
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Sport

Adequacy of Provision

Key Issues

given the overplay of the current site this is a key
priority. There is also a lack of training facilities and
non turf wicket at Mugginton CC. All pitches suffer
from uneven outfields and some refurbishment
works required to pavilions.
Lack of training facilities is key priority relating to
quality.
Hockey

No existing supply or demand and no evidence of
requirement.

n/a

Rugby

No existing supply or demand and no evidence of
requirement.

n/a

Football

No existing supply. AFC Lea Holloway displaced out
of the Borough and seeking facility nearer to their
home.

Displacement of AFC Lea Holloway.
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