APPENDIX 11
KIRK LANGLEY VILLAGE & SURROUNDING AREAS
Introduction
A character assessment of the Kirk Langley Conservation Area and a report on the character of the
Langley Common settlement are included as Appendix 3 and Appendix 5 respectively.
This assessment aims to describe the remaining areas within the Parish/Neighbourhood Plan area
that are not included within either Appendix 3 or Appendix 5
Kirk Langley lies approximately four and a half miles north west of the city of Derby and two miles
south east of Brailsford on the main A52 Derby to Ashbourne road. The majority of settlement in
the Parish is in two locations ; Kirk Langley Village and Langley Common, these areas are situated
about one kilometre apart both surrounded by open countryside whilst remaining distinct from
each other. Both locations are set within a gently rolling landscape of arable and grazing farmland
typical of the flowing landscape of the Derbyshire foothills. In addition to these two individual
areas there are a number of hamlets throughout the Parish with scattered development of
isolated farmsteads and larger courtyard based farms, typical of the rural agricultural heritage.
Setting
The village is situated along the A52 , which runs north west to south east from Derby to Ashbourne
and around the Church of St Michael and further along Church Lane, surrounded by open countryside.
Dwellings are predominantly brick built in local (Radbourne) red brick with Staffordshire blue tile
roofs, most usually grouped in short terraces combining some larger detached dwellings, more
recent development has generally been infill in nature, within the framework of existing settlement
utilising aesthetically similar materials to replicate the style and character of the existing built
environment and incorporating comparable construction detailing.
'Conservation Area' status was designated in 1995 covering an area of approximately 160 acres
(65 hectares) within Kirk Langley Village.
Subsequent development within the Conservation Area has been limited by planning constraints
attached to this status, any permitted development is generally infill or minor extension/conversion,
is designed to be in keeping and secondary to the existing development, and not detrimental to the
overall setting.
Examples of new construction 'infill' within the Conservation Area.

Example of new construction detail incorporated within the roof to replicate original design features.

Further examples of new construction detail aligned with existing.

Barrington Close
In 2004, planning permission was granted for a development of 9 dwellings in the large garden
of Langley Barton, a Grade II Listed Building situated on the corner of Ashbourne Road and Moor
Lane, which is now known as Barrington Close. The development lies within the built framework
of Kirk Langley Village within the Conservation Area, the dwellings are arranged in two terraces
with a pair of semi-detached and a detached house arranged in a cul-de-sac layout.
The development is of a traditional two storey, brick and tile design with construction detail
that incorporates conventional rural agricultural features in terms of gable spans, roof heights
and timber windows, doors and eaves details.

Barrington Close

Langley Barton with the roofs of Barrington Close just visible in what was formerly the large Garden.

KIRK LANGLEY VILLAGE - excluding the designated Conservation Area.
The two main areas of development excluded from the conservation area are The Cunnery, and
Fielden Close together with a small amount of linear development along Ashbourne Road, Flagshaw
Lane and Moor Lane.
The Cunnery ( 'Cunygre' - Rabbit Warren )
This is a development of houses and bungalows built during the period 1951-1955, constructed with
pale stone coloured brick and grey tiles due to a shortage of traditional red brick in the post war
period Situated behind the terraced cottages fronting the A52 and adjacent to the curtilage of the
Church the development seems to naturally fill the gap between the existing historic buildings.
The entrance to the Cunnery is from Moor Lane with the roadway leading up to the Church and
Playing Field and then winding back on itself, the overall impression is that the development blends
into the landscape when viewed from the surrounding fields and is secondary to the older buildings
being a family of houses rather than an urban 'estate' type development.

The Cunnery

The Cunnery nestles into the landscape when viewed from the open countryside beyond, the
topography of the fields results in development that blends well, remaining secondary to the
tree line on the horizon despite the dwellings being a mix of bungalows and two storey houses.
The view approaching The Cunnery from the public footpath through open fields beyond.

Fieldon Close
This is a development of eight small houses built in the 1990's to provide affordable housing for the local
community adjacent to the site of the Victorian School/School House, built as a collection of terraces
which cluster together the number of houses is not immediately apparent from the roadway.
The dwellings are of a brick and tile construction in a modern style but designed to be inconspicuous
from due to landscaping and the retention of hedge boundaries.

Views from Fieldon Close

Hillside (West End)/Windy Arbour
Setting
This area comprises of the generally linear development along the route of the A52 Derby to
Ashbourne Road which was the one of the earliest (1738) 'turnpiked routes' in Derbyshire. Former
open fields dating from at least the 17th century have been enclosed by hedge boundaries although
the fields remain large landholdings attached to isolated farms including Gate House Farm, New
House Farm and Hill Top Farm remain as working farms, Hillside Farm has been converted into
a collection of residential barn conversions and the renovated former Farmhouse.
General appearance
Open countryside surrounds these areas with isolated large farmhouses and associated farm
structures, some have the addition of modern steel framed agricultural stores and livestock buildings
with blockwork or timber walls and metal roofing or cladding.
Views from the A52 - Derby to Ashbourne Road

Examples of Linear Development along the Ashbourne Road and Moor Lane.

Linear Development along Ashbourne Road

Flagshaw Lane (East End)/Buckhazells/Meynell Langley
Setting
These hamlets provide a small area of settlement between Kirk Langley Village and Kedleston
located in an area defined as being within the Setting of Kedleston Hall and its Historic Park and
Garden (Grade 1 Listed) , they are in the north east of the Parish surrounded by open countryside.
Dwellings are generally limited to small farmsteads and conversion of former agricultural buildings.
Further development has been limited due to the area being classed as 'countryside' with new
residential dwellings considered to be unsustainable due to the lack of facilities.
General appearance
Open countryside but more undulating than the south west of the Parish, differing levels result in the
lanes often being lower than the surrounding fields with buildings generally unobtrusive to the
landscape. Isolated trees are present within the fields and field boundaries with small copses and
denser areas of woodland being common.
Flagshaw Lane and then Lodge Lane lead to the small Hamlet of Meynell Langley which has a thriving
Garden Centre and Tea Room, these lanes are narrow, albeit largely two-way tarmacadamed country
lanes, bounded by hedgerows. The 'sunken lane' character of Flagshaw Lane derives from this
enclosure with field boundaries punctuated with individual specimens of mature lime, oak and ash
trees.

Flagshaw Lane / Lodge Lane

Views along Flagshaw/Lodge Lane and the
entrance to Meynell Langley Nursery and
Tea Rooms.

Flagshaw Brook from which Flagshaw Lane takes its name winds between wooded banks and small
copses of deciduous trees which form shelterbelt. The diverse variety of woodland is believed to be
natural spread originating from the 13th century Langley Park, an extensive deer park, a second world
war Guard Outpost, known colloquially as 'the pillbox' , is seen on the approach to Meynell Langley
Gardens. The scattered dwellings and farm buildings have been constructed mainly from local
(Radbourne) red brick with Staffordshire blue clay roof tiles although some slightly more substantial
properties are constructed from local stone.

Flagshaw Lane

The Green/ The Pastures/ Nether Burrows/ Petty Close/ Twenty Acres
Setting
These hamlets are in the south west area of the Parish surrounded by open countryside, comprising
mainly of scattered farmhouses, some with barn/farm building development around them and
modest cottages which reflect the essentially rural character of the area.
General appearance
Surrounding fields are grazed by cattle and sheep from the working farms together with a variety of
arable crops, land management/rotation creates an everchanging patchwork field pattern which is
typical of the area. Field boundaries are a generally mix of hedgerow supplemented by stock fencing,
some areas have reverted to their natural shape rather than the more uniform appearance of
flailed hedging which generally borders the roadsides. Large native, isolated trees are present within
fields and incorporated into hedge boundaries, small copses are also evident, the overall appearance
is of the flowing landscape of the Derbyshire foothills.
Layout and Style
These areas are very agricultural with a combination of small terraced cottages built for farm and
estate workers, modest detached/semi detached cottages with domestic curtilages that indicate
origins remaining from medieval croft and toft settlement, larger farmsteads and associated barns,

byres and associated outbuildings. The buildings are generally red brick (local Radbourne brick) built
in the unpretentious local style with blue tiles and simple timber windows, the majority of buildings
have maintained cast iron rainwater guttering and down pipes with traditional rise and fall brackets.
Some dwellings incorporate Victorian detailing with timber porches and ornamental barge boards
to gables and dormer windows and rendered elevations.
The Green

The Pastures

Summary
The Parish of Kirk Langley is set in a gently rolling rural landscape of farmland and open countryside
which retains many features from its agricultural heritage. There are a number of ponds and pockets
of woodland, the wooded character being reinforced by lines of trees along watercourses which
include alder, willow, oak and ash, there is an overall sense of agricultural open space and tranquillity.
The village has a number of listed buildings and historic landmarks, it is able to trace its origins back
to medieval times with early settlement mentioned in Domesday (1086), the landscape retains many
features which are evidential of the largely unaltered agricultural heritage.
The use of a limited palette of building materials in the more recent development together with
the replication of original construction details has preserved the unified character of the original
settlement, the overall impression is of a 'family' of dwellings which have developed slowly over
generations.

