DISCOVERY
DAYS 2017
14th to 29th October
16 days of events & activities
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Derwent Valley Mills
inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2001
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There’s so much to see and enjoy during the
Discovery Days Festival between 14th and
29th October.
Experience a charming blend of breathtaking natural scenery,
fascinating industrial heritage and pure spectacle and fun in the
Derwent Valley.
Designated a World Heritage Site in 2001, the Derwent Valley
Mills have been described as the birthplace of the Industrial
Revolution. It was here in the Derwent Valley that the essential
ingredients of factory production were successfully combined.
Water power was applied and successfully used for the first
time on a relatively large scale. Not only was textile production
revolutionised with dramatic consequences for the British economy,
but the Arkwright model informed and inspired other industries.
Each mill has its own story to tell; stories of pioneering engineers
and entrepreneurs who put Britain on the map and set off a chain
of events that changed how we live and work forever. The mills and
the industrial settlements around them, the churches, millponds,
weirs and watercourses provide the perfect backdrop for a week
full of discovery.

Booking:
To ensure a place at events please pre-book on 01629
536831 - 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday or email:
gwen.wilson@derbyshire.gov.uk (unless stated otherwise).
Some activities within this booklet need to be booked directly
with the organisers and the booking information is given with that
specific listing. It is not essential to book for all events, but if they
are fully booked, the organisers reserve the right to turn away those
people who didn’t pre-book. No charge is made for booking.
During Discovery Days, the booking line may not always be
answered, as the World Heritage Site Team will be out and about so
please look out for us in our Hi-Viz vests if you have any queries. In
emergencies only during the Festival, please contact 07771 565687.
Most events are free, but donations would be welcomed so that we
can keep putting on this fantastic festival. Donation buckets will be
around during the Festival!
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Accessibility:
If you are a wheelchair user,
we have tried to give some
guidance on each event’s
accessibility. Please do talk to
us about any events you are
interested in if you have any
access issues.

General Information:
It is recommended to wear
sturdy footwear and clothing
appropriate for the weather for
ALL walks and outside events.
Adults will be responsible for any
children with them at all times.
Dogs, except for registered
assistance dogs, will not be
allowed on events which take
place in, or go into, buildings.
The information in this booklet is
correct at the time of going to print.
The Derwent Valley Mills World
Heritage Site Partnership cannot
be held responsible for any loss or
inconvenience relating to changes
or cancellations to events in this
booklet.
For up-to-date information on all
events in the World Heritage Site,
please refer to our website:
www.derwentvalleymills.org/events.
All participants in the Discovery
Days Festival do so at their own
risk.
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Our regular tours...

Masson Mills
Open Mon-Sat 10am to 4pm, Sun 11am to 4pm, Masson Mills,
Derby Road, Matlock Bath, DE4 3PY. Adults: £3; Child (5-16):
£2; Family: £6.50; Concessions: £2.50. No need to book, just turn
up!
Self-guiding tour with weaving and spinning demonstrations on
original historic textile machinery powered by line-shafting at 11am
and 2pm on Monday to Saturday and 12 noon and 2pm on Sundays.
On Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th October see the Traction Engine
in Steam outside Masson Mills.

Cromford Mills
Open every day, except Christmas Day, 9am to 5pm at
Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ (Visitor Centre open 10am to 4pm).
Cromford Mills: free admission. Mill tours, daily from 11am:
£5pp. Visitor Centre and The Arkwright Experience, daily from
10am to 3.45pm: £5pp. No need to book, just turn up.
Visit the new Gateway to the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Site and discover more about the valley that changed the world.
Join one of the fantastic tours to discover more about the Cromford
story and how Sir Richard Arkwright influenced the world we know
today. The Arkwright Experience brings his first mill to life through
a fantastic new audio visual presentation by Sir Richard Arkwright
himself.

Birdswood Canal Boat
Canal boat trips every Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
till end of October, 11am and 2pm. From Cromford Wharf,
Cromford, DE4 3RQ. Fare for regular adult return trip: £8.
Single, child and concession fares available. Book on 07552 055
455.
Birdswood is the Friends of Cromford Canal trip boat, entirely run
by volunteers. There are trips throughout the year. Come and
enjoy a peaceful journey along the canal, introduced in a booming
announcement from the Friends’ President, Brian Blessed.
See www.birdswood.org for details of horse-drawn and other special
trips.

Our regular tours...

5

High Peak Junction Workshops
Open every day Easter to October, 10am to 5pm, weekends
only November to March, 10.30am to 4pm. Admission to
Visitor Centre and Workshops FREE. A small charge applies for
use of the audio tour. No need to book, just turn up.
A countryside visitor centre housed in one of the world’s oldest
surviving railway workshops, built around 1830 and restored to how
they would have looked in the 1880s. An audio guide takes visitors
back to the days of steam on the Cromford and High Peak Railway.

Strutt’s North Mill Museum
Open March to October: Wednesday to Sunday and Bank
Holidays; February & November: Saturdays & Sundays. 11am
to 4pm. (Closed December and January). Admission: Adults £5.
Accompanied children under 16 free. No need to book, just turn
up.
Strutt’s North Mill offers regular guided tours, included in the
entrance fee. Friendly and knowledgeable guides bring this incredible
building to life, explaining its place in world history and how the
cotton was transformed from plant to thread.

Derby Museums
Open all year - check
website (www.
derbymuseums.org)
for Christmas/New
Year opening. FREE
entry.
Silk Mill, Silk
Mill Lane, Derby,
DE1 3AF - closed
for remaking the
Museum. Located on
the site of John Lombe’s
Silk Mill of the early
1720s - the world’s first
‘modern’ factory.

Derby Museum and Art Gallery, The Strand, Derby,
DE1 1BS - open to the public Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to
5pm and Sundays, 12 noon to 4pm (Closed Bank Holidays).
Wheelchair accessible. The impressive Joseph Wright Gallery
includes portraits, landscapes and scenes of industry directly
relevant to the story of the Derwent Valley Mills. The Museum
and Art Gallery has exciting displays about fine art, natural history,
archaeology, military history, ceramics and more.
Pickford’s House, 41 Friar Gate, Derby, DE1 1DA - open
to the public Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm (Closed
Bank Holidays). Limited wheelchair access. Pickford’s House is a
stunning townhouse and garden from 1770, designed by prominent
Derby architect Joseph Pickford and used as both his family home
and as a professional showcase of his architectural skills. Now it is a
unique Museum of Georgian Life and Historic Costume.
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The run up to the main festival...

Monday 9th October

BELPER
Transport in Belper

Talk

Time: 7pm to 9pm at No 28 Community Hall,
Market Place, Belper, DE56 1FZ. FREE. Pre-booking
is ESSENTIAL on 01629 533192 or call in at Belper Library.
Refreshments available, donations welcome to cover event costs.
From the early horsedrawn ‘people carriers’ to
the town’s earliest lorries,
to the Stephenson-designed
railway line that sliced the
town in half, Adrian Farmer
takes a look at transport in
the town over the past two
centuries.

Friday 13th October

MATLOCK BATH
The ‘8th Anniversary’ Whisky Tasting Evening
Time: 7.30pm to 10pm, Masson Mills Shopping Village, Derby
Road, Matlock Bath, DE4 3PY. Cost: £15 per person (£7.50 for
non-drinkers) - includes a hot and cold buffet and all the whisky
tasting on the evening.
Come along to a fun, interesting and enjoyable evening and learn
more about specialist whiskies. Be in with a chance to win a bottle of
whisky by winning the quiz or blind tasting.

Throughout Discovery Days

CROMFORD
Exhibition at The Greyhound Hotel
The Greyhound Hotel, Market Place, Cromford,
DE4 3QE. FREE
entry.
Pop in to the
newly refurbished
Greyhound any day
during Discovery Days
to see this exhibition
on The Greyhound
and Cromford Village.

Exhibition

Discovery Days...
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Saturday 14th October

BELPER
Belper Transport Exhibition and
Community Cafe at No 28

Exhibition

9am to 4pm, Belper Market Place, DE56 1FZ.
No need to book.
Exhibition of images in the No.28 Community Centre, celebrating
the many modes of transport seen in Belper over the years. Also a
community cafe and the monthly farmers’ market is just outside on
the Market Place.

Open Day at the Strutts Centre

Exhibition

10am to 4pm, Strutts Centre, Derby Road, Belper,
DE56 1UU. No need to book, just call in.
Exhibitions and activities to celebrate the best of Derbyshire’s
Heritage. Just call in to see what’s going on in this beautiful old school
building, now a community centre run by volunteers.
Belper Model Railway Group will be in the main hall with one of their
displays. Food and drinks will be served all day long.

Vital Valley - The Great
Place Scheme launch
10am to 4pm, Strutts Centre, Derby
Road, Belper, DE56 1UU. FREE. No
need to book, just call in.
Come and find out more about the World Heritage Site’s major new
three-year project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Arts
Council England, supported by Historic England.

Free Entry and Costumed Tours at
Strutt’s North Mill
11am - 4pm, Strutt’s
North Mill, Belper,
DE56 1YD. FREE, but
donations welcomed.
Free parking. The
main part of the
museum is accessible
and there is an
accessible toilet.
At 11am and 2pm,
characters from the
North Mill’s 200-yearold past return to
provide guided tours.
Free entry for all
visitors.

Open
Building
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Saturday 14th October cont...

Weir Watchers

Walk &

Talk
11.15am to 12.45pm, Strutt’s North Mill, Belper,
DE56 1YD. FREE, donations welcome. Pre-booking is
essential on 01773 880474. Free parking. The main part of the
museum is accessible and there is an accessible toilet. However
the weir itself has limited accessibility.
Join Jeremy Benn to hear about the recent survey work that’s taken
place at Belper’s Rock Weir and Milford’s Foundry Weir followed
by a visit to the Rock Weir. Weirs are a key asset and central to the
World Heritage Site.

On Old Cow Hill
11.30am to 12.30pm, starting from The Strutts
Centre, Derby Road, Belper, DE56 1UU. FREE,
donations welcome. Pre-booking recommended on 01629
536831, or just turn up.

Walk

A 1.5 mile short walk led by John Morrissey, looking at Belper beyond
the Deer Park, and a six hundred year old boundary that still defines
Belper localities.

Discovering the Deer Park

Walk

2pm - 3pm, starting from No 28 Market Place,
Belper, DE56 1FZ. FREE, donations welcome.
Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831, or just turn up.
Footpaths and slopes but no stiles. Walking boots recommended.
A short one mile walk around Belper’s Deer Park, to hear from
Dawn Churchill about the lost Manor House and to find out about
later uses of the Park, now a Local Nature Reserve.

HEAGE
Heage Windmill

Guided
Tour

11am to 4pm, Heage Windmill, Heage, DE56 2BH.
Adults: £4, Concessions: £3.50, Children: £2, Under-5:
free. No need to book, just drop in. Visitor centre and first floor
of the mill are accessible by wheelchair, and there is an accessible
toilet. No dogs in the mill, but welcome on site on leads.
Heage Windmill is the only six-sailed
stone tower windmill in England. It
is a Grade II* listed building, sited
on a hill providing spectacular views
towards the Derwent Valley Mills
World Heritage Site. It was restored
to working order in 2002 and looks
as splendid as when first built in 1797.
Visitors can go on tours with guides,
normally in costumes. There is an
Interpretation Centre and a shop
where you can buy flour that is milled
here.

Saturday 14th October cont...
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MIDDLETON-BY-WIRKSWORTH
Introduction to Stained Glass
Technique (2 day course)

Have a Go

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th October,
10am to 4pm at Derbyshire ECO Centre, Porter Lane,
Middleton-by-Wirksworth, DE4 4LS. Cost: £78/£70/£39.
Booking is essential through the ECO Centre on 01629
533038. Wheelchair friendly.
Learn traditional stained glass techniques and make a small leaded
glass panel (leaded light).

MILFORD

Milford Hydro - How it Works

Opening

9.30am to 10.30am, next to the Mill House, Milford,
DE56 0QW. FREE. No need to book, just call in.
Learn about the hydro power currently being produced in Milford
with Derwent Hydroelectric Power Ltd and Transition Belper.
There will be lots of newly discovered photographs relating to the
former mill and water power at Milford on display.

Milford Village Walk

Walk

10am to 12 noon, starting from the Milford Hydro,
next to the Mill House Car Park, Milford, DE56
0QW. FREE walk. Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831.
Easy terrain, but steps in several places.
A guided walk of about 1.5 miles around this historic village, led
by Heather Eaton and Adrian Farmer. Walk around the water
management system that remains following the mill demolitions of
1964, then up to the exceptional millworkers’ terraced housing.
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Sunday 15th October

BELPER
Belper Transport Exhibition at No 28

Exhibition

11am to 4pm, Belper Market Place, DE56 1FZ.
No need to book.
Exhibition of images celebrating the many modes of transport seen in
Belper over the years. Refreshments available and information stalls.

7 Long Row

Open

10am to 4pm, 7 Long Row, Belper. FREE. No need to Building
book, just call in.
Take a look inside one of the three-storey stone-built terraced
cottages built by the Strutt family for their millworkers in the 1790s.

The Cedars

Open

10am to 4pm, up the drive to the rear of 55/57 Field Building
Lane, Belper, DE56 1DD. FREE. No need to book, just
drop in.
Take a look inside the former mansion home of a Belper Nailmaster,
built in 1828. Learn about its history, stroll around its gardens and
tour it from attics to cellars! New display boards, with information
about this historic part of the town.

Berkin’s Court Open Day

Open

Day
10am to 5pm, Bridge Street, Belper, DE56 1AY.
FREE. No need to book, just drop in (including tours on the hour from 11am to 3pm).
Visit some of the earliest housing built around 1790 by the Strutt
family for their millworkers. Designed around a courtyard for
community living, with privies, wash houses and a well on site as
well as allotments and workshops for the men. Guided tours around
Berkin’s Court on the hour from 11am to 3pm (spaces limited).
There’s an exhibition of the history of the site, its buildings and the
people who lived here which you can see in Stones Garage. Hot
and cold drinks, cakes and home-made produce will be on sale in
Number 2, where you can not only buy something and contribute to
our charities in support of refugees and the local food bank but also
see inside what was once two back-to-back houses.

Sunday 15th October cont...

The History of The Lion Hotel in
Photographs
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Exhibition

10am to 5pm at The Lion Hotel, Belper, DE56 1AX.
FREE entry. No need to book, just drop in. This year the display
will be run in conjunction with the starting and finishing point
of the Tantivy Stage Coach as it travels between Belper and
Cromford.
A display of information, photographs and maps outlining the role
of the Lion Hotel, Belper as a local hostelry and in relation to its
coaching and railway links and also its use as a coroners court and
meeting hub during the 18th and 19th Century up to current times.

Free Entry and Costumed Tours at
Strutt’s North Mill

Open
Building

11am - 4pm, Strutt’s North Mill, Belper, DE56 1YD.
FREE, but donations welcomed. Free parking. The main part of
the museum is accessible and there is an accessible toilet.
At 11am and 2pm, characters from the North Mill’s 200-year-old
past return to provide guided tours. Free entry for all visitors.

Belper and Cromford Turnpike
Bi-Centenary Celebration

Coach
Ride

Depart The Lion Hotel, Belper, DE56 1AX: 11.20am
Depart Greyhound Hotel, Cromford: 2pm
(Journey time 1 hr 15 mins each way).
Tickets: Single journey £90 which includes buffet lunch at the
Greyhound Hotel in Cromford. Box seat £20 extra each way.
Children same price but must be with adults. To book phone
0781 6536945. (Organiser: Belper Community Enterprise in
aid of the new Belper River Gardens Tearooms).
The stage coach ‘Tantivy’, which operated between Derby and
Matlock Bath in the 1890s, will make a return journey carrying
passengers between Belper and Cromford. The ‘Loyal Volunteers’
re-enactment group will be attending. Note the events taking place
in Belper (including supporting exhibition at The Lion Hotel) and in
Cromford Mill Yard from 10am on the same day.
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Sunday 15th October cont...

Stockings, Schools and the Workhouse

Walk

11.30am to 12.30pm, starting at the Strutts Centre
entrance, Belper, DE56 1UU. FREE, donations
welcome. Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831.
A short walk with Adrian Farmer around the south end of the town
centre - discovering old schools and hosiery companies, before
exploring the old workhouse exercise yard and learning about what
the inmates ate and did.

Craft Activity

Have

a Go
12 noon to 3pm, Strutt’s North Mill, Belper, DE56
1YD. FREE, but donations welcome. No need to
book, just call in. Also free parking. Main part of the museum is
accessible, with accessible toilets.
Are you creative and interested in local heritage? Come along and see
how history and crafting can be combined.

Belper Hydro: How it Works

Open

Water Power in Belper, Past and
Present - walk

Walk

Building
2pm to 3.30pm at East Mill car park, Belper, DE56
1DH. FREE. No need to book, just drop in!
Learn about the hydro power currently being produced in Belper,
with Derwent Hydroelectric Power Ltd and Transition Belper.
Includes a look inside the turbine house, the last surviving part of the
South Mill.

2pm to 4pm, starting at The Old Swiss Tea Rooms,
Belper River Gardens, Belper, DE56 1BE. FREE, but donations
welcome. Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831.
A short walk with
Ian Jackson around
the waterways of the
Belper Mill complex,
seeing how the Strutts
used water from the
River Derwent to
power their cotton
mills. Also discussing the
Hydro Power currently
being produced on site
and along the Derwent
Valley.

Discovery Days Film

Film

5pm, at the Ritz Cinema, King Street, Belper, DE56
1QA. Please phone 01773 822224 for seat prices and
to book.
A film to celebrate Discovery Days, in one of the UK’s finest
independent cinemas - recently refurbished. Details in the Ritz
October programme, out mid-September at www.ritz-belper.co.uk.

Sunday 15th October cont...
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CROMFORD
Georgian Games

Have a Go

10am to 4pm, Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. FREE. No
need to book, just call in.
Join in with a selection of Georgian games suitable for all the family.
Learn about the history of the games including skittles, quoits and
chess.

Health and Hygiene in Georgian Times

Exhibition

10am to 4pm, Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. FREE. No
need to book, just call in.
Discover all about health and hygiene in Georgian times - or rather
the lack of it! - with illustrated displays.

Arkwright Spinsters

Arts &

Crafts
11am to 4pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford, DE4
3RQ. FREE. No need to book, just drop in.
The Arkwright Spinsters will be demonstrating spinning and fibre
crafting and sharing their skills. Bring your own spinning wheel and
learn to spin, or learn with group equipment, by prior arrangement.
Please contact arkwrightspinsters@yahoo.co.uk if you would like to
arrange a lesson.

HEAGE
Heage Windmill Open

Guided

Tour
11am to 4pm at Heage, DE56 2BH. Adults: £4,
Concessions: £3.50, Children (5-16): £1.50. No need
to book, just drop in. Wheelchair accessible on two floors of the
Mill.

Heage Windmill is the only six-sailed stone tower windmill in
England. It is a Grade II* listed building, sited on a hill providing
spectacular views towards the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Site. It was restored to working order in 2002 and looks as splendid
as when first built in 1797.
Visitors can go on tours with guides normally in costume. There is
an Interpretation Centre and a shop where you can buy flour that is
milled here.

LEA BRIDGE
Lea Wood Work Party

Have a Go

9.30am to 2.30pm, meeting at John Smedley’s car
park, Lea Bridge, DE4 5AG (park on the road).
FREE. Booking is essential on 01773 881188.
Join Derbyshire Wildlife Trust to help with practical woodland
management work, removing non-native rhododendron from this
important ancient woodland in the World Heritage Site.
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Monday 16th October

CROMFORD
Lidar and Archaeological Dig
Uncovered

Talk

7pm to 8.30pm, at the Gothic Warehouse,
Cromford, DE4 3RQ. FREE. Pre-booking recommended on
01629 536831.
Learn how the aerial images of the Lower Derwent Valley landscape
can help us understand the historical and industrial usage of the land;
and see how this links to earthwork surveys and beyond to hear
about the Lea Wood Knoll Archaeological Community Dig.

DERBY

Derby Roundhouse Tour

Guided

Tour
6.30pm to 7.30pm meet at The Gatehouse entrance
to Derby Roundhouse, DE24 8JE. Tickets: £6 per
person. Booking is essential on 01332 643411. Wheelchair
friendly route is available but it may not be suitable for some
with mobility difficulties - please check when booking. The tour
is both indoors and outdoors, so please wear sensible shoes. No
dogs allowed.

Join us on a journey to explore the oldest turning shed in the world
where the golden age of steam once ruled! The crumbling remains
of The Roundhouse has been restored into a truly unique learning
centre for Derby College and this special tour reveals how the
impressive new buildings complement the character of this historical
site.
The friendly and knowledgeable tour guides will take you around
The Roundhouse, the Engine Shed and Carriage Shop and reveal the
true-life stories of the men, women and children who pioneered
Derby’s railway industry.
You can walk in the footsteps of George Stephenson, constructor of
The Roundhouse and discover how the town of Derby prospered at
the forefront of Britain’s Industrial Revolution.

Monday 16th October cont...
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DUFFIELD
Ancestry One to One Help Sessions

Have a Go

10am to 4pm at Duffield Library, Wirksworth Road,
Duffield, DE56 4GH. FREE, Pre-book your one to one
session on 01629 533919. Wheelchair friendly.
Ancestry is free in Derbyshire Libraries - want to know more? Book
in for a one to one session and take a look.

MATLOCK BATH
Knit and Natter
11am to 2pm at Masson Mills Shopping Village,
Matlock Bath, DE4 3PY. FREE. No booking needed,
just call in.

Have a Go

At the Knit and Natter sessions you can come along on your own
or with a friend, and have a cup of tea or coffee and a chat with the
friendly locals who come along each week. Meet new people, share
hints and tips, swap patterns, or learn a new skill.

LEA BRIDGE
Behind the Scenes at John Smedley’s

Talk &

Tour
1.30pm to 3pm, John Smedley’s Ltd, Lea Mills, DE4
5AG.
£4.50 per person. Booking essential on 01629 534571.
A rare opportunity to take a look at the newly established John
Smedley Archive and hear about the work that has been done to
establish it. Includes a tour of the premises where textile production
has been continual for well over two centuries.
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Tuesday 17th October

CROMFORD
From Small Spa to Inland Resort

Talk

7pm to 9pm at Gothic Warehouse, Mill Lane,
Cromford, DE4 3RQ. £7.50 per person, pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256. Wheelchair accessible, but
please notify at time of booking.
In 1755 the spa at Matlock Bath was described as ‘...between the gay
Flutter and Extravagance of Bath and Tunbridge and the dull, dirty
lifeless Aspect of Buxton and Epsom; abounding with every thing
which leads to Health and rational Pleasure.’ 150 years later J B Firth
lamented ‘the debasing influence of the day tripper is everywhere
visible... It is a wanton outrage.’ Trace Matlock Bath’s story in this talk
by Doreen Buxton. Includes cheese and wine 7pm to 7.30pm.

DERBY
Derby Council House Tour

Guided

Tour
2pm to 3pm at Derby City Council House,
Corporation Street, Derby DE1 2FS. Cost £3 per
person (free for Derby City residents - proof required when
booking). Pre-booking is essential on 01332 643413.

An amazing transformation of the Council House happened in 2012,
so here’s your chance to see how new life has been breathed into
the original 1930s structure. The tour includes all the main public
access areas including the impressive Council Chamber, Mayor’s
Parlour and Civic areas, Display Gallery and discount voucher for the
on-site Relish cafe.

LEA BRIDGE
John Smedley Mill Tours

Guided

10.30am to 12 noon, John Smedley’s Ltd, Lea Mills,
Tour
DE4 5AG. £4.50 per person. Booking essential on
01629 534571. No dogs allowed.
A tour of John Smedley’s working mill, producing luxury knitted
garments, which includes all stages of the production process. The
guide will show yarn preparation, rib knitting, the fully fashioned
and Shima Knitting departments, the Wash and Press, followed by
“Making-up” and packing. The tour will end in the Mill Shop, where
finished garments are available at discount prices!

RIPLEY
The Pentrich Revolution Exhibition

Exhibition

10am to 12 noon at Ripley Library, Grosvenor Road,
Ripley, DE5 3JE. FREE. No need to book, just drop in!
Wheelchair and pushchair friendly. Refreshments provided.
Come and join us to find out more about the history of the Pentrich
Revolution with the Pentrich and South Wingfield Revolution Group.
A chance to share your own knowledge and personal stories.

Wednesday 18th October
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BELPER
Ask the Archivist

Have a Go

10am to 4pm at Belper Library, Bridge Street,
Belper, DE56 1BA. FREE. No need to book, just call
in. Wheelchair friendly. Want to find out more about Belper Local
Studies Library? Need some help with a piece of local research?
Come and see the resources we have in the library about life in past
and present Belper and Derbyshire. Help will be on hand to answer
your queries, and point you in the right direction.

Ancestry One to One Help Sessions

Have a Go

10am to 4pm at Belper Library, Bridge Street,
Belper, DE56 1BA. FREE, Pre-book your one to one
session on 01629 533919. Wheelchair friendly.
Ancestry is free in Derbyshire Libraries - want to know more? Book
in for a one to one session and take a look.

Early Industry in Holbrook

Walk

1pm OR 2pm! 1pm from Belper Market Place, DE56
1FZ or 2pm from Pond Road, Holbrook, DE56 0TX.
£4 per person. Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831.
Trent’s Sevens buses from Belper arrive at Pond Road at 13:39
where there is a bus shelter and benches on the green. Check
the Trent Buses website for details. Please wear stout shoes and
clothing appropriate for the weather.
A six mile circular walk, three mile linear walk, or one mile village
walk - take your pick! A look at
this attractive village, learning
about its industrial past, with
Dawn Churchill. The circular
walk from Belper Market Place
includes a countryside walk to
Holbrook, or start at the village.
Also includes a visit to the Spotted
Cow for refreshments/toilet and
the Holbrook local community
exhibition. Afterwards there’s an
option to walk back to Belper via
Bargate, Pinchom Hill and Mill Lane.

CROMFORD
A Story Walk around Cromford

Walk

11am, starting from Cromford Wharf, DE4 3RQ.
£5 per person (adults and children 12 and over).
Pre-booking recommended on 01629 536831. Please wear stout
shoes and clothing appropriate for the weather.
Join storyteller Catherine Roth and listen to stories and folktales that
bring the voices and landscapes of the past to life.
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Thursday 19th October

CROMFORD
History of the East Midlands Knitting Industry
7pm to 9pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford
Talk
Wharf, DE4 3RQ. £7.50 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256. Wheelchair
accessible - please notify at time of booking. Includes
cheese and wine 7pm to 7.30pm.
Discover the history of the knitting industry from earliest times up
to the present day. This talk by Colin Moss shows how the East
Midlands played a pivotal role in the industry and how today’s
worldwide knitting industry has its foundations in technology
developed in the East Midlands. Colin describes the related social
history of the “stockingers” who were the foundation of the knitting
industry up until mid-Victorian times.

DERBY
Derby Arena Tour

Guided

Tour
6.30pm to 7.30pm, Derby Arena, Royal Way, Pride
Park, Derby, DE24 8JB. £6 per person. Booking
essential, on-line at www.visitderby.co.uk/arenatour or by phone
on 01332 643411. Tour lasts 45 mins and ends with tea or coffee.

A tour around Derby Arena - the UK’s most central and newest
velodrome and much more. Discover this Olympic inspired building’s
multi-purpose appeal from state of the art cycling, sports and fitness,
to concert and stage-show entertainment. Tour includes behind the
scenes exploration of the track bike locker facility where you can get
up close to light-weight speed machines with no brakes or gears!

LEA BRIDGE
Lea Wood Work Party

Have a Go

9.30am to 4.30pm, meeting on Lea Road, near
Smedley’s Mill, Lea Bridge, DE4 5AG (park on the
road). FREE, but booking is essential on 01773 881188.
Join Derbyshire Wildlife Trust to help with practical woodland
management work, removing non-native rhododendron from this
important ancient woodland in the World Heritage Site.

LITTLE EATON
Skirting the Southern Border of the
Duffield Frith

Walk

2pm to 4pm, starting from Bell and Harp Car Park,
Alfreton Road, Little Eaton, DE21 5AE. £4 per person. Prebooking recommended on 01629 536831. Please wear walking
boots and clothing appropriate for the weather.
The Duffield Frith was a medieval forest of deer parks, tightly
controlled communities and ancient industries. Discover from John
Morrissey why the southern boundary followed a certain route, and
how the landscape still helps us to perceive it.

Friday 20th October
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BELPER
St John’s Chapel and Surroundings
2pm to 3pm at St John’s Chapel, The Butts, Belper,
DE56 1HX. £4pp. Pre-booking recommended on
01629 536831.

Guided
Tour

Join Mary Smedley on a tour of Belper’s oldest building to discover
why this medieval chapel was built and the resources available inside
today. Then explore the oldest part of Belper.

DERBY
The Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust: Tour of
the Light Alloy Foundry Site

Guided
Tour

9.30am to 11.15am, Rolls Royce Light Alloy Foundry
Site, Osmaston Road, Derby. £15 per person. Booking essential
on 01629 823256.
See the largest collection of aero engines in the country, ranging
from World War I era piston engines, the famous Merlin, right up
to modern day jet engines in this tour of Rolls Royce’s Light Alloy
Foundry site. Also includes examples across their product range
including marine and industrial applications as well as a small number
of vintage cars. There are also examples of engines and motor cars
from distinguished names such as Armstrong Siddeley and Napier,
whose companies became part of the Rolls Royce group in their
latter years.

Engineering the Derwent - one of the
projects of George Sorocold

Talk

6.30pm to 8pm, Derby Local Studies and Family
History Library, DE1 3AF. £5 per person (14 years and over).
Book online at derbycitylibraries.eventbrite.co.uk or ring the
library on 01332 642240. Wheelchair accessible. Disabled toilets
and baby change facilities.
George Sorocold has been called Britain’s first civil engineer, yet
few people know his name or his considerable links with Derby.
Waterworks, silk mills and river navigation are some of the projects
undertaken by him here at the end of the 17th century. London,
Liverpool, Yorkshire and Scotland are some of the other places
where his engineering skills were employed. Using material from
Derby Local Studies and Family History Library and the research of a
dedicated local researcher we will take steps to rectify this.

MATLOCK BATH
Ambassadors of Swing

Dance

7.30pm to 10pm, Masson Mills Shopping Village,
Matlock Bath, DE4 3PY. £6 per person (includes hot
food). No need to book, just turn up!
Come and dance the night away with the fantastic ‘Ambassadors of
Swing’, playing the best in Rock’n’Roll, Jump and Swing.
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Saturday 21st October

AMBERGATE
Fungal Foray

Walk

1pm to 4pm, starting from Ambergate Railway
Station Car Park (pay & display approx £2.50 all
day). FREE, booking essential on 01773 881188. This is a steep
walk, not suitable for small children. No dogs allowed.
Come and join us on a fungal foray and spend an afternoon exploring
the bizarre and beautiful world of fungi at Crich Chase Meadows,
one of the top fungi sites in the country. We will wander around the
old meadows and ancient woodland learning about the wealth of
diverse and rare species hiding under our feet... No prior knowledge
or experience needed.

CROMFORD
From Small Spa to Inland Resort

Walk

10.30am to 1pm, from Shop in the Yard, Cromford
Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256.
Enjoy a walk around Matlock Bath with Doreen Buxton to find traces
of its story. The outward journey is mainly along pavements. The
return will be beside the river along Lover’s Walk and via Willersley
Castle to Cromford.

DARLEY ABBEY
Factory Schools and the Evans Schools
10am to 12.30pm, starts Mill View Gardens on
the bank of the River Derwent at the end of Old
Lane. Ends at St Matthew’s Church. FREE. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629
536831. Not wheelchair
friendly, as includes stairs in
old buildings and steep hills
between sites.
A visit to the oldest surviving Attic
Factory School in the Derwent
Valley, built in 1791, then visit
later schools in Darley Abbey that
have links with the Evans family.

Derventio Brewery Special Opening

Walk

Open

Building
11am to 4pm for tastings, with tours at 11am and
2pm. Derventio Brewery, Darley Abbey Mills. FREE
entry and tours. No need to book, just call in.
Come and sample the wares at this micro-brewery offering a range
of different real ales. The brewery will be open all day for tastings,
but guided tours will take place at the set times above. Bottled beer
can be purchased.

Saturday 21st October

St Matthew’s Church Open Day
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Open Day

12 noon to 3pm, St Matthew’s Church, Church
Lane, Darley Abbey, DE22 1EF. FREE. No need to
book, just call in. Wheelchair and pushchair friendly. Hearing
loops. Toilets.
Take a guided tour around the Parish Church of St Matthew, built in
1819 by Walter Evans, son of the mill founder Thomas Evans. The
tour includes the Church, the Crypt and the Churchyard.

St Matthew’s ‘Last Night of the Proms’

Music

7.30pm, St Matthew’s Church, Church Lane, Darley
Abbey, DE22 1EF. FREE. No need to book, just turn
up - all welcome. Wheelchair friendly. Hearing loops. Toilets.
Come and join the choirs of St Matthew’s Church and St Edmund’s
Church, Allestree, the congregation and its friends for a ‘Last Night
of the Proms’ concert, with readings, music and sing-a-longs, finishing
of course, with Rule Britannia, Jerusalem and Land of Hope and
Glory.

DERBY

The Parish Church of St John the
Evangelist Open Day

Open
Building

10am to 4pm, corner of Mill Street (DE1 1DY) and
Bridge Street (DE1 3HZ). FREE, donations welcome. No need
to book, just turn up. Wheelchair and pushchair accessible with
accessible toilets.
The Church of St John the Evangelist was the first Church built in
Derby after the Reformation and was consecrated on 19 August
1828. The design is in the English Gothic style and has seen
few changes from the 1828 building. It has a Henry Willis organ
originally built in 1875 and restored in 2010. The Church has a
spacious interior with side galleries and was originally designed
to accommodate 1,200 people. In 1997 St John’s Church was
granted Grade II* status as a building of outstanding historical and
architectural importance and the current church members are keen
to maintain this as well as its importance/availability to parishioners.
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Saturday 21st October cont...

Joseph Wright Family Fun Day

Family Fun

10am to 12 noon, 1pm to 3pm, at the Museum and
Art Gallery, The Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE. No
need to book, just turn up. Wheelchair accessible with accessible
toilets.
Come and take part in our Joseph Wright inspired Family Fun Day!
Taking place across the whole museum, this is a chance for the whole
family to come together and explore the life and art of Derby’s
most famous artist. From tours, crafts, talks and trails - we have
programmed a full day of celebrations for this magnificent artist!

St Mary’s Bridge Chapel Opening

Open

Bridge Chapel House Opening

Open

Building
10am to 4pm, St Mary’s Bridge Chapel is a short
walk from the rear of the Silk Mill. FREE, but
donations welcome. No need to book, just call in. Not wheelchair
accessible due to steps.
Standing beside the 18th century bridge over the River Derwent is
the beautifully restored
medieval St Mary’s Bridge
Chapel. One of only six
surviving Bridge Chapels in
England, St Mary’s is the
only one which still has its
priest’s house attached.
Free entry throughout the
day with guides on hand to
explain its history.
Building
10am to 4pm, Bridge Chapel is a short walk from
the rear of the Silk Mill. FREE. No need to book, just
call in. Not wheelchair accessible due to steps.
As well as visiting the Bridge Chapel, you also have the opportunity
to visit the adjoining Bridge Chapel House, an historic building from
the 17th century, and the home of the Derbyshire Family History
Society. You may also view the Society’s exhibition and use its
computer, archives and various websites to find ancestors, whilst the
Society’s family history experts will be available to offer advice and
support on researching Derbyshire families.

Riverside Walk

Walk

1.30pm to 3pm, starts from Derby Local Studies
and Family History Library, DE1 3AF. £5 per person
(14 years and over). Book online at derbycitylibraries.eventbrite.
co.uk or ring the library on 01332 642240. Wheelchair, pushchair
and mobility scooter friendly. Disabled toilet, baby change, lift
and hearing loop all available in the library.
A guided walk, starting and finishing at the library. We will look at
Derby’s relationship with the Derwent and how this has changed
over time, from early use, industrialisation in the 18th and 19th
centuries through to the present day.

Saturday 21st October cont...

St Mary’s RC Church Open Day
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Open
Building

2pm to 4pm at Darley Lane, Derby, DE1 3AX.
FREE, but donations welcomed. No need to book,
just drop in. Wheelchair and pushchair accessible from car park
entrance on Darley Lane. Accessible toilet.
St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church was designed by the architect
Augustus W N Pugin and consecrated in 1839. Come and take a look
inside the Church and also the recently renovated Lady Chapel, the
largest Lady Chapel in England when it was built in 1853. This was
Pugin’s first expression of his Gothic Revival style.

Churches and Saints of Derby

Walk

2pm to 4pm, starts from Derby Cathedral, DE1
3GP. £6 per person. Advance tickets available from
Derby Cathedral Bookshop or reserve on 01332 227600. Tickets
may be available on the day, dependent on capacity. Not suitable
for wheelchairs as there are steps.
Join Derby Cathedral’s expert historians on a walking tour of the
north side of the city, beginning at Derby Cathedral. Explore the
hidden histories of Derby’s churches, including one of only six Bridge
Chapels in the country and the site of the long-lost Bridge Gate
and St Alkmund’s Church, discovering the stories of the saints and
martyrs of Derby.
The tour will last between 90 minutes and two hours, and will
include stepped areas.

HEAGE
Heage Windmill Open

Guided

Tour
11am to 4pm at Heage, DE56 2BH. Adults: £4,
Concessions: £3.50, Children (5-16): £1.50. No need
to book, just drop in. Wheelchair accessible on two floors of the
Mill.

Heage Windmill is the only six-sailed stone tower windmill in
England. It is a Grade II* listed building, sited on a hill providing
spectacular views towards the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Site. It was restored to working order in 2002 and looks as splendid
as when first built in 1797. Visitors can go on tours with guides
normally in costume. There is an Interpretation Centre and a shop
where you can buy flour that is milled here.

MIDDLETON-BY-WIRKSWORTH
Rag Rug Making

Have a Go

10am to 4pm, Derbyshire Eco Centre, Porter Lane,
Middleton-by-Wirksworth, DE4 4LS. £44/£41/£41.
Booking is essential through the Derbyshire Eco Centre on 01629
533038. Wheelchair accessible.
Design and make your own rug or wall hanging using traditional
hooking or prodding rag rug making techniques.
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Sunday 22nd October

AMBERGATE
White Peak Distillery Tour and
Exhibition

Tour &
Exhibition

11am to 4pm, White Peak Distillery, Derwent Wire
Works, Matlock Road, Ambergate, DE56 2HE. FREE. No need
to book, just turn up.
White Peak Distillery will be Derbyshire’s first full scale craft whisky
distillery and is expected to be commissioned by the end of 2017.
As well as whisky, the distillery is planning a range of other spirits.
The main installation works will be in progress during October and
November and in the meantime the distillery has its research &
development facility up-and-running. Visitors will be able to learn
about the journey of the distillery to-date, the history of the wire
works site and how the distillery has
integrated this heritage into its plans
and will also be able see and taste the
distillery’s gin, which is its first spirits
release.
Includes an exhibition about the
heritage of the local area, provided
by the Bullbridge and Sawmills
Association, and an ADVyCE display on
the Ambergate Hydro. The main car
park is by the entrance on the A6 and
there is a security gatehouse where
people should check-in. The security
guard will give further instructions.

CROMFORD
A Walk to Florence Nightingale’s Seat
10am to 1pm, starts from Shop in the Yard,
Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person.
Pre-booking recommended on 01629 823256.

Walk

A five mile walk from the mill, along the Cromford Canal to Lea
Wood and back. In Lea Wood look at evidence of early industrial
activity and rest on Florence Nightingale’s seat before returning.

DARLEY ABBEY
Fungus Foray Darley & Nutwood Local
Nature Reserve

Walk

10am to 12 noon, starts from Mill View Gardens,
Darley Abbey, DE22 1DX. £3 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 536831. The ground is uneven and often
muddy so sturdy footwear is advised.
A guided walk of a mile and a half around the Local Nature Reserve
led by Beverley Rhodes, a member of the British Mycological Society
(BMS) and a fungi recorder.

Sunday 22nd October cont...

Exhibition by Darley Abbey Historical
Group and Art Exhibition
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Exhibition

11am to 4pm, in Darley Abbey Village Hall, Abbey
Yard, off New Road, Darley Abbey, DE22 1DS. FREE. No need
to book, just drop in. Wheelchair accessible, with disabled toilet
facilities.
Displays of archives, maps, reports and photos from Darley Abbey
Historical Group. Also, display of artwork by Darley Abbey Thursday
Painters.

Discover Darley Abbey - Past and
Present

Walk

1.30pm to 3pm, starts and ends Darley Abbey
Village Hall, Abbey Yard, off New Road, Darley Abbey, DE22
1DS. FREE, but donations welcome. Pre-booking recommended
on 01629 536831.
Walk around the village of Darley Abbey with Erica Perry, and enjoy
the views of the river, mill, park and community buildings. Learn
about the people who made this village what it is today.

HEAGE
Heage Windmill Open

Guided

Tour
11am to 4pm at Heage, DE56 2BH. Adults: £4,
Concessions: £3.50, Children (5-16): £1.50. No need
to book, just drop in. Wheelchair accessible on two floors of the
Mill.

Heage Windmill is the only six-sailed stone tower windmill in
England. It is a Grade II* listed building, sited on a hill providing
spectacular views towards the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Site. It was restored to working order in 2002 and looks as splendid
as when first built in 1797. Visitors can go on tours with guides
normally in costume. There is an Interpretation Centre and a shop
where you can buy flour that is milled here.
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Monday 23rd October

BELPER
Pentrich Revolution

Exhibition

2pm to 4pm at Unitarian Chapel, Field Row, Belper,
DE56 1DH. FREE, donations welcome. No need to
book, just turn up.
Exhibition telling the story of the Pentrich Revolution, remembered
this year on its 200th anniversary. There’ll be experts to answer
questions and talk about the commemorations being held this year.

DERBY
Derby by Time Machine

Talk

7pm to 9pm, at St Mary’s RC Church Hall, Derby,
DE1 3AX. FREE, donations welcome. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 536831. Wheelchair accessible.
Light-hearted talk in which we travel back in time six times to
meet Derby people who give first hand accounts of events they
experienced. It includes a look at how the places that these events
occurred look today and some tips on how one really can travel in
time.

MATLOCK BATH
Knit and Natter

Have a Go

11am to 2pm, at Masson Mills Shopping Village,
Matlock Bath, DE4 3PY. FREE. No need to book, just
call in.
At the Knit and Natter sessions you can come along on your own or
with a friend, and have a cup of tea/coffee and a chat with the friendly
locals who come along each week. Meet new people, share hints and
tips, swap patterns, or learn a new skill.

MILFORD
To Belper via the Dark Lane

Walk

2pm to 4pm, starts outside the Hollybush Pub,
Makeney, DE56 0RX, ends Market Place, Belper.
3.5 miles, easy walking but not suitable for anyone with mobility
problems, wheelchairs or pushchairs. Best for children over 8
at parents’ discretion (must be able to
walk that far and all children must be
accompanied). £4 per person. Prebooking recommended on 01629 536831.
A story walk for families and adults with
Pete Castle along the old (pre-1817)
route from Milford to Belper using the
atmospheric nature to inspire stories. They
will be stories, not history, but relevant to
this linear walk.

Tuesday 24th October
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BELPER
New Discoveries - Illustrated Talk
7pm to 8.30pm, No 28 Community Hall, Market
Place, Belper, DE56 1FZ. FREE, donations welcome.
Limited seats, so pre-booking essential on 01629 536831.
Wheelchair accessible, but no disabled toilet.

Talk

Join Adrian Farmer from the
World Heritage Site team as
he talks through some of the
new images and documents
discovered and donated in the
past year, and how they help
us to better understand the
Derwent Valley Mills and their
history.

CROMFORD
Iconic Views of Lower Derwent Valley
10am to 11.30am, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford,
DE4 3RQ. FREE. Pre-booking recommended on 01629
536831. Wheelchair accessible.

Walk &
Talk

Join Dave Savage from DerwentWISE on this walk and talk to
discover some of the iconic views of the Lower Derwent Valley. Find
out how DerwentWISE have been working to restore them.

Story-telling Walk

Walk

11am to 12 noon, Starting Cromford Canal Wharf,
DE4 3RQ (car park charges apply). FREE, but
booking essential on 01773 881188. Wheelchair and pushchair
friendly. Cromford Mills has a Changing Places toilet.
Story-walk with Gordon the Toad: exploring the autumn world
through old stories, multi-sensory activities and our own brand new
tales of mystery and imagination. Designed for children and young
people with disabilities and their families.

DARLEY ABBEY
Story-telling Walk

Walk

2pm to 3pm, starting Darley Street free car park,
Darley Abbey, DE22 1DX (opposite the Abbey Pub).
FREE, but booking essential on 01773 881188. Wheelchair and
pushchair friendly.
Story-walk with Gordon the Toad: exploring the autumn world
through old stories, multi-sensory activities and our own brand new
tales of mystery and imagination. Designed for children and young
people with disabilities and their families.
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Tuesday 24th October cont...

DERBY
Georgian Jollies: Spooky Treats

Have a Go

10am to 12 noon and 1pm to 3pm, at Pickford’s
House, Friar Gate, Derby, DE1 1DA. FREE, donations
welcome. No need to book, just turn up. Suitable for all. Limited
access for wheelchair users.
Design, decorate and eat your very own spooky treat - just in
time for Halloween! Draw inspiration from the spooky stories of
Pickford’s House to create a ghoulish cake to take home.

Handling History

Talk

10.30am to 11am, at Museum & Art Gallery, The
Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE, donations welcome.
No need to book, just turn up. Suitable for all. Wheelchair
accessible.
Handling History is the Museum’s regular object handling morning
where you can get up close to some historic objects from their
collection.

MIDDLETON-BY-WIRKSWORTH
Family Mosaic Making (7-14 year olds)

Have a Go

10am to 12.30pm, at Derbyshire ECO Centre,
Porter Lane, Middleton-by-Wirksworth, DE4 4LS.
£20 for a family of up to 2 adults and 2 children. Extra children
£5 each (maximum 3 children per adult). Booking is essential on
01629 533038. Wheelchair accessible.
Learn how to make fun mosaic pictures from tiles and paper.

WIRKSWORTH
In and Around Wirksworth: Part One In Wirksworth
11am to 1pm, starts
from Wirksworth
Market Place, DE4
4ET at bus friendly
time. FREE, donations
welcome. Pre-booking
recommended on
01629 536831.
A walk of about 2 miles,
led by John Morrissey,
showing the development
of an untypical English
town through one
thousand years.

Walk

Wednesday 25th October
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BELPER
Bridge Hill - Ice House & Observatory

Walk

2pm to 4pm, starts from Strutt’s North Mill, Belper,
DE56 1YD. £4 per person. Pre-booking recommended
on 01629 536831. No dogs allowed.
Adrian Farmer leads on a steep walk up Bridge Hill, to look inside the
Ice House, the only substantial surviving structure belonging to the
Strutt’s remarkable Belper mansion. Then a chance to discover what
else has survived, hidden away, including the recently rediscovered
remains of the Strutt Observatory.

CROMFORD
The Nottingham to Melton Railway

Talk

7pm to 9pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford
DE4 3RQ. £7.50 per person (includes cheese and
wine served 7pm to 7.30pm). Limited places - pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256.
The Nottingham to Melton Mowbray Rail is part of the former
Midland Main Line. Most of it is now the Old Dalby Test Track, home
of the 1984 nuclear flask crash test bed for the Advanced Passenger
Train, and widely used by our local rolling stock manufacturer,
Bombardier. This illustrated talk covers 1872 to the present day.

DERBY
The Art Hub: A Curious Turn

Have a Go

10am to noon & 1pm to 3pm, at Museum and Art
Gallery, The Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE. No need
to book, just turn up. Suitable for all. Wheelchair accessible.
Spinning, twisting and winding into motion. A creative celebration of
the museum’s current exhibition. Join us to create your own moving
artwork and discover more about the curious world of automata.

Beyond the Velvet Rope

Guided

Tour
10.30am at Pickford’s House, 41 Friar Gate, Derby,
DE1 1DA. FREE. No need to book, just turn up.
Suitable for families. Limited wheelchair access.
Each Wednesday one of the friendly staff members will be in
traditional 18th century costume to make this experience extra
special. There will also be an opportunity to go beyond the velvet
rope and examine the beautiful rooms up close.

Object Stories

Talk

2pm to 2.30pm, at Museum and Art Gallery, The
Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE. No need to book, just
turn up. Suitable for all. Wheelchair accessible.
Object Stories is a chance to discover more about a few personal
highlights of the collection from staff.
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Wednesday 25th October cont...

Churches and Saints of Derby
2pm to 4pm, starts from Derby Cathedral, DE1 3GP. £6
per person. Advance tickets available from Derby Cathedral
Bookshop or reserve on 01332 227600. Tickets may be available
on the day, dependent on capacity. Not suitable for wheelchairs
as there are steps.
Join Derby Cathedral’s expert historians on a walking tour of the
north side of the city, beginning at Derby Cathedral. Explore the
hidden histories of Derby’s churches, including one of only six Bridge
Chapels in the country and the site of the long-lost Bridge Gate
and St Alkmund’s Church, discovering the stories of the saints and
martyrs of Derby. The tour will last between 90 minutes and two
hours, and will include stepped areas.

Artist Encounters: Picturing
Arkwright’s Mills

Talk

2pm, at Museum and Art Gallery, The Strand,
Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE. No need to book, just turn up. Suitable
for all. Wheelchair accessible.
Join us as we explore Derby Museum’s collection of images of
Arkwright’s Mills in Cromford; from Joseph Wright to the artists who
created Derby Porcelain, this historically significant site has been a
source of creative inspiration since it was built in the 18th century.

MIDDLETON-BY-WIRKSWORTH
Family crafts with natural materials

Have a Go

10am to 12.30pm at Derbyshire ECO Centre,
Porter Lane, Middleton-by-Wirksworth, DE4
4LS. £15 for a family of up to 2 adults and 2 children. Extra
children £5 each (maximum 3 children per adult). Booking is
essential on 01629 533038. Wheelchair accessible.
Use found natural materials to create magical creatures, story sticks,
potions etc.

WIRKSWORTH
In and Around Wirksworth: Part 2
Around Wirksworth

Walk

11am to 1.30pm, starting from Wirksworth Market
Place at bus-friendly time. FREE. Pre-booking recommended
on 01629 536831. Strong footwear necessary and waterproof
clothing. Some strenuous uphill walking on field paths. Bring
something to eat and drink while you are admiring the views.
Four miles.
A walk led by John Morrissey, circling Wirksworth to show its
beautiful setting, its satellite settlements and the geology that made it
important. Enjoy the Stardisc and its surroundings.

Thursday 26th October
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AMBERGATE
Betty Kenny Walk

Walk

10am to 1pm, starts at the corner of Holly Lane and
The Birches Wood, just over the Halfpenny Bridge,
Ambergate (GR: SK346 515). FREE (funded by DerwentWISE
project) but booking is essential on 01629 533038. There is an
enrolment form to fill in. Wear appropriate clothing and footwear
as the walk covers steep slopes and rough terrain. Use Ambergate
Station Pay and Display car park (DE56 2EN) if driving to event.
Unsuitable for wheelchairs, pushchairs and tramper scooters.
Join Debbie Alston on a guided walk in Shining Cliff Woods, near
Ambergate. See the wildlife of this ancient woodland and hear the
story of Betty Kenny and her family who were local charcoal makers.
We will visit the Betty Kenny Yew, which is believed to be the
inspiration for the Rock-A-Bye Baby lullaby.

BELPER
Jewel in the Crown: Belper River
Gardens Walk

Walk

2pm to 4pm, starts at Strutt’s North Mill, Belper,
DE56 1YD. £4 per person. Pre-booking recommended on 01629
536831. Fully accessible to wheelchair users.
Christine Smith looks at the history of Belper’s beautiful River
Gardens, the people who shaped it and the changes it has seen.

CROMFORD
Woodland Fun Activities

Have a Go

11am to 3pm, at Cromford Wharf, DE4 3RQ. FREE.
No booking needed, just turn up.
Come and have a go at a range of outdoor fun activities relating to
the woodlands around the Cromford Wharf. Practical activities, fun
crafts and skills led by a Forest School Leader. Get outdoors, get
muddy and have some fun.

Then and Now on the Cromford Canal

Talk

7pm to 9pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford Wharf,
DE4 3RQ. FREE. Pre-booking recommended on 01629
536831.
Friends of Cromford Canal’s Archivist, Hugh Potter, gives a brand
new talk comparing historic images of the canal within the World
Heritage Site with the same views today.
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DERBY
Pickford’s Plot: Poppies
10am to 12 noon and 1pm to 3pm at Pickford’s
House, 41 Friar Gate, Derby, DE1 1DA. FREE. No
need to book, just turn up. Suitable for families.

Have a Go

Sow your own poppy seeds and create a beautiful plant pot to take
them home in. Watch your poppy seeds grow and bloom over
Remembrance month, as they burst in to life over winter.

Adult Drawing Class: Drawn Inspiration
11am to 12 noon, at Museum and Art Gallery, The Have a Go
Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. Adults; £4; Students/Friends
of Derby Museums: £2.50. Booking essential on 01332
641901. Suitable for adults. All abilities welcome.
This artist led activity is aimed at adults of all artistic abilities, from
complete beginners through to confident sketchers! Each month, we
will be looking at new drawing techniques as we draw inspiration
from the outstanding collections on display.

LEA BRIDGE
Lea Wood Work Party

Have a Go

9.30am to 4.30pm, meet on Lea Road, near
Smedley’s Mill, Lea Bridge, DE4 5AG (parking on
the road). FREE. Booking essential on 01773 881188.
Join Derbyshire Wildlife Trust to help with practical woodland
management work, removing non-native rhododendron from this
important ancient woodland in the World Heritage Site.

MILFORD
Beer Festival at the Holly Bush

Beer &

Music
Holly Bush, Makeney, Milford, DE56 0RX. No need
to book, just call in.
The Holly Bush at Makeney is having a beer festival starting at
mid-day on Thursday 26th October and finishing on Saturday 28th.
They will have 25 real ales with music on the Friday and Saturday
night.

Friday 27th October
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CROMFORD
A Leisurely Stroll around Cromford
10am to 12.30pm, starting from Shop in the
Yard, Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person.
Pre-booking recommended on 01629 823256.

Walk

A four mile walk around some of the parts that you may not have
noticed before. From the Mill we will visit Rock House, Intake Lane,
North Street, Alabaster Lane, the two Corn Mills, St Mary’s and the
river bridge, before returning to the Mill.

Hallowe’en Trip on Birdswood
2pm to 4pm, Cromford Wharf, DE4 3RQ. £XX per
person. Pre-booking essential on 07552 055455 or
email bookings@cromfordcanal.org.

Boat Trip

Celebrate Hallowe’en with a spooky trip on narrowboat Birdswood
along the Cromford Canal. Fancy dress optional. Spooky cakes and
dragon’s blood drinks available.

Comings and Goings: Folk Concert

Folk Music

8pm to 10.30pm, Wheatcroft’s Wharf Cafe
(upstairs), Cromford, DE4 3RQ. £8 (£5 concessions).
Food and drinks available to order from the licensed cafe from
6.30pm onwards (not included in ticket price). Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 536831.

The annual concert by Derbyshire folk musicians Pete Castle, Keith
Kendrick and Sylvia Needham. Songs and stories of leavings and
greetings, farewells and hellos.
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DERBY
Family Friday Museum Monsters

Have a Go

10am to 11.30am at Museum and Art Gallery, The
Strand, Derby, DE1 1BS. FREE. No need to book, just
turn up. Suitable for all. Wheelchair accessible.
There are Museum Monsters waiting to be discovered at Derby
Museums this Family Friday! Come and create your very own
Museum Monster to take home, and complete our gruesome
Monster Trail around the galleries!

HEAGE

Heage and the Duffield Frith

Walk

2.15pm to 4.30pm, starting at the Eagle Tavern Car
Park, Heage, DE56 2HU. £4 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 536831.
Four mile walk with John Morrissey to see and hear how a former
mediaeval deer park lying at the northern edge of the Duffield Frith
was acquired by the Hurt family using profits from mineral extraction
to make them yet more money. Start time is bus friendly.

MATLOCK BATH
Happy Hedgehogs at the Whistlestop
Centre

Have a Go

10.30am to 12 noon, at the Whistlestop Centre,
Matlock Bath Station, DE4 3PT. £4 per child; £2 per
accompanying adult. Sorry no dogs. Pre-booking essential on
01773 881188. Wheelchair and pushchair friendly and has
disabled toilets.
October is a great time to give hedgehogs a helping hand. Come
along to find out all about hedgehogs and how you can help them this
winter.

Saturday 28th October
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BELPER
Go Green Cafe
10am to 1pm, No 28 Market Place, Belper, DE56 1FZ. FREE
entry. No need to book, just turn up.
Transition Belper Cafe and another chance to see the Belper
Transport Exhibition.

St John’s Chapel Open

Open

Building
10am to 12 noon, St John’s Chapel, The Butts,
Belper, DE56 1HX. FREE. No need to book, just drop
in.
Take a look inside Belper’s oldest building, now a Heritage Centre.
Information panels and folders to look at, packed with details about
Belper’s history and heritage.

CROMFORD
Celebrating the Cromford Canal

Arts &

Crafts
10am to 4pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford Wharf,
DE4 3RQ. FREE. No need to book, just call in.
Wheelchair accessible.
Lots to see all weekend at the free Cromford Canal Exhibition in the
Gothic Warehouse; follow the sound of the street organ! There will
be demonstrations of traditional canal ‘Rose and Castle’ painting, peg
weaving, a historical slide show, watercolour paintings for sale, and
the extensive Friends of Cromford Canal sales stand, including books,
souvenirs and locally themed Christmas Cards. Dogs welcome.

Activities on the Cromford Canal

Family

Fun
10am to 4pm, Cromford Wharf, DE4 3RQ. FREE. No
need to book, just call in. Wheelchair accessible.
By Cromford Wharf, miniature traction engines will be in steam all
day, chuffing their way around the wharf and offering trailer rides.
Nottingham Model Boat Club will be demonstrating miniature boats
on the canal plus a few more unusual items. Alongside them will be
a ‘pop-popping’ collection of historic stationary engines. And you
will be able to see passenger boat Birdswood being pulled by horse
Chelsea - or you might even take a trip on board! Dogs welcome.
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Family Fun: Witches, Wizards and
Goosebumps.

Family
Fun

10am to 4pm, Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. Children
must be accompanied by an adult with all activities. FREE
entry (small charge for some activities). No need to book. Just
turn up!
Join us for a weekend of all things spooky. From witches and wizards,
to dragons and curses, dust off your broomstick and join in the fun!

Dragons, Geckos and Other Fantastic Creatures
Meet an unusual collection of animals from Bearded Dragons and
Leopard Geckos to snakes, including a Royal Python, plus a Bosc
Monitor, Chinchillas, Giant Sulcata Tortoise, White Tree Frogs, an
African Pygmy Hedgehog, and more! There
will also be the opportunity to handle some
of the animals in these interactive sessions.

Traditional Games
Join in with a variety of different games
including some spooky ones.

Spooky Trail (£1)
Find where all the spooky characters are
hiding... if you dare! Find them all and win a prize! Entry forms are
available from Shop in the Yard, Cromford Mills.

Fancy Dress
Come dressed as your favourite Hallowe’en character and enter the
free prize draw.

Spooky Snacks
Lots of spooky treats to choose from in Arkwright’s Cafe including
cauldron broth soup, magic candied wands, witch’s hat cookies and
spooky witches’ fingers.

Lantern Making Workshop, 11am to 3pm (£3 per child,

accompanying adults free)

Make your own colourful lantern to keep the ghosts and ghouls at
bay. Drop in anytime between 11am and 3pm.
Also Facepainting, Barbecue and Guided Tours

St Mary’s Church Open Weekend

Open

Building
10am to 4pm, St Mary’s Church, Mill Lane,
Cromford, DE4 3RQ. FREE, donations welcome. No
need to book, just call in!
Visit St Mary’s Church, Cromford, originally built as a chapel for
the Arkwright family. It was later Gothicised and contains murals by
renowned Victorian artist Alfred Octavius Hemmings. Visitors will
also be able to enjoy organ recitals by Philip Tew and Paul Nash from
11.30am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 3pm. Refreshments will be served.
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10 North Street Open
10am to 4pm, 10 North Street, Cromford, DE4
3RG. FREE. No need to book, just drop in. No dogs
allowed.
Come and visit one of
the oldest purposebuilt workers industrial
houses in the world!
North Street was built
in 1776 by Richard
Arkwright to house his
new millworkers. We
have one of these houses
open, owned by buildings
preservation charity
the Landmark Trust and
normally let for holidays.
This weekend it will be
open as a drop-in, but
numbers entering the
properties at any one
time may be limited due
to steep stairs.

Horse Drawn Canal Boat Trips
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Open
Building

Boat Trip

11am to 3.15pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford
Wharf, DE4 3RQ.
Single: Adults £8; Concessions £7; Children £4.
Return: Adults £12; Concessions £10; Children £6.
Pre-book on 07552 055455 or email bookings@cromfordcanal.
org or via www.birdswood.org.
Departures as follows:
11am - Cromford Wharf 12.15pm - High Peak Junction
2pm - Cromford Wharf
3.15pm - High Peak Junction
The Friends of Cromford Canal will be offering one-way or return
traditional horse-drawn trips on the historic narrowboat Birdswood
between Cromford Wharf and High Peak Junction/Leawood
Pumphouse. The trips take approximately 45 minutes each way.

Cromford Photography walk

Walk

11am to 1pm, starts from Shop in the Yard,
Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person. Prebooking recommended on 01629 823256.
Bring your camera and join photographer Helen Chester LRPS on
a guided walk around Cromford. Visit Cromford Mills, St Mary’s
Church, the canal wharf and the village as your guide takes you off
the beaten track and offers advice on getting the best shots. During
the walk there will be opportunities for landscape photography
and architectural shots of historic buildings. There will also be the
opportunity to look inside some of the buildings.
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A Tour of Cromford Village including a
Millworker’s House

Walk

2pm to 3.30pm, starting from Shop in the Yard,
Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256.
Join Jill Banks and follow in the footsteps of hundreds of mill workers
with a walk into Cromford Village to see and hear more about daily
life and Sir Richard Arkwright’s entrepreneurial ideas. There will be
the opportunity to visit one of Arkwright’s original houses on North
Street and to take a look inside, as well as finding out more about the
bear-pit, lock-up, allotments, and the Greyhound pond.

Getting it Past the Planners

Talk

7pm to 9pm (the talk starts at 7.30pm), at Scarthin
Books, The Promenade, Cromford, DE4 3QF. FREE.
No need to book.
“From the Demolition 60’s to the Heritage 80’s in Derbyshire and
beyond”.
An illustrated talk by David Mitchell, corrected by Barry Joyce,
followed by open discussion. Please arrive by 7pm if you would like
to order light bites and drinks.

CROMFORD - HIGH PEAK JUNCTION
Leawood Pumphouse in Steam

Open
Building

11am to 4pm, use the pay & display car
park off Mill Lane, DE4 5AA - follow the
brown tourist signs from Cromford. Or
walk from Cromford Wharf by the Canal, or
take a narrowboat trip! FREE, but donations
welcome. No need to book, just call in.
Working steam powered beam engine built in
1849 on the Cromford Canal, a short walk from
High Peak Junction. Watch the engine, powered
by a coal fired boiler, as it pumps 800 gallons of
water per stroke from the River Derwent into
the canal.

CROMFORD - HIGH PEAK JUNCTION
Family Activities at High Peak
Junction

Have a Go

11am to 3pm, High Peak Junction Visitor Centre
(pay and display car park off Mill Lane, DE4 5AA - follow the
brown tourist signs from Cromford). Or you can walk from
Cromford Wharf by the Canal, or take a narrowboat trip!
FREE. No need to book, just call in.
Find out how to make string from plants and have a go at a woodland
game.
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High Peak Junction Open Day
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Open

Building
11am to 3pm, High Peak Junction Visitor Centre
(pay & display car park off Mill Lane, DE4 5AA follow the brown tourist signs from Cromford). Or walk from
Cromford Wharf by the Canal, or take a narrowboat trip!
FREE entry and use of the audio tour. £10 charge to make a
poker on the forge. No need to book, just call in.
Visit some of the oldest railway workshops in the world and see
them come alive. You will also be able to learn the fascinating history
of this building and the industry it served. Have a go on the forge
and, with the help of our Engine House Wardens, make a poker to
take home and keep.

DERBY
Derby Mini Maker Faire 2017

Maker

Faire
10am to 4pm, The Silk Mill, Silk Mill Lane, Derby,
DE1 3AF. Adult tickets: £3; Discounted Adult ticket
with voucher*; Under-16s FREE. Wheelchair accessible.
*Book voucher at www.makerfairederby.com.
Now in its sixth year, Derby Mini Maker Faire 2017 has taken its
place as the biggest event in our annual programme! We are all about
‘making’ at the Silk Mill and this event is a true celebration of this.
From laser cutters, ceramicists, weavers, 3D printers and metal
workers... Derby Mini Maker Faire has it all. Come and see what you
can make in this family friendly making extravaganza!

HEAGE
Heage Windmill Open

Guided

Tour
11am to 4pm, Heage, DE56 2BH. Adults: £4,
Concessions: £3.50, Children (5-16): £2. No need to
book. Visitor Centre and first floor of the mill are accessible by
wheelchair and there is an accessible toilet.

Heage Windmill is the only six-sailed stone tower windmill in
England. It is a Grade II* listed building, sited on a hill providing
spectacular views towards the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage
Site. It was restored to working order in 2002 and looks as splendid
as when first built in 1797. Visitors can go on tours with guides,
normally in costume. There is also an Interpretation Centre and a
shop where you can buy flour that is milled here.

HOLLOWAY
Craft Fair and Cafe
10am to 4pm, Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall,
Holloway, DE4 5AQ. FREE entry. No need to book,
just drop in.

Arts &
Crafts

Ambergate Women’s Institute craft stalls and refreshments available
to purchase all day, including delicious home-made soups and cakes.

40

Saturday 28th October cont...

HOLLOWAY
Why not make a day of it? Combine a walk, a house visit and
a meal at the cafe (see previous page)? You might also find a
quality hand made Christmas present at the WI craft stall!

Mr Smedley’s House

Guided

Tour
Tours at 10am, 11am, 2pm and 3pm, starting at
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway, DE4
5AQ. FREE, donations welcome. Booking essential on 01629
536831 or email gwen.wilson@derbyshire.gov.uk.
An opportunity to see around one of Derbyshire’s special houses and
gardens. Built by the Smedley family and now in private ownership,
the house itself featured briefly in Ken Russell’s film “Women in
Love”.

Vintage Vehicles
Tours at 10am, 11am, 2pm and 3pm, starting at
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway,
DE4 5AQ. FREE, donations
welcome. Booking essential on
01629 536831 or email
gwen.wilson@derbyshire.gov.uk.
Early motorbikes and cars from
the 1930s feature in this growing
collection of vintage vehicles
and automobilia. Motoring clubs
welcome, but please pre-book.

John Smedley’s Holloway

Talk &
Tour

Walk

11.30am to 1pm, and 1.15pm to 2.45pm, starts
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway, DE4
5AQ. FREE, donations welcome. Pre-booking recommended on
01629 536831 or email gwen.wilson@derbyshire.gov.uk. Up to
2 miles - one moderate descent, one moderate ascent, sensible
footwear required. Dogs on leads allowed.
Join Jackie Morgan on one of these short circular walks around Lea
Mills and Holloway, focussing on the life of John Smedley.

MATLOCK BATH
Masson Mills Self-guiding Tours and
Traction Engine in Steam

Tour

10am to 4pm, Masson Mills, Derby Road, Matlock
Bath, DE4 3PY. Adults: £3; Child (5-16): £2; Family: £6.50;
Concessions: £2.50. No need to book, just turn up.
Self-guiding tour with weaving and spinning demonstrations on
original historic textile machinery powered by line-shafting at 11am
and 2pm in the Weaving Shed. See the Traction Engine outside the
Museum.

Sunday 29th October
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AMBERGATE
Fungal Foray

Walk

1pm to 4pm, starting at Ambergate Railway Station
Car Park, DE56 2EN (Pay and display, approx £2.50
per day). FREE. Booking essential on 01773 881188.
Spend an afternoon exploring the bizarre and beautiful world of fungi
at Crich Chase Meadows, one of the top fungi sites in the country.
We will wander around the old meadows and ancient woodland
learning about the wealth of diverse and rare species hiding under
our feet... No prior knowledge or experience needed.

CROMFORD

Celebrating the Cromford Canal

Arts &

10am to 4pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford Wharf, Crafts
DE4 3RQ. FREE. No need to book, just call in.
Wheelchair accessible.
Lots to see all weekend at the free Cromford Canal Exhibition in
the Gothic Warehouse; follow the sound of the street organ! There
will be demonstrations of traditional canal ‘Rose and Castle’ painting,
peg weaving, a historical slide show, watercolour paintings for sale,
and the Friends of Cromford Canal sales stand, including books,
souvenirs and locally themed Christmas Cards. Dogs welcome.

Activities on the Cromford Canal

Family

Fun
10am to 4pm, Cromford Wharf, DE4 3RQ. FREE.
No need to book, just call in. Wheelchair accessible.
By Cromford Wharf miniature traction engines will be in steam all
day, chuffing their way around the wharf and offering trailer rides.
Nottingham Model Boat Club will be demonstrating miniature boats
on the canal plus a few more unusual items. Alongside them will be
a ‘pop-popping’ collection of historic stationary engines. And you
will be able to see passenger boat Birdswood being pulled by horse
Chelsea - or you might even take a trip on board! Dogs welcome.
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Family Fun: Witches, Wizards and
Goosebumps.

Family
Fun

10am to 4pm,
Cromford Mills, DE4
3RQ. Children must
be accompanied
by an adult with
all activities. FREE
entry (small charge
for some activities).
No need to book.
Just turn up!
Join us for a weekend of all things spooky. From witches and wizards,
to dragons and curses, dust off your broomstick and join in the fun!

Dragons, Geckos and Other Fantastic Creatures Meet
an unusual collection of animals from Bearded Dragons and Leopard
Geckos to snakes, including a Royal Python, plus a Bosc Monitor,
Chinchillas, Giant Sulcata Tortoise, White Tree Frogs, an African
Pygmy Hedgehog, and more! There will also be the opportunity to
handle some of the animals in these interactive sessions.
Traditional Games Join in with a variety of different games
including some spooky ones.
Spooky Trail (£1) Find where all the spooky characters are
hiding... if you dare! Find them all and win a prize! Entry forms are
available from Shop in the Yard, Cromford Mills.
Fancy Dress Come dressed as your favourite Hallowe’en
character and enter the free prize draw.
Spooky Snacks Lots of spooky treats to choose from in
Arkwright’s Cafe including cauldron broth soup, magic candied
wands, witch’s hat cookies and spooky witches’ fingers.
Lantern Making Workshop, 11am to 3pm (£3 per child,
accompanying adults free) Make your own colourful lantern to
keep the ghosts and ghouls at bay. Drop in anytime between 11am
and 3pm.
Also: Facepainting, Barbecue and Guided Tours.

10 North Street Open

Open

Building
10am to 4pm, 10 North Street, Cromford, DE4
3RG. FREE. No need to book, just drop in. No dogs
allowed.
Come and visit one of the oldest purpose-built workers industrial
houses in the world! North Street was built in 1776 by Richard
Arkwright to house his new millworkers. We have one of these
houses open, owned by buildings preservation charity the Landmark
Trust and normally let for holidays. This weekend it will be open as a
drop-in, but numbers entering the properties at any one time may be
limited due to steep stairs.
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Boat Trip

11am to 3.15pm, Gothic Warehouse, Cromford
Wharf, DE4 3RQ.
Single: Adults £8; Concessions £7; Children £4.
Return: Adults £12; Concessions £10; Children £6.
Pre-book on 07552 055455 or email bookings@cromfordcanal.
org or via www.birdswood.org.
Departures as follows:
11am - Cromford Wharf 12.15pm - High Peak Junction
2pm - Cromford Wharf
3.15pm - High Peak Junction
The Friends of Cromford Canal will be offering one-way or return
traditional horse-drawn trips on the historic narrowboat Birdswood
between Cromford Wharf and High Peak Junction/Leawood
Pumphouse. The trips take approximately 45 minutes each way.

St Mary’s Church Open Weekend

Open

Building
11am to 4pm, St Mary’s Church, Mill Lane,
Cromford, DE4 3RQ. FREE, donations welcome. No
need to book, just call in!
Visit St Mary’s Church, Cromford, originally built as a chapel for
the Arkwright family. It was later Gothicised and contains murals by
renowned Victorian artist Alfred Octavius Hemmings. Visitors will
also be able to enjoy organ recitals by Philip Tew and Paul Nash from
11.30am to 12.30pm and 2pm to 3pm. Refreshments will be served.

A Tour of Cromford Village including a
Millworker’s House

Walk

11.30am to 1pm, starting from Shop in the
Yard, Cromford Mills, DE4 3RQ. £5 per person. Pre-booking
recommended on 01629 823256.
Join Jill Banks and follow in the footsteps of hundreds of mill workers
with a walk into Cromford Village to see and hear more about daily
life and Sir Richard Arkwright’s entrepreneurial ideas. There will be
the opportunity to visit one of Arkwright’s original houses on North
Street and to take a look inside, as well as finding out more about the
bear-pit, lock-up, allotments, and the Greyhound pond.
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CROMFORD - HIGH PEAK JUNCTION
High Peak Junction Open Day

Open

Building
11am to 3pm, High Peak Junction Visitor Centre
(pay & display car park off Mill Lane, DE4 5AA follow the brown tourist signs from Cromford).
Or walk from Cromford Wharf by the Canal, or take a
narrowboat trip! FREE entry and use of the audio tour. £10
charge to make a poker on the forge. No need to book, just call
in.
Visit some of the oldest railway workshops in the world and see
them come alive. You will also be able to learn the fascinating history
of this building and the industry it served. Have a go on the forge and,
with the help of our Engine House Wardens, make a poker to take
home and keep.

Family Activities at High Peak Junction

Have a Go

11am to 3pm, High Peak Junction Visitor Centre
(pay and display car park off Mill Lane, DE4 5AA
- follow the brown tourist signs from Cromford). Or you
can walk from Cromford Wharf by the Canal, or take a
narrowboat trip! FREE. No need to book, just call in.
Find out how to make string from plants and have a go at a woodland
game.

Leawood Pumphouse in Steam

Open

Building
11am to 4pm, use the pay & display car park off
Mill Lane, DE4 5AA - follow the brown tourist signs
from Cromford. Or walk from Cromford Wharf by
the Canal, or take a narrowboat trip! FREE, but donations
welcome. No need to book, just call in.
Working steam powered beam engine built in 1849 on the Cromford
Canal, a short walk from High Peak Junction. Watch the engine,
powered by a coal fired boiler, as it pumps 800 gallons of water per
stroke from the River Derwent into the canal.
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HOLLOWAY
Why not make a day of it? Combine a walk, a house visit and
a meal at the cafe? You might also find a quality hand made
Christmas present at the WI craft stall!

Craft Fair and Cafe
10am to 4pm, Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall,
Holloway, DE4 5AQ. FREE entry. No need to book,
just drop in.

Arts &
Crafts

Ambergate Women’s Institute craft stalls and refreshments available
to purchase all day, including delicious home-made soups and cakes.

Mr Smedley’s House

Guided

Tour
Tours at 10am, 11am, 2pm and 3pm, starting at
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway, DE4
5AQ. FREE, donations welcome. Booking essential on 01629
536831.
An opportunity to
see around one
of Derbyshire’s
special houses
and gardens. Built
by the Smedley
family and now in
private ownership,
the house itself
featured briefly in
Ken Russell’s film
“Women in Love”.

Vintage Vehicles

Talk &

Tour
Tours at 10am, 11am, 2pm and 3pm, starting at
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway, DE4
5AQ. FREE, donations welcome. Booking essential on 01629
536831.
Early motorbikes and cars from the 1930s feature in this growing
collection of vintage vehicles and automobilia. Motoring clubs
welcome, but please pre-book.

John Smedley’s Holloway

Walk

11.30am to 1pm, and 1.15pm to 2.45pm, starts
Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, Holloway, DE4
5AQ. FREE, donations welcome. Pre-booking recommended on
01629 536831 or email gwen.wilson@derbyshire.gov.uk. Up to
2 miles - one moderate descent, one moderate ascent, sensible
footwear required. Dogs on leads allowed.
Join Jackie Morgan on one of these short circular walks around Lea
Mills and Holloway, focussing on the life of John Smedley.
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HEAGE
Giant Cobweb at Heage Windmill
11am to 4pm, Heage, DE56 2BH. Adults: £4,
Concessions: £3.50, Children (5-16): £2 - second child
in group and under-5s: FREE. No need to book.

Have a Go

See the six sails in operation, and
discover the mill’s history.
Windmill volunteers need your
help to make a Giant Cobweb,
hopefully even bigger than last
year’s, involving everyone on site
at the time - at 12 noon. This will
be made from elastic and by the
same principle of ‘knitting a stocking’. Each hand will be equal to one
stitch and made in a circle. The more people, the bigger the cobweb.

MATLOCK
A Walk down through the Lumsdale Valley
2pm to 4pm, starting from the Layby opposite
Highfields Upper School car park, Lumsdale,
Walk
Matlock, DE4 5NA. Please park in Upper Lumsdale
and not at the bottom of the valley. £3 per person.
Pre-booking required on 01629 823256. Please note the route
down the valley involves some steep steps and uneven paths
which can be muddy and slippery. Please wear suitable footwear
with a good grip. Walking poles are also recommended.
A leisurely guided one mile walk down through this wooded gorge of
outstanding natural beauty, exploring the stone mill ruins, ponds and
waterfalls that make up this unique historical site.

MATLOCK BATH
Masson Mills Self-guiding Tours and
Traction Engine in Steam
11am to 4pm, Masson Mills, Derby Road, Matlock
Bath, DE4 3PY. Adults: £3;
Child (5-16): £2; Family:
£6.50; Concessions: £2.50. No
need to book, just turn up.
Self-guiding tour with weaving
and spinning demonstrations
on original historic textile
machinery powered by lineshafting at 12 noon and 2pm
in the Weaving Shed. See the
Traction Engine outside the
Museum.

Tour

Getting here...

Trains Every Hour on the Derwent
Valley Line
Relax and enjoy the scenery through the Derwent Valley
Mills World Heritage Site on board the scenic Derwent
Valley Line between Nottingham, Derby and Matlock. The
hourly train service* enables you to join many of the walks
featured in this guide.

Discounts for Train Passengers
Special offers* are available for train ticket holders, to many
visitor attractions in the Derwent Valley including one child
free with each adult at Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills.
Pick up a copy of ‘your guide to the Derwent Valley Line’
featuring these discount vouchers, train times and details of
places to visit along the line.
For a copy phone 01629 533190 or visit
www.eastmidlandstrains.co.uk/derwentvalleyline.

Great Value Rail Tickets

Adult Off Peak Day Return from Derby to Belper £4.50,
Derby to Cromford £5.70 and from Nottingham to
Cromford £8.90. Off Peak Tickets valid after 0859 Monday
to Friday and anytime at weekends and Bank Holidays.

Groupsave

Groupsave offers a 34% discount for groups of 3 to 9
adults together, with up to four accompanying children for
just £1 each. Day Return and Groupsave tickets between
any two stations on the Derwent Valley Line (NottinghamDerby-Matlock) allow you to hop on and off at intermediate
stations on both your outward and return journeys. If you
break your journey at an intermediate station you must
then resume your journey in the same direction to your
destination. For example, with a day return between
Derby and Matlock, you could stop off at Belper and then
Whatstandwell en route to Matlock and, on your return to
Derby, stop off at Cromford and then Ambergate.

Car Parking at Stations

You can park all day for £2.20 at the following stations:
Duffield, Cromford, Ambergate and Whatstandwell. Most
of our walks start within a short walk of one of the Derwent
Valley Line stations.

Nottingham - Derby - Matlock

* Trains operate hourly Monday to Saturday and every 2
hours on Sunday. Offers apply on production of voucher
and valid train/day rover ticket for day of admission.
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT
By Train
Derby is well served by the national rail
network. East Midlands Trains operate
hourly train services from Nottingham
and Derby along the Derwent Valley
Line to Matlock, serving all local
stations, including Belper and Cromford.
www.eastmidlandstrains.co.uk/
derwentvalleyline.
For train times, call National Rail
Enquiries: 03457 48 49 50 or visit
www.nationalrail.co.uk

By Bus
National Express operate regular coach
services to Derby from throughout the
UK. Call 08717 818181 or visit
www.nationalexpress.com. Regular bus
services to destinations within the World
Heritage Site include: TransPeak (TP), an
hourly, daily, limited stop service between
Derby, Belper, Cromford and Buxton with
some services to/from Manchester and the
6.1 between Derby, Belper, Cromford and
Matlock via Wirksworth. More frequent
services operate between Derby and
Belper. For bus times, call: 0871 200 22
33 or visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/buses.
You can use the East Midlands Journey
Planner to help plan your journey –
visit www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk

TOURIST INFORMATION
www.visitpeakdistrict.com
Derby
Assembly Rooms
Market Place
Derby DE1 3AH
Tel: 01332 643411
E-mail: tourism@derby.gov.uk
www.visitderby.co.uk
Belper
Derwent Valley Visitor Centre
North Mill
Bridgefoot
Belper DE56 1YD
Tel: 01773 880474
E-mail: tourism@ambervalley.gov.uk
www.visitambervalley.gov.uk
Matlock Bath
The Peak District Mining Museum
Matlock Bath DE4 3NR
Tel: 01629 583834
E-mail: tourism@derbyshiredales.
gov.uk
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk

For more information visit

www.derwentvalleymills.org
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Derwent Valley Mills
inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2001

